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'TIL DEATH DO US PART

Lyric Opera in Two Acts
(1995)

Music and Lyrics by
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Story by
D. Christopher Wolff & David Virkus

Characters
STEVEN ...ouieiriiiiiiiiievieiicieee e eeeeneasneanes Tenor
ERIN cisussssismsnsssscmmmmnosrmerressrsemanserespnmnnssnss Soprano
JEITEIN cccnmammmmpnsnss supamupmnnsbaiis i shia s ahnmonmmss sy Bass
KATHERINE, Steven's mother............... Contralto
MICHAEL, Steven's friend.......ccccooevuerneennnnn. Tenor
GARY, Erin's father......ccoccoovvvveiinniennnnennn. Baritone
LINDA, Erin's mother.................. Mezzo-Soprano
Ashley
Maggie
Sheila
Ed
Carl
Derek (Priest)
Nurse
Bus Driver

Dance Chaperone
Reunion Chorus/High School Students



CONTENTS

ACTI

page
Scene 1, A high school reunion /A country school.........c.ccoviiinniiiinnicn 1
Scene 2, An unkempt CEMELRLY ......coevviruveriiemerieineceniniesnissssesssssnnees 20
Scene 3, A farmhouse in the COUNEY ..wamimisisimaiss s 32
Scene 4, Hallway in the new, city school........ccooeieiiininnnicniicncns 62
Scene 5, The "Back-to-School" dance.......ccccccoevieviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinninieieiiinn 75
Séene 6, In. the school parking 1ot ....cureosvmrvenrmsiresmresssnssssnssssss 82
Scene: 7, Door Of EFIN'S DOUBE esvwsmsasssnsivaammieisanisissibvs vosvkissatssapossss 94
Scene 8, Katherine and Steven's kitchen........ccccooeiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnn, 99
Scene 9, Erin's NOUSE 1uu.iveeeierreniiinviecrosamieieeiseaiaenssnsysrrasyesosarsossoasssase 100
Scene 10, Katherine and Steven's kitchen............cccccccorinniniiiiiiiniin. 119
Scene 11, The waiting room of an abortion clinic........cccccconivniiinniinee 125
Scene 12, Erin's house/John's roOm.........c.ceuvverimimiiiinirineiniiii i, 130
Scene 13, Introspective 1anistapli...cummmmmomiusmmsismmanisims 139

ACTII
Scene 1, Introspective LandSCape....ivsecssssenmssimsisnmenenassisssicstss 145
Sicene 2, TORIN'S HOUSE vurrovssssvosnsammanavass s m s nivmenissrsskiss sismssssosss oxass o3 149
Scene 5, The Bud BtOPi...ccummmmmcsesmsmossssrmsrinsmmesmesssmsesssissorsss 152
Seeng 4, Brin's TOUSR....omevecmmmmmermsissii e iy sy i s aeas b aensis 154
Scene §, Steveny's HOMSE,  wusissnivrssesminsisiesssi o sinssvan st abnsebssass srsins 164
Seefe 6; ERD'S HOMEE wuim it i icsenversmssissssiassasiosssmss iiesosismseassnassosnsns 165
Scetie 7; The GIaveYaArd.. crsussorroormomrermesiasaivsinannier iadissn St S 195
SCeHe 8, THMBerivumosormommmsssamsmreamurer o s i d e Fs SR TR SR S s 218
Scene 9, The REUNION . oswssssvismssamismaasiiio osssaivissssisnivevsssssssonsoss 220
Instrumentation

Flute *Percussion includes:
Oboe/English Horn Snare Drum
Clarinet in Bb/A Bass Drum
Alto Saxophone Floor Tom
Bassoon Slap Stick
Horn in F Triangle
Trumpet in Bb Marimba
Trombone Vibraphone
*Percussion (2) Tam-Tam (w/ Bass Bow)
Piano Tambourine
Violin (8) Chimes
Viola (4) Glockenspiel

Violoncello (2)
Contrabass



.that I can finally step out of the shadow of the Past.
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Scene 1
NOW

A darkened room, decorated for a high school reunion.
(A few individuals have already arrived, Some are visiting, others are adjusting decorations, etc...
They are frozen and gradually begin to move. Once in full movement...

