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INTRODUCTION

One of the many gquestions I have been asked during the
course of researching this paper is, why are you doing this?
Obviously, I am restricting the group I am working with to the
extent that it is not in any sense of the word socially autono=
mous. To study a soecially aubonomous group, and thereby obtain
a strong statistical basis for a statewide generalization, would
mean studying the delimitation and categorization of the lamn-
guage and the informents into such variations as occupational
differences, social differences, age differences, funetional
differsnces from formal to informal, differences in style, not
to mention the local and regional differences. Bubt my purpose
is not to try and generalize about all people in the state of
Illinoiss rather, it is twofold, (1) I want to distinguish
dialect boundaries in Illinocis simply within the frame of refer-
ence of my selected group and compare these results with pre-
viously published works (especizlly those of ﬁorthern~111iﬁoig)@
(2) I would like to find indications of the existence and
location of a Northern Midland-Southern Midland dialect boun-
dary in Illinois. |

I suppose one of the other most freguently asked guestions

was, are there really dialects im Illinois--I know people btalk
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differently, bubt does that mean there are dialects? My analysis
of this question leads me to assume the the speakers weren't
really asking if there were disleets in Illinois, bub what a
dielect really is. Aside from the many technical connotations
that dialecticians and linguists have, Edward Sapir has given
the most universal definition that I have found of the term
‘ﬁdiaie@te‘l "By preference the term is restricted to a form
of speech which does not differ sufficiently from amcther:fcrm
of speech to be unintelligible to the speakers of the latter.”
He further sayg, "A group of dialects is merely the soeialized
tendency to inéividﬂal variation in speech." If it is true
that the people of Illinois do speak differently, yet their
language is understood throughout the state, then it must also
be true that there are dislect regions within the state (whether
minor or major)e

In my study of American dislects, I have found that the
Hegroid or Black dialect is usually treated separately. For
that reason, this study will eonéern itself only with the

Caucagian dialects within the state.



PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES



The procedures of this survey are in part those suggested

by Roger W. Shuy in his book Discovering American Dialects.2

Departures from the methodolegy are still extensions of these
procedures and were designed to meet the special needs of
my studye3

The problems which complicated my research included the
geographical distribution of students from Illinois Wesleyen
University and the availability of reference materials conbaine-
ing the various previous studies conducted inm Illinois. An
Illinois Wesleyan University puhlication4 indicates that approx-
imately 80% of the enrollment from Illinois lives north of an
arbitrary line that runs east-west through Bloomingbony and
furthermore, it indicates that 25% of those north of this line
reside in Cook County within the Metropolitan Chicago area.
I attempted to solve the problem of locating students from
primery areas with the help of & cross-reference log of all
Illinois Wesleyan resident students and their home towns, bub
the log proved to be only parﬁi&lly effective. Problems such
as pecond semester transfers, %ir§t $§éester graduates, length
of residency in home towns and changes in loeal aédressgs and
phone numbers, increased my difficulties and decreased the effi-
cieney of the log. My final procedure tended to be a random

sample selection from northern Illinois and a more selective
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sample from middle and southern Illinois.

Several varistions in speech patterns such as the
phonetic form, the lexical features, the intonation and
stress and the grammar could have gerved as a basis for
my research. I chose to follow in part Shuy's methods in
his paper "The Northern=Midland Dialect Boundary in illinsis§“5
and study the phonetic and lexical features of Illinois speech
patterns.

Of the available possible prospects for my paper
(1618 IWU students), I interviewed 164 of which 90 were
females and 74 were males. The ecriteria for those selected
for my study included (1) at Leagt one semester of full-time
college studies, (2) age within the range of 18 to 23, (3) res-
idency in Illinois for the last two years, (4) residency in
Illineis up to the age of 8, (5) a solid geographical base

6 aﬁé'(é) no obviously deviant speech

during the first 8 years,
patterns used at home. All prospective informants were asked
to complete a Personal Data Form (See Appendix l), from which
I analyzed their ability to meet sections 3 through 6 of my
criteria.

The phonological section of the survey was then given to
the selected informants. This section comsisted of 17 sentences
(Bee Appendix II) designed to measure selected phonetic patterns.

In each of the sentences there was a key word which had two

possible phonetic pronunciations. Although the words were



placed in sentences to keep the imformant from being too
self-conscious about his pronunciation of the key words

(which were unkmewn to him), I still noticed two problems
with the methodology: (1) an over-articulate pronunciation

of the entire sentence and (2) a discrepancy between the pro-
nunciation of the printed word end the pronunciation of the
same word in general conversation, For these reasons the
readers were instructed to resd the sentences as naturally

as possible and to promnounce the words as they would in normal
conversation,

Sentence 1. Billy tried to catch the rabbit, The key

word in this sentence was 'catch.' I expected the variations

in pronunciation to be /’cﬂ'/ and /k:‘U/.

