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INTRODUCTION
|

A few days before the first rallroad entered Bloomlngton, Illinois,

in 1853, the weekly Bloomington Intelllgencer descrlbed the changes the trans-

portation link would usher in:

A new era in the history of our little city will open . . . Hitherto
known only to a few who have occasionally strayed in this direction,
to the great body of travelers and emigrants this beautiful interior
portion of the State has been as a sealed book. But the throbbings
of the great hearts of the commercial world will henceforth send
their pulsations into our midst; and this® community will necessarily
sympathize with the movements of the day--be they felicitous or
disastrous. None of us are prepared for the changes which are soon
to be effected by this great triumph of toil, of wealth, and of
energy. The domesticity of our modes of thinking and acting--the
limited and conventional character of our business manners and cus=- -
toms--and the temporary and shabby construction and appearance of
our public and private buildings must be 50 modified as to be, in
some degree, in keeping with the busy world w1th which we are about
to be intimately connected.

The remar&able foresight of this féontier editor reflects the dynamic
reverberations of cities énd urbanization%in the mi&—nineteenth century.
American development in the nineteenth ce%tury is generally considered as
the westwardanVing agricultural settlemeht of an e#er—diminishing frontiers.
' However, the movement west was accompanied by the gfowth of towns end cities.

Indeed, throughout the nineteenth century the rate of urban population in=-

crease consistently eclipsed the rate of increase in the rural popula‘tion.2

That urbanization entailed dramatic consequences for frontier ways of life

151, May 18, 1853,

: aAdna Ferrln Weber, The Growth of Cltles in the Nineteenth Century
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1963), Table II, p. 22.
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is abundantly evident from the above quote as the railroad signalled the
embarkation of Bloomington upon its urban 'écareer°

Prior to the development of railro%ds, Bloomington was a slowly grow-
ing county seatgywhose population of neariy 1600 ra#ked it twentieth in the
frontier state in 1850. Situated on the eastfcgntral Illinois prairie,
Bloomington was ﬁithout access to water tranSportation and had little oppor-
tunity to grow béfore the advent of raiquads. Bloomington's rapid growth’
in the 1850's and 1860's was greatly inflﬁenced by its location on two of
the major north-south railroads in Illinois, the Iliinois Central and the
Chicago & Alton,‘ As the fertile agricultural hinterland of Bloqming}on

*

underwent settlement and development with the stimulation of the railroads,

the city.advance& to eighth in rank amongilllinois cities in 1860, and by o
- 1870 was surpassed in population only by éhicago, Qﬁincy, Peoria, and Spring;'
| field.

| Richard Wade has emphasized the influence offthe urban impulse on the

3

Ohio Valley frontier in the early nineteeﬁth century.” ' A prominent charace

teristic of the Ohio Valley urban frontier that would also mark the early

|

: |
urban history of the middle West in the two decades following mid-century

was the "'struggle for primacy and pOWer."E

Like imperial states, cities carved o&t extensive dependencies,
extended their influence over the economic and political life of -
the hinterlan&, and fought with contending places over strategic
trade routes. ' ‘

3RichardVWade, The Urban Frontier {Chidagosszniversity of Chicago
h % | ,

PTQSS, 1968)0 |

Sy

"Ibid., pe 336.



In periods of rapid settlement accompanied by the growth of cities,
many upstart towﬁs cherished aspirations o% metropoiitan status. Only a
very few, however, actually achieved any s&bstantial’degree of urban prom-
inence. Daniel BOOrstin has discussed theé"successful" promotion of Cin-

5

cinnati, Chicago,fand Denver in urban impefialism. Many of the upstart
 towns surv1ved and became respectable 01t1es of the mlddle range, while a
great number of ambltlous town-promotion sghemes ended in village or ghost-
town statuse6 The intense competition tha? developed among rival towns

contributed to the urgency of urban promotérs and stimulated the growth of

cities in periods of rapid settlement.

@
¥

As Charles Glaab has observed, it is frequently considered that the

- "pattern of city location™ is geographically prescribed as being "in accord

"7

with "natural’ fé.‘ctors° Although strateglc location is an important com-
ponent of urban success, perhaps the most 1nfluent1al, 1t is not a sufficient
condition. The "failure" of Cairo, Illlnois, desPlts an envious situation
at the confluencs~of the Mississippi and Oéio Rivers, furnishes a sonvenient
example that illﬁstrates the necessity of ﬁuman‘effdft in order to convert

favorable location into urban prosperity. EFbr Illineis cities, it certainly

seems that what Robert Dykstra termed,‘thef"opportunities for recruiting the

5Daniel J. Boorstin, "The Businessmsn as an American Institution,”
in his The Americans: The National Experience (New York: Random House,
1967), pp. 115-125., ]

6Lew1s Atherton, Main Street on ﬁhe Middle Border (Bloomingtons ;
Indiana University Press, 1954), describes the "losers" in the race for city
status in his history of midwestern small towns. For a case study of "come
munity failure" in Illinois, see Herman R. Lantz, A Community in Search of
Ttself: A Case History of Cairo, IllanlS (Carbondale° Southern Illinois
University Press, 1972).

7Charles N. Glaab, "Historical Persﬁectives on Urban Development
Schemes,' in Urban Research and Policy Planning, ed. by Leo F. Schnore
end Henry Fagin (Beverly Hills: Sage Publications, Inc., 1967). 1. 197.
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acknowledged attributes of city status==populations’magor transportation
facilities, capital investmentaa"8 were greatest during the period of rapid
settlement following the advent of railroads. |

The competition among communities fer the "atiributes of city statué"
was directed by e new breed of Amer}can bueinesemeﬁe-the Heity boosters."9
Promotional efforts by the city Booster we?e designed to enhance the pros-
perity of a peculiar combination of publicéand private intefest. These
boosters were predeminantly land speculato?s, early!comers on the urban
frontier who acqﬁired vast tracts of land end began. efforts to atiract pop-
ulation and varioﬁs forms of public improvements which, if effective: would
create a market for their town lots and inereese the value of the iand they
held for future sale. Clearly, the initiai development of the midwesternf";//
cities is "rooted in an economic experience."1o |

The succees of the upstart town wasilargely measured in terms of
population numbers and increasing land valpes.11 The acquisition of state
institutions, municipal improvements, and eommercial, and later, manufacturing
enterprises were‘all desirable objectives in the pursuit of increaeed<numbers%

and inflated land prices. In the early de%elopment‘of a community the most

8 obert R. Dykstra, The Cattle Towns (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1968), pe 3. !

9Boorstin5 pp. 115«123. See also Giaab, pp9 197=219¢

1OPe’ser G. Goheen, "Industrialization and the Growth of Cities in
Nineteenth-Century America," American Studies, XIV (Spring, 1973), 57;
S. G. Checkland, "Toward a Definition of Urban History,' in The Study of «
Urban History, ed. by H. J. Dyos (London: , Edward Arnold, Ltd., 1968}, pe. 352.

11According to Atherton, numbers and real estate values were the rec-
ognized measuring sticks of progress for the mid-western small towns. Main
Street on the Middle Border, passim.  See also Boors}f;in9 po 162,




valued asset is its transportation access% Transportation facilities are

crucial for a city in the initial period gf developing a trade region in

competition with other cities. In the préerailroad‘era, location on a nave
: |

’igable wate:way was almost a prerequisite;for city growth. The growth of

land-locked praifie cities depended immengely'on the expansion of the

railroad system.?

Generally not limited by topographical hazards on the mid-western

|

prairies, the seiection of railroad routes was little constrained by existing

trade patterns since they were only tenatively established, if at all, in the

early stages of scattered settlement. Loéal initiative was an important

influence in the: routlng of railroad 11nes. To finance favorite schemes the

urban entrepreneurs contributed greatly 1n capltal, tracts of land, and or-

ganizational effort. Railroads--the cherished prize of city boosters—-were

tremendously expensive. The development df a road frequeﬁtly depended on
large amounts of’municipal aid which had go be voted by the public. Many
promoters were‘sﬁccessful in persuading cammuniﬁies’of the benefits that
would accrue froh a particular railroad. The publlc was so convinced of
the prosperity that reilroads would bring | that Illln01s municipalities con-
tributed approximately twenty-two millionfdollars in aid to railroads in
the period, 1848-1870.12

Boosterism and intenée competition for the attributes‘of city status

were much in evidence during Bloomington's formative period. Promotional

activities by a handful of local boosters were influential in locating rail~?

roads and publicﬂinstitutions in Bloomingfon.r Muniéipal aid was approved

for two east-west railroads and a branch line of thé Chicago & Alton. ILarge

1‘?‘Kathleen Bessie Jacklin, "Iocal Ald to Railroads in Tllinois, 1848«
1870, % (unpublzshed master's thesis, Gornell Unlverslty, 1958)9 Ppe 2h5-246,

v



private subscriptions of money and land were offered by individuals to ac=
guire public institutions, usually on a si%e near lénd owned by the sub-
scribers. Indeed, Bloomington promoters in the crucial period of initial
development were established residents wh; owned substantial quantities of
land in and arouﬁd Bloomington.13 Whateve? the~res§lts of fheir efforts,
Bloomingtbn boosters seemed to have an inéatiable aépetite for public im-
provements and other city=-attributes in tﬁeir questgfor urban prominence.

It is, of course, impossible to deﬁermine whét Bloomington's growth
would have béen iike were it not for the ﬁromotional activities of early,
established residents. They were, howeveé, gﬁong the entrepreneurs who
created the emplement opportunities that‘populatedtthe city. Owning the
land upon which the city was built, the early residents were also in a
position to influence the direction and cﬁaracter of the spatial develop=-
ment of the citys

Bloomingtdn experienced dynamic changes in the period of its most
rapid urbanization, 1850;1870, when its population increased from 1600 to
14,500, Tﬁe urban:i.zat3’.on1br of Bloomingtoﬁ in this period is, perhaps, the
most significant aspect of the city's evoiution. Responding to the wide-
spread settlemen? of Mclean County, the‘eéonomic baée of Bloomington and
the city's transportation facilties that éeveloped}in this period dictated,
to a certain exﬁént, the city's subsequené growth behavioré The phenomenon
of population concentration was accompanied by dramatic alterations in the

qualitative composition of the community'é social structure. In the search §

qBBloomington's most active promoters in the fifties and sixties were.
Asahel Gridley, Jesse Fell, and David Davis. Gridley settled in Bloomington
in 1831, Fell in the following year and Davis in 1836.
1MWhen I Speak of 'patterns of urbanization" for Bloomington, I am
using the word "urbanization" in a strictly local context. The term is fre=
quently used to denote the '"multiplication of the points of (population)
concentration.” Hope Tisdale, "The Process of Urbanization," in Social
Torces, XY (March, 1942), 311. ! : '



for private economic gain, entrepreneurs cfeated a éity occupied by people

of diverse cultural backgrounds engaged inéan expandéd range of occupational
‘pursuits. This period is also the formati?e phase of the physical develop-
ment of the,city; The internal spatial ar%angement 6f people and activities

‘created by the "éity—building"15

process in this pefiod not only circum=
scribed location decisions in ensuing periéds but élso had significant
implications for the social organization o% the community.

| This study’is concerned with significant patterns of urbanization
’for Bloomington,‘illinois, in the period, 5850-1870.; The first chapter is

i

a discussion of urban development in Illinéis in the nineteenth century,

with specific reference to Bloomington's e%eréence iﬁ & hierarchy of regional
cities and its rélative stabilization in tge post=1870 period. The next
chapter discusses‘the settlement of Bloomington up tb the early fifties,
noting the explanations for the paucity of developmént in?the prairie regioﬁs
in the period, 1830»1850.’ The development of Bloomington's agriculture-
related economic base with the advent of tpe railroads on the prairies is

the subject of tge third chapter. In chap%er four,:the promotinnal efforts
of Bloomington boosters to acquire east-west rail connections and public

institutions are:treated. The fifth chapter is concerned with the city-

building process in this formative period. And finally, chapter six deals

with the social structure of the acquired populationa

15Roy Lubove prefers the term "city-building" over 'urbanization™
in order to emphasize 'the process of envirommental formation.™ "The
Urbanization Process: An Approach to Historical Research,' Journal of
the American Institute of Planners, XXXIII (January, 1967), 36. This
consideration by Iubove will be 1ncorporated 1nto the concept of urbani-
zation utilized in this paper. |

i
i
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Concerning the Sources

It is neceesary touinform the readef that the conclusions presented
in this paper are tenative and only of a sﬁggestive'status, The limitations
of the sources relied upon should be kept %n mind. ;General histories of
- Bloomington have;Been written covering thie pefiod; however, they are largely
sentimental and provincial with their emphesis on’the "successfulﬁ segment
of the populace end their nerratives of a iaudatoryfend promotive nature.
Nevertheless, théée local histories are in?aluable eince they provide an
historieal perspective of the city's develepment and have captured many
incidents that remain buried in, or absentéfrbm; local newspapers. -

Of these iecal histories, the 1879 éﬁrnham volume16 on Bloomington
band Normal has been most heavily relied ona The 1874 buis volume"l7 is more i
genealoglcal in orlentatlun, primarily concerned w1th early settlers and
discusses local affairs among the various biographies. The section on
Bloomington in the two volume set edited b§ Bateman and Selby (1908) was
partially written by Burnham and contains: virtuallygno edditionaltinforma«
tion on this period (1850-1870). The 1879;Burnham work is most usefui for

its period and topical sections.

The major. prlmary sources utilized ln this prOJect include: the

Bloomington Pantggraph, 1853-1870, its immediate predecessors, the Western

Whig, 1849-1852, and the Intelligencer, 1852-1853; city directories for the

16J. H. Burnham, History of Bloomington and Normal in Mclean County,

Illinois (Bloomington: J. H. Burnham, 1879).

e17Etzard Duis, The Good 01d Times in McLean County, Illinois
(Bloomington: Ieader Publishing & Printing House, 1674).

78Newton Béteman and Paul Selby (eds.), Historical Encyclopedia of
Tllinois and History of Mclean County (2 vols.; Chicago: Munsell
Publishing Company, 1903).




?855§’1866? and 1870; and manuscript census records. The utility of the
newspapers as an;indicatornbf actual commuhity life is undermined by their
generally uncritical portrayal of Bloomingfon as a strife~free assemblagé

of honorable citiéens ceaselessly endeavoréng for the betterment of the

: entire‘communitygi The papers, however, ar% an'extré@ely useful guide to
market condifiong and real estate develoPm%nt énd'aré invaluable as a rep-
~resentation of city-promotional thrusts. ihe city directories, except for
ﬂ855, also contain brief narratives on sel%cted commércial and manufactﬁring
enterprises, a di&ectory of voluntary assoéiations,5and a classified business

i

directory.



CHAPTER T

NINETEENTH CENTURY URBAN

DEVELOPMENT 1IN ILLINOIS

Frontier Illinois

Illinois lands comp?ise three generél categories: river bottom lands,
timbered lands, and prairies. The 1attef %wo are moSt,common,'with timber
lands predominating in southern Illinois and prairie:lands in central and
northern IllinOis,1 The earliest pioneersgseétled élong the bottom iandsk
of the Wabash, Iiiinois, and Mississippi Rivers and £heir tributaries. As
‘settlement expanded, it’remained confined éo the ﬁodded areas that could
supply lumﬁer forishelter”construction apdéwood for fuel., Southern‘Illinois
contained large timbered areas; however,'mgch of it ﬁas marsh and swamp land,
some ‘counties hafing more than a third of éheir area under water. The pre§=
alence of ague, or malarial fever, in the ?oorly drained sections of éouthern
Illinois deterred'extensive habitation. Gfadually éettlement~was forced
Anorthward to timberland regions, for the mést part parélleling rivers and
streams¢2 | ‘ | g

Throughout most of the frontier period-«loosely defined as the first’
thirty years aftef statehood, 1818—1848-~tﬁe prairies that comprised the

greater portion of central and northern Illinois were avoided for settlement..

Among the factors that contributed to the ﬁnattractiveness of the prairie

1Paul Waliace Gates, The Illinois Central Railroad and Its Coloni-
zation Work (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1934), p. k.

“Tbid., pp. 7-11.
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regions were: 1) the absence of wood for puilding purposes and for use as
fuel; 2) the difficulty in breaking the de%Se, matted prairie sod with crude,
wooden moldboardiplows; and 3) the lack ofginterior transportation facilities,
a condition that}limited the ability to market surplus agricultural products.By
Up to 1830, the settlement in Illinois tha% progressed northward was con-

fined to wooded areas, geherally bordering streams and rivers. Overland

transportation was limited due to its prohibitive cost and the wretched con=-

ditions of early‘roads.u Stage routes, frequently impassable and obstructed
by swollen streams, were little more than énlarged Indian trails providing

5

short connectors with rivers. Extensive éettlement‘in this early period

‘was invariably located on navigable rivers--the only significant arteries

of commerce and cbmmunication until railroéds were constructed. e
FbrvIllinéis, the early 1830's was ; period of increased prosperity,

bouyant optimism; and wild speculation in iands and‘townsl Emigration was

on the rise with settlers‘streaming in fro& Kentucky, Tennessge, and the states

east of Illinois; With éovernment lands sélling for $1.25 per acre, land

speculation was fampant, far out—distancing settlemént. Much of the Specu~

lation was in thé Torm of town-site promotion. Over five hundred paper towns |

were laid out in Illinois in this period, their poténtial advertised through-

out the East and their lots bought and sold widely. ILarge-scale land speculators

5Ibld, ppe 11=13; Arthur Weldon Watterson, Economy and ILand Use
Patterns of | of McLean County, Department of Geography Research Paper No. 17,
University of Chicago (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1950), pe 4.

, ,

ACQ A. Harper, "The Reailroads and the Prairie," Transactions of the
- Illinois State Historical Society, XXX (1923), 106. Ten to twenty miles
was as far as bulky goods could be transported overland with any degree of
PTOflte

5

Gates, pe 15,
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extolled the advantages of Illinois broadcast in an attempt to induce
‘settlementmacustomers for their prairie acreage and town~lot596
It was‘widely recognized in Illinoié that transportation improve=
ments, particulariy railroads, were necesséry to facilitate the development
of the prairies. By the mid-thirties, intérnal }mprovements were advocated’
by both settlers and speculators. Charact;ristic of the ebullient optimism
prevailing at the time, the Illinois Generél Assembly passed the Internal
Improvéments Act in 1837, providing for thé expenditﬁre of ten million dol-

lars for railroads, canals, and plank roadé. As part of the vast railroad

network projected for the state, roads weréuplannedyto extend from Galena

@
#®

“to Cairo, and from Alton to Chicago, both paSSihg through Bloomington, with
another 1ine to. c:onnect Bloomington with Pekin. But, the Panic of 1837 and
the collapse of étate credit halted the coﬁstructioﬁiof the great Illinbis
central railroadiénd slowed work on the Illinois and’Michigan Canal (to cons-
nect the Illinois River with Iake Michigan;) The Panic ushered in a period
of general depreSsion-«state banks closed,édebtcrs defaulted, real estate
values fell, priées plummeted, and merchanﬁs were bankrupt.7

With transportation improvements at}a standstill and financial depres-
sion widely felt,‘immigration into Illinoi; proceeded at a greatly reduced
rate in the late;fhirties and early fortieé. The mahia for town=-lot specu=
lation dissipated and halted the prematureépromotioﬁ:of paper towns in pre-

settlement regions. ILand entered at the government price of $1.25 an acre

often failed to command as much as a dollaf per acre when put on the market.

