
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

Compositions Outstanding Student Works 

2005 

What a Beast Art Thou! What a Beast Art Thou! 

Eric Malmquist 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/music_compositions 

 Part of the Composition Commons 

Recommended Citation 
Malmquist, Eric, "What a Beast Art Thou!" (2005). Compositions. 17. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/music_compositions/17 

This Article is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/music_compositions
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/music_outstanding_works
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/music_compositions?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fmusic_compositions%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/519?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fmusic_compositions%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/music_compositions/17?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fmusic_compositions%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


What a Beast Art Thou!
Three Shakespeare Songs

For Bass Voice al1d Piano

Eric Malmquist



Program Notes:
"What a Beast Art Thou! - Three Shakespeare Songs," for

bass voice and pia~o, explores the depths of the darker side of
human nature. Using texts from Titus Andronicus Act 5, Timon of
Athens Act 4, and Titus Andronicus Act 5 respectively, the three
songs intend to express emotions of hate and anger, while
conveyin~ the drama unfolding during each particular scene.
"What a -eeast Art Thou!" was conlmissioned by William Roberts
III and premiered by him in December 2005. Duration:
approximately 10 minutes.
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10 A beastly ambition...

44

B

Pno.

I -..-.,
·

what a beast art thou al - read- y, that seest not thy loss In

44
I ~,." ~,." L'tt: "-'tt:· , , , ,· . ,

mp

,
· ,

~' ~~ . Lo • 0;'

~,
-

~:Z ' ~ ,

=========== ff
~48 'f:' ~' ft..- ..-·
trans .- fonn .- ation!

~ ..' ~J: ~~~I
:>

48 ~~ ~IF-. ~.

· .· . .

ff

·, ...' ~' [.;; [,i-t .,.' ~,\

B

Pno.

>



III. Even now I curse the day...
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12 Even now I curse the day...

20 - ~ ~··
l......I I

kill a man or else de - vise his death, Rav - ish__ a maid__ or

20/1 Ii. Ii. i. ~
~..

t.J
:::::=- p pp

20 8ft
r"1 i\ r"1 ~··

• • ". .

B

Pno.

.
tr

23 f

8ft8 00- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -,

12: i .J "1 !~ "1 ! ,
I~ ; ! ~

plot the way to do it, Ac - cuse some in - no-cent and for

23 ~: ~~ : 101_- ;.I ·- - ··
e.

8ft sfz
I

pp mp sfz23
I '1 '1·· ·

rr • .. . rrtti~ :'-j . ..

B

Pno.

-~-------------------

25 r-;- 3-.. l. ~- ~ ~-l -- - •··
3 ..

sw.ear my-self, Set dead - ly en - mit - y be - tween two friends, Make

25 -------..----.:' -III- 800
---------,

/I 6- J,jr:2- ______.n._ -- 1J,j-

~ .. 'I

25

··
;,----------,~ -----~--

___ i
~~ ~ -11

B

Pno.



Even now I curse the day__ . 13
3

~-------------------- ---------------

~ q~ ~
---.

18
~,. ~,a ~,.. ,a. ,.. ~,.. b. ... ~,.. ~ ~··
poor men's cat - tie break their necks, Set fire on barns and hay-stacks
B'X' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -'- - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ,

18 #----------- -----~ -~ ----- ~ fI' :----...~-- '--.
, '-'1- -----18

··
,-,1: 0---- ----~ ~: ~ ----

_______:0:_ ---1; U

B

Poo.

rit
'f!:. ',a • 1.1 __

t:\·· - I
In the night And bid the own - ers quench them with their tears.
8°°----------~,

30 -rT ~----~ t:\'I'"""" .-

'-',
30

1T1Ip
1':\··

,-,i ~~~;
"Z:

B

Poo.

a tempo

~33 II!: ~ ~~ . ~~ ~ I~ ~ ~~ . ~~ ,~ I~ !: ~R. . ~~ ~
.. '

'I r- f!. t'~

• d. J.
~d:33 t: b~: J. ~~.tf; ..... /~.·· . . . . .

Poo.

40 a tempo

B

Pno.

r--o. I ~·· -- ~ I
poco rit. Oft have I digged up " dead men-___ from their graves__8m - - - - - - - - - -,

40
... ~iIR. !: ~~I ..~ R. ~iIR. !: biIR.

~ biIR. ~ ... !:'I ,. 1- ~

, I

40 .
· .

'" .



14 Even now I curse the day...
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16 Even now I curse the day...
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