Sentence 2., The currency appeared to be foreign. The

key word here is 'foreign.' I expected a southern variation

of the usual Asran/ to be ASacary.

Sentence 3. The fox tried in vain te enter the hem coop.

Here the key word was 'coop.' I expected the majority of my
informants would pronounce the word /kup /., but I also expected
to find some variation such as /erP/ from my far southern in-
formants,

Sentence 4, John and I went fishing im the creek. The

key word in this sentence was ‘'creek.' I had no preconceived
notions about the regional differences between /krik/ and

/kflk/, but I had noted from observation that both variatiens



did occur in Illinoise.

Sentence 5., After the storm was over, I noticed that

several shingles had fallen from the roof. The key word here

was 'roof,’' and although the two pronunciations, /rof / and
/t‘u{' /, show the same pattern as 'coop' in semtence 3, I ex=-
pected the /rv"F/ pronunciation to be much more widespread
than /kVP/ .

S8entence 6. The fog was so thick, we could hardly see,

The key word is 'fog.' I expected to find a northern pronun-
ciation of /{33/ and a midland and southern pronunciation of

/-Fa.a/-

Sentence 7. The fried chicken tasted rather greasy.

The key word in this sentence was 'greasy.' I had observed
that friends from southern Illinois pronounced the word

/Sru'zi /s while the preferred pronuntiation in northern Illinois
seemed to be /sfl'si/o

Sentence 8. I could not decide which essay question to

snswer first. The key word here is 'which,' and the reason

for the inclusion of this sentence was twofold. First, I
wanted to find out the strength of the /hw/ sound when. compered
with /w/ in various regions of the state. Also, the key word
here, along with the key words in sentences 13 and 17 were
designed to determine variations in the strength of the /hw/
sound within the same region.

Sentence 9. The grocery store is omly three blocks from
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my house. The key word here is 'grocery.' The pronunciations
I expected to find were ,srosan'/ and /Sra.fah’ /s

Sentences 10 through 17 were designed not only for the
sounds found in the key words, but were paired to show either
a comparison or a contrast between similar words and sounds.

Sentence 10, The tot enjoyed going to kindergarten and

Sentence 14, My mother taught me never to tell a lie, The

key words are 'tot' and 'taught.' The comparison being made
here is between the /J)/ and /@/ sounds for both words.
Sentence 11, I looked for my pencil but only found my

pen and Sentence 15, I accidentally stuck myself with the

in. The key words in these sentences are 'pen' and 'pin,'
I perceived that quite often the /£/ and /I/ sounds were
interchanged and found in variations of both words, especially
in southern Illinois,

Sentence 12, The entire country went into mourning after

the death of John Kennedy and Sentemce 16, During winter the

sun rises very late in the morning. The key words are 'mourn-

ing"' and "morning,' and the key sounds for both words are /92 /
and /O/.

Sentence 13, The whale is the largest wmammal known to man

and Spntence 17, The wail of the wind sounded eerie., The key

words in thése 'sentences aré 'whale' and 'wail,' and as was

explained in Sentence 8, the key sounds are /hw/ and /w/.
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The second section of the survey dealt with the lexiecal
patterns of the informants., Xach informant was given & Vocab-
ulary Form (See Appendix III) to complete, The instructions
were self-explanatory and no additionsl aid was given. The
words used in this survey form were a selective sample of a

lisgt of words offered by Shuy in his book, Discevering Amer=-

ican Eial@ets.? In using the printed form you see gﬁ ﬁ§$
Appendix, I encountered only Oﬁe“me@hanicaivpreblsma»%hat be=
ing my failure to include the choice 'quarter teo 11l' as amn
option for #10 (A time of day). Although step 2 of the instruc-
tions left the option open to the informants Ho inéludecthis
answer if they used it, the acbtual visual absence of the chioice
may well have destroyed the reliability ef the results for

#10.

After having completed the actual survey section @fythe
study, I found it necessary to divide the state of Illinois
into sections with the use of aﬂgrié (See Appendii Iv)e
Through this I hoped %o be able to loecalize the dialect patterns
and later to generalize about boundaries, dialect islends,
and major disleet regions. The state wasg divided from east to
west by horizontal lines into 18 sections., These were lettered
A through R. I later found, however, that my sample of infore
maents (and those originally available to me) resided oply as

far south as Region P. Vertieslly, the state was divided into
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10 regions, numbered 1 through 10. The results of the sure
vey {(both phonetic and voesbulary) were then tallied in four
steps: (1) The tally of each of the individuael sectionsg

(2) the tally of the seetions within a horizontal regiong

(3) the regional tallies placed in statewide perspective; and
(4) vertical changes and dialéct islands accounted for on the

maps.