6Gates? pe 121; The History of McIlean County, Illinois (Chicago:
William IeBaron,  Jr. and Co., 1879), p. 487,

7Kathleen Bessie Jacklin, "Iocal Aid to Railroads in Illinois,
1848-1870," (unpublished master's thesis, Cornell University, 1958), p. 1.
See the map of the projected Internal Improvements in Illinois in 1837 . < .
(Philadelphias 8. Augustus Mitchell, 1837.)
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Recevery'from the paralyzing effects of the Panic was gradual, and
not until the late forties did Illinois once again exhibit signs of pros-
perity. The immense debt resulting from the ‘Internal Improvements Act of
1837, which had dlscouraged immigration tq Illinois for many years, had
been greatly redﬁced by 1846,8 As the depression céme to an end in the
mid=forties, a new internal improvements @ovement gathered momentum. Rail-
road schemes began to reappear, for it waé still generally believed that
the ;ack of adeQuate transportation facilities alone held back the develoé— ‘
ment of Illinois; Two projects initiallyésurfaced;.a great central rail-
road to open up the resources of the unseﬁtlid prairies of Illinois, and
another to connect Alton and Springfield,iwith eventual extension northward
to Chicago. A méssive federal land grantgwas obtained by Illinois' senators -
in 1850 to asslst in the construction of the IllanlS Central Ra11road.9 |
Work resumed on %he Illinois and Michigan Canal in 18@5 and its completion
three years later gave a great impetus toédevelopment in northern Illinois,
especially in the region through which it passeda1of

With railroad projects in the embryonic stagés, settlement in 1850
had not advanced‘to any great extent into the large prairies of Illinois.
In some areas, extremely fertile land little more than twehty miles from
fhe canal or rivers remained unsettled. ‘Without transportation facilities,

the rich 8011 of the Grand Prairie in easf central IllanlS could not compete

with the less fertlle lands on northern or southern Illlnols.11

8Gates, Pe 23

9Ar%hur Charles Cole, The Era of the Civil War, Vol. IIT of The f
Centennial History of Illinois, ed. by Clarence W. Alvord ( 5 volss Spr1ng~
field: TIllinois Centennial Commission, 1977=1920),3pp. 32-«52e

Osates, pp. 17-18. Meates, po 203 Cole; p. 32.
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The largest cities in Illincis in 1850 were, in descending order,
Chicago, Quincy,;Galena9 Peoria, Springfieid, and Alton.12 Situated on
Iake Michigan, Chicago was the terminus oé'lake traffic from the east. The
Illinois and Michigan Canal connected Chicsgo with the Mississippi River
via the Illinois River. The canal's compl%tion_iniﬁiated the diversion
of central Illinois trade away from St. Iosis to Chicago. Galena's pros-
perilty was largely due to the lead mines i? Jo Daviess County. Spring-
field's position:resulted primarily from i%s location as the state capital.
The other rankiné cities, Quincy, Peoria, %nd Alton; were.prominent because
of their advantageous locations on waterwa?s.% Intefior, land=-locked towns—-
’ including Bloom1ngton—~w1thout water access or an exp101table supply of

natural resources, remained modest settlements in the pre-railroad era in -/

Tllinois.

The Railroad Fra and Agricultural Developﬁent in Illinois

The appeafance of the railroad on she I1linois prairies signified
the passing of the frontier and the beginéing of a generation of rapid growth.
and dynamic settlement in towns and cities as well as on farms. When come
merical agriculture became feasible with éhe introdﬁction of railroads,
migration swept 1nto IllanlS to occupy the prairies. Stimulated by agrarian
prosPerlty, 01t1esg§ewﬂrap1dly as shlpplng and sh0pp1ng centers for their
agricultural hinterlands. With slightly over one hundred miles of trackage é
in 1850, Illinois experienced remarkable sailﬁoad development in the follow=§
ing decade. In the period, 1851-1857, Illinois built more miles of failroad;

than any other state in the ziatiena By the end of the fifties there were |

12

See Table I, "Rankiﬁg Cities in Illinois, ﬂ850~19003" ;n the Appendix.

%
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- more than 2,800 miles of rail lines crissorossing the state.
As the hub of this network of railnoads, Chicago had become the

greatest railroad center in America by 1860, Welleestablished as a result

of its water transportation facilities comnnecting the Gneat lakes with the

I1llinois and Mississippi Rivers, Chicago experienced tremendous growth in

the flftles and smxtles with the development of the rallroads. 1 The con-
vergence in Chlcago of the majority of the rail lines traversing Illinois,
Towa, and W1scongln, accelerateéed the dlver51on of trade away from St. Louis,
and succeeded in establishing Chicago as @he unrivaied.metropbliSQﬁfthhe
mid=-west. The vast agricultural hinterla;d wnich had previously shipped
its produce downfthe rivers to St. ILouis gnd’New Orleans, now sent the great
majority of it by rail to Chicago for prooessing orntransfer to the east.js 4

As the primary emporium in the mid-west, Chicago developed as the

manufacturing station for processing agricultural producéa The tendency

for manufacturing to concentrate in iarge;cities was evident from the com=
mencement of industrialization in the mid;west. For example, with a large
supply of seasonal 1abors financial 1nst1£ut10ns capable of providing the
capital necessary to purchase llvestock 1n large quantli:les9 and with its
superior shlpplng facilities, Chicago hadibecome the greatest meat-packing

center in the west by 1860.16 As the middie/west was settled, Chicago

1BCole, p. 463 Gates, p. 88. See Map I in the Appendix, "Railroad
Development, 1850-1860." By 1872, all but one-and-a-half percent of the total
~area of the state was within fifteen miles of a railroad line and nearly three
fourths of the state was within five miles of rail access. Report of the
Railroad and Warehouse Commission, 1872, ppa 19~-20, - 168-169.

146ates, pp. 138=139. Chicago's populatlon grew from 29,963 in 1850,
to 109,260 ten years later, and by 1870, 298 977

: 15Cole5 ps 53 Wyatt Winton Belcher, The Economic Rivalry Between
~ St. Iouis and Chlcago, 1850-30 (New York° Columbla Unlver51ty Press, 1947),
‘Dp. 61“66

Cole, p. 85, Fred ILee Nesblt, ny Survey of Manufactur;ng in the
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became the leading export assembler for agricultural produce and the primary

distributor of edstern manufactured gooésﬁ
Although dominated by the metropolifan hegempny of Chicago, numerous

towns and cities developed along the railrbads to sgrvice the agricultural

interests of theiState. The remarkable in@reas§ in town population along

the Illinois Cengral in the fifties and sigties is characteristic of Illinois

development with the railroads. In 1850 tye populafion éf towns (excluding

Chicago) in the vicinity of the Illinois Céntral route was only 12,0003 by

1870 it had mushroomed to 172, OOO.18 of the numerous towns and cities along

the Illinois Centrale—-many of them relatlvely small--Bloomington was the
largest with a p0pulat10n of 14,500 in 1870.
The regional network of cities that;emerged with the agricultural

development of the 0ld Northwest has been ébly described by David Wards
\

Grain production required. numerous but relatively small marketing
and service centers and the rapid expansion and increased density
of railroads encouraged a highly decentralized commercial organi-
zation. . . Although the external commerce of the staple-producing
periphery demanded the services of several large metropolitan -
centers, service at the local level was provided by extremely
small centers. Consequently, the emerging hierarchy was charac-

terized by unusually large proportions of both large and small
urban centers. \

‘The growth of the small centers reéulted from the agricultural

0ld Northwest, 1850 to 1860;" (unpublished master's thesis, Illinois State
Normal University, 1963), pp. 50-52, 108-109.

17Dav1d Ward, Cities and Immigrantss A Geography of Change in ‘
Nineteenth Century America (New York: Oxford University Press, 1971), p- 36
Ward attributes Chicago's rapid growth, in part, to the city's close /
connection with Bastern capital. '"Eastern capital not only financed the |
construction of railroads across Iowa, Mlssourl, Wisconsin, and Minnesota,
‘but apparently was responsible for the development of the ¢ity as a mar-
ketlng and exchange center." Ward, p. 36. :

Boates, p. H7. ‘ Yvara, p. 37.

i
i
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settlement of their farming hinterlands; tﬁeir expansion responding pro-
portionately to the increase in agricultural developmente However, as the
prairie regions of Illinois became widely settled the sméllfcenters ceased
to grow. They could expand only up to‘the limits offtheir immediate hintere

land, a limit that was reached in Illinois by 1870.

Tndustrialization in Tllinois

Its population having increased remarkably in the fifties and sixties

with the expansidh of its railroad network, Illinois experienced a much -
0

slower rate of gﬁowth after 1870,2 Althogghwpopulation continued tg increase
’in absolute terms, the percentage growth fér I1linois was less than that for
the nation as a Qhole;in the 1870's and 1880'5. By 1870 T1linois was widely,gf
settled and was Being passed over by thé t%de of migration. "~ Transcontinental
railroads aésistéd in trapsporting settler% pasthllinois/to an area of rela- ‘
tively free landifurther,west. Not until ﬁhe desiréble public domain was
practically exhaﬁsted didylllinois again e%perience:a significant ;ncrease

in popula’cion.21 | |
| When rapid'population growth resumeé in Illin§is in the 1890's, the 
distribution of the population was radicaliy differént than in the fifﬁies
and sixties. Chicago, as the mid—continen?al entregét, attracted sixty
percent of the thal population increase fér Illinoié in the last decade

of the nineteenth century. With industrial development displacing agricul-

tural develoPmentyas the source of’population expansion, Chicago and other

2OSee Tabié I, "Population Increasé by Decade,” in the Appendix.

. 21Ernest L. Bogart, "The Movement of the Population of Illinois,
1870-1910," Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society, XXIII
(1917), 68=71. | - :

Gates reports that by 1880, 358,000 Illinois natives had emigrated and
settled in the states of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska. Gateg, pe 310,
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Illinois cities with industrial functions absorbed the great majority of
the population iucreasee The shift in employment opportunities from the
country to the city even resulted in a deciine in the population of many
rural areas of the state.22 |
The dynamic growth of large cities in the lafe nineteenth century

was due, in no small portion, to the centrélizing téndency of industrial=-
ization. Although the factors responsible for this development are by no
means simplisticélly delineated==indeed, détailed explanation would probably

invoke a principle of circular or cumulative causation--Adna Weber has per-

suasively argued, (in summary form):

¥

If nearness to consumers is the most important advantage in a
manufacturing site, then it might be expected that the great L
commercial centers would also be the manufacturing centres, for o
they not only contain a rich and numerous body of consumers,

but apparently afford superior facilities for distributing

goods to the remaining consuming population. The tendency in
manufacturing would then be toward centralization, and the

great cities would grow at_an enormous, rate. Such, indeed, has

been the actual tendency. 3

It has previously been stated that manufacturing was centralizing in
Chicago as early as the 1850's. This trend accelerated in the late nineteenth
century and, after the Illinois agricultural land had been widely settled,

accounted for population increase occurring in the large cities to the rela-

tive disadvantage of communities without substantialiindustrial functions.

22Ernest Indlow Bogart.and John M. Mathews, The Modern Commonwealth,
1893=1918, Vol. V of The Centennial History of Tllinois, op. cCite, Pe Do
In Towa and Indiana nearly one-half and in Illinois and Ohio more than
one-half of the townships were less populous in 1890 than in 1880, while
the population-of each of these states had increased absolutely. Heury J.
Fletcher, "The Doom of the Small Town," Forum, XIX (April, 1395), 214=223,
McLean County was among the areas losing populatlon in the eighties.
The county as a whole experienced a lesser population increase than
Bloomington in the decade of the elgh’cleso See Table II, Appendix.

: 23Adna Ferrln Weber, The Growth of Clties in the Ninetéenth Centuryu
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1963),. pp. 190=199.




19

The relative decline of Bloomington's rank among Tllinoig cities
in the nineteenth century seems attributable to its limited manufacturing
capacity.24 The‘industrial base developed by 1870 was significantly dependent

on Bloomington'’s agricultural hinterland.  Since its hinterland was largely

settled by 1870,:and growth thereafter was in modest. increments,;Bloomingtgn's
future prosperity was circumscribed and limited to its function as a markéf- |
service center. _ Another studept of local ?evelopmeﬁt has written that,

in the late nineteenth century, many of th; city's factories "succumbed

to the changing economic measures of merge%s, specialization, and centrali=-
zation. ’The city's failure to rise indust%ially wa$‘noﬁ due‘to its(}nability

%

, | ; /
to prevent these losses, but rather because the lost industry was not replaced.“25
, } ; ‘

From its fifth rahking position in 1870 anh 1880, Bloomington dropped %o s

seventh in 1890, and was ninth among Illinois cities.in 1900.

i .
i

24See Table I, Appendix.

|
i
|
|

25Joseph E. Crawford, Jr. 'The Pauﬁ F. Beich Company, 1854=1937,"
(unpublished mester's thesis, Illinois State University, 196?), pe 71



CHAPTER IIT
BIOOMINGTON AS A TFRONTIER TOWN

Aithough ﬁredominantly prairie land, the‘area‘of east central Illinois
tha% eventually became known as Mclean County was interspersed with timbered
tracts. Tirst inhabited by whites in 1822, settlemeﬁt proceeded slowly along
streams and amongithe many groves of the region. Blooming Grove, containing
approximately si#?thouSand acres of timber, was the most important settlement
when McLean County was separated from Tazewell and organized as a distinét
county in 1830.

In 1829, James Allin moved from Vandalia, then the state capital,
bought a quarter section of land on the north side of Bloomihg Grove and
opened the settlement's first store. Allin, formerly a fbyette County
Commissioner, knew of the impending subdivision of McLean County, and in 1831
donated twenty-two-and-a-~half acres of land for the location of the county
seat. The land was to be divided into lots, those not needed for public
buildings were to be sold for the benefit of the new county.2 %On the fourth
of July, 1831, the lots of the donated plot were auctioned offlwith the pro=
ceeds being used to erect the first county building. The "original town® of
Bloomington, located on the prairie immediately north of Blooméng Grove, was
bounded by North (later Monroe), East, West (now Roosevelt), a%d Fropt Streets.

3

The southern border;yﬁront Street, was near the edge of the grove.

1J. H. Burnham, History of Bloomington and Normal in Mclean County,
I1linois (Bloomington: dJ.H. Burnham, 1679), p. 10; Btzard Duis, The Good 01d
Times in McLean County, Illinois (Bloomington: Ieader Publishing & Printing
House, 1074), p. O. ; s

2Burnham, p. 11,203 Duis, p. 213. ’Burnham, p.21,27; Duis, p. 40.
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As the seatl of county business, the survival of Bioomiﬁgton Qas assured

‘from the start. Although its grdwth was slow, as the center df thegcounty's
kpolitical, administrative and judicial activities it was patréﬁizedtby the
afea settlers and early established as the service center for %he siowly
developing agricultural region. |Within a year of its foundiné, theévillage

of Bloomington had approximately |leighty people and the adjoini;g Bléoming
Grove about three hundred.q From the sale of town lots, Allinfsoonfbegan

to receive compensation for his donation and his enterprise i@festaﬁlishing
the county seat on his land. In [August of 1831, he made the first ;ddition

to Bloomington, consisting of a tier and a half of squares to‘ﬁhe sduth and

;=

two tiers of squares to the west of the original town. The grpwth df the
little settlement was such that by 1832, Allin made a second aﬁditién to the
5 ]

east of the young town.
As the first speculator associated with Bloomington, Aliin e@couraged
settlement in the new county and did all in his power to enhan?e thé prosperity

of the town he had established. In common with other town proﬁotersﬁof the

P

urban frontier, Allin emphasized the "geographig/igevitability?«of slcomingtoglsf»

was located at the intersection of the route from Chicago to S%. Iouis and
a line from Columbus, Ohio, to Flint Rock (Burlington), Iowa. It was naturally
destined, according to his geographic theéry, to become the center of commerce

as the west‘settled.7

unrnham, pp; 26-27. Burnhem estimated the population of the county
at this time to be approximately 2,000,

5Burnham, pe 313 Duis, p. 12,40,

6Charles Ne. Glaab, "Y"Historical Perspectives on Urban Development Schemes,”
- in Urban Research and Policy Planning, ed. by Leo F. Schnore and Henry Fagin
(Beverly Hills: Sage Publications, Inc., 1967), pp. 203=20k.

7Burnham, Ppo 2713 Duis, p. 40.
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local histories, while acknowledging Allin's pecuniaryﬁinterés% in
the success of the upstart town, portray his real estate transactions as
being carried out in a very liberal fashion.
He used every honorable endeavor to induce emigrants to locate in
this county. If they wished to settle in the new town, Mr. Allin
would sell them lots at a low price if they had money, and would
sell them at a lower figure if they had a little money, or would
give lots outright if they hgd no money, always stipulating that
improvements should be made.
During the period of intense optimism and large-scale land speculation
in Illinois in the early thirties, at least a dozen towns were laid out in

McLean County.9

_Among the many real estate speculators active in th® county
were Allin and tWo other early Bloomington settlers, Asahel Gridley and Jesse
Fell. As extensive land-holders in Bloomington and the surrounding counties,’

these men were aggressive promoters of settlement. In 1836; they established

the first newspaper in Mclean County, the Bloomington Observer, with the pur-

pose of Mattracting attention to McLean County of emigrants and others seeking
v 1

locations in theJWeste"»o As agent for the Philadelphia speculator, John

Grigg, Gridley advertised a large number of Mclean County tracts in the

Observer.11 Allin, Gridley and Fell were also actively engaged in the promotion

of Decatur. In 1838, they advertised in the Observer their offer for property

80riginally appearing in the Bloomington Pantagraph in 1866 (then edited
by Burnham), the quote was repeated in Burnham, p. 22 and Duis, p. 214,

9The,Hist0ry of Mclean County, Illinois (Chicago: William LeBaron, Jr.
and Co., 1879), p. 437. Between 1831 and 1037, twenty-nine towns and additions
were laid out in McLean County, with a total of 4,871 town-lots. Newton Bateman
and Paul Selby (eds.), Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of ‘
McLean County, II (Chicago: Munsell Publishing Company, 1903), p. 903.

105esse W. Fell to Etzard Duis, (n.d.) cited in Duis, p. 266. The
Observer lasted approximately two-and-a~half years. In 1846, it was revived
by C. Pe Merriman as the Western Whig, Duis, pe. 33.

11Blooming%on Observer and McLean County Advocate, Jan. 13, 1838.
For information on the extent of Grigg's land operations in ceatral I1llinois,”’
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valued at betweeﬁ six hundred and a thousand dollars in Decatur to anyone who
would erect a saw~mill there912
Gridley located in Bloomingbon in late 1831 and began a mercantile
trade with his brother-in—law, Ortugul Covel. Covel and Gridley laid out the
town of LeRoy, sixteen miles east of Bloomington, in November of 1855, With
James Robinson, Gridley planted the town of Ilexington, sixteen miles northeast
of Bloomington, the following January. The reckless speculation of the times
increased the value of Bloomington lots to as high as $150 per lot in 1836.
Iﬁ that year, Gr;aley sold between $20,000 and $30,000 worth of Illinois
town=-lots in Philadelphia, Following the Panic of 1837, the same lots would
seldom bring any érice and were Ifrequently let go for taxes.13
Like Gridley, Fell dealt widely in speculative enterprises involving
land and town-promotion. In 1833, he opened the first law practice in Blooming-
ton and began extensive land operations. Initially as an agent for’eastern
investors, Fell constahtly extended his own holdings. Reputed to be the
wealthiest man in Bloomington by 1835, Fell possessed large tracts of land in
Illinois and Wisconsin,: and between 1834 and 1837, acquired land in and around
Milwaukee and Chicago. With James Allin, he secured a large tfact of land in
DeWitt County, laid out town-lots and founded the town of Clin%on inA1835.
Iike all the other extravagant speculators of the time who deait extensively

on credit, Fell and Gridley lost all of their wealth as a resuit of the financial

crash of 1837, and took advantage of the Illinois bankruptcy léwa14

see Paul Wallace Gates, "Frontier ILandlords and Pioneer Tenants,” dJournal of
the Illinois State Historical Society, XXXVIII (June, 1945), 151-152.

