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187C~-1880

It would be difficult for the prssent day student to visualize the conditions
under which the students of Illinois Weslevan University of this decade attempted
to promote their own reereational activities. Without the faecilities of a gym-
nasium, athletic field or the hishly developed paraphanalia of the present deay
they did promote and engacre in sames and eontests which furnished them plenty of
fun and aectivity. The playrround were the campus, the commons across the street
where the car barns now ¢ tand; the skating rink park which was located in the
north end of the block now occunied by Kemp Hall and the ball crounds known as
the Depot diemond which was loceted on West Chestvwut street near the Chicazo and
Alton railroad derot.

The rames plaved were basebsll, tennis, ounoits, and such rurmning games as
three-lersed races, shubtle or potato races, hopring racss, €%c.

In 127C the collece bovs had a baseball team and they nlayed games with
the Shoo Flv Club of Lexington, I11., the Normal team and one from Eureka. The
results of those games were not recorded. Thay continued to pley baseball in
the suceceeding yvears of this decade and on June 9, 1874 won the me amateur cham-
pionshin of the state by defeating the athletiec team from Pontiae, 13 to &.

pericd
Rese Ball continued to be the prevailing sport of this gwpe® and the only names
of players of this veriod we could find are A.H.Liken and H.E.Hoffman.

In 1878, we found the first mention of Ffootball in an article which
stated that"the boys had purchased a football end now of an eveniug might be
heard the gentle clatter occasioned by 2 erowd of able-bodied young men madly
rushinr after a poor inflested bsll. " It seems that a studert by the neme of
FPatterson was the rineleader in this sport and sinee football a&s an intercolle
jate sport in America hersn helfes in 1874, when MeGill of Montreal played Har-
vard, it is easv to classify Illinois Wesleyan with the pioneers of Amerioc:
football.

188C-18390
Tothine was found coverins the athletic activities of the early years of

this decade, but there is no reason to doubt that baseball and football continued
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to be forms of recreation followed by Wesleyvan students. Football began as an

intercollegiate sport in 1886. A law student bv the name of Chas. S. Craig,
formerly a Columbia student started the game. He coached and played. Games were
played back and forth with Normael. The results of these could not be found. In
1887 G.W.Randle, who later became a Methodist minister, was elected captain and
Craie was still the coach. The scores of the Normai -Wesleyan games of this year
were as follows: Weslevan 4 - Normal 12; Weslevan 18 - Normal 16; Wesleven
10 - Normal 1C. At the last game the Pantagraph of the following day carried
the story and told of the 300 spectators; the Wesleyan colcrs of navy blue and
light =mray and how the game ended in a rowe. It seems the Normal boys did not
like a decision Coach Craipg, who was referee, had made and refysed to continue
the game. At a later date in the Pantagraph was a report that the Normal boys
admitted that they were wrong and showed their sportsmenship by offering to play
the game over, but no record was found that the game was ever played over.
Baseball continued to hold the attemtion of the Wesleyan students during
the latter vears of this decade. Nany different kinds of teams were plaved and
the collese battery during the year 1888 were Wilcox and Bovee. The games with
Kormal were particularly interesting and so much importance was placed on the third
pame that both teams loaded up with ringers. The Wesleyvan battery was Charley
Radbaurne (of the Boston Leacue team) and Pietsch, a loeal eircarmaker, who was the
catcher. Wormal had Clark Griffith as their pitcher and Barton as their catcher.
The zame ended in a tie 11 to 1l.
% This item appeared in the Jan, 17, 1880 Pantagraph:'"The Weslevans arc to use the
old skating rink lot on N. Main St. for baseball practice.” On Oct. 12, 1881:
"Teslevan students are practising for the baseball tournament.” On Sept. 1885:

"Weslevan students organized a baseball teem." 1In April, 1888: "The students

formed a baseball team."
1890 - 1900

This decade of college athletics has been referred to by meny writers as the

period of becinning of college athletics.

it

The vear 188C was a bamner year for Wesleyan athletics. The football team

had a verv successful season. The University of Illinois played its first game of
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intercollesiate football against Weslevan in Blcomington and were defeated
16-6. Normal was beaten three times. Peoria High School was tied 0-0 at
veoria and then the boys lost to the University of Illinois at Urbana in the
U. of I. first football victory,12-0. Harry Ewinc was football captain.