SURVEY RESULTS



In this section I plam not only to describe the results
obtained from my survey, but to compare the results with those
of Roger W. Shuy in his article, "The Northern-Midland Dialect

"8 and Lee A, Pederson in his study,

Boundary in Illinois,
"The Pronunciation of English in HMetropelitan Ghicagoe"%“ In
order to understand the relationship betwéen the regults, it
is eseential to have & knowledge of not only the purposes of
the other two studies, but the criteria for the informants as
well.
In Shuy's study, the purpose is stated gquite clearly:

"This study is en investigation of the speech of native Ill-
inois residents for the'%ufpsse‘ef establishing the b@unéary
which separates the Worthern from the Midland éialsstg ﬁn

ni0 To faecilitabe his investigation, Shuy covered

the state.
only the thirty-three counties north of and including Han-
cock, McDonough, Fulton, Tezewell, and MeLean, and west of
and including McLean, Livingston, Grundy, Kendall, DuPage,
Kane, and Mclenry. PFor sociolimguistie reasons, his study
does not include the heavily urbanized Cook, Lake and Will
counties. The characteristies of the informants used in

his sbtudy wes one of the most relavagt faectors for eaapggissﬁ
with the results of my study. For the phonologicel secbion

of his investigation, the average sge was 76,0 with a range



of 65 to 91 (with one exception)., The edueation level attained
spanned from third grade through a master's degree. For the
vocabulary checklist, the average age was 74.51, and the avere
age grade reached wasg 9,12,
Pederson states in the first paragraph of his study:
This experiment with the conventional
apparatus of American dialectology was
undertaken to analyze and describe the
propunciation of English in Metropoli=-
tan Chieago in the 1light of recent his-
toriecal developments. More specifically,
this is an attempt to relatve the speech
of the rural and suburban setellites to
the dialeet of the urban center, to iden-
tify the speech characteristics of the
social groups within the speech community,
and to provide inventoriasl data for further

regearch inteo the relationships of language
and eulture in HMetropolitan Ghicageell

For this investigation, Pederseon studied 136 informanks from
McHenry, Kene, Lake, Will and Cook counties in Illinois and
Lake County in Indiemna. The 136 informants were divided into
two groups: primary informante (38) and subsidiary informants
(66)512 The informants were not selected to mateh rigidly
the population statistics for Chiecago, bubt rather to survey
as many ethniec groupg as possgible., An atbtempt was made to
insure the autonomy of the informants, with regard to age,

education, social classes, and race,

The horigontal regional resulis of my survey can be

found in the section ef this peper entitled “Compilation of
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East-West Regional Data for Fhonetic Speech Patterns." 1In
this segment of my paper the individual sections of each region
have been totaled, and the figures you see simply show the
distribution from north to south. Although these figures may
give you an idea as to how the various horirzrontal boundaries
were determined, only a closer study of the individual sections
(not printed in this paper) can disclose the vertical changes
and dialect regions, Boundary maps of some& of the more signi-
ficant key words will be found in this sectiom.

Sentence l--Key word 'catch,' (See Map 1) I found that
the preferred prommndéiation virtusally statewidewis /kgtf /e
Shuy notes in his study that the pronunciation /kzjj”/ appeared
more frequently in the southerm half of his survey region.13
I found Jjust the opposite to be true. Whereas the pronunciation
/K€t / was predominant in northern Illinois, the pronunciation
/k &‘f‘_f/ was found in the amswers of 90% of my informants from
sections F=5, G-5, G=-6, H-4, H=5, H=6, J=4 and I-5, This area
would seem to distinguish a dialect island in Shuy's ‘'southern
region.' A second minor region may be located in the far eas-
tern sections of H and G (67% @R /), but the low number of
informants from this area camnot give conclusive evidence for
this point. 1If this is a dialect region, however, it should
be pointed out that this area,.too, falls in Shuy's /FUEtf/
region, Although /R / seems to appear more frequently south

of and including Region K, there is not enough physical evidence
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to support a hypothesis,

Sentence 2--Key word 'foreign.' The pronunciation
/Faran/ was overvhelmingly preferred: by almost 100% of my
informants north of and including Region L. Although the
preferred pronunciation:south of Region L was still /Foran/,
the pronunciatiom, /faran/, did appear in 2 out of 7 cases
(28.57%). No generalization can be made about the pronun-
ciation, /¥§1rar\/, from these results, however.

Sentence 3--Key word 'coop.' I did not find a single
instance of the pronuneciation /kajp/ in my entire survey.
The normal pronunciation, /kuT;/, seems quite universal in
Jllinois.