Ignoring the other guests, STEVEN crosses stage to old, upright piano. He sits,
and while playing around, discovers an old, familiar melody.)
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(MICHAEL and ASHLEY arrive ai
the reusion and they meak up on STEVEN.)
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(MAN 1,2, and 3 enter, all are slightly drunk)
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(over commation)
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(MA?V 1 & 3 laugh)
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STEVEN

So you two actually got married!

ASHLEY
We'd have never guessedit back then. Whatabout you, Steve?

STEVEN
No, ever since that thing with Exin, I've...

MAGGIE
Have you seen " The Love Machine"??

MICHAEL
Hi Maggie.No, sorry, we haven'tseen him.
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Man 3.
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First four should be approx.
octave and a half, let fifth
continue until downbeat,

# Gliss. on white keys.
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(STEVEN says good- byes to school mates is GROUFP 2)
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Scene 2

An unkempt cemetery on the edge of a the small town.
(KATHERINE is kneeling at a small grave with flowers.
She has been weeping.)
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(TWO ELDERLY LADIES are in cemetery. They begin to whisger
and subtlely indicate they are talking about KATHERINE)
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Scene 3

A farmhouse in the country.
(The house is run down as though it has been neglected for a while.
There are no lights, save one gas light in the yard. The house is lit by candles as dusk arrives.)

ACT I, SCENE 3

Transposed Score Music and Lyrics by
D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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(STEVEN slowly notices the stars appearing

after the yard light goes out.)
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(STEVEN goes in and starts to pack as his room
slowly changes around him so that he is unpacking.)
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Underscore - Act I, Scene 3 to 4

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF

Piano Solo
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Scene 4

Hallway in the new school.
(The first day of school is starting and students are welcoming each other back.
STEVEN looks lost in the new surroundings.)

JZSO

FIRST DAY BACK

Lyrics and Music by
D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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Scene 5

The Back-to-School Dance
(A heavy metal tune is playing.

JOHN is dealing drugs visibly in the background early in the scene.

After a minute or two, he talks with ED and exits the dance.
ERIN is standing by a coat rack, looking abandoned. STEVEN
and MICHAEL

arrive at the dance and get situated.

A pop 40 song, "I'd Die Without You", is played next. ASHLEY hears it and begins to look for
MICHAEL, who also hears it and panics. He hides himself and is noticed by STEVEN.)

(Talking over babble and music; need not coincide with lyrics.)
STEVEN What are you doing?

MICHAEL Hiding from Ashley.

STEVEN Who?

MICHAEL Over there, Ashley.

STEVEN (pause) Why?

MICHAEL She's a bit obsessed. Kind of. With me.
STEVEN Oh. (pause) Which one is she again?
MICHAEL Over there. In the T-shirt and jeans.

STEVEN (with a "that-really-helps" look) By the coat rack?

MICHAEL Hmm? Um-no. That's Erin... "something- or-other
Stay away from her, she is bad news.

STEVEN Why?

MICHAEL She just is. (notices ASHLEY)
Oops. gotta go...! (sneaking away)

STEVEN (to himself) She looks kinda lonely.
(He makes his way over and asks her to dance.)

(By the ¢nd of the dance, we should see MICHAEL and ASHLE
dancing together in the background. MICHAEL looks like a
deer caught in the headlights.)
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(STEVEN and ERIN are about to kiss again when
JOHN breaks in, grabs ERIN's arm, and drags her outside.
STEVEN, ED, and MICHAEL, who observed earlier events, follow them out.

Scene

6

In the school parking lot
(JOHN is drinking and smoking where appropriate and possible.)
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(to STEVEN snide)

Pno:
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STEVEN :(offering hand) Hi.... My name's Steve. I thought maybe...