Tt was in this yvear that the sthletes of the different colleges composing
the Oratorical League of Illirois prevailed upon the governing board to allow
athletic games like football, baseball, track and tennis to be contested at the
time and vlace of the annual intercollegiate oratorical contest which was held
this year at Illinois Wesleyan. Hugh S. Magill of Wesleyan won the oratorical
contest, University of Illinois won the track meet. Weslevan won the football
championship. U. of Illinois won the baseball tournahment. Knox won the tennis
singles. MNonmouth won the temnis doubles. Kirkpatrick and Bigler were the Wes-
levan tennis vlavers. énowles of Weslevan won the standing broad jump with
weishts, lo feet, 85 inches. Harry Kumler was baseball captain. The team had
a successful season but lost s to U. of I1l.in the college tournament, 5-4.
JeRsWarner was captain of the 1881 football team which lost every same play ed
but two. The onlv record of the games plaved was the one the team lost to the
U, of I: 3-1 at the baseball tournament held in conjunchtion with the oratorical
contest.

Pearyv Kayvle was the 1822 football captain. Three of the Funk hovs who
had played at Yale helped out on several occasions. The team had a very good
tecord this season. The baseball team lost to Illinois College 11-2 at the
tournament in Urbana. The college colors adopted for this tournament were purple
and steel. The Junior class of this year orgenized a football team and went out
and plaved a Normal eating club and were defeated €-0.

There was a let down in the athletic activity during the school year of
1863-94. Irvine Emnis was football captain and the schedule played was not
guite as extensive as the vear Before. ‘arvel was the mainstay of the baseball
team. The zare with Illinois College at the Jacksonville smmamesmt tournament was
lost 16-2 but afterward it was awarded to Illinois Wesleyam because Illinois

had used some non-student plavers. Severdl cames were ylayed against the local
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Pastime Athletie Club but none resulted in a edemég victory for the collere
boyse Frof. E. Manley was the baseball coach. The faculty baseball team of
this year defeated the seniors as a part of the Cormencement Week program. The
score was 1l-5.

The field day program was also cuite extensive and brought out auite an
array of track athletes. This was the only track end field event on the schedule .

The year 1894-S5 saw a revival of athletics at Wesleyan. The football captain
was Don McNulton and quite an elaborate schedule was played but the only zame won
was against the local Pastime teame The baseball team of this year made a very
fine record and?EZardﬁbd the state baseball championship at the Carlinville tour-
nament. Dick Thompson was the captain. The faculty baseball team defeated the
seniors 11-10. Dwight Funk was the track captain who went to the 1895 Carlin-
ville meet. J.P.Bicker won the 50; 3rd -1C0; 2nd ~-220 yd.dash. Frark Wilder
won tennis sineles and teamed with Snyder to win the doubles.

A gymnesivm was provided for the use of the Wesleyan students during the year
1894. It was loecated just ecast of President Wilder's house on Fark St. Here
basketball was introduced by D.De.Darrah who was the faculty director of physical
education. The colleme girls played many gemes. The girls' home games were play -
ed in the ING armorv at Center and North. The academy boys were defeated by the
Ross Club of Normal. The Wesleyan footbhall team4of 1825 enjoyed a2 good season
under ¥art. Dwight Funk. There must have been m;;;:ea turn~out of material as
records of a second team and Bhird team game were found. Tre Normal-¥esleyvan
schedule for Thankseivine Day was called off on acc?unt of the 8-ineh snowfall,

The baseball team plaved ten games, winning only 4. R. Thompson was the cap-
tain. Universitv of Chicaso won 23-3 and Univ. of Indiana won 18-8.

Prof. Fersuson organized a baseball team for the Greek students.