12

Burnham,*p. 3k 1BGridley to Burnham, cited in Burnham, p. 43.
1 : ;
1PFrances Morehouse, "Jesse W. Fell," Transactions of the Illinois

State Historical Society, XXI (1915), 71=72; Frances Morehouse, The Life of
Jesse W, Fell (Urbana: University of Illinois, 1916), pp. 22-29; Burnham, p. 35.
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Actual settlement in central Illinois in the early 1830'5 occurred
almost entirely among the groves and timbered regions. James Latta surprised
his Bloomington neighbors when, in late 1831, he began enclosing with a rail
fence a tract offprairie land northeast of the village and began farming it.
Gridley reminisced that at the time; "o one then s@pposed that the prairie
would ever be cultivated more than a mile distant from the timber, and the
only farms were those skirting the groves."15 Agricultural technology had
‘not yet ﬁfoduoed an effecient means of farming thé prairies. Timber land
~could be enﬁeredﬁét the government price of $1.25 pef acre and it was largely
taken up by 1835.j6 Farmers entered only as much land as they could,cultivate;
speculators entered large tracts of prairie land between 1834 and 1836, only
to abandon it later instead of paying the property tax. - ,f

~ Despite the difficulty involved in breaking the tough prairie sod with ,
crude agricultural implements, the greatef impediment to commercial farming
and settlement in %he interior was the lack of adequate transpoftation facili=-
ties. Because of the prohibitive cost of overland traqsportation, regions
without direct access to navigable waterways were limited to selling their
surplus to modestphome markets. As the center of trade for the land=locked

- McLean Cqunty, Bléomington's growth was slow. By 1836 its population had
reached only 450917
Bloomington's growth has always been largely dependent on the agricule

tural development of its hinterland. Improvements din farming implements in

15

16 teman and Selby, I, p. 651. Compare the land entry mep for McLean

County as of 1835 and the map depicting the timber land in Mclean County in
Arthur Weldon Watterson, Economy and Land Use Patterns of Mclean County,
Department of Geography Research Paper No. 17, University of Chicago (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1950), p. 31, 50.

17

Burnham, p. 29; Duis, p. 263.

Burnham, p. 323 Bateman and Selby, I, pp. 651=652.
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the early forties increased the feasibility of developing thetprairie acreage
away from the groves. Cultivation of the prairies was slow ae& arduous with
the wooden and cast-iron plows of the early piloneer. A farme% could not get
very far before it was necessary to stop and clear the implement of the soil
that had accumulated on it. By the early forties a steel plo; had?been de=
veloped that would "scour'! more easily and coule move freely fhrough the
prairie soil. Bloomington's first manufacturing enterprise, the shop of
Bunn, Ellsworth & Brokaw, began the production of these 1mproved plows in 1848 18

The prairie countles of Illinois began to attract attemtlonzln the
early forties with advances in agricultural technology and the gra@ual revi%al
' of the economy. ILacking transportation faciiities, the prairies wégé cautiously
developed by the early settlers. Since the cost of overland transportatlon was
exorbltant, grain was fed to livestock which could be driven to market. With=
out railroads, grain was an "inert commoditys;' thus llvestock«ralseng predons
inated among early McLean County| farmers. Since its dimuniti?e pepelation
did not qualify Bloomington as a| primary market, swine were driven %o Pekin
" and cattle herded to St. Louis, Galena, Chicago, and Cincinna%iaqgi

As noted in the first chapter, the majority of the sizeable ;owns in
T1llinois in 1850 were located on| navigable waterways.- Withou% traneportation
facilities, abundant natural respurces, and before the acquisétion ef state
institutions, it is c¢lear that Bloomington's early growth up %o 185? was
solely due to its function as a pervice-center and county seat for }he agri=
cultural McLean County. At mid-gentury its population of nea%ly 16?0 ranked

it twentieth in the state. It cobuld provide merely a local market ﬁor the

expanding agricultural interests| of the area since without trensporietion

i
i

18

Burnham, pp. 32,37,06=07.

?9watterson, pe 43 Burnham, ppe 32=33.
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connections it could not serve as a collection and transfer point for agrie
cultural éommoditiesaao Besides local service and retail industries, the
industrial pursuits of Bloomington residents——blacksmithing, ropering,
v‘wagqn~making, miiling, and the manufacture of agricuitural implements=~were
all directly‘depehdent upon agriculture. The largest‘enterprise in Bloomington
| before the era of the railroads was the factory of Ewing and Flagg, employing
as many as one hundred men in the production of reapers.21 |

Improvemeﬁhs in cultivation methods and the;fenewedipromise of rail=
roadé stimulated interest in prairie férming in the’late forties.v As settlers
came in large numbers to take up the relative%y cheap prairie lands,_the
- McLean County population increased to over 10,000 by the end of the forties.
With the surge in:area settlement, Bloomington began to grow again in the
latter part of thé decade. Despite losing a sizeable number of its young
men in the course of the California gold rush in 1849, Blbomington's popula-
tion doubled from 800 in 1845 to almost 1600 by the census of 1850.22

Before 1847, residences were concentrated south of Jefferson Street
in Bloomington. The influence of James Allin's early additions and tThe pio=-

neer preference for the wooded areas largely accounts for this initial pattern

2Ow:'Llliam Vipond Pooley, The Settlement of Illinois from 1830 to 1850,

University of Wisconsin Bulletin no. 220. History Series, I, no. & (Madison:
University of Wisconsin, 1908. Reprint edition, Ann Arbor: University
Microfilms, 1968), p. 459. i

2qBateman and Selby, II, p. 748; Burnham, pp. 36-37; Charles Capen,
"Semi-Centennial Celebration of Bloomington Iodge No. 43, A. Fo & AcM.,"
in War Record of Mclean County and Other Papers, Vol. I of Mclean County
Historical Society Transactions (Bloomington: Pantagraph Printing and
Stationery Co., 1899), p. 411,

William ¥. Flagg, co-proprietor of Ewing and Flagg's, was sued for in-
fringing on Cyrus W. McCormick's reaper patent--damages set at $20,000. With
Abraham ILincoln as his counsel, Flagg was victorious after two years of court
litigation in the U,S. Court at Springfield. Duis, p. 337.

ZaBurnham, De 57
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of settlement;23  The more substantial homes were'loéated in the grove south
of Grove Street and east of Main. Between 1847 and 1850, settlement occurred
northward° With a growing mechanics and laboring class employed in the |
agricultural implement shops, modest homes were erected northwest of the
public square. Aﬁparently a small settlement of blééks appeared along Center
Street between Ldéust and Mulberry,24 three or four streets north of the
northernmost street on the 1838 map.

The slough area south of Olive Street, undesirable for residences,
was the locationyéf various saw and flour mills. In this district, Flagg
built a saw mill and machine shop where he anq Ewing manufactured regpers.
Bunn and Brokaw'sjplow factory faced the courthouse square from its location
at the southwest corner of Washington and Center. Although the shops of ,f
blacksmiths, coopers, and wagon-makers were generally 5cattered throughout
the area encompassing the original town, the center of commercial activity
before 1850 was around the intersection of Main and Front Streets. Almost
entirely of a wooden construction, stores, law offices, taverns, and other
service-oriented structures lined the streets in this vicinity°25

Under the influence of renewed hopes for transportation;connections,
Bloomington experienced a surge of economic activity and promo%ional‘efforts.
With firm belief in future growth, Bloomington citizens obtainéd a city

6

charter in 1850.2 The local paper observed that "things are on the;upward

23

2L

See the map on the next page for the layout of Bloomington in 1838.

Capen reported that this area was known as "Nigger Hill," Capen, p. 413.
According to the Census there were forty blacks in Bloomington in 1850.

250apen, pp. 411-412; Burnham, p. 29.

P ,
2OBurnham, P. 37. The corporate limits were designated ‘as encompassing
a territory one-and-a-half miles square, extending three-fourths of a mile '
east, north, west, and south of the northeast corner of Front and Main streets.
‘Revised Ordinances of the City of Bloomington . . . (Bloomington: Wm. E. Foote,

1855), pe 97.
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~tendency" and the city was making "increasing strides to maturity" when it
reported the construction of eighty-five new dwellings in the spring of 1850
and the erection of over one hundred in the following year.27 In early 1850,
. Gridley and Davis addressed a public meeting held for the purpose of dis-
cussihg the need for a plank road from Bloomington to Pekin in order to induce
. settlement in that area by providing a means of marketing surplus produce.28
The need for railroads had long been an abiding concern of Illinois
residents and spéculators. Once their construction was assured, speculators
worked incessantly to secure the location of the roads that would be most
advantageous to iheir interests. Gridley, Fell and~pavis were influential
in ensuring thatithe I1llinois Central railroaé would pass thrbugh Bloc:m:'mg’(‘.on.a9 |
Although wiped out by the financial crash of’1837, both Fell and Gridlgy ,
were successful in amassing large tracts of land throughout the forties and

30

early fifties.” From inspection of the Danville district land tract books,

Paul Wallace Gates reported that Fell and Gridley had each acquired approxs=
imately fifteen thousand acres of land in McLean and the surrounding c:ount:’.es.'?}1
The delugg of litigation during the bankruptcy proceédings of the eariy forties
provided lawyers with much business and ample opportﬁnity to acquire lamd

at their own proce. As lawyers, Gridley and Fell aCQuired much land by purchasing

it cheaply from desperate merchants who had large debts with Eastern wholesale

28

27@31 May 18, 1850; June 30, 1851. Wi, Apr. 13,20, 1850.

Q
2/Burnham,,p. 61.

BOA political dodger circulated when Gridley was a candidate for the State
Senate in 1850 claimed that his debts totaled $52,599--which were entirely erased
when he declared bankruptcy in 1842. Besides speculating on a grand scale and
largely via credit, the flyer accused Gridley of "selling and conveying lands
to which he had no clear titile." His opponents appealed to the voters: '"Look
at his present comfortable condition and then to that of the widows and orphans
whose scanty pittance went to swell the purse of Mr. Gridley, and maintain him
- in ease and luxury.' from "To the Voters of Tazewell, Mclean, lLogaun, DeWitt,
and Macon," (n.d.), on microfilm reel with Bloomington newspapers, Jan. 13,
1838==Nov. 16, 1853, Withers Public Library. «
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- merchants. ’Davis reflected the heightened interesf in land speculation in
the early 1850's;ihe remarked that he had invested all his money and entered

all the land he could, "These lands must rise in value-=it is clear as light."33

- In 1850, Congress passed an act granting theyright-of-way for the

Illinois Central %ailroad and made a grant of publid,lands to the States of
Illihois, Missiséippi and Alabama to aid in the,CQnétruction of the line from
Dunleith (across‘the Mississippi River from Dubuque, Iowa) to Cairo and on
to Mobile, with a‘branch line in Illinois connecting Chicago. Gridley was
in the state senafe at the time the charter for the road was to be granted
and the route speéified by the state. The Il%inois portion was generally
patterned after the Illinois central line of the 1837 Internal Improvements
Act--Bloomington was on this route. When a move was made to locate the line
by way of Peoria and Springfield, Gridley maneuvered to prevent the change
and secured the construction of the central road through McLeah, DeWitt, and
Macon counties, and their principal cities, Bloomington, Clinton and Deca.tur.34
It is not clear to what extent Bloomington was actually in danger of being
by-passed by the railraod since the purpose of the federal land grant in
aiding the railroad was to open up the great prairie region eaét of the Illinois

35

River in central Tllinois.

31Paul Wallace Gates, The Illinois Central Railroad and: Its Colonization
Work (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1934), p. 59,117,161, Gridley
purchased 3,800 acres on June 11, 1850, at a tax sale in McLean County,
Wi, Feb. 19, 1851. : : ;

52\r1hen Gridley's mercantile enterprise failed in 1840, he began practicing
law. Fell had sold his practice to Davis when the latter moved to Bloomigton in
1836, but returned to it after petitioning for bankruptcy. Burnham, p. 30;
Morehouse, Life of Fell, p. 27,29. o ,

i

?3David Davis MSS, Davis to Walker, Oct. 17, 1852, cited in Helen Cavafnaughs
Tunk of Funk's Grove (Bloomington: Pantagraph Printing Co., 1952), p. 123. |

BEEE, Mar. 5, 1851; Duis, p. 44; Burnham, p. 61.

55Gaﬁes, pe 60,



Shortly aiter the passage

in the Bloomington Western Whig‘r

orairie settlement:

The attention of the entlre e
to our own prairie state. An
pouring into our borders from

of the Illinois Central charter9 an editorial
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ast is now directed with eagerness
unceasing tide of immigration is |
almost all quarters of the globe,;

and the marks of industry and enterprise are stamped upon every

brow. We heartily welcome th
prising mechanic to enjoy the

e industrious farmer and enter-
fragrance of nature's richest

garden~-the prairies of the West.

Heretofore, a meager-sized

frontier town on the sparsely settled Illinois

prairie, Bloomington began to boom with the promise of railroads. The distribu=-

of emigrants throughout the prair
réil lines which made commercial
As with fhe I1linois Centr
with rival Illinois cities for ra
~ government would bestow in the ne
Bloomington's position in Illinoi
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The promotional enterprises of th

fortunes while enhancing communit

ie state was greatly facmlltated by the same
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al railroad, Bloomington woul? havé to compete
ilroads and the public’instit;tiong the state
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amounts of land in and around&Bloom;ngton.
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f the human mind, in whose spiendor,

united with that of Art and Discovery, the burning luster of the gold
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after.
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The motivating factor in the settlement of the West wag largely
gconomic. Americans migrated westward and foreign immigrants;deserﬁed their
homelands to seek a better living on the prairies and in the ﬁowns and cities.

of the WestGBS

The early settlers in Bloomington who owned the land upon
which the city was eventually built, however, were in a positibn to?benefit
economically from the settlement of newcomers. Through the Amerlcan insti-

tution of private ownership of land, these early residents stcod to reap

38Donald F. Tingley, "Anti-Intellectualism on the Illincis Frontieér,™
in Essays in Tllinois History . o ed. by Tlngley (Carbondale° Southern
Illinois Unlver51ty Press, 1968), p. 5.




CHAPTER III
THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PRAIRIE CITY'S ECONOMIC BASE

The cominé of the railroads in the 1850?é signified the passing of
the frontief characteristics of Tllinois settlementfi With the Illinois
Central first opéning the way down the middle of the:state, the railroads
stimulated cultiﬁation of the fertile prairie landstand encouraged the‘
growth of supporting towns and cities. By 18‘719 a pamphlet extolling the

3

advantages of Bldomington would proclaim.

Less than half a century has passed, and Illinois has become the
fourth State in the Confederation. What was then the far West has
become the center of civilization. What was then a wild, unbroken
and but partially explored territory, has become the Garden State
of the Unions . . Cities have been built, rivalling in beauty,
wealth, and population, the oldest settled portions of the country.
Towns and villages have sprung up on every hand, and farms,
orchards and vineyards adorn the hills and valleys of our lovely
prairies.

As early as 1855, the first Bloomington city directory--itself an un-
‘,mistakable indication of approaching urban-status--attributed the recent rise
of the city to the completion of two railroads through Bloomington.2 Con-
struction on the‘illinois Central Railroad northward from Bloomington began
in the spring ofy1852, and by May of the following year trains were running
from LaSalle to Bloomington. Shortly after granting the IC charter, the

state legislature authorized the extension of the Alton & Sangamon railroad

from Springfield to Bloomington. In October of 1853, cars were running

1R. S. Lawrence, The Evergreen City: Past, Present and Future of
Bloomington, McLean County, Illinois (Bloomington: R. S. Lawrence, 1871), p. 9.

2J. R. Freese, Bloomington City Directory, for the Years 1855-6
(Bloomington: J. Wesley Wolfe, 1855), p. 3; see also ISJ, May 4, 185k,




=Bl
from Springfield to Bloamingtonej
Telegraph lines? spread in the wake of railrcad expansibn, cdntributed
to the transformation of frontier ways of life. At the end offJanuary of
18549 a telegraph connection was |completed between Bloomingto&iand ﬁhe state

* . et oas . PO
- capital, initiating a new era of |instantaneous communication. -

The Chicago & Alton Shops

A development closely folldwing the advent of railroadsé%hat would simi-
- i

i

larly assume a significant role in the city's prosperity was the location in

1854 of the machine shops of the |Chicago & Alton Railroad. dJames Ailin, his

son William, and the nucleus of Bloomington boosters—-Gridley{ Fellgand Davis-
directed a campaign in order to secure the establishment of tée shoﬁs in
Bloomington. A tract of land of over six acres on the west‘side oféthe tracks
at the western edge of town was donated to the railrocad for igs repéir shops
and a one acre plot on the opposite side of the line, designaged as%the site
of the passenger depolt, was deeded to the company by William éllin ?or three

5

dollars.” An unsuccessful attempt was madewpy;Bloomiﬁgtéh"pro@otérsito“acquiré
the railroad shops of the IC to further boost the industrial interests of the

city. Its shops were located instead at Wapella, a town estaglished by the

24855 City Directory, ppe 3-4; Etzard Duis, The Good OLd Times in
MclLean County, Illinois (Bloomington: ILeader Publishing & Printing House,
1674), pe 033 J.He. Burnham, History of Bloomington and Normal in McLean County
Illinois (Bloomington: J.H. Burnham, 1879), pp. 62=63. :

In 1852, the Alton & Sangamon was authorized to extend to Chicago and
the name changed to the Chicago & Mississippi. The Joliet and Bloomington
extension linked up with the Joliet and Chicago Railroad and by August of ,
1854, Bloomington was connected with Chicago by rail. These lines combined
became the Chicago, Alton & St. Louis Railroad in 1355, with the name changed

" to the Chicago & Alton Railroad in 1861. (4s a matter of convenience, this

railroad will be referred to as the C&A.) Burnham, p. 63; Duis, p. S4.
The C&A passed through Bloomington to the westj the IC to the east, inter-
secting at what is now Normal. ‘

qst? Jaﬁ; 30, 1654, 5Burnham, ppe 83=84,

ey
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IC on land it acquired in the huge land grant by the state,6

-

The repair shops, the foundry,,an&“ﬁﬁéjgér shops of thq C&A provided
employment for axlarge number of mechanics and laborers. Many %ffthe;workers
induced to iocate in Bloomington because of the C&A shops(wer; recegt Irish
 immigrants who were previously engaged in theycqnstructiOn of‘Qailroads in
central Illinois. As a central point between the termini of the road,
numerous conductors, brakemen, firemen, and engineers resided in Bloomington
and further added to the growth of the city. By January of 1856, 320
Bloomington residents were involved in the operation of the C&A railroad.7

| In the early period of railroad excitement (1850-1857), aspiring
Bloomington promoters contemplated various east-west rail routes in order
-to establish their city as the railroad center of Illinois and to further
prairie settlemeﬁt in those directions. An eastern connection was desired
with Lafayette, fndiana, with eventual extension to Peoria and the Missis=
sippl River to thé west. Early in 1853, the State Senate passed a bill
introduced by Bloomington’s Senator Gridley incorporating the Bloomington
and Wabash Valley:Railroad, Although efforts in thié direction were strenu-
ously exerted by‘many Bloomington lawyers and merchaﬁts, this line was not
completed to Lafayette until 18725 the extension tO‘Peoria was not in opera=
tion until;1885o8;

Leading Bloomington citizens took an interest in another movement to

.establish their city on a route extending from Peoria to Lafayette. Through

®rpia. p. 62.

7&2, Jan. 23, 1856. In 1866, 500 men were employed in the various shops
of the road and by 187k, at least 680 men who resided in Bloomington were em-
ployed by the road. A Gazetteer of Mclean County . o . To Which is Added a

City Directory . - » 1666 (Chicago: Bailey & Hair, 1666), p. 13; Duis, p. 88.