JOHN: (cutting him off and slpping his hand away with bottle)
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a tempo
John: g 3 —3— STEVEI'\I: (JOHN attacks STEVEN)
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unsure if he should leave
her alone with JOHN.)

(STEVEN looks at ERIN,
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(JOHN drags ERIN offstage)
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(ERIN is heard weeping in the silence)
(LIGHTS UP SLOWLY)
(MICHAEL and STEVEN are leaving and each going home.)

MICHAEL
...enjoy the week-end!
(exit MICHAEL)

STEVEN

(singing quietly to himself)

My world and my dreams

Are all a part of you.

I swear sometimes it seems

I'd die without...

(notices ERIN weeping in solitude)
You OK?

ERIN (trying to comfort her, she pulls away, revolted at being touched.)
What time is it?

STEVEN
About quarter after eleven.

ERIN
Oh, shit. 1have to get home.

STEVEN
Do you have a car?

ERIN
No. My ride just left.

STEVEN
Can I walk you home?
(she nods uneasily and they exit. Fade to...)

Scene 7

Door of ERIN's house

STEVEN

I hope your parents aren't too upset...

(ERIN give no response)

I had a really nice time earlier, but I don't want
to mess things up between you and him.

(She breaks down and cries. STEVEN holds her tentatively)
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(she starts to (throws her (to STEVEN) (STEVEN is stunned
answer, whimpering) ——a—— inside) What are you waiting for? and says nothing.)
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(slams door in
STEVEN's face)
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Scene 8
KATHERINE and STEVEN's kitchen STEVEN

(STEVEN walks groggily into the kitchen the Yeah. (pause) Yeah, I'll give you a cali tonight.
next morning and is greeted by his mother.)

KATHERINE (a little taken aback)
KATHERINE (handing him breakfast) Tonight.

Good morning, sleepy-head.
STEVEN

(kindly, a bit concerned)
You got in kinda late last night. Well, I hope so. I haven't asked her yet.

(KATHERINE chuckles quietly as scenes inter-fades to...
STEVEN is on the phone. We fade in on his conversation.)
STEVEN

STEVEN
Sorry. | know, Ishould have called.

I had to walk someone home. ...sorry if I got you in trouble.
(pause)
KATHERINE Yeah.
Was this someone a young lady? (pause)
Umm..., What, uh-... What are you doing tonight?
STEVEN (pause)
Yes, mom. Would you like to do something? If you can, I...
(pause)

KATHERINE (rrying to be uninterested)
Oh.

STEVEN
She's really nice. (pause) And friendly. (pause) And cute.

KATHERINE (still trying to be occupied)
Mmm. Well, try to call next time you walk 'someone' home, all right?

Great! (pause) 1 don't know, what do you want to do?
(LIGHTS GO DOWN for longer time to show
Time has passed.)



Scene 9

ERIN's house

(STEVEN arrives to visit her.)
STEVEN

Hi. (She is preoccupied.)

Are your parents home?

(She shakes her head. Pause.)
Can 1 come in?

ERIN (snapping out of daze)
Sure. Sorry...

STEVEN
I've got something for you.

ERIN (trying to be cheery)
What?

STEVEN

Since today is our six week anniversary-
I wrote you a song.

(ERIN is startled. She says nothing.)
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..FOREVER AND A DAY

Music and Lyrics by
D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
(STEVEN is completely sincere, but not musical.
Played/sung like a hack.)
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ERIN
Stop. Please, stop. (He is hurt.)
I've got something I have to tell you.

(She tries several times lo get something out.
STEVEN realizes it's important and tries 1o reassure her.)

STEVEN
Hey, it's OK. You can tell me.

ERIN (after a long pause)
I'm pregnant,

Transposed Score
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CONFESSION

Music and Lyrics by
D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF

(STEVEN turns as if to go,
then sinks into a chair.)
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[ransposed Score

SO HELP ME, GOD

ERIN:] think I heard

my parent's car door.

You're not supposed to be here.