Sentence 4--Key word 'creek.' Both Shuy and Pederson
did evaluations of the pronunciations /krf\(/ and /Krxk/.
Shuy asserts through an analogy of the results of the Atlan-
tic States, that the preferred pronunciation:for the Northern
and North Midland dialects is /kuﬂl(/, while the Southern
Midland pronunciation is /kr]:k/.l4 Pederson concluded that
for the extraurban areas of Chicago (the outer suburbs and
rural areas) the preferred p--ronunciation‘in‘/kc;k/.l5 He
also found the same preference used by his informants in
the 16 to 20 yesr-old age range.16 It cannot be said that
these results contradict each other, primarily because they
atudy different areas,

My results showed that the majority of the informants
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throughout the state preferred the pronunciatiom /Kcik/.
The one area which tended to be an exception to this state-
ment ineluded sections B-4, B=5, and B-6, where 75% of my
informants used the /k(Ik/ pronunciation, Although I can-
not make any definite conclusions about a dialect island
because of the low number of informants from these three
sections, my results for the Chicago Metropolitan area do
prove more conclusive. I found that in section C=10 alone,
/Kcik / was preferred 37 to 2. This is a definite contra-
diction of Pederson's results.

Sentence 5--Key word 'roof.' Again, this word was
studied by both Shuy and Pederson. Shuy's results of 'roof'
showed that the pronunciation, /ftrf/, occurred most frequently
in the northeast quandrant of the state, and furthermore, that
the pronunciation, /rwgp/, occurred most often in the north-
west quandrant%7 Pederson observed that in the extraurban
areas of Metropolitan Chicago the pronunciation, /(Lyg/, was
more widely used.18

My studies showed a dialect island in sections B-7,
B-8 and B-9 in which the preferréd*pronunciationwwasv/?ufyg
otherwise, the majority of northern Illinois preferred to say
/cut/. Incidentally, sections B-8 and B-9 are located in
Shuy's northeast quantrant. Generally, the preferred. pronun-
ciation south of Region D was ﬁrxrf/. Although the results

were not strong enough to indicate an island, & much higher
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than normal percentage of informants frem sections D«4, D=5,
E-4, E=5, E=6, F=5, G~6,:H=4 and I-5 (all in approximately
west=central Illihois) preferred tthe ;pronunciation /rus to
the more frequently used /ru¥/.

Sentence 6--Key word 'fog.' Shuy has a little more
to say about his investigation of the /2/-/a/ sounds such as
in 'fog,' or in this case 'on,'

In Illinois, the Northern A/ is found
consistently in the northeast quadrant
of our area of investigation and in
Moline and Peoria where it appesrs,
apparently, as an urban prestige form.
Approximately three-fourths of the in-
formants in the northeast quadrant of
the area investigated here prefered
/&/. On the other hand, five-sixths
of the responses in the northwest and

southern half of our territory contained
the /2/ vowel in this construction.19

Before reviewing Pederson's results on the actual word 'fog,'
it is necessary to note that the phonetic¢ pronunciation of a
vowel does vary depending upon the construction in which it
is used. My results of the same /9/-/a/ difference in sentence
14 reveals a much different intensity level of usage for both
variations. Thus, it is possible that the predominance of
the /2/ and /a/ sounds in the regions studied by Shuy may differ
greatly from the results I have of the construction 'fog,'
even for the same region,

Again Pederson's results are from the extraurban areas

of Chicago. He found that the majority of his informants pre=



=10n

ferred the /a/ vowel rather than the /9/ in the pronunciation
of the word 'fog.'20

My results showed that statewide the overwhelming
pronunciation pattern was /\ea.a /e

Sentence 7--Key word 'greasy.' This word has evoked
more study in Illinois than any other word I used in my sur-
vey. The boundary was printed, as early as I eould ascertain,

in A Word Geography of the Eastern United States, authored by

Hans Kurath and copyrighted in 1949 by Amn Arbor: University
of Michigan Press.21 Kurath exhibits & map that shows the
North-8outh boundary of the /SrfS'l /-/grizf/ line running
from New Jersey through Illineois. From this map we can see
that the boundary in Illinois seems to run southwest from
section F-10 (my references) to approximately H-8 and then
northwest to section F-2. Some of the boundary area is cov=
ered in Shuy's investigation area. Shuy makes a rather broad
generalization about the boundary, showing simply that /3r1$1/'
was found in the northern parts of his investigation area and
‘Qarizf/'in the southern sections.22 Pederson found the in-
cidence of the phoneme /2/ to occur very frequently in the
speech of Negroes, but only once did it occur in the speech
pattern of a primary Caucasian.23
Amazingly enough, my results (See Map 2) for the eastern
section of Illinois are extremely comparable to the boundary

indicated by Kurath, I have found a wvery distinct boundary
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that runs from section G-10 southwest to section H-8. How=
ever, instead of running northwest as Kurath indicated, I
found that from H-8 the line dips to the southwest and divides

Region I,

Sentence @--Key word *‘which,' (See Map 3) There are
no results of the /hw/=Av/ variation as far as I can determine
in either of the studies by Shuy and Pederson. My results
showed, however, that a distimct line does exist., The line
appears to run west along Route 9 in section G-10, to Bloom=-
ington in section G-7 and continues southwestardly to section
G-5 where it drops sharply to the B&I boundary in region 3,
then continues west,