%gg, Jan. 19, 1853; I8J, May 4, 1854; Burnham, p. 62.



the efforts of Peoria's promoters, however, the line passed through El Paso .
and Chenoa to theknorth of Bloomington when the road was completed in 185759
Another road projected in the fifties which failed to materialize until much
later was the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington, and Pekin Railroad. First pro-
posed in the period of intense railroad fever du;ing‘the construction of the
IC and the C%A, the road was chartered by the state in 1857. However, the
last rail in Bloomington was not laid until May of 1870. Thus, Bloomington's

rail connections for nearly two decades were on north-south roads aloneeqo

Reilroads and Agriculture

The introduction of the railroads on the prairies encou?aged the agri-
cultural development of McLean County and enhanced the value of its lands.
The most rapid settlement in the county's history occurred in ?he three years
following the completion of the IC and the C&A railroads.f Lane thaﬁ had been
entered only a few years previously at the government price 0f-$1.2§ per acre
commanded between five and twenty-five dollars in 1857. Some:ecreage that ’
was bought for four dollars in 1853 was bringing’three times tﬁat oﬁly three%
years latereqq : ; j

Before 1850, the land that had been officially entered 1n McLean County
4was almost entirely in the vicinity of the timbered areas. By 1855, the only
remaining lands for sale--besides a few sections in the extreme southeast

}

corner of the county, far removed from railroads--were held by‘the illinois

9Helen Cavanaugh, Funk of Funk's Grove (Bloomington: Pentagfaph
Printing Co., 1952), pp. 117=113;| Burnham, p. 62. o

BI May 18, 1853; DP, Mar, 9, 1857; Duis, p. 9%. Promotional efforts
to establish east-west railroad cpnnections will be discussed more extensively
in Chapter IV. The Daily Pantagrgph was first issued regularly in ‘185‘,7a
The Weekly Pantagraph was continued.for sometime thereafter.

11Newton Bateman and Paul Selby (eds), Hlstorlcal Encyclopedla of Illinois
and History of Mclean County, I (Chicago: Munsell Publishing boe? ?908), Do 6523
Cavanaugh, p. 128.




Central Railroad912 As part of its two-and-a-half million acre land grant
in Tllinois, the IC received almost 110,000 acres in Mclean Cmunty 1n 1852,
Although the price of the remaining government lands within Bix mlles of

the railroad was increased to $2{50 per acre to compensate for those sections

transferred to the railroad, the public domain rapidly dlSSlpated ig the years

before the IC opened its land ci‘"fices.,l3 f
The IC land office in Bloomington opened on September é?s 1854. Due

to his own extensive land operations in the area, Asahel Grldlej was appointed

the road's agent for Mclean and Woodford Counties. Within a month Grldley

reported the sale of over fifteen thousand acres in McILean County at an average

. J—

price of $9.97 per acre. The rush for pralrxe”Iénds in the wake of railroads

assured the steady rise of land prices. By January 15, 1857,§the Bloomington’f

land office had recorded the sale of over 107,000 acfes~—threé-fourﬁhs of

which were in McLean County--at an average price of approXimaﬁely fifteen

dollars per acreeqq Then the race for western lands subsided temporarily with

the depressed economic conditions of the late fifties. But following the

1ZCompare the land entry maps for MclLean County as of 1850 and 1855
in Arthur Weldon Watterson, Economy and Land Use Patterns of McLean County,
Illinois, Department of Geography Research Paper No. 17 (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1950), pp. 53-54.

3Bateman and Selby, I, p. 652; II, p. 745. On June 4, 1852, the State
of Illinois granted the IC railroad 109,035 of the 751,360 acres in McLean
County. Entry Book #3 (Nov. 3, 1851=-~July 31, 1858), McLean County Recorder's
Office. TFor the location of the IC lands in the county, see the map in
Bateman and Selby, II, opposite p. 752.

14Pau1 Wallace Gates, The Illinois Central and Its Colonization Vork
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 193L4), pp. 161-162: Arthur Charles
Cole, The Era of the Civil War Vol. III of The Centennlal History of Illinois,
ed. by Clarence W. Alvord (5 vols, Springfields . Illln01s Centennial Commission,
1917-1920), p. 87; WP, Jan. 21, 1857.

Gates reports that Gridley was accused by contemporarles of "having sold

large amounts of land under his charge to bogus purchasers who a551gned their
contracts over to him." Gates, p. 165,




Civil War, the intensity of Illinois settlement resumed and by 1870, almost

all of the acreage in Mclean County had been entered.15

Innovations in agricultural technology contributed to the flourishing

interest in prairie farming in the 1850's and 1860's. Improvements in the

self-polishing steel plow, the one-handed corn planter, the corn-cultivator,

and the reaper and mower complete
prairies. By 1854, according to
imately half the manual labor it

Prairie farming became inc

1y revolutionized the cultiva%ion of the
one local history, farming reguired approx=
had just ten years previously;1

reasingly commercial with the advent of rail=-

. roads and improvements in grain production. . The early livestobk raising

primacy of MclLean County agricult

ure gradually gave way to a predominantly

cash-grain economy. The railroads provided the first economical means of Y

transporting grain crops. Elevat

ors appeared at short intervals along the

railroads, providing farmers with ready access to storage ‘and shlpment fa01l~

- ities. By the end of the decade

of the fifties--when Illln01s had achleved

first rank among corn-growing states--the center of the corn belt had shlfted

from the Illinois River valley to
Bloomington developed into
surrounding county filled quickly

in Bloomington's population corre

158ee the land entry map f
The 1900 Census reported that ove
were operated by tenants. Gates!
‘Tenants," discusses how the poli
large-scale land-holding and furt
Illinois. Journal of the Illinoi

17

the prairies of the east central countles,
a transshipment and market center as the
in the fifties and sixties. The increase

sponded to the rise in the county's population

or McILean County as of 1870 in Watterson, p. 57.
r fifty percent of the farms in McLean County
article, "Frontier Landlords and Pioneer

cies of the government and the IC encouraged
hered tenancy on the prairies of central

s State Historical Society, XXXVIII (June,

T1llinois Central, passim.

1o45), 143-206. See also Gates,

16Bateman and Selby, I, pe

1?Wa‘tterson, ppe =5, 673

7hly,

Cole, p. 75




in this peried of prodigious settlement. A young city of 1600 in 1850,
Bloomington's population tripled by 1855, and reached over 7,COO by5’1860e
In this same decade, the county's population nearly trlpled expandlng

rapidly from 10,000 to almost 29,000. Although the rates of 1ncrease were

f

R

lower in the sixties, the numerical galnsw;ﬁ/pOPulatlon in thls decade ‘were
the greatest in the nineteenth century for both the city and E@e county°
Bloomingtan's population more than doubled=--reaching 14,600 bé 1870;~while
the county's population grew by 25,000 to nearly 54,000. The }emarkable
growth of Bloomington and the county in the period, 1850-1870, resulted in
prominent ranking in the state. Among Illineois cities, Bloomington'g popu=-
lation ranked fifth in 1870, while in the lisf of leading counties, McLean

stood in fourth rank, surpassed only by Cook, LaSalle, and Adams.18

Shippin

The foundation of Bloomington's economic base in the second half‘of
the nineteenth century was its rich agriciiltural hinterlend. Traversed by
two of the earliéét railréads in the state, Bloomington was the central
collection point for the shipment of grain and livestock produce for the
more than,one-théusand square mile Mclean County. Large guantities of corn
and wheat and leSSer amounts of barley and oats weré{shipped'from‘Bloomington.
The‘1870 Census reported that the eleven million bushels of’porn raised in
Mclean Counfy we#e more than any other county in the nation. Much of its
corn was marketed in the form of hogs and cattle. Nearly half a million
bushels of wheat were shipped from Bloomington in 1857. Although wheat4shipé

ments fell off sharply in 1858 due to the failure of the crop of winter wheaﬁ,

18Populaiion figures from Table II in the Appendix, "Population In-
c¢rease by Decade." See also Table ITI in the Appendlx9 "Populat10n° Mclean.
‘County, Bloomington, and Normal."
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shipments of corn increased to 128,000 bushels. ILivestock shipments from

Bloomington in 1856 totalled 14,349 hogs, 5611 cattle, and 1628 sheep°19
The remarkable growth of Bloomington's function as an égricultural

: shipping‘station‘by 1669 is evidenced by the appearance of a’éeekly review

of Bloomington's markets in the Daily Pantagraph and by weekli tabulations

recorded in terms of railcar-loads instead of bushels or heads of sfock.

In the first few months of 1869, the Pantagraph reported weekiy shipments

of hogs averaging approximately five car-loads and corn averaging ten car-
loads. By 1869, the great majority of the local wheat crop was being pro¥
cessed ;n Bloomington flour mills. Flour shipments averaged éﬁer fizg hundreﬁ
barrels weekly in the early months of 1869, compared with a tdial shipment |
of only 2200 barrels in the year 1858. With the north-south drientétion of i»f
the railroads traversing Bloomington, Chicago and St. Louis wéie thé primary
‘destinations for shipmentsAoriginating in Bloomington, théﬂlagger p%rtion

being sent to Chicago.eo

Manufacturing

In 1870, Bloomington claimed sixty manufacturing establishmegts that
keach’produced more than a thousand dollars worth of manufactured articles
‘yearly.,z1 With the exception. of [the shops of the C&A railroad; the ?argest
of these manufacturing firms were| almost entirely limited to aéricuiture~
related indﬁstries. The relationship of agriculture to Bloomiégton manu—

f&ctures««primarily,'grain procesping and agricultural implements--was either.

as a direct supplier of raw materfials or as a consumer of finished products

for farm use.

qngJs Jun. 2, 1859; Cavanaugh, p. 151.

2O, Feb. 9, Mar. 9,23, Abr. 20, Jun. 8, 1869; ISJ, Jun. 2, 1859.

2110uise A. Lange, '"The Social and Economic History of éloomfngton,
Tllinois," (unpublished master's lthesis, University of Illinois, 1939), p. 16.
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The rapid increase in whegt production in the fifties made Tllinois
the leading state for flour milling in the nation by 1860. The secénd
ranking manufacture in Illinois behind flour milling was the distiliing

!

and brewing industry, also dependent on the grain production éf theéIllinois

prairies for its raw materials. 'Mirroring this.trend, by 1871, Bloémington
had five flour mills, a distillery and three brewerieso22 % |

In the earl& years of industrialization in Illinois, tﬁe locétion
of factories engaged in the production of bulky commodltles, such as agri-
cultural implements and wagons, was usually closely connected w1th the markets
for those goods. In 1870, the firm of Brokaw, Ellsworth & Co;‘was annually
producing over two thousand of the "celebrated,Biﬁémlngton Cllpper Plows."

In the production of cultivators, mowers, and reapers, the Bloomlngton ' 7

‘r’i

Manufacturing Company employed between seventy and eighty penpie, and ten
firms were engaged in the manufacture of wagons in Bloomingtonta3

Two Bloomington-based enterprises that benefitted immenéely from the
city's early advantageous rail connections and divere able to secure extensive
trade connections for the distribution of their goods were Wakefield & édm—
- pany and the F. K. Phoenix Nursery. Dr. Cyrenius Wakefield established a
drugstore in Bloomington in 1850 and six years later built a large medicine
~ factory dn‘East Washington Street. His various patent remedies for ague,

fever and other frontier maladies were sold widely in Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa,

Missouri, and southwestern states.2

' 22Fred Lee Nesbit, "A Survey of Manufacturing in the Old Northwest,
1850 to 1860," (unpubllshed master's thesis, Illinois State Normal Unlver51ty9
1963), pp. 61, 1015 Lawrence, p. 45.

23' olland's Bloomington City Directory, For 1870-71 (Chmcago° Western
Publlshlng Companj, 1870), pp. 32,34,232,317. ' .

241bid.$ Pe 34; Burnham, pp. 87-88. 1In 1860, Wakefield began publishing
an almanac as an advertising circular. By 1879, his in-house presses were
printing a mllllonuand—a~half almanacs in English, German, Norwegien, and Swedlsh.
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Franklin Phoenix located his nursery business in Bloomington in 1854
primarily because of the city's promising shipping facilities. By 1858,
-Phoenix had eighty acres under cultivation, planted with a variety of fruit
trees, ornamental:shrubbery and evergreens. He did an extremely thriving
business in many states in the period, 1866-187Q. During that time his
six=-hundred acre nursery northeast of Bloomington was the secohd largest
in the nation. In the peak season in 1869, he emplo&ed nearly four hundred
hands and shipped as many as sixty-five car-loads of trees in one week.
However, his business began to decline after 1870, largely as a result of
25

the increase of nurseries in Iowa, Kensas and Missouri.

Service Industries and Prospects for Expansion

The rapid growth of the city and its hinterland supﬁorted a consideré‘
able number of sérvice—related activities in Bloomington,/inclﬁding grain
- shipping and stofage facilitiés,'commercial enterprises, construction trades,
financial institutions, thé professions, and other service industries.a
These service=related industries arose to Serve a consuming population en-
gaged in farming‘and manufacturing. Thus, Bloomington's development followed
a typical sequence of growth for agricultural market-centers. Under the
gtimulus of the railroads, growth was initiated by the expansion of the

agricultural settlement and productivity of McLean County. Manufacturing

25School Record of McLean County and Other Papers, Vol. II of Mclean
County Historical Society Transactions (Bloomington: Pantagraph Printing :
and Stationery Co., 1903), p. 660; Burnham, p. 79; DP, Apr. 28, Aug. &, 1869.

261n 1870, there were 143 retail dealers selling between $1000 and
$25,000 worth of goods anually, and 41 wholesale dealers with sales over
$25,000 yeariy. -Lange, p. 16. , _
The 1870 City Directory listed: & grain dealers, &4 planing mills, 9 lumber
dealers, 5 banks, 15 insurance agents, 45 lawyers, over 4O physicians and
dentists, 5 hotels, 30 boarding houses, and 8 newspapers.




activities develéped that were largely agriculture-related, either as a
consumer of grains or as a supplier of agricultural implements and farm
supplies. And those engaged in farming and manufacturing supported a
variety of service=related industries.27

The economic base that had evolved in Bleomington by 1870 was largely
- attributable to the filling up of the surrounding county. The observation
that the population growth of Bloomington and the county after 1870 came
in modest increments, both absolute and relétive, suggests thgt the future
prosperity of the city was circumscribed and limited to its f&nction as a
market-service center. T -

McLean County lands were almost entirely entered by 18%0, and although
ﬁtiiizaﬁién would expand with improvements in drainage techniques ih the
1880's, the farming population would increase only slightlys iThe expansion
of agriculture-related manufacturing would be closely dependeﬁt on marginal
increases in agricultural préductivity and increasing mechanization. The
location in Bloomington of manufacturing establishments not tied to‘agricultgre
would éepend on accessibility to natural resources or proximi%y to sufficienf
markets. Transportation advantage was the crucial component here, But as |
we have seen in the first chapter, by 1870, Bloomington was dgminatgd by

the metropolitan hegemony of Chicago and the tendency in the industrializing

national economy was toward the agglomeration of manufacturing concerns in

27Any refined analysis of the relative proportions of those engaged
in farming, manufacturing or service industries is hampered by the absence
of essential data on Bloomingtoni{s economic basze. The published census
manufacturing returns for this périod contain only aggregate figures for
McIlean County, statistics are not available for Bloomington. The sources
that have been used here--city directories, newspapers, and Lawrence's
promotional publication (The Eveygreen City)--contain only variable, im-
"precise data on selected economi¢ activities. For an idea of the limita-
tions on the reliability of the published census returns, see;Margaret
Walsh, "The Value of Mid-Nineteenth Century Manufacturing Returns: :The
Printed Census and the Manuscripl Census Compilations Compared,Y Historical
Methods Newsletter (1971), 43-51 ! :
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large cities. The growth of service industries would, of cour@e, depend
on the continued viability of farming and manufacturing.

The trend toward population stabilization, or even lowef rates of
growth, was the fear of all ambitious city boosters. In ordefjto assure
a sustained growth atmosphere, and deflect warn;pgs that the "éity was
out~growing‘the country,"28 aspiring Bloomington promoters enéeavoréd to
help the community to acquire the '"attributes of city status"iihat éould
.attract new residents and enhance land values. Promotive effortis wére in
evidence throughout the period, 1850-1870; periodic setbacks Q§uld éot
dissipate entirely their urban optimism. Despite vague measures fo%gguaging
the benefits accruing to the city=--i.e., incréasing land priceé andéaddin
tional population--attributable to specific ''successful® booster efﬁorts,

promotional schemes were continuglly advanced. In this period of rapid

‘settlement in Illinois® history, the potential for local initiativegin

urban imperialistic competition was greater than it would ever:be again.

28933 May 21, 1869,



CHAPTER IV

TO MAKE A CITY GROW

o
g e

The rapid and wonderful growth of Western towns and cities is a
subject of general conversation, not only among ourselves; but all
over this broad Union! A wild prairie to-day and a city fo-
morrow! . . o To those used only to seeing the slow, snail-like
pace of Eastern towns and cities, the hurry, bustle, seeming=-
confusion and railroad speed of Western progress seem strange

and unaccountable; and, not until they themselves have fully
entered into the strife, do they realize that things can be done
as well by the steam and lightning principle, as upon the snail
and ox principle.

The rapid pace of growth of Illinois prairie cities with the construc-
tion of railroads in the early 1850's stimulated the imagination of city ’
boosters and gave birth to prospects of urban ascendancy. 'éfomoters sought
to acquire for their respective cities a generous share of the immense tide
Tof migration that was quickly populating Illinois. Bloomington's boosters,

seeing their city treble in population from 1850 to 1855, were especially

optimistic of Bloomington's potential for greatness. The Weekly Pantagraph,

after extolling ﬁhe attributes of Bloomington, posited with great certainty,
that, "it requires no prophet’s eye to see that Bloqmington is to rapidly‘
rise to the firsﬁ,rank among the cities of(Illinoiséf'2

Although rhetorical claims of Bloomington's ufban potential appeared
frequently throughout this period (1850-1870), it is doubtful whether seriéué

hopes of primacy among western cities were ever cherished in Bloomingtomn.

St. Louis was, by 1850, a well-established urban center with a population

Je R. Freese9 Bloomington City Directory, for the Years 18556
(Bloomington: J. Wesley Wolf, 1655); pe To

zﬂgs;Mar.fﬂ4, 1855; see also WP, Jul. k, 1855.
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of 78,000, Chicago had, among other assets, the advantage of:an early lead
among Illinois cities~-its 1850 population of nearly 30,000 w;s many times
greater than that of other Illinois contenders--—and would mushroom in the
fifties to-over 100,000. There was, however, considerable opportunltJ for

a modicum of urban success. The railroad instigated large-scale develop—-
ment of the Illinois interiorj; new trade routes would evolve,fmarket facil= f
ities and industrial establishments would be needed to servicé the vast

< agricultural community. But cities did not simply rise out of the prairies ﬁ
organically. Competition among inchoate cities to become regionalyﬁenters

. of commerce and manufacturing precipitated intense rivalry. éity béosters
worked incessantly to secure advantages that would attract po?ulatién and
assure the continued prosperity of their cities in the periodiafteréthe
.initial widespread settlement of| Illinois. In 1855, Je Re Freese, % Bloom=-
“ington physician and businessman, appealed to his fellow!;itizens té main-
tain a competitive advantage for|Bloomington in the race withéotherﬁaspiring
" prairie cities.

. We, of Bloomington, have been wont to think that our placé was?

par excellence, the Prairie €ity of the State, and, on the pr1n~
ciple that "every crow should think her own young ones the
whitest," it was and is right that we should think soj neverthe-
less; it is well for us to bear in mind that other places have
entered the field against us, and nothing short of continued
exertion, perserverance and |'eternal vigilance,' can secure to
us, eventually, the palm of yictory.>

Bletter from J. R. Freese, WP, Dec. 12, 1855, Freese, a self-appointed
appraiser of American cities, traveled widely, assessing the attribptes and
prospects of towns and cities. [his particular letter was written from St.
Louis while on a southward journpy to New Orleans and Galveston. The speci-
“fic rival Freese had in mind in this letter was Decatur, %hrongh whlch he
had passed on his way to St. Louis by rail.

