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A~V INTERVIEYW ANN/DAVIT} SKILRUD Oct. 19, 1977

(Ann)

I chose to come to Wesleyan after spending one semester at a very large
university. I was attracted to Wesleyan because it was a sma 1 school;
it had an excellent sc ience program and PhD's who were experts in their
respecitive fields were teaching the classes.

[By the end of the freshman year, I knew that this was the school for me. |

J

Not only was I getting outstanding training in chewdstry and biclogy,
but ¥ found that classes outside ny wmajor helped me attain a bros d

liheral arts education.

(?he advantage of going to a multi-co%}?ge micro-university allows for
varisty. Cne can easily acquire a taste for music, art, literature @ d
history.

Now thg? T'm a medical student nere ian dpringfield T look back on my college
e?gcation i thi 2 deep sense of gratitvde.

Educational discipline and a love for learning have enabled me to suc-

cessfully pursue my graduate studies.
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In my three and a half years at Wesleyan, I had a lot of biology courses
including embryology, histology, canpargbive at anavomy and physiology. |

I always had very good professors end they salways exnected a lot from us,

and we always had to work real hard, but 7 always found that T always
was doing better and T always enjoyed working hard for peonle that asked
me to work hard, And this was the same in chenistry; I enjoyed general

chemistry and organic chemistry and had to work pretty hard at it to keep

the professors hapny.

[?EP ;_also found that I enjoyed classes outside the science program,refpaﬁi-
E}}y enjoyed humanities and I enjoyed talking art history, and I enjoyed taking

voice lessens in the school of mQ§ic.[- 30/ overall|l could say I got a

very good broad 1ibera; arts education and that was something that, I guess,
|T got kind of as an extra besides just ny training and prevaration for mediggl
8chool .f
L;_wegt to a large university my first semester as a freshman and T was

really disappointed_becagse_they had.teaching_?gg%g?ggygjteaching the classes
and T didn't even have a PhD for my first semester in college at this big

university. 7T was pretty disappointed; I thought, well I think T could pay

some meney and get a 'ine education elsewhere
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where I'd actually have exparts in their field teaching me a certain subject.

/So T decided to go to Wesleyan because I'd heard that professors were

teagh}qg_the classesgand thgt they were doing a really good job.

L§8§Fh§n I started out here as a sscond semester freshman I was juat ecstatic
necause T had four clasges and I also had gqpr_Phpiﬁffggchzgg these classes.
Qnd not only thst, they offered a lot of help outside the class for help
and their expartise on particular subjects that the student or teacher was
Interested in teaching. And I felt this to be a real advantage at Wesleyan
and I'm certainly glad that T came to this achool for it.

(David)

I came to Wesleyan becausef] really believe in Egngggpept of a smal 1 school,

particulariy[the close student-faculty relationship. I think I took advan-

tage of this relacionship to the fullest. It seemed like 1t was a rare day
when T wasn't sittigg_}n some nrofessort's office asking questions, clsaring
up something, findigg_out where Ifglgqpe wrong on the last exam...for same
reason./ But I was there all the time taking advantage of them to the
fullest., They were a lot ol help,.

Joming out of high school, T thought it was terrific thaet as a Pirst semester

freshman, T not only had all PhD professors in my courses but T had two

heads of depar tment as well.
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You can't expect something like this at a large university.

Over my years at Wesleyan, I really developed a close relationship with the
faculty members there to the point that I really iiss them these days and
8till see them occasionally. HMany of them are really lifetime friends.

T also came to Wesleyan with a spyﬁtjbut it was acadenmies number one and
my sport second,

T also came to Wesleyan to play tennis., |[I vis c d Cne cennis coach when

I was stilll a senior in high school, out I came witi the idea that academics
were going fto be my numher one pursauit and ny sport second to academlcs.,
Wesleyan allowsed me to pursue both of these asctivities without conflicting
too drastically with the other one.

Athletics were accommodating to wmy academic pursuits., [there were times

vhen I would have to miss a practice because ol lab, put things always

wor@ggwggqjand I was allowed Lo pursue bothh of these activities to the

fullest, Lég?_l rga}}y appreciated this fact...that I was allowed ©o carry

on with both o these actlv‘ties j

Vith my wife and I both planning %o attend wmedical schoocl and »oth wanting
to apply to madical school, we had special problems in scheduling, appli-

cations and 3o forthe
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T spent literally dorzsns of hours in ny advisers office from the first year
on receiving advice that just couldn't he given by anyons other than him.
This was a tremendous help in our plang. T feal like T'm forever indebted
to this adviger,

T wag a chemistry major in the sclence program and my wife was & biology

ma jor. Both of these routes were adequate and fine routes to attain access
to medical school, L&gy.having had a year and a half of medical school, I )
can honestly testify that no one is better prepared for medical school thgn

a “esleyan graduate, (

g hava students at SIU Pfrom the best public schools, from Ivy League schools,
from achools outside of state, in-state and no one is better prepared for
medical school.

&?yeg_phe Admissions Committee meabers that T know have agreed thac a Wesleyan
grad is really somﬁthing spgciﬁ;j} And T can honestly state that no one 1is
hetter prenared,

(Ann)

T feel that I've had the best nreparation for medical school that anyone

could =2ver have, ™rst of all, T felt confident once I started medical

school, T felt well this is the kind of material I can handle., 'n fact,
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T found that a lot of the basic medical sclences were actually just a review
of what T learnng} Wesleyen,

T know that Weslevan has a very good revutation among the me dical schools.
The letters of recommendation from the faculty are highly regarded and
looked upon asg being hoth honest and.sincers, If you parform well at
Weslevan, Wesleyan will add a lot of backbone to your application to medical
schools) A good recormendation is going to help an - individual get
into medical school.

(David)

The letters of recommenda tion from Wesleyan faculty that accompany an
apnlication to medical schiool are nerceived as franlk, open and honest when
received by that medical school.

So when ‘eslevan endorses their students, they have a firm backing for
nogaible nmatriculation into medical school.

(Ann)

Tavid and T decided that it would be a really good idea for us to go early
decision to medicel school. And what this means is that we apolied to
medical school the summer before our senior year, Most students anplying

to medical school will apnly in September, Octoher, November and December
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of’ their senlor yesr, so, in other words, we applied about [ive months

earlier. What this amounted to was that we wanted & letter of recommen-

dation and all our btranscripts and everything to be sent in the summer

before our senior year. Ie were very lucky that the science faculty at

Wesleyan decided to stick around that summer and type out our lebtters

which usually involves quite a bit of work. And this took a lot of their

time ard it took time in the summer when I suppose they could be out doing

other chings,

It was To our relief that we were successful in early decision program

because around the middle of September, end of September, we heard that

we had heen accepted early decision to SIU School of Hedicine.

You can imagine our jubulance (?) and happy times we were having our senior

year knowing that our future plans had already been - staked out for us,
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