Sentence 9--Key word ‘'grocery.! NKeither Shuy nor Peder-
son studies the As/—[fyavariations such as found in the cone-
struction 'grocery.' I found that only one area in Illinois
predominantly used the // ferm of the word--Chicago. The
statistice for section C-10 showed that the informants pre-
ferréd, /5/ to,/f/ 23 to 16, while the ‘rest 6f the C region
preferred Aﬂ/ 7 to'5, Interestingly enough, the /&/ preference
was fot-found in the regions directly north of Chicago. One
other area for which the statistics are rather vague is southern
Illinois=-south of and including Region L. Although the
preferred

more frequently.
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Sentence 10--Key word ‘'tot.' What was said about the
/9/-/0/ variations in the discussion of sentence 6 is shown
clearly here., In this particular construction the /a/ appeared
predominantly throughout the state, and it occurred more often
here than in the 'fog' construction. The pronunciation, /fet/,
seemed to be quite widely accepted and used.

Sentence l4--Key word ‘taught.' (See Map 4) For this
/92/=/8/ construction a very definite line appeared along the
C-D boundary. Above this line the preferred pronunciation was
/9/, while below the line the majority of the informents used
/o/. A very définite contrast in pronunciations occurred inm
section G-7, which overwhelmingly preferred the /J/ sound,

I cannot offer any explanation for this other than the hypo-
thesis that the influence of two universities in this sectiomn
may have influenced the pronunciation. Another variation of
the pronunciation appeared south of the H-I boundary. Below

this line the midwestern /a/ became more of a drawled /0°/.

Sentence ll--Key word ‘'pen.' The /€/ pronunciation
appeared in well over 50% of my informants from throughout
the state, but the /I/ sound did occur more frequently south
of and including Region K,

Sentence 15--Key word ‘'pin.' (See Map 5) A strong
boundary between the northern prenunciation /I/ and the south-

ern pronunciation /£/ exists at the I-J regional boundary.
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Furthermore, I have observed a dialect island in the northern
area including section P-6, F-7, F-8, G-6, G-7, G-8 and G-9,
Within this area an unusually unproportional number of infor-

mants preferred the pronunciation /g/.

Sentence l12--Key word ‘'mourning.' Pederson's research
included the actual /9/-/8/ construction, 'mourning.' His
results for the extraurban areas of Chicago indicate a strong
preference for the /9/ variation?q My results support this
conclusion. I found that, statewide, the preferred pronunci-
ation of 'mourning' was /morn?\r)/. The sole exception to this
generalization occurred in section C=10 where the informants
preferred the pronunciatien /nm?rn%)/ in 25 of 39 instances
compared to only 2 of 12 cases for the rest of Region C,

Sentence 16--Key word 'morning.' Virtually the entire
state preferred the pronunciation7/hunwﬁ3/. Even in the Chi-

csgo region, the pronunciation /hﬂJrrﬁa/ was not very strong.

Sentence 13--Key word 'whale.' (See Map 6) The results
I obtained for this word were more unusual than the results
of any other word in the study. The primary reason for this
was the fact that the two promnunciations /w/ in the North and
/hw/ in the South were separated by a large region between
the northern C-D boundary and the southern H-I boundary in

which the /w/~/hw/ contrast was virtuslly half and half. In
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this area there were no detectable dialect islands,

Sentence l7---Key word 'wail,' The strong tendency
of the informants from southern Illinois to use the /hw/
sound is shown very clearly in this word. While the northern
areas of the state preferred the /w/ pronunciation, a gradual
change beginsg to appear in Region G, While only 13%% of the
informants north of Region G used the /hw/ variation, 38%
of the informants between and including Regions G and L used

it. South of Region L, 6 of the 7 informants used the /hw/

varisbtion,.

Of the two studies I guoted in the phonetics section,
only Shuy made a study of vocabulary words as well. Unfor=
tunately, most of the words I chose to study were not examined
in his survey.

#l-=Bag/Sack, (See Map 7) I discovered the C-D boun-
dary to be closest to the actual division of the use of 'bag'
and 'sack.' ‘'Bag' appeared more often north of this line,
while sack appeared more often south of the boundary. The clo-
ser relationship that occurred south of the boundary in
some sections (sueh as in G) was primerily the result of the
usage of 'bag' in the urben areas of Bloomingbton, Wormal,
Pecris, Decatur and SBpringfield,

#e-=Faucet/Spicket/Spigot/Hydrant/Tap. The term
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'favcet' asppeared predominantly in most of the regions in
the state. It was interesting to note, however, that while
several of the other terms were used in the rural areas of
the north, no other term was even indicated to be used south
of Region J.

#5=-=Bucket/Pail. The ussge of 'bucket® seemed to be
guite strong throughout the state, but, as was noted in #2,
the occurrence of the other term, °pail,' was rarely used
south of a line that divided Region E. North of this line
36% of the informants used the term ?pail,' while only 6% of
the informants south of the line indicated thet they used
‘pail.’!