In his 1855-6 Bloomington city directory (p. &), Freese "reported°”
"I have myself travelled through sixteen states, and visited many of the

principal towns and cities in each, and give it as my calm, and seﬁtled
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With their criteria of urlan success uniformly expresseé in population

numbers and land values, those mdst actively engaged in city p}omotion in-

cluded land-holders, businessmen, and newspaper editors. If aicity:could

continue to attract new residents, the sustained demand for tdﬁn—loﬁs would

enhance land values, the market dapacity of the community would 1ncrease,

and newspapers would be guarantedd long lives. (Newspapers depended sub-

- stantially on the advertising revenues of business.) The prlmary commod-

ities that city promotional activities sought were railroads, 5manuféctures,

and what public institutions the |state could bestow. The pers pectlve of

the booster-minded was characteristically future-orlenfed the appeal was

for present advantage and liberality in enterprise in order to secu;e future

prosperity. The editor of the Weekly Pantagraph represented ﬁhis outlook

in an admonishing note to land-holders.

Real estate owners should not be so anxious to secure a good bar~
gain today as to forget the future and injure themselves. ' A prac-
tice of Vskinning" all those who may wish to settle in a certain
region will divert emigration to a more liberal quarter, and thus
the "skinners' will eventually discover that they have taken off -
their own hides. We would not by any means-charge any of our
real estate owners with being among those "skinners," but it
should be a question too with them all, how far a liberal .ten-
dency toward enterprising eastern emigrants will be to their

own and the c¢ity's and their county's benefit. They should take

a broad view of the subject, and not confine themﬁelves down to
the present moment; but look off into the future. :

conviction that in beauty and location; healthfulness of climate; richness
of surrounding country; enterprise and urbanity of its citizens, there is
no' place in the whole United States which excels, or even equals our own
beautiful city; and we venture to predict that in less than ten years

from this date our city will contain a population of not less than 20,000,
with manufactories and Public Institutions equal, if not superior, to

‘any city of like size, in the mighty Westl

I
wp, Mar. 1k, 1855.



FEast-West Railroads

The most crucial component of urban achievement for prairie cities
was transportatioh access. Without railroads, the pbssibility of growth
was extremely remote for interior, land-bound towns. The acquistion of
railroads would ihduce marketing and commercial facilities and enable the
city to be Considered as a location for manufacturing establishments.
Rivalry among coﬁpeting cities was common in the scfémble to‘secure rail
connectiohs in thé fifties and‘sixties. After the two major downstate,
north-south railfoads——the I1linois Central and the Chicago & Alton-~were
assured;for Bloomington, promotional efforts were directed to securing
east—west‘roads.f»David Davis expressed the desire df many Bloomington
boosters, "If we could get a railroad from Peoria té‘Lafayette through,herek
- I would be safisfied; Three railroads intersecting ﬁere Wouid make this
a large towne"5

Various east-west railroad projects were advocated by Bloomington
promoters in the mid-fifties to make Bloomington the‘rail center of central
Tllinois and proﬁide direct communication with the East. Rail extension
in én easterly direction was considered essential, connection being desired
with Danville and Indianapolis by one route, and Lafayette9 Indiana, by
another. From those points in Indiana, Blogmington would be connected with
the chains of railroads stretching eastward to Philadelphia, New York, and
Baltimore. Accesé to the timber and coal regions of Indiana would provide
building materials and fuel at reduced prices.6 A railroad from Danville

was emphasized for the effect it would have on the development of the

5Davis to W. P. Walker, Mar. 14, 1853, cited in Helen Cavanaugh, Funk
of Funk's Grove (Bloomington: Pantagraph Printing Co., 1952), p. 116.

6313 Nov. 2, 1853,




southeastern portion of the county, and the concomitant increase in land

prices it would induce.

Heretofore that portion of the county has been destitute of rail-
road communication, and has remained comparatively unknown to the
outer world. The construction of this road will at once open a
ready route to market, and the stream of travel which will roll
over it will bring within view of its attractive wild lands many
who are seeking homes in the West--securing their speedy settle-
ment. The immediate and continuous rise in the value of property
through all that gquarter will of course by great.7

And with the extension of the routes in a westerly direction through
Peoria or Pekin to the Mississippi River and Burlington or Kedkuk, Iowa,

Bloomington would become an important point on the migration channel to the

West. By 1856, Bloomington businessmen were beginning to feel that the lack

of an east-west railroad would confine their city's future to h satellite

dependence on Chicago. The Weekly Pantagraph presented this view in an
editorial urging community cooperation in the construction of an east-west

road.

We are here very nearly upon the same parallel of latitude with
Pittsburg, but the great tide of travel which sets westward from
that point can only reach us by a long circuit. The living river
which continually rolls through Chicago into Northern Illinois
and Central Towa would readily yield us a portion of its current,
were a convenient channel opened to tap its tributary streams. ;
And surely we have inducements enough to present in this magni-|
ficent country, to draw off a goodly portion of this tide of
life for the inundation of our fertile prairies, were it once
directed through us. . . we believe a good East and West road,
judiciously located, would not be less important in its 1nf1§~
ence upon our prosperity than either of the completed lines.

The construction costs of railroads were formidablej a;projected road |

from,Bloomingt0n°to Pekin was estimated to require $25,000 per;milegg

7%p, Mar. 9, 1857.  OWR| Nov. 26, 1856. ‘MR, Feb. 6, 1856.
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Capital was difficult to obtain f#om private sources within,thé sﬁaﬁ; or
from Eastern investors, and state;support for the expansion oféthe t?ansn
portation system was prohibited.qo In order to facilitate conétruct;on,
the state passed legislation enabling municipaiities—~cities, éounti;s,
townships, incorporated towns--to subscribe up to $100,000 for:share% of
the capital stock of railrocads. Iocal subscriptions were contgngention
approval by a majority of the qualified ‘\ro’ce:r‘s.!,‘H

Public meetings were frequentlyﬂheld”iﬁ/éﬁglgéwns and cities along
projected roads to drum up interest, to solicit private subsc%iptioﬁs, and
mobilize to secure municipal aid. In the newspaper reports offthese:meetings,
.the names of Asahel Gridley and Jesse Feil consistently appearias the orga=

nizers and speakers at these meetings.12 Fell was the most aggressive pro-

moter of Bloomington's railroad interests. To propagandize projected roads,

1OKathleenBessie Jacklin, "Local Aid to Railroads in Illinois, 1848~

- 1870,"  (unpublished master's thesis, Cornell University, 1958), pp. 1=3.

The Internal Improvements Act of 18%7 over-extended the state's resources
and was a major factor in the collapse of state credit during the depression
following the Panic of 1837 when it left the state with a massive debt.

From this experience, state assistance for railroads was prohibited by the
Illinois Constitution of 1848. Ibid.

11Ibid., pp. 6=7. 1In 1870, the people of Illinois voted to prohibit
further local aid to railroads. In the two decades of municipal subsidi=-
zation, $22 million of public funds went to 1mplement the construction of
Illinois railroads. Ibid, pp. 244-2L6.

12Ibr reports of meetings, see BI, May 8, Sept. 14, 1853, and WP,
Feb. 6, 1856. :

The majority of the Bloomington citizens that appeared in reports of
public railroad meetings and as incorporators of east-west railroads were :
long=-time residents of the city with considerable land-holdings in and around
the city. Besides Gridley end Fell, David Davis, William F. Flagg, John W.
Fwing, Williem T. Major, Kersey Fell (Jesse's brother), James H. Robinson,
Allen Withers, William H. Temple, John Moore, and John E. McClun were some
of those most frequently appearing. See the incorporatores of the Blooming=-
ton and Wabash Valley Railroad, BI, Mar. 23, 1853: and the incorporators
of the Danville and Bloomington Rallroad DpP, Mar. 9§ 1857.
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‘Tell often presented a list of resolutions he had prepared before=hand to
be voted upon by those attending such meetings and to be published in the
" newspapers of the cities along the proposed route. The following is an
example of the resolutions presented by Fell at a well-attended meeting
’of Bloomington citizens in September, 1853, to promote the Mississippi

and Wabash Railread.

Resolved, That however important to the future growth and pros-
perity of our infant city, the two Railroads intersecting at
this place, and now in rapid process of construction are, we
-cannot but regard the projected Mississippi and Wabash Rail-
road, as an enterprise of higher importance in the development
of our agricultural and manufacturing resources, and as the
erowning leaf' in that system of railroads that is to consti-
tute Bloomington the Railroad Metropolis of Central Illinois.

@

At this meeting Fell urged the city to subscribe fifty thousand
dollars stock in the railroad. Following a vigorous campalgn directed by
Fell, the city voted 340 to 5 on October 15, 1853, to approve the recommended
subscrlptmn./]LF De5p1te the efforts of Fell, Grldley and others, the rail-

road encountered,dlfflcultles in acquiring the necessary capital and did not
succeed until the‘late 1860's.,

Similar efforts were exerted by Bloomington entrepreneurs in the mide=
fifties to secure the construction of the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington, and
Pekin Railroad. Meetings were held along the route in 1856 and 1857, with
Gridley addressihg the assemblies and Fell offering resolutions to be ap-
proved. By the time a vote was held on local aid in November of 1857,,
economic depressionﬂhad set in and the proposal to grant $100,000 from the

proceeds of the sale of county swamp-land was defeated 1570 to 1166915

14

13§;, Sept. 14, 1853, BI, Oct. 19, 1853,

15J. H. Burnham, History of Bloomington and Normal in McLean County,
Illinois (Bloomington: J.H. Burnham, 1579), pp. 63=bk.,
It is difficult to derive from the newspapers and the local histories

very precise reasons for the failures of these two roads in the fifties. Indeed,
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Fast-west railroad projects, dormant in the late fifties and post-
poned by the Civil War, resumed in Bloomington and the surrounding country
“in 1866. By this time a new dimension had been added to the expressed need
for east-west rail facilities. Agitation appeared among McLean County
farmers against fhe freight-rate structure of railroads and the exploita~
tive warehousing{policies of Chicago grain magnates;

The closing of the Mississippi River during the Civil War had forced
all of the grain;shipments of central Illinois northward,‘créatiﬁg monopoly
conditions for the Chicago & Alton and the Illinoié'CehtraJ.and the,graip—
handling facilities in Chicago. Although Chicago was not the terminal
point for grain shipments, the lack of direc£ eastern rail connections
forced Mclean County farmers to route their grain through Chicago, where
elevator,charges and transfer costs reduced their profit. The exorbitant
freight-rates aﬁd Chicago. handling charges;widened éhe gap between the mar-
ket price of grain ih the east and/the price receivéd by the farmers. In
1866, the New York wholesale price for grains averaged twenty-four cents
“more per bushel}than what the McLean County farmerlreceived.j6 Easﬁ—west
railroads were now advocated not only to enhance thé competitive advantége
of Bloomington in acquiring manufactures and access to raw materials, but

17

also to increase competition among railroads and reduce freight-rates.

using the local histories it is very trying to trace the development of
what appears to bave been at least two distinct proposals for east-west
roads traversing Bloomington; the Peoria-Lafayette route and the Pekin-
Danville-Indianapolis route. The names of the roads seem to change with
but the slightest variation in the proposal. Frances Morehouse appears

to have confused these roads in what seems to be her discussion of efforts
for a single east-west route in the fifties. The Life of Jesse W. Fell
(Urbena: University of Illinois, 1916), pp. 87-00.

, 16Newton'ﬁateman and Paul Selby (eds.), Historical Encyclopedia of
T1llinois and History of Mclean County, I (Chicago: Munsell Publishing
Company, 1900), pe 742

o, Jun. 18, 1866.



Interest in the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington, and Pekin Railroad
(DUB&P) and the ILafayette, Bloomington and Mississippi Railroad (LB&M)18
revived with widespread popular support, both in Bloomington and the rural
areas of the county. In 1866 and early 1867, the Pantagraph carried several
editorial pleas for east-west railroads and for all new rail projects in
general. There was also a movement at this time to secure the Jacksonville
branch of the C&A--the St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago Railroad. This
road would run southwest from Bloomington to Jacksonville, passing through
the towns of Covell and Stanford in Mclean County. Gridley aﬁd Fell were
the‘prime movers in this effort, both having close connectioné with fhe
C&A railroad. At a meeting in support of‘thi; road-~at which;Fell once

~again presented a set of resolutions and Gridley offered to personally sub-
rséribe $10,000~-a plan was adopted to urge the city to vote~ai$100,boo sube~
scription in aid of the railroad.19

Many people in the community believed that the Jackson§ille branch
of the C&A would come to Bloomington without local assistance; considering

that the company's repair shops were located here. The McLeen County Journai,

'a rival of the Pantagraph, emphasized that this road was alreédy part of

a monopoly and that the city's interest would be better serveé by a$sisting E
“east-west roads. Finally; the Journal warned citizens to be ﬁcauti;us |
about supporting the chimerical schemes of those capitalists Qho aré finan=

cially interested in these public enterprisesa"ao.

18The Lafayette, Bloomington and Mississippi succeeded the Blooming°=
ton and Wabash Valley and the Migsissippi and Wabash proposals. '

pp, Dec. 31, 1866.

2OMeTean County Journal, as cited in the DP, Jan. 17, 1867.

i
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Adamantly in favor of all

Pantagraph editorialized: '"(W)e

£ ;

tunity for still further increasing the importance of Bloomington.

LTI

new acquisitions for the city, the
must still continue to seize every oppor-

Let us

stand ready to lend a helping hand to every railroad that points toward

this city.”z1

The Pantagraph, Fe

branch in’ terms of the increased

the repair and car shops of the C&A in Bloomington.

11 and Gridley promoted the Jacksonville
business activity that wouldlredoupd to

The paper estiﬁated

that the road would bring $10,000 per month in increased wages to t@e

mechanics and laborers of the shops.

this regard; on April 15, 1867, t
to aid the road, $37,500 by the d
township.22

The two east-west routes w
.tions oﬁ approving financial assi
sﬁpport was almost unanimous in Y
twonship voted $100,000 to both 4
méjorities; only a half-~dozen vot

25

| posal. Other ﬁownships and inc
the LB&M in the amount of $165,00

The railroad to Jacksonvil
- Construction on the DUBKP began i

by May of 1870. In the interim,

The promoters were succéssfuléin

he voters approved a ﬁ?B,OOO{subsc%;ption
ity and a 1ike amount by Blodmingt;n

ere chartéred in 1867. By the time elec-
stance for these roads were ﬁeld iﬁ June,
he city and the county. Blod@ingtén

he DUBXP and the LBXM by oveﬁﬁhelming
es were cast in opposition oﬂieach%pro-
orporated towns in McLean Copgty aided

0 and the DUBP, $125, 000,24:;

le was opened for traffic in late 1867. 25

n October of that year and was completed

21

DP, Jan. 21, 1867.

22pp, Apr. 17,18, 1867. T

2 road had been constructed ffom hé '

he greatest support in the 1198 to 266

~election came from the second and fifthwards of Bloomington, those nearest
the shops. Allin township, through which the road would pass, voced $25,000
to aid the St. ILouis, Jacksonville & Chicago. :
25pp, Jun. 4, 1867. The vote was 900-6 for the DUBP and 904»6
for the LBUM. 5 :

24

Jacklin, p. 282. 22

Morehouse, ILife of Fell, P 89
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Indianapolis to Danville; the twd roads were consolidated in Aégustgaf 1869
under the name of the Indianapolis, Bloomington and Western Rgilroaé,ZG
The IB&M, of which Gridley was president and Fell a director,fwas siow
in acquiring the requisite capital for construction and was nét comﬁleted
until 1872.%7

The rationale for acquiring railroads employed in the %id—fifties—-
largely an amorphous appeal to enhance Bloomington's future--get wiéh
little success in attaining sufficienﬁﬂmgnieipﬁI/gfaw£émééﬁit%liié féil?béﬁ
programs. Only when the near-unanimous support of the city aéd the;county
could be enlisted would Bloomington promoters realize their rgilroad;expec—
- tations. The east-west rail projects did not become reasonabiy viable
until the specter of rail monopolies galvanized the patronage of the Bloom-
_ington and county citizenry in subscribing the requisite municipal aid.
It is doubtfﬁl whether the roads would have succeeded without the assistance
of the outlying townships and small towns of McLean County. Even though
the Jacksonville branch of the C&A did not enjoy such entusiastic popular
support, Fell and Gridley succeeded in convincing the large portion of the
. west-side community affiliated with the C&A operation of the benefits that
would accrue to ﬁhem from the rail line and the vote for municipal assistance

passed with their overwhelming supporte2

26Etzard Duis, The Good Old Times in Mclean County, Illinois
(Bloomington: ILeader Publishing & Printing House, 1874), p. 9%.

27

Morehouée,'Life of Fell, p. 89,

28When the C%A shops burned in 1867, and Chicago, Joliet, Springfield,
and Alton, contended for their relocation, the city voted $55,000 in bonds |
to reimburse the company for land it purchased for emlarged shops. DP,
Nov. 4,5, 1867; Burnham, p. 39. TFell and Gridley addressed a meeting
called for the purpose of taking steps to retain the shops for Bloomington.
Morehouse, Life of Fell, p. 90. ‘ '

7
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Manufacturing

One of the prime purposes in promoting railroads was to enhance
the city's ability to attract manufacturing in order to increase employ-
ment opportunities and population. Early Bloomington boosters of the
fifties expressed concern that the city could not grow very large if its

economic base remained wholly commercial.
Enterprise wxll accomplish much toward Bloomington; and enter-
prise should not all be shown in trade. It is easy to over-
burden a place with traders, and thus reduce 2ll to a state in
which enterprise is out of the question. The mechanic arts . -
should be fostered and cultivated. So should manufactures.
No place in the State affords a better location for steam
manufactarles of all kinds.29
It is evident that the growth of our little city must neces-
sarily be very gradual, for a new place in a new countrg un=
less manufacturing interests can be concentrated here.”

The expansion of manufacturing in Bloomington was constrained, local

businessmen believed, by the apparent absence of natural resources, espe=’

cially coal. The promotional pamphlet, The Evergreen City, retrospectively

portrayed the early state of affairs in Bloomington .when all its coal had
to be imported from DuQuoin and IaSalle: "The best financier in the county
couldn't figure successful manufacturing, with coal at figures so dispro-

portionate to other towns. Capitalists visited usségaid Bloomington was

a beautiful place--and went awray.‘"all
29§2, Mar. 14, 1855.
30

WP, Feb. 27, 1856. In his comparative study of mid-nineteenth
century urbenization among five Great Lake cities, Bayrd Still wrote, ;
"A predominant concern for trade and commerce gave way in the middle sixties
to theencouragement of manufacturing."” "Patterns of Mid-Nineteesnth Century
Urbanization in the Middle West," in American Urban History, ed. by Alexander
B. Callow (New York: Oxford University Press, Second BEdition, 1973), p. 128.

31R. S. Lawrence, The Bvergreen City: Past, Present, and Future of
Bloomington, Mclean County, Illinois (Bloomington: R.S. Lawrence, 1871),
pe 45. See also WP, Feb. 27, 1056. «
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The appeal for coal as a part of the general encouragement of manu-
facturing in the fifties by the nucleus of Bloomington promoters seems to
have resulted in a paucity of productive action. As in the promotion of
railroads, rhetorical reference to Bloomington's future greatness would
yield little until a significant segment of the community felt a direct
econoumic need to pursue the boosters' lead. Finally, when thé price of
coal received in Bloomington rose to seven and eight dollars éer ton after
Civil VWar, Bloomington businessmen initiated a concerted driv% to locate
coai reserves in the vicinity.