Use the back door!

simile

Music and Lyrics by
D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF

(STEVEN exits through back door
as GARY enters through the front,
carrying packages.)
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(He turns his back on ERIN)

(striking again)

(slapping ERIN)
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(standing and moving toward ERIN)
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Scene

Katherine and Steven's Kitchen

CANARD

(Fade in on conversation between MICHAEL and STEVEN)

Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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Sceme 11
The waiting room of an abortion clinic

(ERIN and LINDA are witing with three other women.)

SACRIFICE

Transposed Score Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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covered by 3 Altos or 6 men (2/part) singing falsetto. piece until final notes have died away.

If possible, the men are preferrable. © 1992, 1994, 1995 by D. Christopher Wolff
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SAYING GOOD-BYE

Music and lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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(ERIN cringes, unnoticed by STEVEN)
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(STEVEN leaves for the bus.)
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Scene

13

Introspective Landscape

KATHERINE (1o ERIN, on telephone)
I'm afraid he isn't here.

ERIN (to KATHERINE)
1 know. When will he be back?

KATHERINE (confused)
He should be in later tonight.

ERIN

No, [ mean when does he get back from the farm?

KATHERINE
From where?!

(a beat)

(ERIN hangs up the phone.)

(Freeze. Lights change.)

139

Transposed Score NEVER LOOK BACK Music s Lyrica by
D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
(walking across stage,
Andants looking for MICHAEL) o
G 1A L) } 3 } J - .
ey | oe—— = = G = s e
== -
Mich- azl... Mich-ael?
A ; 1
Erin @ = - J; T { 5’ o) m— 3 e - o)
Digstt | v (speaking on
phone) -
Katherine ﬁ —= = E— = = 3
<« L= 3
(sitting on bench, LH‘:m Hello, potice?
waiting for bus)
H L = I - o)
Steven %ﬂ %i = "]%i'ﬁig— e 7 = =+ = — 5
v 7 - o — i g: |
Nev - er look back— | () (in awe,
] ~ L _
1o LINDA) bﬁ b
& - —r —w ) uJDF Y———¥— ya = =]
cay |FEF 3 iz X 4
A child's— child.
(10 yearbook) ||, o
o |E— E = ===t
ohn J— 2 ";. — |
sempre molto legato & ba- by
g o Cheho P P S S e vy e, e
— He—f 19— PP 1
o : P — i
; i =
Harmon Mute liol —
R ~ (stem 1/4 in) Sempre molto legato ’ /"R’_?_' g | e
— = 1 fs—s—1= 2 4 — T
(= | E==Su=Se22 2 it et
mp
723\ P ot
b A t — e ﬁ'#— ot =3
f t T 4 1 T
B | | |
A P mp
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ACT 11



Scene 1

Introspective landscape

(ERIN, STEVEN, andPJOHN are in
separate spotlights, facing the audience.
They are unaware of each other.)