Shuy's study of the bucket-pail distinetion indicated
a preference for the term 'pail® above a line that runs
from northern Henderson County northwestwerd to the Kendalle
Grundy County 1ine925 Although I did not find sueh preferred
usage of ‘pail’ im this northern area, it is interesting to
note that Shuy's boundary extends through Region E, the same
region that my line bisects.

#-=Frying pan/Skillet. (Bee Map 8) There was a very
definite line indicated for the Frying pan-Skillet boundary,
The line seemed +to run west along the G-H boundary through
seétiems 9 and 10, then turn northwestwardly to the E-F
boundery in Region ?; From there it ran west again as far

.a8 Region 4, where it dropped sharply to exclude most of sece
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tions F=3, G=3, H-3% and west, North of this line the preferred
term was 'frying pem,' while ‘skillet® was used south of this
line. I can offer no explanetion 1or the discrepant figures
in Regions K and L,

Shuy's study of this distinction concerned itself
more with the terms ‘'spider' and ‘skillet,' than with ‘frying
pan' and ‘skillet.’' He does, however, indicate that the term
'skillet is & Midland word and runs "fair competition™

with the term °‘frying pe

n.' He also noted that the term 'spi-
der' seems to be receding in usageggé' |
#5~=Fire Bug/Firefly/Lightening Bug. My results showed
that without a doubt the preferred term in Illiﬁ@is was 'light-
ening bug.' As was noted before, argreater-use of the al— .
ternate @erms>@xisgeé?in«mertherﬂﬁilliaéisgna@r$h»@f%thep§%§
boundary. °Iights§ing bug' was indicated as the prefered
term by all’but two of my informants south of this G-H boundary.
#6=-=Slick/Slippery. The term 'slippery’ appesred to
be used in the majority of cases north of and including Region
C., Although 'slick' was used more often in sections D%h§@ F,
G, H end I, the presence of an almost equal number of infor-
mante who used ‘slippery' indicated to me that this mid-region
cannot be considered either definitely °slick® or 'slippery.’
South of and includimg Regiom J, however, the term 'silick'’
was used predominantly.

#7==Pop/Soda/Soda pop/Soft drink. The most widely used
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term north of and ineluding Region K was 'pop.’ South of
the K<L boundary 'soda’ was used by the majority of the
informants., I discovered that between Regions E and J the -
brand-name, Coke, was used to some extent to signify any
type of carbonated beverage.

#8==Root Beer PFloat/ Black Cow, My results showed that
the term 'Black Cow' was primarily a northern Illinois-based
word. The distinguishing boundary was not easy to define
because it tended to be a region rather than a line. In both
Regions D and E, the informants from the various sections
split virtuwally half end half on their preference of these
two terms. Above the (=D boundary the use of the term ‘Black
Cow' was not uncommon, South of Region E, the great majority
of the informants preferred ‘root beer float,'

#9==Swim Suit/Swimming Buit/Bathing Suit/Swinming
Trunks/Trunks/Bathing Trunks. This was one of the hardest
items to evaluate. It was obvicus that the term ‘swimming
trunks,’ was the most widely used of the six choices. As
for the other possibilities, they were so randomly distrie-
buted that generaligations were imgessible to make.

#1lO==Quarter till 11/Querter of 11/10:45/Quarter before
11. The results showed that in every region but one, the
majority of informants used the phrase ‘quarter +ill 11.°
A significant number (18) of informants from Region C wrote
in the phrase 'quarter to 1l.' It was obvious bthat the phrase

‘quarter to 11" should have been included in this sbtudy.



CONCLUSIONS



My results show that pronunciation and vocabulary are
helpful in determining dialect areas, Bub do the various
boundaries which I heve delineated have any common factors
which might indicate & major dislect boundary? On the basis
of:the preliminary results of the few items I have surveyed,

I believe major delineations can be made. In a signifissnb

number of instances, the C-D regional boundary separsbes the
northern area and Chicago dislects .from the midwestern Illinois
dialeect. This is relatively close to the Northern-Midland
dialect boundary described by Shuyag? Although the:Chicago
ares does deviate somewhat from the rest of northern Illinois,
I do not feel the deviance is exceptional.

A second ma jor dialect boundary seems to exist roughly
%hfougﬁ Region 1. In several of the words studied, the béun»
dary was found %o be such lines as the H-I boundary, the I-J
boundary, and, in one case, the I region itself., Although
I hesitate to make a special distinction within region Eyf@r
the Northern Midland-Southern Midland dialect boundary (or: -
even to label any region in Illinois as such), the evidence
I have found for the possibility of such a line in this I
region waﬁrants more extensive study.