Dwirht Funk again captained the football team. Two games were plaved and the
faculty stevmed in and threateded to expel captain and manager if any more ringers
or non-students were played. The team was disbanded. The Wesleyan won the inter -

collegiate track meet held in Bloomington im conjurction with the State Oratoriecal

contest. This meet was poorly contested and on accourt of the lack of interest

was abandonede.
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Basketball continued to boom throuch this vear and the girls of the college
engaged in many contests with the teams of the neighboring colleges end towns.
¥iss Hafper was the captain of the girl's team. The girls‘first team was made
up of the following: Arnold, Jones, Miller, Shreve, Buck, Robinson, Heaper,
and Tavlor.

The baseball team under Capt. J.C.Riley started out in great shape but incle-
ment weather slowed the bovs out of what micht have been a great season. The
football team of 1897 under Capt. J.C.Riley won 4 games from different town teams
but lost the only college game with Bureka, 18-12.

Dr. Graham of our faculty, who also was & citv alderman, had a successful
fight in the loecal city council against sn attempt to abolish football in the
town of Bloomington. |

The c¢irls continued to play intercity basketball, but lost mostof the games

Nina Stella
this season. The following names were recorded as varsity players: Robinson, Hea -
fer, Flora Jones, Lillien Arnold, Bertha ¥nowles, Leona ¥iller and Florence Sample.
I think this was the last season for girls' basketball as the mothers of the
rirls sterred in and said "enoush is enough”.

There is no record of a baseball or a track team being organized this year.

I think the commencement week field day was also abandoned.

The 18%f football team under the cavtaincv of James O. Dwver was the first to
be trained by a professional coach. ir. C.D.Enochs who plaved at the U. of Il...
was hired to coach football and he had a good sized sguad to work with. The
team won 4 of the 5 games plaved. The baseball tean under captain B.E.mith won
half the gzames plaved. The feculty beat the seniors at baseball, 16-9.

The school year 1899~ 1800 was a banner, as far as football and baseball were
concerned. The football under captain Amos Johnson was coached by C.P. Clintnn
of Stanford Uriv. (California), won the state championship of the minor colleges.
Fax WHite was the baseball captain and the team enjoyed a very successfvl seasnn.

There was no track team or field dayv on the records.
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1900~ 1910

It was during this decade that most of the college athletic conferences were
organized and it issometimes referred to as the period of strife between
the students and alumni on one side and the faculty on the other to determine
who should control the athletic advantages of the college.

In 1900 Mr, James Hogg was hired to coach the football team. Tom
Iillard and FEdgar Heaper were co-captains. An elaborate schedule was drawn which
included Purdue Univ.,, the Univ. of Illinocis and Rush Medical College. Four
games were won, four lost and one tied.

The baseball team won six games and lost one to the 3IIT league team
and one of Lomabrd, 5-4. Fulton was the captain and catcher. But Franklin
pitched most of the games.

Wesleyan won two dual track meets. Wesleyan 61 - Eureka 57; Welseyan
78 - Bradley 20, Granville Calhoun was track captain. Mr 7 Willismson
was hired as coach for the 1901 football team. Tom Lillard was captain., A
ten game schedule was played . The Univ. of Chicago defeated Wesleyan
22~C on Marshall‘Field in Chicago. Lombard College won the Thanksgiving
day game, before 1,000 spectators, but the score was 1C-2 . The Wesleyan
team only won 3 games, Normal Rose Polytechnic and Illinois College were
the losing teams., Lincoln College was tied 0-0O,

The baseball team under the direction of Capt, Harry Cassidy
played a nine game schedule., 5 won, 4 lost. A class Field Day was held dur-
ing the Commencement Week which was won by the Senior lLaw Class, No other
track results were discovered, though Ralph Bennett did act as track captain.

Mr. William McFadden was elected 1902 football captain but no schedule
was played, J

A’

The athletic board of control fitted up the top floor of the Music Hall
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with a cage and running track so indoor practice in these 2 sports could be
had during the winter months. Mg Lyle Straight was captain of the 1903 foot-
ball team. TFive games were played., Wesleyan beat Bradley 11-6 and Normal
9-5. The other games were lost.

The College Faculty beat the Seniors at baseball 16-12.