I PRAY FOR YOU

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF

JZGS

Freely* ¢=68
" -
mf (calmly) 38— (beseeching) S (wearied)
. B ! ray -
Erin i — PR % W) 7
bl 5 1] I i 11 1 T
¥ I__—Ij K
1 pray for you. 1 pray that you may never know love like mine. For the
mf (patient) —3— (beseeching) (wearied)
L] T I o] R P )
Steven = = = P S——
78 7 53 e I | | ] [ E_.l_ﬂ
¥ I——IJW
I pray  for you I pray thai you may never know love like mine. For the
mf (evenly) —3 (beseeching) (wearied)
o - - e —
John 7 -_ ® —p=g—— AW & F—
1= 2 | [ 1] I
Y ¥
I pray for you. I pray that you may never know love like mine. For the
Erin y
3 a 5 e et R (abandoned) 3 :
; R — = ¥ 2 e — —
Erin T — @ p oK/ — R @ - > N A A T/ A 4 PERR 1 |
1= 195 | G s Lx_2 X L 1 1 5 = o | { 7 s By o2 ]
B I I == ——
love I  have— is not of joy or life, on-ly of sad-ness and- death, Pain that devours the heart.
’_3_| } e
kz; T - 1P > =R =4 ) W 4 > T —
Steven Hpp—e—p<0-9 s oo~ @@ Y= —e—ep 9392 1) |
e = = e ) I
¥ V1 Vo ke  —|
love I  have— is not of joy or life, but on-ly of sad- ness
———
g e f = fomc —=3=—
[=WL> ] - 1 | 1.53 - = = ]
o e —S— S~ S - W S— . SR ——. SS— S S B S SO, 8 So— I
= W) | 5 | Lk __° - | 1 | S = 1 ! ) I ) LT At
R — == = e e o = 7
love I  have— is not of joy or life, on-ly of sad-ness and- death,
Steven . Trio J =68
B - § — 1
8 (brooding) S (angry I (calmer) mf (resigned)
it — e &
T = 1 = i ® = 1 e
(= T— 131 ] %17 = 5 I T 1 =
Y 4 4 | 4  S—| ¥
Dark, black demons reflected in the water, I hate, and yet - I must not hate.
accel. poco a poco
2 ——ae o i S (accusingly)
n a2 ' = oy = 3
T e P e e P PR T £
v T = 0 = v
I search for a love which you be - trayed.You lied. _—
S (angry diselicf)
Ry == | —— 3=
=] T3y T 3 N =T S 5]
Steven | —F—e—o——192 3 T e
& (Y [) 1 R 1 58 1 i 6 1 CY 1 1 1] L 1 = ] L) B D )
I search for a2 love which you be - trayed. . You fucked.
(accusingly)
3= —a— 3 — 83— r3-
e o e e~ = P a— == y——1 > m— 3
John T —® —e—e P B A Vo T * o — . i - 0
1] 8 | 1 1 1 1 ) e o, R | 1 BT 58 W | i § 5 s
4 ™ et —_— — R S
I search for a love  which you be - trayed.You lied, You cheated. You fucked.

% The text is to be spokenwith the indicated rhythms, freely but not to the point of inaccuracy.
Where normalnoteheads occur, the performers are encouraged to interpretdramaticinflection.

Text shouldnot be spoken on any pitch or in a monotone fashion. Where 'X'-noteheads are present,
the composer has a more specific interpretation in mind. The center line indicates the middle of

the performer'sspokenvoice. The 'X'-noteheadsshow contour, but shouldnot be interpreted as
intervallically based. They show upper and lower range of spoken, not sung, text.