Extremely reluctant to incur a municipal deficit, thé éloomihgton
city council furnished two thousand dollars ig 1865 to searchifor céal on
the west side of Bloomington. Although the city's effort was futile, a
multitude of Bloomington businessmen continued to support boring projects
with private subscriptions. With improved drilling equipment;icoallwas

52

finally discovered in February of 1867. Private coal compaﬁies very soon

were providing Bloomington with cheap coal; the initial shafthas chated

near the C&A tracks in the northwest section of town, the secohd atéthe

junction of the C&A and the IBXW railroads. By 1870, the two bompaﬁies
33 | o

employed nearly seven hundred miners.

Although the grandiloquent| Bloomington pamphlet, The Evérgreén City,

3h

attributed the cifty's prosperity o its discovery of coal, it is difficult

, jZBurnham1 pp. 79-80. The| city showed its first municipal indebtedness
‘in 1365. School Record of McLean
County Historical Society Transac

and Stationery Co., 1903), p. 590

tions (Bloomington:

Pantagraph Printing

County and Other Papers, Vol. II of MclLean

33Iouise A. Lange, "The So
Illinois,™ (unpublished master's
Because of its low productivity,
years. The Bloomington City Dire

cial and Economic History of Bloomington,
thesis, University of Illinois, 1939), p. 18,
ithe north shaft was abandoned within a few

- Edward Arntzen, 1872), p. 4l.
3l

"With the discovery of ¢

ctory, . . . for 1872~73 (Bloomington:

i

pal and the successiul mining}thergof in
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to ascertain precisely the impac% the new energy source had in influencing
! i

manufactures to establish in Bloomington. Certainly coal prides we%e re-
duced by fifty percent--in 1869, the price was $3.50 per ton«jBB, tﬁe mines
were sufficiently productive to enable existing agriculture—r;lated%manu—
facturers to expand and prosper, and Bloomington began exnortlng coéle36

But there is little evidence to indicate the addition of new manufactures

to the city as a result of the local discovery of coal. It 1s questlonable

e [

alane'ﬁaaiﬁ enable Bloomlngton to

become "a great manufacturing center like lowell, Manchester or Birmingham. n??
The Pantagraph pointed out in one of an elaborate pair’ of edltorlals
 appearing in December of 1868, that "the production of raw materials is not

n38

one of the chief functions of cities. These editorials, written while
Fell was editor, went to considerable lengths to demonstrate the "direct
influence of manufactures upon the growth and prosperity of the city." The
editor emphasized the necessity of expanding manufacturing in industries
beyond those largely dependent upon agriculture in order for the city to

grow in population.

The corresponding growth of cities and manufactories im one of
the best demonstrated propositions of modern times. The building

our city, an impetus was given to manufacturing interests, and the future
prosperity of Bloomington insured. When the smoke of the furnaces began
to cloud the sky, the sun of future commercial greatness dawned upon the
city." Lawrence, p. 45.

22pp, Teb. 9, 1869.

36In early 1869, Bloomington shipped an average of six train car~loads
of coal per week. DP, Feb. 9, Mar. 9,23, Apr. 20, 1869,

37Hclland's Bloomington City Directory, For 1870»71 o o o (Chicago:
Western Publishing Coe, 1870), pe 29.

5823, Dec. 7,8, 1869.
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up of cities by commerce alone, if i1t ever occurs, is one of those
rare events which reasonable men will not expect to see often re-
peated. And the reason for the truth of both of these proposi-
tions is that cities must produce as well as consume. A city
which produces nothing may act as a commercial agent in buying,
selling, exporting and importing for the procurers who reside in
its vicinity, and thus maintain its own limited number of inhab-
itants. But unless that city shall produce something by the cap-
ital, skill and industry of its citizens, it will scon find the
limit of its growth.>9 ’

The efforﬁs of Bloomington promoters in the iéte sixties and after to
- extend the city'é;manufacturing base were less than successful. Although
Bloomington had aﬁ east-west railroad and aburddant coal reserves by 1870,
the trend in the national economy toward the @gglomeration of industrial

concerns in large cities apparently operated to the detriment of Blooming-

ton's future growth and to the dismay of ambitious Bloomington boosters.

Fducational and State Institutions

Colleges and public institutions were fervently promoted, not sormuch
for their stimulus to the local economy, although that aspect was frequently
invoked,‘as for the urbane air of moral and intellectual superiority it was
believed they would confer on the city in which they were loca?tede If this
is true, some promoters evidently considefed such an attributeia suBstantial
asset for, as one’author has reported, the leading citizens cfiBloomington
faised $70,000 in 1850 for the establishment of Tllinois Wesleyan Uﬁiversity
in Bloomingtoneqo~ In addition, many of the established residegts of Bloom-

ington who were active in city promotional effortis contributedVsignificantly:'

39DP, Dec., 7, 1868,

%OElorence Fifer Bohrer, 'John McLean and the County that Bears His
Name," Transactions of the Illinois State Historical Society,~XXXVII
(1930), 155. ;,




to the college in its early years‘qq The Pantagraph urged Bloomingéon citi-

zens to subscribe $50,000 of a $150,000 endowment drive in 1856, saying:
"Bloomington has much to gain intellectually and socially fro@ a coilege
as well as an additional revenue of several thousand dollars."g2 |

‘The competition was intenge among rival communities seeking Eo secure
state institutions. Several citiles and towns entered into combetition when
the state legislature passed an dct establishing a State Norméi Uniéersity
‘in February of 1857. Local promoters, led by Fell, worked zeéiouslé to make
‘Biodmington's bit the greatest. [Private comtributions took thé fora of
méney9 land, and town-lots. The majority of the individuals l?berai%y of=
fered tracts of land, a commodity of which th;y held in abundance, duch of
it in the vicinity of the proposed site. In an editorial urgi}g Blo;mington
citizens to contribute to the city's offer, principal emphaéis;was 6? the

positive effect the institution wpuld have on land value. -

We believe the material advantages conferred on the town selected

as the site of this institution will many times exceed the cost |

of a suitable site and buildings. Everyone knows the 1nfluence

of good society in a neighborhood, in raising the value of real |
estate in that locality. And the addition to the best class of !
society, which this school will bring with it, will be such as

even Bloomington, excellent as her society is, should not desplse. e o
Hence a rapid advance in both the number and quality of popula=- .
tion, and a ﬂore than proportional increase in the cash value ‘

of property. 5

quor'the years 1854-1856, Jesse Fell, Kersey Fell, and William H. Allin

each contributed more than $100 per year. VA Copy of a List of Notes."
solicited by S. ngler (?), MSS copy, Illinois Wesleyan UaneT°lty Archlves,
box 5/2/1. o e

David Davis, William Flagg, William-and” James Allin each gave $5OO in
1854 to acquire land upon which to build the university. (Thisiis discussed
more extensively in Chapter V.) Elmo Scott Watson, The Illinois Wesleyan
Story, 1850-1950 (Bloomington: Illinois Wesleyan University Press, 1950),
pp. 201-202.

4231_3, Jan. 2%, 1856. 43_133, Apr. 16, 1857.
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Bloomington was granted the school in May of 1857, evidently éince

its bid far out-distanced the offers of its cémpetitors--Peorisa, Washing—
ton, and Batavia. The successful bid consisted on 70,000 in ﬁroceeds

from the sale of county swamp lands and $71,000 in money and property from
individuals. Included in the bid was a 160-acre tract of landénear North
Bloomington (later Normal), at the time little more than a towﬁ-site;at

the junction of the C&A and the IC railroads. Many of the confrlbutlng

individuals owned land in the v1c1n1ty of thls _siteyand made thelr sub ————— —

Ll

scriptions contingent on the school belng located on this tract.

As predicted, the state's decision to locate the NbrmaliUniversity
in North Bloomington had an immediate impact on land prices. A littlz more
than a month after the decision, Edwin W. Bakewell--one of thefcontributors .
of the 160-acre tract--sold his 320-acre farm located just nqrth of the
university site for an average of $100 per acre. Adjacent land had brought
only $65 an acre earlier in 1857945 Fell, the major organizer in Blooming-
- ton's bid, had acquired large quantities of land in and around North Bloom=-
ington from 1854-1856. Anticipating the growth of a community around the
Normal School, Fell laid out the first addition to North Bloomington in

Avgust of ﬂ857,Q6

4%22, May 8,9, 1857; Burnham, p. 122. David Davis, William Flagg,

Kersey Fell, and others offered alternative tracts adjoining lands they held.

The 160-acre tract consisted of parcels donated by Joseph Payne, Meshach
Pike, Edwin V. Bakewell, and David Davis. DP, May 13, 1857. Davis had
purchased several thousand acres in Normal township at a very early date.
Burnham, p. 137

45DP Jun. 16, 1857; Harold K. Sage, '"The Beginnings of Normal,
Illinois,™ (Normal Illln01s° Harold K. Sage, 1971), Do 7.

46Sage, ppe 4=5. The town plot that: eventually became Normal was
originally surveyed in May, 1854. There were few residences there in 1860,
the year the first university building was completed. The name of the town
was changed to Normal in 1858. :
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Their speculative appetites not fully satisfiéd by the acquisition
of the Normal Uniyersity, an unsuccessful attempt was made in 1867 by
Bloomington promo%ers to acquire the State Industrial College (University
of Illinois). City boosters in Lincoln, Jacksonville, Champaign, and
Bloomington aggréssively contended to secure the. schocl by amasssing huge
private subscriptions and enlisting munic¢ipal support. David Davis con-
tributed $25,000 and Jesse Fell, $15,000 to the Bloomington and McLean
County bid of $470,000. Although Champaign's official pledge was the
smallest among the rivals, it was designated as the location for the uni-
versity. Success in this instance was owed more to tactics than to fhe
size of the purse. Champaign was represented by C. R. Griggs,»who, instead
of advocating a large official bid, extravagantly lobbied the ;embers of
the state legislature with the money he had raised°47 |

Not all of the sought-after state institutions couid deiiver direct
economic rewards. Some of the government prizes were desired ;argely
because of the air of respectability with which it was believeﬁ they would
endow the community. The venture to acquire the Soldiers’ andtOrphans'

Home in 13867 would likely fall in this category. Individuals contributed
significantly in outbidding rival efforts by Rock Island, Decatur, Irvingtong
and Springfield, and the Home was secured for Normal. The majbr portion of %
the private subscription consisted of Davis! donation of sixty;fivetacres

for the site (valued at $12,000) and Fell's $10,000 cash subscriptiqn.48

47BUrnham, pe 1333 Paul Wallace Gates, The Illinois Central Railroad
and Tts Colonization Work (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1934),
pp. 135=137. : i

quurnham, pp. 128-129. The present name of the home is theéIllinois
Soldiers' and Sailors' Children's School. ‘ ;

i
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Advertising the City

Promotional efforts were publicized in a variety of priﬁﬁed éedia.
Two primary emphases appear in the issues of the Pantagraph ié fulfilling
its booster role. Besides providing a channel for organizing‘énd eécouraging
local prémotional activities, the Pantagraph repeatedly extol%éd thé attri-
butes of Bloomington to arouse the attention of outsiders. Tﬁ; com%unity

was portrayed as possessing a healthful climate, "supg;}g;‘ﬁréeh§ch¢ols,"

e e e
P
e »

an effecient and intelligent (read passiﬁéj/working class, an% a mofal and
benaficent character. In the effort to attract immigration, émphasis was
frequently placed on Bloomington's relatively-low taxes and i{s freetiom from
" debt==that is, in the early period before the city’incurred a;large deficit
from its railroad subscriptions.49
Attempting to convey a sense of prosperity, exaggerafed local popu-
lation figures were frequently advertised. Official censﬁs enumerations

were consistently ignored by the compilers of the city directories. TFor

instance, the 1868 city directory reported Bloomington's population to be

14,980, the 1870 publication, 17,019, while the U. S. Census in the latter

‘year placed the population figure at 14,590.50

The city directories, in part, served as an instrument for the pro-
motion of the ciﬁy. Besides containing an exhaustive directory of the local
citizenry, lists?of social and benevolent organizations and churches as well
as classified busihess directories, it presented a review of "manufactures

and prominent business houses''--purportedly "not paid for in any instance''--

“up, wer. b, 1855; Jan. 16, 1856; D, Sept. 16, 1858; Dec. 8, 1868.

e

5OSee the ¢hart containing population figures as reported by the
city directories and local censuses in the 1870 City Directory, p. 5
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which acclaimed the thriving condition of local economic activities. In
its promotional function, the 1870 directory expounded the prospects for

the city's futuré prosperity.

Possessing a situation second to none, and commanding the trade
- of a region richly blessed by nature, with all the resources of
climate, and a soil of inexhaustible, and as yet, almost unde-
veloped fertility, improved by the hand of science and practi=-
cal talent, abounding in an industrious and educated population,
Bloomlngton has every advantage which her intimate connection

with the great Agricultural interest of the county and State
can bestow.o]

The promotional activities of the early land-holders were the beginning
of a continuing program in which the Pantagraph and the business communlty
combined efforts to maintain a prosperous growth atmosphere in Bloomington
in competition with rival central Illinois cities. As the originaléenergeticjf'
boosters grew in years, formal organization was sought to proﬁide airecogniz~
able focus for promotional activities. Toward the end of 1875, Bloomington
manufacturers and businessmen formed the Bloomington Board of:Tradeg the

intent of the organizatidn is evident from its stated purpose?

The citizens of Bloomington and vicinity, interested in the future

Wwelfare and business prosperity of our city and county, and be=

lieving that by organized action and association and combined ef=-

fort we can in greater degree promote that welfare and prosper-
do organize ourselves into 2Ly association to be known as

"T é Bloomington Board of Trade."
The following year Bloomington businessmen supported the publlcatlon f

of a pamphlet that was 51ngularly promotional in nature-=''to throw all llgnt

- possible upon our city." The pamphlet is saturated with bombastlc references

511870 City Directory, p. 10. Interestingly, this promotional state-
ment appeared in identical form in the 1866 city directory, A Gazetteer of
Mclean County « - . To Which is added & City Directory of Bloomington

(Chicago: Bailey & Hair, 1866),| p. 17. See supra, n. 3, pp. 46~47 for
carsimilar statement in the first| city direcbory. ;

22pp, Dec. 30, 1870
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to Bloomington's potential, but %s careful to assure the readér th%t the

information included is ”furnish;d from official sources.’ T@e reaher is
cautioned in regard to the '"puiiing and blowing of western to@ns" ihsti—

gated by "designing speculators to furthur their own ends."EB; %

Not all of the public improvements advocated by the co;e of ?1oom—
ington's promoters received the widespread popular support ofzthe c?mmunity.
For example, a system of water works was repeatedly recommendgd thr;ughout
the fifties and sixties in an attemp?wPgmmake’fﬁglg££§hé%%féé%i&énféfwﬁaga:”w/
facturing. But, not until 13875, did the city council believegit ex?edienﬁ
to undertake the construction of such a system.ELP In Blobminéton's‘garly
. years, public improvements requiring municipai funding--for iﬁstance, water
works or the public school system--received modest support frdm city councils
traditionally reluctant to incur a debt. The projects of Bloomington boosters
that succeeded were those in which private individuals would subscribe land
and funds in order to enhance the value of property they held or those in
which a significant portion of the community felt a direct economic connec=
tion and would approve municipal aid.

Certainly,; local promoters plajed a fundamental role in acquiring the
State Normal University and the Soldiers' and Orphans' Home for Bloomington
and Normal. Altﬁbugh extremely influential in acquiring the east-west rail-
roads and the Jaéksonville‘branch of the C&A in the late sixties, these ef-

forts were succeszul when the interests of the community were directly ap-

parent. The largély amorphous appeals to a ‘community interest" in the

53

54For example, see the letter in WP, Feb. 11, 1857, "We must have
Water Works to reach our practicable eminence as a city." Burnham, p. 82.

Iamrence; Po 18,
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effort to secure manufacturing resulted in a nominal amount of business
backing, but failed to animate widespread community support. ;ndeed, it
is doubtful whether a unanimous local effort would have been éﬁfectﬁal in

securing extensive manufacturing for the city. The late acquiéitioﬁ of

// ? i
east-west rail connections, after Bloomington had already become sub-

stantially tributary to Chicago, constrained the growth of th% city. The

industrislization of the nation in the last third of the nineﬁéenth:century

would occur almost entirely in the larger cities.



CHAPTER V
CITY—BUILDING: 185013870

Iﬁ this périod of rapid transition from frontier town to prairie city,
the spatiai‘dimension of Bloomington developed that would impose a relatively
permanent structure upon the city's physical environﬁenta With the stimulus
of the railroads,{Bloomington'é meager settlement expanded outward, develop-
ing quasi-distinc% residential, commercial, and industrial districts. The
urbanizatién procéss and the increasing specialization of economic filnctions
in’mid-nineteenth‘century America involved the separation of place of resi-
dence and place of work. The increasing division of labor in Bloomington
was accompanied by the segregation of residential environmenfs embracing seg-
ments of the acquired heterogeneous pbpulation.' |

Just as the rapid growth of the city dates from the inauguration of
railroads, the location of the first railroads would delineate the city's
spatial development. Predictably, the land-holders involved in the promotion
of the city would attempl to influence the direction of settle@ent in order
to create specific demand for their town-lots. When the enginéers of the
Illinois Central were plotting the exact route of the railroad; a group of
Bloomington residents--including Fell, Gridley, Davis, and Johp McClun=-
offered t§ donate the right-of-way provided a certain locationiwas adopted.
The eventual route 6f the IC in passing Bloominéton to the easf very closely«i

. . 1
approximated the original line preferred by the Bloomington influentials.

qﬂﬂ, Mar. 5, 1851; John H. Burnhem, History of Bloomington and Normal
in Mcleen County, Illinois (Bloomington: J. H. Burnham, 1679), pp. 61-62.
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A number of Bloomington citizens|sought to locate the depot of the @hicago
and Alton Railroad near the illinois Central station, but Jesée Fbl? used
khis influence with the former company to have the railroads iéterseé% near
his large land-holding at what ig now Normal. Fell, William éllin,%and
others donated some of their land on the western edge of Bloo%ingtoé for
the depot and repair shops of the C&A,2 ~'§ :

The two railroad depots, ¢ach approximately three—fouréhs ofga mile

from the courthouse square in Bloomington, were nearly out of ‘town Qhen they

were constructed in 1853. An 18%4 map of Bloomington. (Map 2 on thegfollowing

page) indicates, however, that they were with?n the city 1imi§s est%blished

in 1850, and that city additions had been made in their vicinities.% Prior

to the railroads, the residences of the approximately two thoésand Eloomingtonf
citizens were generally concentrated in the central portion’b% town%south"of
Jefferson Street. Actual settlement occupied but a fraction gf theéarea
enveloped by the city limits. Many of the numerous city addiéions %efore

the coming of the railroads that gave the city the map—appear%nce of exten-

sive development were apparently made dur%gg/the”fféﬁiyybf’foﬁn:éité/thﬁ:IEfﬂﬂ

speculation in the mid~ﬁhirties,3 The two large additions toéthe northwest

%

2Frances Morehouse, The ILife of Jesse W. Fell (Urbana: University of
Illinois, 1916), pp. 86-87; Burnham, p. 63. :

3The list in the lower left-hand corner of Map 2, and the corresponding
numbers refer to additions made to the city before 1855 (number 1 is the
original town.) It is possible that these are in chronological order.