Cn March 27, 1903 at Bloomington was held a meeting of college presidents
who were attending the Central Illinois Teachers' Convention, for the purpose
of forming a College Athletic Conference of the State of Illinois. The meeting
elected R.E.Hieronymous of Eureka College as President and Y.M.Swanson of Mon-
mouth College as Secretary. Representatives for the following colleges and
universities attended; Knox, Northwestern Uniw; Lake Forest, Bradley, Monomouth,
Lincoln, Eureka, Blackburn, Ewing, Augustana, Wesleyan, Illinois College and
Shurtleff. Twelve regulations were passed to control the inter-collegiate
contests. The Conference did not function very long.

The track of 1903 had two meets: IWU 67-Bradley 42; IWU' 52- Eureka 52.
Hammond was track captain., This statement was taken from the 1903-4 Wesleyan
Catalogue: "For two years in succession no football team has been organized,
the students having perferred to use their energies in other directions. The
change has been attended by better morals and better scholarship,"

The baseball team under Captain Clyde Denton played 13 games winning
8. The team lost 2 games in extra innings. Captain Wilson led his track team
to victory over Knox 62-42 and over Bradley 61-43. TFootball was revived in
1904. Richard O'Connell was captain and J.C.Riley coach. The team played
five games winning from Bradley 24-0 and from Normal 5-4, The 1905 Baseball
team enjoyed a very successful season winning 9 and losing 2, tieing 1, Theodore

Church was captain.,
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‘Wesleyan's football of 1905 played seven games. The Bradley game was
won 17-5. Onarge was defeated 5-C. Illinois College and U, of Illinois were
tied. The other games were lost. L, McCialloch was captain and Dwight Funk
coached the team,

The 1906 baseball team won 4 and lost 5 games. Wesleyan broke even with
Knox, Monmouth, and Eureka. Bradley won the only game played that year 9-8.
R. Elliott was the captain. Capt. C.H.Wright's Wesleyan track team lost a
dual meet to Milliken 83-34 and took 3rd place in the Y.M.C.A. indoor meet.

The athletic board of control hired Fred Muhl, the Bloomington High School
football coach to take over the training of the college rootball squad. Harry
Doolittle was captain., Six games were played, three of which were won, two
tied and one against Bradley lost 11-C.

Under the direction of Capt, Harold Gawdrer the baseball team enjoyed a
very successful season., 8 games were won and 3 lost. The team beat Eurkka
3-2 in 15 innings, C.H.Wright was again track captain but no records of meets
were found.

The year 1907 marks the arrival of Tom W. Scott who came to IWU as
Director of Athletics and coach of football and track., Capt. Gibbons led the
football team to 3 victories and out of the eight games played,

The 1908 baseball team broke even under Harvey Rowland winning 4 and
losing 4 + The track team captained by O.P.Westervelt made a gcod showing by
winning a dual meet from Bloomington High 80-37 and defeating Milliken 56-48.,
4 newly organized state college meet was held at Bradley in Peoria. Wesley-
an finished 2nd,

The 1908 football team under Capt, Paul Thompson won from Lincoln College

76-0 and tied Illinois College 5-5, then lost the other five games., The baseball



Mahl -9

team captained by P. Jensen and coached by Frank Wills won 1 game and lost 5.

The track team captained by O.P.Westervelt had a very good season.
Welseyan won the Y.M.C.A, indoor meet and the Y.M.C.A. outdoor meet and the
dual meet with Bradley and Milliken, Wesleyan finished 4th in the State meet
held in Peoria.

The Wesleyan girls played a series of 5 games against the YWCA team
in the new gymnasium of the local YWCA. The YWCA girls won the series. The
scores were IWU 25; YWCA -25; IWU 12 -YWCA -9; IWW 10, YWCA -10: the downtown
girls won the deciding game, YWCA 8 -IWU -4,

The year 1909-1910 showed more progress in the development of the athletiec
system of IWU., Floyd Easterbrook was captain and Fred Muhl relieved Tom Scott
who was appointed a field agent for the university, as coach of the football
team. The team won 4, tied Northwestern Univ and Normal and lost $wo, A newly
organized basket ball team under Captain F.R.Kieley, played a five game sched-
ule in the new YMCA gymnasium. Won 3 and lost 2. The baseball team won 3
college games and lost 2 colleges and 2 games to the 3III league team. Floyd
Buasterbrook was captain and Frank Wills acted as coach. The track season under
Capt. Ben Danforth was very successful., Wesleyan won the dual meet with
Normal 93-24, with Bradley 80-36, with Millikin 71-42 and finished in 2nd place
in the state meet held in Peoria.