© 1995 by D. Christopher Wolff



slower
A Tempo
17 P (tenderly)
w 0 2 =2 = 5 = =
Edx R T il m- £ % o) /4
e (¥ = 1 I 1 | B ) | ) | |
] T |
I still  love  you.
P (exasperated)
" Y 2 = = =
levcu I’} 2. b - 2. - i3 V.
B8 s = - = e = =y = |
L | = |
| still love  you
P (amazed) 7 (declamatory) P Ja—
=3 = =3 2 > — — 12
fobn. R Hr—p——r * % e —r—r—re &
. = P ——
1 still love  you. E - ven though you have de - stroyed—— me.
. radually decresc. and get more breathy to - - - -
(slowly moving toward JOHN) g l 65 s N
21 M (dreamily) 4 (despairingly)
Eri T 2 el } 3 = } D) 7 ILrL\ 11
o % ) e —pp— R i AW |
=B ) Y =] T T I | - i ]
=]  — — R
some- times wish ing fordeath. Bleeding from wounds, old and fresh
M (exhausted) ™ 3— (wounded)
e —— 3 —————— =3 = Fa %
teven | B /B | A I O S I A 55 < A S A S . (/) W | |
=1 1 1 | ¥ |19 = 3 1 o J
— ————— g
E-ven as I stand at the thresh-old of des- pair, Bleeding from wounds, old and fresh
(maddened)
[ D] 1M ) I |- ]
John s L (> ] - (D ) — L 1 1
0% i = L :
Bleeding from wounds, old and fresh
--------------------------------------------- whispered
25 8 ; . J_
* 0 (sincerely) @ = 68 —3—
= L)
n) ‘Ll o - o o — & 2)
1 /R | 4 o O o &
L2 L: | T T ) L 3
I [ [ |44
Dying unto.,, myself. I still  love you,
(sincerely) whispered —3—
n |- /1 |EL> ]
Steven ————p . g=——T1Y
L=} = - [ | | 5 9 =K
I [ | |44
Dying unto.., myself. I still love you. o !
(sincerely) whispered — 33— o mf (brusquely)
M | L ]
John  HH e —p e
1| = | T 9 I N 9 -
| | [ | 4
Dying unto.., myself, d I still love you. 1
sy  normal mf
(pleading) ﬁ =
<] T3 | = o -4 s -
11 e) ¥ & 1 L A X~ a1 ¥ . i | | —A Y g N | | A\ I 13 e/ ¢
L& [ A A B Y [T, V) ) AL 0 S 0 Y, 7 € e L g— ]
let 1§ L L7 11T RNV 1_“g 1 N9 I i L |
V_V_?_V_l_lu_w %
1 prayfor me. That I could for - get you,
norma(l i )Mf
eadin,
P~ 4 . ‘ﬁ %3 i, | = T k R Rr >k'_k_ljz
Q T ey ¥ o 1 | Y, S0 ol | e} ) I | ] e - | - i 2 1] i3 1 11 17 | ef
teven | - [ ™ = [ ALY () AL |, 7 C— 1 4 7 . N o
- ] Iz AT 3 i L8 -
1 prayfor me. That 1 couldwalk a -
3=
g Iy = : s ——F = ==
John % A Y = iaY i, 7o v AT AT G T 7 1 Cm—, 7 s}
=S | 1 I 11 I L & ) 7 I | | L. I 1 WYY > |
= | ¥ ﬁ
wish I did not. 1 pray  that you will go a -  way