~ According to Charles L. Capen, nine additions (i.e., up through Evans™ st

addition) had been made by 1847. "Semi-Centennial Celebration of Bloomington
lodge No. 43, A.F. & A.M.," in War Record of McLean County and Other Papers,
Vol. I of Mclean County Historical Society Transactions (Bloomington: Panta=
graph Printing and Statiomery Co., 1699), p. 411, :
Additions made from 1848 to the entrance of the railroads in 1853 were
‘to the south and southeast. It is suspected that the last few additions
appearing on the 1854 map were made in the boom period after the locations
- of the railroads were fixed and/or service introduced.
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of the original town were sparsely settled before 1853, Burnﬁam writes
that at the time of the construction of the C&A depot and repgir shéps,
‘”they were so far out of town that people going there from whére thé
Ashley House now stands (corner of Jefferson and Center) made a stréight

cut across the prairie most of the c’iju:ﬁ:r;\nce."br

A description by an editOﬁ of the Tllinois State Journal shoftly
~after Bloomington was initated into the railroad era, succincﬁly ca@tures

that stage of the city's developnent:

The appearance of the place (Bloomington) from the Central rail-
road depot is citified and beautiful. From the Chicago & Mississ
sippi (C&A) road, it looks like an ambitious, upstart village. « =
Within town, one is first stiyuck with the great number and scat-
tered appearance of the shopsg and dwellings. The buildings are]
generally one or two stories|and mostly wooden. Some of ihe i
stores and cottages are handsome, but too many belong to the ‘
genus of "old shanties.”™ . .|. The business part of the “town ‘
takes in three or four squar¢s . . . The Central railroad side :
of town is filling up fast, gnd is singularly beautiful for i
residences. Towards the Chigago and Mississippi depot the i
orchards are striped (sic), lots measured and stakes set for |
hosts of new buildings . . .|This part of town they say iz to
come up. ' ;

|
P

Although resiaential development initially occurred togthe eést, the
repair shops of the C&A attracted many laborers and mechanics%to thé north-
west section of Bloomington. While low-priced homes rapidly filledzthe
second ward/northwest area in the vicinity of the railroad shéps, higher—
priced residences dominated the gradual development to the éaét. Tﬁe X
tremely rapid growth of Bloomington in the period, 1853—1857,§stimuiated

o : SRS
the demand for town-lots, increasing land values and rewarding handsomely

4&wﬁmm,p.5%

2183, May L, 185k,
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the early settlers-promoters who held the land.

| Similar to the participation of the North Bloomington land-holders
in the effort to obtain the State Normal University, large land-owners in
Bloomington attempted to direct the expansion of residential development
through donations of land for public purposes. -The efforts of David Davis,
William P. Flagg and William Allin to arouse interest in the large tract
of land they owned in the northeast section of Bloomington are especially
noteworthy. ’

Although Illinois Wesleyan was given a tract of land fér the college

site in the northwest part of Bloomington in j852, the lot waé considered
too near the tracks and shops of the C&A to appropriately acchodate the
college building when construction was being considered in 1854.7 Among
the competitors for the new site, James Miller offered a tracé of land in
the southwest part of town (in what is now Miller Park) aﬁd Linus Gfaves
offered land east of the IC railroad. The site eventually chﬁsen was located
in the northeastern section of Bloomington. At the time, it Qas owned by
’ Franklin Phoenix as part of his nursery acreage. Davis, Flagé and the
Allins (both William and James) agreed to each contribute five hundfed dollars

to purchase the property from Phoenix in order to have the college gommunity'

6WP May 10, 185L; May 23, 1855; Dec. 12,31, 1855; Apr. 23, 1857.
Inspection of the Entry Book for this period (#39 Nov. 3, 1851~-Ju1. 21, 1858)
reveals the extensive land transactions of Gridley, Fell, Davis, and William
Allin (son of James Allin.) TFor example, these men each owned large quanti-
ties of lots in the Western Addition (#7 on Map 2), see the period Nov. 5-
18, 1853 in the Entry Book. McLean County Recorder's Office. :

In late October of 1853, William Allin auctioned 108 lots ‘in the Western
Addition for an average of $160 per lot. BI, Nov. 9, 1853, ‘

, 7James Allin deeded a tentacre site to Illinois Wesleyén University
“on Jan. 27, 1852. Entry Book #3¢ This plot was later entered as the College
Addition (#33 on Map 2.)
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develop near their land.
In 1856, Flagg, Davis and William Allin laid out the téact of land

they owned in the northeast section as the Durley Addition. én theésame

year they donated to the city a block of land in the northern?porﬁi;n of

S T
At the time, there

were no residences in the vicinity. Although a few houses beéan toiappear
in the Durley Additon in 1857, residential growth in general éubsidéd with
‘ the economic recession of the late fifties. When development:was reneved
in the sixties, the northeast portion of Bloomington filled rapidly.,9
The commercial center of Bloomington expanded rapidly in the gid—
fifties with the courthouse square eventually&superceding the Front Street
area a block each’way from Main Street as the focus of business. Two ex- e
’tensive fires in 1855 and 1856 levelled all of the wooden buildings in the
block immediately south of the courthouse and resulted in' a city ordinance
Mrequiring all buildings in the vicinity of the public square to be comnstructed
of bricke. Residehtial structures, which in 1852 faced the courthouse on the
public square,kwere removed to other parts of the city and replaced with

blocks of two- and three-story brick buildings. HNumerous hotels, grovery

stores, saloons, and other shops were constructed in the center portion of

8J. H. Burnham, "Street Names in Bloomington," War Record of Mclean
County and Other Papers, Vol. I of Mclean County Historical Society Trans-
actions (Bloomington: Pantagraph Printing and Stationery Co., 1399),
pp. L5L-L55: Elmo Scott Watson, The Illinois Wesleyan Story, 1850=-1950
(Bloomington: Illinois Wesleyan University Press, 1950), n. 12, p. 201;
wp, Jun.. 28, 185,

9Burnham, History of Bloomington « « . , p. 60; DP, Jun. 12, 1857;
Dec. 9, 1858; Jan. 5, 1069.
William ¥, Flagg bought 170 acres northeast of Bloomington in 1840
for $4000 (considered an exorbitant price at the time.) He was very success—
ful in meking additions to the city, receiving as much as $2000 for a single
acre laid out in town-lots. Etzard Duis, The Good 0ld Times in Mclean
County, Tllinois (Bloomington: ILeader Publishing & Printing House, 1874 ),




' B

town in the mid—fifties to serve the growing needs of the city. A smaller
business sectionjdeveloped in the vicinity of the C&A shops, including a
hotel operated by the railroad company and stores to serve the large popu=
lation employed iﬁ that area.qo |

Although Bloomington's population increasedAfrom 1600 in 1850 to
7,075 ten years iater, the greatest increéseﬁin one decade in Bloomington's
history occurredfinlthe sixties, when the population more than doubled,
reaching 14,590 by 1870, VWar prosperity revived MéLean County farmers and
Bloomington fromjthe recession of the late fifties énd sustained the city's
growth in the early sixties. By the close of the war in 1865, Bloomington
was expefiencing a building boom that would not subgide until the early
‘ :seveifft:iezs;I |

Residentiél expansion in the sixties accentuated thefpatterns eétab~
lished in the mid-fifties. The largest growth occupred ih the second ward/
northwest section. The development around the C&A’shops had extended sub--
stantially to the north énd west of the shops. In 1862, a fifth ward was
created by the division of the second ward at Chestnut Street. Significant
expansion also cﬁaracterized the development of the northeast quadrant in
this decade. The large addition made by Flagg, Davis and Allih in 1856
and the area around Illinois Wesleyan were rapidly filled in the sixties.

The intensity ofinorthern development in the sixties is reflected by the

1OJ. R. Fﬁeese, Bloomington City Directory, for the Years 1855-6
(Bloomington: J. Wesley Wolfe, 1655), pp. 45, 11-12; WP, Dec. 12, 10553
DP, Apr. 23, 1857; Mar. 27, 1869.

11The Pantagraph reported that 600 homes were built in 1865, 500
in 1866, 44O in the twelve month period following Mar. 1, 1868, but only
100 in 1871. DP, Nov. 23, 1866; Jan. 16, 18675 Mar. 5, 1869; Iouise A.
Iange, ""The Social and Economic History of Bloomington, Illinois,™
(unpublished master's thesis, University of Illinois, 1939), p. 34.
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construction statistics for the year following March 1, 1863. In that
period, the largest number of houses constructed was in the fifth ward
(126), second most in the first ward (117), followed closely ﬁy theisecond
ward (112). Building activity in the southern wards, three aﬂd four,
was meager in comparison; half the number of houses erected ié(the ﬁifth
ward was built in the third (59), and less than half this numﬁer raised
in the fourth ward (26). By 1870, a sixth ward would be creaﬁéd out of the
first and fifth wards, encompas§ing the area north of Chestnuﬁfand east
of ILee Street.12

?he efforts of land-holders to influence development té the ngrth
were extended further in 1867 with the organi;ation of the BlQbming?on and

13

Normal Horse Railway Company. Among the original incorporaﬁbrs, Jesse Féliﬁand
David Davis each subscribed five thousand dollars of capitalfétock én the |
‘company. In operation by September of 1867 with two mileéxofatrack; the
horse-drawn street car system was essentially oriented toward%conneéting

the settlement that had developed in Fell's Normal around the Normai University
with the business center of Bloomington. For nearly fifteen yéars éhé only

line in operation extended from Grove Street in Bloomington along Main, and . :

Park and Franklin east of Main to NOrmal.14 Following the inauguration of

2pp, Mar. 5, 1869.
13The Pantagraph earnestly promoted the street railway: "If we have
a2 railroad from depot to depot, gnd another to the town of Normal, the
value of our property will be berefitted at least a million dollars. Our
city will rise at once in dignity, and it will doubtless continue its
wonderful growth for an indefinitie time longer." The anti-monopolist
- sentiment of the period is evident in the city council's extreme reluctance
to grant the company an exclusive franchise. DP, Jan. 16, 18, 1867,

For a partial history of the street car line, see DP, Dec. 13, 1936,
- and Jacob L. Hasbrouck, History of Mclean County, Illinois Zg‘yols;éTopeka—-
Indianapolis: Historical Publisiing Co., 1924), I, pp. 224-225. See the

H
]

'
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street car service, town-lots in Formal were advertised as beiﬁg $iéuated
on the Bloomington-Normal line and advantageous for the resideﬁces éf
businessmen. The street car made it possible for people who Qbrkedéin
Bloomington to live in Normal, and contributed to the expansiéh of ﬁhe

15

settlement of elite families in the northern suburb.

The segregation of economic classes by residential disﬁ?ict was

clearly developed by the late sixties in the division betweeni%he eést

and west sections of the city.  For instance; iﬁ/?éé9 a sale orlented

toward the "Working Man,'" over a hundred lots were sold 1n‘th§~northwesi
section of town, averaging between fifty and §ixty dollars peé 1ot.ieAt
- about the same time, a sale of lots in the fourth ward/southwést quadrant

("one of the most pleasant portions of the city for either Business or

- Professional Men") averaged $317 per lot. A few weeks later, fifty lots

16

located southeast of the Normal business center brought an average of $308.
A very elite residential district along East Grove and East Washing-

ton Streets had extended well beyond the Illinois Central tracks by 1870.

The Paﬁtagragh reported in 1869 that in this vicinity "several parties

~are ilmproving five acre lots' and that the Bloomington Driving Park (east

of the IC tracksj would soon be Mlaid out in from one to ten acre lots and

disposed of for residences." In 1871 David Davis would complete a $50,000

1895 map of Bloomington (Map IT in the appendix) for the location of the
street car system. 1In 1831, the first branch line was opened, extending
west from Main on Chestnut to the C&A railroad, and two years later, a
line was extended on Front Street east to the IC depot. ‘

1539 Dec. 9, 1868; Apr. 20, 1869; Burnham, p. 136, A January, 1869
real estate advertisement offered houses:in Normal ranglng in price from
$L000 to $25, OOO DP, Jan. 23, 1869,

16DP Jan. 27, 28, Feb. 16 18, Apr. 15, 21,:1869.
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mansion in this area. '

The central business district expanded greatly in the sixties, fre=-
‘quently displacing houses to the outskirts of the city. By 1870, the down-
town encompassed roughly twenty city blocks, extending north and south from
Olive to Mulberry and from Madison to East Streets in an east-west direction.
The commercial district in the vicinity of the C&A shops had developed
with the expansion of activity in that area. By the late sixties, the
northwest district resembled a separate community unto itself; indeed, 'its
character was distinctive. A Pantagraph editor observed:

o s < as our éity is getting so large, the main body being at
the Court House, it has pushed one of its limbs so far through
its unmentionables, near the Western Depot as to make quite a
respectable sized town of about 4000 inhabitants round there,

who have their dry %oods stores, clothing stores, meat markets
and groceries . . . S

The topogréphy of the gently rolling prairies;impoéed few constraints
; 5 except 19
on physical developmenttin the two slough areas.

For many years, these
poorly drained‘aréas often resembled swampy swaths meandering’through the
'Acity. The land’along these sloughs was by-passed fo#‘development until vast
ditches were cut to drain these depressed areas. Generally undesirable for

residences, the south slough region in the vicinity of the 400-block of

South Main was the location of various manufacturing establishments—--saw,

171@; May 26, 1869; Burnham, p. 40. In 1859, Gridley built a $40,000
house in the 200-block of East Grove. By comparison, in 1858, the majority’ |
of all houses constructed in Bloomington averaged between $300-$400, while
a few ranged as high as $4000. DP, Jan. 29, 1859.

18_1_)3, Jan. 23, 1869.

19The North slough was bhetween Market and Mulberry Streets and not
gquite as extensive or hazerdous as the South slough. The latter followed
from the southeast to the northwest, winding through the southern portion
of the city, two blocks south of Olive Street at Main (see Map 2.)
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flour, and planing mills, a foundry and machine shops, and other small
factories. When the Indianapolis, Bloomington and Western Railroad was
conétructed in 1870, it passed along the southern slough region since there
was little develbpment in that sector.ao Except for‘a few factories in the
dowhtown vidinity~-the major ones were Wakefield's and the Bloomington
Manufacturing Coﬁpany-~the other industrial enterprises were scattered
along the trackage of the IC and the C&A railroads. Grain dealers and lumber
dealers were also predominantly located along the railroads. Common to
the east of the IC railroad were nurseries and vineyards. The coal shaft
was located at the intersection of the C&A and the IRW roads (the north
’shaft was abandoned) with the majority of the’miners residing‘in thé
Stevensonville area south and west of the junction of these two roads--an N4
area not annexed until ’1885521

Two decades of extensive development siﬁce 1850 had left in Bloomington
considerable evidence of a small, maturing city. Many miles éf sidewalks
had been laid since 1852, when only two hundred yards of side&alks é:i{isted9
all in the vicinity of the public square. Street maintenanceiand improve=
ment was usually a major preoccupation of the city government; streets
héd been paved in the business portion of the city and leadiné to the depots
on opposite sides of town. Since the opening of Gridley's gaé works in

1855, 350 gas lamp posts lighted sixteen miles of city streets.zz

2OSee the 1895 map of Bloomington for the routes of tbe two easﬁ«west
railroads through Bloomington. ;
Zthe location of busineszses, factories, etc. derived from Holland's -
Bloomington City Directory, For 1870~71 . . . {(Chicago: Western Publishing i
Co., 1670), passim. : : '

' EZR. S. Lawrence, The Evergreen City; Past, Present, and Future of
Bloomington, McIean County, Illinois (Bloomington: R.S. Lawrence, 1071),
p. 16; DP, Mar. 27, 1669. .




The city limits were extended in 1867 to the west, nor%h andfeast,
the south boundary remaining at the 1850 limit, Lincoln Street. Alfhough
the city's population had increased markedly, residential settlemeni
spread throughout the two-mile-sguare city with fairly dense develo?ment

“evident only in the downtown business center. Theipépulation;was s;attered
over too large an area, the Pantagraph claimed in 1869, for aisysteﬁ of

25

“water works to be practical. There were few geographical limitations
to expansion and land~holderéfwere usvally eager to make addi%ions %o the
city, laid out in town-lots. Subdivision generally preceeded?settlément;
thus, it was a simple matter to preserve the grid street pattérn ana_the
monotonous uniformity in lot-sizé¢s.

The availability of room for expansion permitted develépment%to
occur without transitional-neighborhood-succession so typicalgin thé larger
cities of the Eastern United States. in the mid—nineteenth;cenﬁﬁrya %The :
only area in Bloomington that experienced drastic change was ghe eaély

i

residential cluster in the centey of town that was replaced with co@meréial

uses when the business interests lof the city expanded. TFor the mosé part,
economic~homogeneous residential districts developed in their;%espeétive
directions as the city grew. The location of the CXA shops iﬁt1854éon the
northwest periphery of town enabled the‘extensive developmentfof laéoring
class homes within walking distance of the shops. 'Higher-p:iééd hoées
predominatea on the east side of town with the elite éventuali% seeging

suburban locations to the east of the IC depot and -in-Nermal %;ong ﬁhe“horsefé

e

railway line.

The patterns of physical development established in thi? period of

23DPa Jun. 30, 1869.
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intense city-building prevailed throughout the nineteenth andiearly%
twentieth centuries until the advient of the automobile revolutﬁonizéd

city-scapes all across the countrly. The spatial extent of devélopmént

expanded relatively little in the period after 1870 when populationégrowth
occurred in smaller increments.au The environmental setting ﬁbrmed%befofe
1870 not only circumscribed location decisions in ensuing peri@ds bﬁt also
had significant implications for the social and political orgahization of

the community during and after the city-building period.

quhe current "City Evolution Map" (1973) indicates few annexations

to Bloomington until the 1950's. The copy of this map included in the ap-
pendix (Map IIT) has been cropped; the extensive growth to the east beyond
the eastern edge of this map has occurred largely since the early 1950's.



CHAPTER VI
THE TRANSFORMATION OF COMMUNITY

Bloomingtoh's rapid economic development ~and the city-building pro-
cess that accomodated the influx of population yielded a complex social
fabric with profound consequences for community social order. In the search
- for private economic gain, entrepreneurs created a city occupied by people
of diverse cultural backgrounds engaged in an expanded range of occupational
pursuits. The quantitatiVe and qualitative changes in Bloomington'sesocial
structure produced a conglomeration of divergent interests.

Etzard Duis, author of the first local history (1874), reflected on
the changed nature of community interaction:

The truth is, there are too many of them to be all neighbors.

When only a few are gathered together in a village, the affection
and good feelings of the people can go out after each other; but
when a person is obliged to extend his affections over twenty or
twenty~five thousand people, his kind feelings become thin and
elastic everywhere. The change in feeling is due to the change

in circumstances. People have their friends now as they had in.
the early days, but their friends do not at present con51st of

all Bloomington. i

The '"'change in circumstances' alluded to above, while obviously referring
to the nearly ten-fold increase in population in the two decades since mid-
century, acquires new meaning when applied to the ethnic diveréity of the ac~=
quired population in accounting for strained community relations. The fron-
tier Bloomington of 1350 consisted almost entirely (96%) of native-born Ameri-

i

cans, a homogeneous body with well over half the population dé:ived from the

1Etzard Duis, The Good 0ld Times in McILean County, Illinois ‘ :
- (Bloomington: Leader Publishing & Printing House, 1074), p. 49. Note: the
population figure is slightly inflated. !




states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois alonea2 One of the mos§ remarkable
of the changes Bloomington experienced in the course of urbanizatio% in the
fifties and sixties was the greal influx of foreign immigran*’cé9 mosély
Ifish and German. | |
The number of foreign~bornm in Bloomington increased dr%maticélly from
only 671 in 1350 to over 1800 by the 1860 census;—in percentagé term%, an
increase frém less than four per¢ent to more than twenty«fivezperceét.
Irish and Germans predominated among Bloomington's foreign bofn, thé Irish
comprising nearly 57% and the Germans over 27%. Together witﬁ English
these three groups accounted for |93% of the foreign 1mm1grant~ in Bloom1ng~

1 3

ton in 1860, with the remainder c¢onsisting prlmarlly of Canadxans, Scots,

3

and French. Keeping pace with Bloomington's rapid growth 1n{the s;xtles,
the number of foreign-born increased to almost 3900 by 18705#} That;year,
however, represented the zenith among census years for Bloomiﬁgton'é foreigne

born. TFrom 26.7% of the city's population in 1870, the propogtion of

2Calculated from: U.S. Census Manuscripts, Seventh Ceﬂéus, i850n
Schedule 1 (Population), McLean County, Illinoi§;/lﬁpproximately,34%,Qfmphgw,,,,-~
1850 Bloomington residents were born in Illinois. i '

5Joseph William Struhs, YILocation and Influence of Illinois Foreign-

Born, 1840-1860," (unpublished master's thesis, Illinois State4Un1ver51ty,
1972), pp- 74—75, Ninth Census, I, pp. 116, 308.
Prior to 1870, the published U.S. Census reports only listed the total num-

ber of foreign-born persons within each county. Struhs counted each foreign-
" born person individually within each of the leading twenty-five counties in
terms of their total foreign-born population in 1850 and 1860 from the manu-
script schedules. DMclean County was not included in Struhs' 1850 list.