1910-1920

1910 marked the beginning of a new decade in Wesleyan athletics., Fred
Mahl took Tom Scott's place as Director of Athletics and coach of all sports.
The football team defeated Northwestern Univ, 3-0 on dropkick by Hills. The
team wert on after this start to win the state championship, Theodore Fieker
was captain. The basketball team played 17 games under Capt, Schaffer and won

2nd place in the 1lst College Basketball Tournament held in the Bloomington YMCA,
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The baseball team won five and lost four. The team lost to Bradley in 11
innings and to Millikin 5-4 in 17 irnings. Lester Ewins was captain, Sage
Kinnie led a well balanced track team to wiemiy victory in three dual meets and
won the inter-collegiate meet in Peoria. The I1l, Intercollegiate Athletic
Association was formed by nine colleges at a meeting in Pecria. This later
became well known as the "little Nineteen'" conference, which is still in opera-
tion. The football team of 1911 won 3 and lost 4. Captain was Ralph Yakel.

The basketball team of this school year won the state championship at the tourna-
ment held in the Bloomington YMCA. Fred H., Young was the captain, The baseball
team under Capt, L.B, Ewins broke even in number of games won and lost. Loy
McIntosh was the track captain.

The athletic captains for the 1912-1913 season were: football, Ralph
Herrerman; basketball, George Hinshaw; baseball, Warner Carlyle; track, Fred
Wollrab, The basketball team and the track team both finished 2nd in their res-
pective state meets,

The football captain for 1913-191) was George Butler; the basketball capt-
ain, J. Norman Elliott; baseball, W.C.Dunham; track, Harry Hegl. The basketball
team won the state tournament.

captains

The athletic# for the year 1914-1915 werek football, W.C.Dunham, basketball,
Harlan Hart; baseball, Ivan Elliott and track,Donald Barnhart.

The year 1915-1916 was a banner year for IWU, The football team under
Robert Johnson won 6 games and lost 3. Norman Elliott captained the 1916 basket-
ball team which won 15, lost 4 and took 4th place in the state tournament.

Capt, Earl Bentley's baseball team won the "little 19" championship. Howard
Steed was elected track captain, but he did not return so M.M.Elliott acted
in this capacity. Howard Rhea was captain of a successful tennis team. The
following served as captains of the athletic Feams for 1916-1917; football,

Paul Mgpapiand, basketball, Howard Millard; baseball, Id Pacey; track, Robert

Ward.
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The basketball team played 17 games under Capt. Schaeffer and won 2nd place

in the
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Interest in athletics waned considerably during the year 1917-1918 on
account of the war, but the following captains served in their respective
sports; football, Vernon Whitesall; basketball, Harlow Sutherland; baseball
and track, Robert Ward., During the year 1918-1919 IWU had to contest with
irregulabities caused by the SATC and ﬁhié also affected the athletic teams,
Lloyd Kenney was captain of the SATC team (football) which played three other
SATC teams, winning from Bradley and Eureka and losing to ﬁillikin. By the
time the basket ball season started, the SATC was a thing of the past and the
boys settled down. The bgsketball team under Capt. Bussell Strange won the
nlittle 19" championship;:t%;; baseball team under Herbert Linngit and the track
team under Keynon Hyle had some success in their modified schedules,

The last year of the decude saw average teams in all sports except
tennis. Our tennis team -Lawrence Rust and Marvin Adams won both singles and
doubles of the state meet., The football captain was Clarence Rowher, the
basketball team was again led by Russell Strange. William Kilber was the
baseball captain and acting captain Meaker led the track team to end the 1920
year,

1920-1930

The first year of the decade 1920-30 was just an ordinary year ath-
leticully speaking. FEarl Zook captained the football teum which won 4 and

lost 5, Capt. Swing Pennocks' basketball tesm won 9 and lost 6. The buse-
ball team under Jerome Yan Meter broke even on the seuson's play. Capt.