Another minor line eppeared to exist at the Lel

‘boundary. Below this line I found examples of a divergent



Midlend speech patterm. Admittedly, however, my lack of
informants from Regions M, N, O, P, Q and R leaves me

with no choiece but Lo refrain from whet may be groess general-
igations., A need for research in these southern regions might
prove fruitful in the future,

It has to be remembered that while I have shown wvarious
results of a minor study and compared those results with pre-
vious studies, certain facts must influence all studies, The
fact that all of my informants had had at least one semester
of college background. indicates a high level of educational
experience. I believe that, uandoubtedly, the tireless efforts
of verious school systems to enforce a General Amerisan_
stendard of speech has affected and will continue to affect
the nature and variety of the local dialects, Many times
éuriﬁg the course of my research 1 was asked by %he~iﬁ£®rmamt
if he had 2 'hick' accent., This concern for conformity may
él%@ affect local dialects as soclaliszation and variaus;§@rms
of ‘culture shoeks' conbtinue to be a part of the 5%@%@1*
educational process., One final factor must be mentioned that
relates to the socializetion pr@éess Just mentioned:; it is
technically termed '‘drift' and it concéerns the variocus shifts
that occur in dialeect boundaries over a periocd of time. The
faet that the two studies with whieh I have been comparing
my results were published in 1962 and 1965 indicates to me

a-possible explanation for diserepancies whieh arose between
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the results-«s possible result of drift,

I have observed and noted in this paper that southern
Illinois lacks a very definite variety of alternate terms,
while northern Illinois appears ‘'richer' in such vocabulary.
In studying the results ef Shuy's paper, however, I can't
help but be aware of the fact that this variety in altermnate
terms is not as great as his study indicates. Again, meny
factors could have affected this observation, but the fact
exists, none=the-less, that part of the color of a culture
is the langusge, and I would hope that this color would

always be a part of our culture in Illineis.



COMPILATION OF EAST=-WEST
REGIONWAL DATA FOR PHONETIC SFEECH
PATTERNS



#1 CATCH

12

n N NN

O A B K

10

NN 0 A N

M 0 v d& N
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= =
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#2 POREIGN

NOIOOOOOOOOOO.I.

/2/
4

14

51
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#3 COOP

MOOOOOOOOOOOO‘

51
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=
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#4 CREEK

/T/

/i/

I 2 AT T VI W -+ SR = T o VI o WY o VI

O ©® v &

11
45
11
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#5 ROOF

Y V4
0
8

32

18

10
12

N NN & F | N [ 3

T N A N A | QN o

HIJKLTKFP,
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#6 FROG

/2/
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#7 GREASY

/z/

5/

15
50

16
17

- & & F «

n W N N D

ooH R M A

-
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#8 WHICH

/w/

2
"
11
3
3
4
10
4
10
6
4
5

A A OO U W O 00N O O N
— N a

< A © A B &K-© " H b K A

= =
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#9 GROCERY

/$7

/s/

1l
23

27

12
16

F O N O N

AN ~~ A O «

§ T R I - |
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#10 TOT

o/

2/

4
15
49

9

8
16
19

O O & 0N T
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#11 PER

/E/

/Z/

4
15
51

© O O A ©

4 M O A

15
15

n & N & N | N
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#12 MOURNING

/2/

/0/

14%452.1140000
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N —~ ~
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#15 WHALE

/hw/

/v/

< M O /- g o

10

M & O n F |

M A O A A | O

=5
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#14 TAUGHT
/o/ /5/
A 0 4
B 2 13
g 17 35
B 6 3
E 4
F 11 6
G 7 12
H 4 2
I 3 7 /0%
J 3 3 /0%
K 3 3 /0°/
L 2 3 03/
H e
" 1 3 Jo%/
o
2 1 P/



#15 PIN

/E/

/I/

13

M N H N Y N W

%778058015

oA By S H B O MO&

| ST

ke =™



#16 MORNING

/2/

/fe/

15

N O O
O O O
F

& A Y

17
19

10

o O O
O O n
n & A




#17 WAIL

/bv/

VA 74
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COMPILATION OF EABT-WEST
REGIONAL DATA FOR VOCABULARY PATTERNS



#1 BAG=BACK

SACK

BAG

11
53

13

1aY

oy F N B N

oM A A

CRg = ks

mom

-



#2 FAUCET-SPICKET=SPIGOT-HYDRANT=-TAP

SPICKETD SPIGOT HYDRANT TAP OTHER

FAUCET

11

50

14

15

© {2
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BUCKET

[Ta NNV B B % O T * A S+ R~ T O
e I

a @ W S B By oot B o by
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#4  FRYTHG PAR-SKILLET

FRYING PAN SKILLET
A 3 0
B 2
c 50 6
D 5 1
E 8 3
P 11 7
¢ 7 10
H 2 &
I 3 6
J 2 6
K 4 1
L 3 2
M

) 4
N
0

1 1
P



#5 FIRE BUG-FIREFLY-LIGHTENING BUG

FIRE BUG FIREFLY LIGHTENING BUG
A 0 1 2
B 1 2 S
¢ 0 v 49
D 0 1 5
E 0 1 10
r 0 3 15
G 0 3 15
i} 0 0 7
T 0 2 v
J 0 o 8
K 0 0 5
L 0 0 5
W