4Ninih Census, I, p. 116. The published census reports list only the
total foreign-born for Bloomington throughout the nineteenth century. However,
in the sample populations (taken from the manuscript census) referred to be-
low, nativity was among the characteristics tabulated. Although the samples .
include only adult males, the distribution among the foreign-born is remark-
“ably similar in both 1360 and 1870. Thus, it may be tenatively inferred
that the proportions of Irish, German, English, etc., among the foreign-
born population of Bloomington remeined relitively constant in the sixties.
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foreign-birth declined steadily throughout the remainder of the nineteenth
century, reaching’15.5% at the turn of the century.5

In the Si#fsies9 roughly one out of seven of the McLean County resi-
dents were foreign-born, with approximately half li&ing in Bloomington.
Wnile there were §ignificant numbers among them.who farmed-—éarticularly
German—~much of the county foreign’population residéd in Bloomington and
Normal townships outside of the city limits and.poséibly could have been

employed in the éity°7

Reflecting the relative deéline in the portion of
the city population foreign-born, the percentage of?foreign-born in the
county diminished after peaking in 1870, so that Sy:1900, only ten percent
of the total couﬁty population was of foreignlbirth;i

Construction work on the Illinois Central and the Chicago and Alton
railroads attracted many Irish to central Illinois in the fifties. Although
' some purchased lénd along the railrocads, the majority of the Irish that
settled in McLeaﬁ County located in Bloomington, man& finding employment
at the shops of the C&A railroad or as operatives in Bloomington industrial
concerns. From‘ﬁheir initial appearance in large numbers in the mid-fifties,
the,Germans‘were}generally more prosperous than the Irish. A greater per-
centage.beéame farmers—-of the 1200 Germans in McLean County in 18605’on1y
two-fifths resided in Bloomingtona8 While some worked'at the C&A shops

(and later, in thé Bloomington coal mines), many Germans established themselves

5Ibide; Tenth Census, p. 448; Eleventh Census, I, p. 454; Twelfth
Census, I, Pt. 1, p. 613.

6Struhs, ppe. 74=75.

7The History of Mclean County, Illinois (Chicago: William LeBaron,
Jr. and Co., 1679), p. 1064,

BStruhs; Pe 97



in Bloomington as skilled craftsmen and merchants. By 1870, there were

several German businesses in Bloomington; the majority of the bakers,

butchers, clothiers, and saloon-keepers appearing in the city?directory

for that year bore distinctly German names. Despite the largé number of

- Irish settling in Bloomington in

that an Irishman began a business.

the mid-fifties, it was not until 1859
5 - :

Throughout this period (1850-1870) the Irish and the Germansgsought

to preserve a certain degree of cultural identity emodied in éccialé educa~

tional, and religious organizations. Numerous voluntary associations were

formed by the Germans for various social, self-improvement, and benevolent

.purposes. With a strong desire f{
the meetings of their associatioq
sixties, the German community sup

For many years the Irish (
:iﬁ 1853~-was the only non-Protest
A Catholic school opened in 1858
- construction was begun a decade ]
Methodist, Baptist, ILutheran, and
Germans- in Bloomington. Besides
to teach the German language, pay
- of the German churches.qo

Bloomington's partially di

A

o maintain their native language, éll of

s were transacted in German.? By the late o
ported three German—languageTweeklies.

atholic church--St. Maryfé (éstabléshed

ant religious denomination ié Bloo%ington.

at the corner of Iocust and @ain, Qhere

ater on an expansive cathedr%i. Séparate
Catholic churches were esta@iishe% by the
the German Free School, orgaﬁized in 1863.

ochial schools were ope:ated,Withiﬁ many

versified economic development expanded
v 1

the occupational universe and res

ulted in an enlarged continuum of income

levels. The major distinction separating social as well as economic classes

9Rt. Rev. Msgr. S. N, Moore, History of Holy Trinity Perish, Bloomington,
I1linois (Rt. Rev. Msgr. S. N. Moore, 1952), p. 493 Reve. J. J. Burke, 'The
Irish in McLean County," manuscript, McLean County Historical Society, p. be
Holland's Bloomington City Directory, For 1370-71 . . . (Chicago: Western

Publishing Co., 1670), passim.

10 . .
1870 City Directory, pp.

13-27; Moore, pp. 76, 84-88.

[ —
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vas between those individuals who owned and managed the means of production
and those whose labor was contracted for°11 The lot of the large number of
’ Bloomington mechanics and laborers associated with the C&A shops, the fac-
tories and millsi and the counstruction trades was subject to seasonal fluc~
tuations in econ§mic activity and periodic natignal recessions. Unemploy-
nent during the Qinter months involved severe strain upon the workingman's
financial ability to be sélf-sufficient.12

As discussed in the previous chapter, resideﬁtial secfions of the
city developed aiong class lines. Examination of the 1860 census manuscripés
reveals that man& Irish residents were concentrated;in the second ward.
Germans and Irisﬁ frequently appeared as residents‘éf the many boarding

houses in the west-side business district. Indicative of its working-class

character, the second ward had a lesser degree of property ownership than

any other ward iﬁ the city. In a ten percent sampléyfrom/the 1860 manuscript
census, less than 46% of the adult males owned real estate. The ownership
of real propertj:Was extfemely concentrated; five of the twenty-six property—
"owning individuais in the second ward sample accounted for more than ninety

3

percent of the wealth in real property.‘,,I The wealthy second ward residents
'appear to have been grouped close to the downtown business district and
along Main Street.

A very pronounced distinction existed between the well=-to-do area

1Peter Goheen, "Industrialization and the Growth of Cities in Nine-
teenth-Century America," American Studies, XIV (Spring, 1973), 58.

12The workers of the C&A Railroad struck for eight months back-pay
for a two-week period in January of 1859. A relief committee was formed during
this time to assist the families of the workers. See DP, Jan. 10-31, 1859.

13Real property ownership was most widespread in the first ward with
68% owning property. Similar samples were taken from the 1850 and 1870 manu-
script censuses; however, only in the 1860 census is werd residence consis-
tently discernible.



on the east side of Bloomington (around the downtown business center and to
the east) and the laboring class district around the C&A shops in northwest
Bloomington. A Pantagraph editor recognized this sense of social distance
in introducing an article describing his tour of the C&A shops.

One half the world scarcely knows how the other half live.

This has often been remarked, and now may be said of our city,

as we who live near and around the courthouse eat our beef-

steak, roast chicken and fixings day after day, know very

little about those who live on their 'mush and milk," bread

and molasses, occasionally meat and potatoes, eating with
a gusto always to be had gratis with a well-earned mean.q;

The small black population--only 235 in 1870, less than two percent
of the total population--was greatly segregatéd, residentiall§ and é;cially,
from other groups in Bloomington. From addresses in the 1868 city directory, y
it appears that blacks, largely laborers and barbers, were concentrated in
two areas southwest of the public square bordering the south éloughe A
minor concentration was evident in the 800-block of North Madison aﬁd Qenter'
Streets. The African Methodist Episcbpal Church was located in this northerﬁ
district, while the Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church and the segrega?ed black |
school were established in the southwestern disfrict,15 |

Besides the ethnic and class heterogeneity of the pOpulation§ a third
_characteristic that undermined the possibility for community éocialéorder
was the remarkable transience of Bloomington's population. Tﬁe rapid growth’

of the fifties occurred in a social environment that was extremely fluld.

Of all the males aged 18 to 25 in 1850 three-fourths left Bloomlngton in

14_133, Jan. 23, 1869.

‘ 1SLocation and occupationg of blacks based on a compilation 6T blacks
listed in the 1868 city directory, contained in "The Background of the Negro
"in Mclean County,” Economic History Project, W.P.A. # L0186, McLean County
Historical Society, pp. 12=13.
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the first five years of the fifties. The newness of the population is ap-
parent in an 1860 sample of males aged 30 years and over among whom:less
A : ;

than five percent had been in Blcomington as long as ten yearc Perhaps

indicative of a tendency toward gtability as the community settled a

relative degree of permanency (compared to the fifties) characterlzgd the
following decade. Of the 1860 sample between the ages of 20 and L5, 53%
could be found in the 1866 city directory and 46% in the directoryifor

1870. Laborers and semi-skilled workers overwhelmingly constitutedithe
transient popula’c:1.0][1.,l %
The heterogeneous and fluid quality of Bloomington's p&pulation Pro=

vided a tenuous foundation for building commuﬁiﬁy/arderw»‘A~gfcwing3middle,4-
i

P S

class composed of professionals and businessmen assumed p051tlons of

leadership in local government and social organizations in seqking to es=-

tablish internal order among the diverse fragments of community. While

17

the early (pre-1853) Bloomington settlers monopolized the mayor's office ',

6The age groups of the sample were varied to approximate the active
work years (roughly 13-55) for the years in which the sample members were
traced. The sample originating in the 1850 Census included all males aged,
18-25, a total of 109. The sample (N=107) from the 1860 Census traced
backward to 1850 were 30 and over in 1860. The sample (N=117) traced
forward to 1870 were between the ages of 20 and 45, Both of these were
taken from a ten per cent sample of male heads-~of-household and occupants
of boarding houses from the 1860 manuscript schedules. The sample members
were traced in the city directories, except for 1850, for which an indexed
transcript was utilized: Verda Gerwick (compiler), 1850 Federal Census,
. McIean County, State of Illinois (Danville, Illinois: Heritage House, 1971.)
‘ The persistence rates for Bloomington for the sixties roughly correspond
to those of Eastern cities surveyed by Thernstrom and Knights, while those
for the fifties seem rather extraordinary. Stephan Thernstrom and Peter R.
Knights, "Men in Motion: Some Data and Speculations about Urban Population
Mobility in Nineteeth Century America,' in Anonymous Americans: Explorations
in Nineteenth~Century Social History, ed. by Tamara K. Hareven (Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1971), pp. 17-47.

701 the 13 mayors in the period 1850-1870, all had been established
in Bloomington prior to 1851 except one, who arrived in 1854, School Record
of lclean County and Other Papers, Vol. IT of McLean County Historical
Society Transactions (Blocmlngton' Pantagraph Printing and Statlonery Co,,
1903), pp. 569-580-
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city aldermanic positions were dominated by the post-1853 class of pro-
fessional and business men. 8
A multitude of volunbary associations were formed for benevolent
and temperance pqrposes; their primary function, however, was social. In
the pluralistic s§ciety that had developed in Bloomington in these two
decades of rapid growth, these voluntary associations provided a means of
"sorting people out and assigning them a place in thé local structure of

w19 Merchants, business and professional men largely

0

status and leadership.
comprised the asséciation leadership positions in 1870,2
This veryfsketchy analysis of Bloomingﬁon's sécial composition has
primarily consisted of a description of demographic‘§haracteristics that
would seem to suggest a fragmented andfcontenfiousﬁétate of community dis-
order5 Nothing,:however, has been said concerning the actual resoilution
of sociéi‘confliqt, the process of local decision—méking,/ér even issues
of disharmony, aééuming these existed. The paucity of substantive informa-
tion on the ”liveh matters of social existence in Bloomington'in the pefiod,
‘1850—1870, resulﬁs, to a large degree, fro@ the historical sources utilized.
The Pantagraph and its predecessors and the amateuriéh local histories con-

" sistently portray the community as harmonious and orderly. Indeed, this

18In the first five years of city government, 1850-1854, artisans held
a majority of the aldermanic offices. 1In the decade of the sixties, roughly
four-fifths-of the aldermen were professional or businessmen. The list of
aldermen for this period is from: Mclean County Historical Society Trans-~
actions, Vol. II, pp. 565-566. Occupations of aldermen were determined from
the 1850 manuscript census (Gerwick transcript) and the city directories for
the years 1855-6, 1866, and 1870.

19Don H. Doyle, "The Social QOrder of a Frontier Town: Jacksonville,
Tllinois, 1825-1870." Paper presented to the Organization of American
Historians Convention, Apr. 1974, p. 6.

‘2OAssociation leaders listed in the 1870 City Directory, pp. 21-27;
occupations from the same directory, passim.
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genus of reportage is characteristic of the Pantagraph's function as a

bqoster organ,‘representing the business community and its interests.
Elaboration on the meaning of community in mid-nineteenth century Bloon-
ington must await the revelations of heretofore unearthed sources, or the
artistry of a perservering historical craftsman.

However, the issue of temperance affords a degree of opportunity to
explore the implications for community consensus of the qualitative change
ih the ethnic and class composition of the acquired pOpulation. Temperance
forces were active throughout this period in their effort to %egulate the
moral behavior of fellow citizens. Agitationéin this directién by m§nj of
the established residents of the city intensified with the la%ge influx of
Germans and Irish. Temperance-related issues became the subject of;many
city elections in the fifties, usually prefaced by heated exc%anges‘among
the contending forces. In the mid-fifties, temperance cahdidétes were con-
sistent mayoral victors. Although a local prohibition 6rdinance was passed
in 1855, enforcement was found to be nearly impossible and thé ordinance
was eventually repealed. When the city resumed its ;icensing;contrbl of
saloons, temperance forces continually mounted efforts to incfeasekﬁhe fee
required. |

Prohibition politics surfaced repeatedly in the late sixties; The
large concentrations of Irish and Germans in the second and Tifth w;rds
“in northweét Bloomington figured prominently in the city refefenda ;n the
issue of prohibition or license.| In an 1867 vote, wards one,ithreegand

four favored prohibition while the overwhelming support of license in the

21 WP, Apr. 26, 185hL; DP, Mer. 20, Apr. 22, 1857 McLean Coungz
Historical Society Lransactlons, 1T, p. 416.
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second and fifth wards was sufficient to defeat prohibitione22 4

The city election of 1369 lwas a hotly contested battle betweén the
prohibition and license forces. |The prohibition issue so preéccupied the
‘Candidaﬁes that the business community felt their interests eéﬁangeéed,

A letter from a businessman ekpressed this fear:

e - o there is danger that our city and welfare will be com-
mitted to wholly incompetent (hands, and that unless the people,
without regard to party issues, prohibition or license, shall
combine for the public weal in the nomination and election of
first class business men, all our interests of a material-
character must suffer disastgr. We have streets to 1mpro#e,
sewers to build, railroads tq regulate, police to provide,
walks to build, and all the manifold duties of our rapldly
growing city to be attended #0.23 ¥

The election that April was split rigidly along both pﬁOhibi@ion and

ward lines. The first, third and fourth wards elected prohibition candi=

1

dates and the second and fifth, their license candidatessf'As;in thé 1867
election, the large numbers in the second and fifth wards pre{ailedian&
elected the license candidate, John Stilwell (second ward resident); as
mayor.za With the hold-over councilmen duplicating the positions of the

newfy—eleoted aldermen--two aldermen represented each ward, elected;in ale-
ternate years-~the resultant council consisted of six aldermeﬁ favorlng
prohibition (representive wards 1,3,4), and four in favor of llcense (rep-

resenting wards 2 and 5)025

22DP Apr. 18, 1867. Earlier that year, the state lewlslature ap=
proved a bill 1ncorporat1ng Normal. At the insistence of Jesse Fell, the
charter contained a perpetual 'no-saloon' clause. In disposing of town-
lots in Normal, Fell always stipulated in the deeds that no alcohol could
- be sold on the premises. TFrances Morehouse, The Iife of Jesse W, Fell

(Urbana: University of Illinois, 1916), PP 7370,

' rior to incorporation, Fell circulated a petition urging the passage
~of a village ordinance prohibiting the sale of liquor. The petition bore
938 signatures, purportedly all of the Normal residents "old enough to
comprehend the import of the petition." DR, Dec. 17, 1866.

2%22, Apr. 20, 2k, 1869,

22pp, Apr. 12, 1869,
25

Al though the prohibition faction controlled the new council,
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With the issue of temperance at least, the transformation of the

population of the community--the substantial increase in Germéns and

Irish, and the expanded working class--seems to have some very disruptive
implications for community consensus. Although no ward was unanimous in
favor of, or in épposition to prohibition, that .the wards voted consistently
(and by significant margins), suggests that a degree of residential segre-
‘gation played a crucial role in defining the social order (or disorder)
- of the community. And when the objection of businessmen to the preoccupa-
“tion with the temperance issue is injected into the field of diverging
interests, it certainly seems that the basis for community consensuswas

extremely fragilé.

abstinence was not compelled upon the community. The local sources are

characteristically vague on thé ehsuing political maneuverings, but it
seems that the council only doubled the license fee to $50 per month for
the sale of liquor. : ‘
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Note to Table II, "Population Inc%ease by Decade®

The states of the 0ld Northwest are: Ohio, Michigan, Indiana,fWiscohsin, J1llinois.

- National and 01ld Northwest increase from: U. S. Bureau of thexCensué. Historical

McILean

Statistics of the United States, Colonial Times to 1957@ (Washlngton
Government Printing Office, 1960),pp. 7, 12=-13.

County and Bloomington population increase from: U. S. ﬁureau“of the Census:

The Seventh Census of the United States: 13850. (Waohlngton Robert

Armstrong,Public Printer, 10653), pn./zggn 7ﬁ2°mw~u,QV«M‘,;HH,mwfﬁw,;,wff~

Population of the United States ih 1860, (Washington: fGovernment
Printing Office, 1064), pp. 06, 97. ; ‘

Vol. I. The Statistics of the Population of the United: States . . .
Ninth Census, (June 71, 1670). (Washington: Government Printing
Office, 1972), pp. 2k, 308, 116. ‘

Statistics of the Population of the United States at the Tenth Census

(June 1, 1880). (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1063),
pp. 138, 50k.

Report on Population of the United States at the Eleventh Census: 1690,

Part L. (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1895), pp. 16, 110.

Census Reports, Vol. I. Twelfth Census of the United States Taken in e

the Year 1900 (Population, Part II.) (Washington: Government
Printing Office, 1901), p. 613.

'Percentage increases for McLean County and Bloomington calculated.



TABLE IIX
POPULATION: McLFEAN COUNTY,
BIOOMINGTION, and NORMAL

Bloomingtonts

Column 4

McLean population as Bloomington Normal
County % of county '
183l %~~~ —— :.1a@§‘ ——
1836 o — 150 —s
18l0 6556 9.2 600 —-
1845 §~—~ Cmm—— 800;; k -
1850 10163 15.7 o 159u~f e
1855 . emee- —— 5000 R ﬁ"
1860 28772 20e6 7075 | - 8L7
1870 53988 27.0 14590 1116
1880 60100 28,6 ‘17180 0 7 2470
1890 63036 32,5 2ou8h'{ : 3L59
1900 67613 3.3 23286 3795
Sources:
Column 1 see Table IT, supra.
Colﬁmn 2 calculated
Colﬁmn 3 census year figures from Table II; non-census year
figures from J. H. Burnham, History of Bloomington
and Normal in McLean County, Illinois (Bloomington:
J.H. Burnham, 1872), pp. 36, 49.
William B. Brigham, The Story of Mclean County and

Tts Schools (Bloomington: William B. Brigham, 1951),
P. viii. |
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