3
Meaker °

The only tenmis to attract attention was Prof, Hartsough who won the
faculty singles at the Stute meet. 1he second year of this decade, which is
called the bcom period of college sthletics, saw the change in the policy
and leadership of Wesleyan uthletlc programs. The new gymnasium was reuady

and the new coaches took over., By dimberly and Walter Ritchie werc the foot-
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ball coaches and Peters was the new physical director and baseball coach,
Under Capt. éi;;;E Van Meter the football team won 5, lost 3 and tied 2. Fa
Frank Fink's basket ball team won 15 , lost 7. Jerome Van Meter led the base-
ball team again which won 5 and lost 5. The track team under Capt. louis
William won 1 and lost 2 dual meets.

The year 1922-23 saw Capt. Delmar Gottschalk lead the football team to
6 victories and 3 defeats. The basketball team under Glen Hasssler won 15
and lost 4. The baseball captained by Leland Dunham and coached by , Peters
won 10 straights and the "little 19" championship. The 1933 track team won
2 dusl meets. Glen Haessler was the captain,

The year 1923-24 saw a change in the football coaches. Mr, E.E.Cart-
wright ef the Univ. of Indiana was brought in as athletic director and coach
of football and track. Mr. Peters remained as physical director and assistant
in football and coach of baseball. Capt. John Zinser's football team won 7
and lost 2., The basketball team won 16 and lost 4 under Capt. Tom Cliver.
Capt. k Imig and the baseball team had a very successful season, winning
7 and losing 4 games. The track team under Capt. Hugo Darling won 3 and
lost 1 dual meet., The 1924-25 captains were as follows: football, "Ike"
Belrose; basketball, Ross Anderson; baseball, Heuben Borsch, who was later a
Rhodes Scholar; track, Truman Childer., The tennis team under captain B
won 5 and lost 1 dual meet. This year marked the first appearance of Walter
Roettger as basketball coach.

The year 1925-26 started out in a very auspicious manner but owing to
an oversight Wesleyan had to forfeit 4 games so the season's net results were
2 won, 2 lost, 4 forfeited und 1 cancelled. Ralrh Arends was appointed foot-—

ball ceptain in place of Harold Wallace who did not return. Carl Morris was

assistant football coach. Ross Anderson again captained the basketball team
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and this was Cocah Roettger's first of many championship teams. Clarence
Axene was captain of the baseball team which won 4 and lost 7 gemes. Ralph
Arends was captain of the track team. The team won a dual meet from Normal
and the Guadrangler meet with Normal, Eureks and Lincoln., Fred Muhl coacked
the track team. Capt. New led the tennis team to 4 victories, 1 defeat and
1 tie. Hobert #illmen won 2nd in State golf meet. Coach Murray's Wesleyan
swimming team won the C.I.A.C. meet in the Wesleyan pool.

The 1926-27 year saw Clarence Axene as feootball captain. The team
won 5, lost 3 and tied 1., Cast. Eldon Volk's basketball team won the 2nd
championship for Coach Walter Roettger. Maurice Harling was captain of the

1927 baseball team which won 6 and lost 5 games., Capt. Ralph Arend's track

ﬁ&?ﬁﬁ§

team coached by Don lost 2 dual meets and finished 3rd in a guadrangular
meet with Bradley, Eureka and Lincoln. The tennis team under Capt. Werner
won 6, lost 1 and tied 1 dual meet.

" The year 1927-28 brought Ned Whitesell and Norman Elliott to Wesleyan
as football coaches., Me# Arthur Hill took Mr. Peter's place as physical dir-
ector. The football tesm captained by Henry lloyd won 6 games, lost 2 and
tied 1. Coach Hoettger's basketball team won its third consecutive champion-
ship, under Capt. Hugo Lindquist. Clarence Axene, captain-elect of the base-
ball team, did not return so the team elected Hugo Linquist. The team won its
share of games. The track team under Capt, Dean Carter won 2 dual meets,
lost 1 and got 1 point at the State meet. Don Karns was the twack coach.

Joe Baker was tennis captain. The season was not very successful. Kenneth

McKay won the state golf title. The swimming team coached by student Bob

Murrsy and captained by Jack Probasco won the conference swimming meet.
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