0 4
N
8]
. 0 0 2
P
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#6 BLICK-SLIPPERY

SLIFPERY

SLICK

Qo

<t

= Y N Y O 0O N F O A A
et &

S O & N © O v N O F
=} =t =l

o T o SRR~ WY, WS = . SN e O G T ¥ B e

= o

| -
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#7 POP=SODA~SODA POP=-SOFT DRINK

OTHER

SODA POP SOFT DRINK

50DA

POP

49

Xy

11

15
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#8 ROOT BEER FLOAT-BLACK COW

ROOT BEER FLOAT BLACK COW
A 2 1
B 5 7
o 21 35
D 3 3
E 5
¥ 15 2
G 18 0
i 6 1
I 8 1
3 8 0
K 3 2
L 3 2
3§

4 0
N
0
. 2 0
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#9 SWIM SUIT-SWIMMING SUIT-BATHING SUIT=
SWIMMING TRUNKS-TRUNKS-BATHING TRUNKS
SWIM SWIMMING BATHING  SWIMMING BATHING

SUIT  SUIT SUIT TRUNKS  TRUNKS TRUNKS  OTHER
B 0 2 0 1 4)
B 2 1 1 4 0 0 4
e 9 13 9 16 9 0
D 1 0 1 3 1 0
E 3 0 0 '3 5 0
F 4 4 0 8 2 )
G 2 3 1 7 5 0
" 1 2 0 3 1 0
I 0 2 1 3 3 0
5 1 1 0 4 1 0 1
K 1 0 0 3 1 0
L 1 ) 0 1 1 0 2
¥
o 2 0 2 0 0
K
0 0 0 2 0 0
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#10 QUARTER BEFORE 11-QUARTER OF 1l-
10:45-QUARTER TILL 11

QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER
BEFORE 11 OF 11 10:45 TILL 11 OTHER

A 0 1 2
B 0 1 1 3
¢ 1 6 9 22 18
D 0 1 1 3 1
® 0 2 0 8 1
¥ 1 3 2 12
G 0 1 2 15
B 0 0 0 5 1
T 0 2 2 5
J 0 0 0 7
K ) 0 2 3
L 0 0 1 4
W
| 0 0 1 2 1
]
0

0 0 0 2
P
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APPENDIX I

PERSONAL DATA SHEET

Hame

Tast Pirst Tnitial

Home Town How Long? (yrs.)

Other towns, shtates or nations you have lived (please give

approximate years for each place)

Parents® birthplace

Pather

Hother

Are there other adults at home?

Relationghip
Birthplace

Any language other than English spoken im your home?




1o
26
Se
4,
De
had
S
7e
8o
9o
10.
11,
12,

APPEWDIX IT

PHONETIC READING FOEM

Billy tried to cateh the rabbit.

The currency appeared to be foreign,

The fox tried in vain to enter the hen coop.

John and I went fishing in the creek.

After the storm was over, I noticed that several shingles
fallen from the roof.

The fog was so thick, we could hardly see.

The fried chicken tasted rather greasy.

I could not decide which essay question teo answer fTirst.
The grocery store is only three blecks from my home.

The btot enjoyed going to kindergarten, -

I looked for my pencil but only found my pen.

The entire country went into mourning after the death of

Jobn Kennedy.

13,
14,

The whale is the largest memmal known to man.

My mother taught me never to tell a lie.

I accidentally stuck myself with the pin.

During winter the sun rises very late in the morning.

The wall of the wind sounded eerie.
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VOCABULARY FORH

Directions:
1. Please put a eirecle around the word or words in each

group which you mormally use.
2. If the word you ordinarily use is not in the group,

please write it in the space by the item.
5 If you never use any word in the group, because you

never need to refer to the thing deseribed, do not mark the word.

1. PAPER CONTAINER FOR GROCERIES, ETC.: bag, sack

2. DEVICE FOUND ON OUTSIDE OF THE HOUSE OR IN YARD OR GARDEN:

faucet, spicket, spigot, hydrant, tap

5+ LARGE OPEN METAL CONTAINER FOR SCRUB WATER: bucket, pail

4, METAL UTENSIL USED FOR FRYING: frying pan, skille?b

5. INSECT THAT GLOWS AT WIGHT: fire bug, rIirefly, 1lighbtening bug

6, THE ROAD IS : slick, slippery

7. A CARBONATED DRINK: pop, soda, soda pop, soft drink

8o A GLASS CONTAINING ICE CREAM AND ROOT BEER: root beer float,

Black Cow

9, GARMENT WORN BY MEN AT THE SEASHORE: swim suit, swimming suib,

bathing suit, swimming trunks, +trunks, bathing trunks

10, 4 TIME OF DAY: guarter before eleven, quarter of eleven,

10:45, quarter till eleven
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