2006 COMMENCEMENT CLOSING

Now comes my moment to bid you farewell.  In a moment, we will rise and sing the Alma Mater, which you first sang at your Opening Convocation in August, 2002. You’ve had plenty of time to practice since then, so we expect a much better rendition today. Following the alma mater, Chaplain Groh will give the benediction.

It has been a very great privilege for me to be part of your lives over the past two years.  In the short time that we have been together, I have come to appreciate the many special talents and skills that exist in this class.    

You should know that we will miss you.  We will miss your intelligence and your passion, displayed each day in classrooms and laboratories; we will miss your creativity, developed in the practice rooms and studios; and we will miss your perseverance and dedication, witnessed on the stage and on the playing fields.  We have shared in your disappointments and celebrated your achievements.

You may leave the campus today but your story remains.  We hope you will return often to help us write the next chapter.

You know there are challenges ahead — for you as individuals and for us as a society.  But I believe you will relish those challenges, that you will see them as opportunities to apply the lessons that you have learned here and the values that you have nurtured here.  Most importantly, I hope you will use your knowledge and skills to make a difference in the world.


I lift my hat to the Class of 2006.  May you leave this campus filled with wisdom, focused on goodness, and fired with enthusiasm!


Congratulations and Godspeed.  
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