* While breathy, the word "myself" should still have more support than the following staged whisper.
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32 (bewildered) ﬁ —3= (yielding)
N N o . /1 i | 83 | I ¢ N 1 %)
. P - P P 4 L] Py
e =t ¥ s 5 0 s p o L 7 3
=AY a | A A 4 L a4 A <| \A-\A I IE__L_L}_E i,l -3 S
You do  not speak with the voice I knew. And the worst of this
= (bewildered) —3= (yielding)
(=M N | /) L83 _\ | 4 ] 1 &)
1137 L] =f F & | <5 P — | - 2 - 2 | Y 4. B . ¥ 4 CYI ey
e e PR e B e e —F AT 1%
v e e —— R S— — | = = 7
way. You do pnot speak with the voice I knew. And the worst of this
(bewildered) —3— (yielding)
%Y
= —> ¥ B < —F—F—+ v 3 = ———Fr———— -
18 Py Y 1”4 J /- | 1 al 1 | E 1 | /Y L | o = | B @) | ™ & L |
= hY < T £ ) 1 2% . ) i 1 IVI = i
You do not speak with the voice I knew. And the worst of this
a6 f (crying out) /
D) T3 % S T
| T . | _—) ] - a L5 ™1 F A Xl Al |
L o - agd = i i A Y 4 B I ] | 1 P | 1
S = 1 1 9P [ 7 18 LLI b 1 X 1 bl 1 !I(‘
I T A = R
1 am mute. I bleed from wounds that do not heal,
I (frustrated) | 3 |
[3] 3 T I 1=
e —F— I = &
=TT I T T ) ) 18 1 1 1
| | V ¥
I am mute, I can- not  ex- press, -
£ (drme)
= L)) ) ) s Ik\ I | i = T 1=
:u_f_'—'_m,_g w7 T2 —F 7 = i T | wr i Y
T /-3 i Xt b b i 1 <)
ol 1 L aY) |} S ) | 1 3
| | V
1 am mute. I fail to re - lieve.
= 4=
80 mp (evenly) A L mp
&
o a——— = = 2—F T — o i =  —
LI 0 _ I ef = = L BN | /Y 1 1 i . A il & |
= (YT L ] sl 7 /o I =% > 4l N 1 a7’
g x‘
Mute to  you who can - mot hear Truth.
3
mp (evenly) L L 7 mp
B8 = 1 3% [r— kN T _IN = S— |
"H_&_'ﬁq_'—ﬂ &7 1% 7 1 —r &7 F d i Y] LY s ]
L . ¥ | - A 1 1 L Y ) W, L L o] | 1
B (Y | L ) 1/ | s | | L b 1 1 v O 1}
g y X x‘
Mute to you who wil not, hear Truth.
mp (evenly) S S/ v mp
m_C 1.8} 1 N b ]
1Tl st o Y - - ay 5 | - 1 e i y A 1 108, ) al al ™ 1}
L&) of | =l 1. | | /) 1 1 L - Lsd . L 2 [ 1
b (Y T L - 2= = A 1 3 1 L a7 —
g xl x’
Mute to  you who wil not, hear Truth.
Trio Steven Trio J =68
" " = ]
3 (calmly) (resigned) (urgently) mf (haltingly)
A T =3
HEFS Y || - 5 | B
Y ! .
Playing the fool, I will be there. But I pray that you may pever know love like mine. 1 am
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slower
breathy
whisper A Tempo ,
45 P wmf F P b i mp (innocently) _ ., _
\ ITLS F — [ } 2 a7 Il } = - % - - o = LY |
toe Hie e e e e e e
v =y 4 7 S =
cold I hate. fright- ened, strong con- fused. 1 pray for you.——
breathy
P (p) _mf whisper f (_f) mp  (gently) —a—
i) e — o < = ' H
teven rg—p—P i i —®  o— Y B /— ] > e a—r—p—p—p=p— 11
== B I i =& ) 1 T | 1 =) 3 B [ ) n |
v == 7 71 A ——
Fright- ened. strong, I am mute. cold, con- fused. 1 pray for you,
3 = f =12 < = e — s — 1 |
John To—® i f R F i = ®—@® T e = S A A —
= {3 ] { i =8 ) 17 T S YT =i T r 18 |
4 = ! 4 4
Strong, cold, fright - ened, con- fused. 1 pray for you
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Scene

John's house

(ERIN has arrived and

knocked on the door.)
Trombone
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* Stems do not indicate rearticulation,
only contour and duration of gliss.
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Scene

The Bus Stop
(STEVEN is sitting on a bench,

3

deciding whether or not to go
to the country or stay in town.
His bag from LL12&13 is beside him.)

Transposed Score
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THE PAST IS FOREVER

Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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Scene 4

Enn's House

(GARY and LINDA are dressed in formal
clothes and on their way out the door.)

ACT II, SCENE 4

Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
Moderato
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Music by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF

Lyrics by

PHILIP N. BELLINI
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(ERIN slowly rises from the couch.)
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(she moves toward her purse, ends up in fetal position on the floor, hugging bear.)
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note, but precise tuning is neither neccesary nor desirable.

+ 1st trill key

* Freely
6 0 ‘] | — : ,
J‘" I3 = T 1 1 b: “ﬂ ? r— Jf z ‘{
| & B3 )
%B' b= W e e v @
I can - not go on liv - ing this way My soul seems to  just dwin - dle a - way.
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contour
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5y ~— @ CEE—
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* Vocalist is free of rhythmic and dynamic restrictions. Notes should be 3
followed for line contour only and are not meant to represent exact pitches. P
Note: A standard interpretation should be used to aid the instrumentalists, .
but this should not hinder the dramatic interpretaion. (E“ =
s o
** Finger a C#. Simultaneously sing and whistle into flute, o
splitting the air column. Where indicated, stop singing. o)
Whistle then drops in pitch and dynamic until it is inaudible. .
Note: Whistle should be approx. one octave above the sung Finger C
+ fork key
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(crawling toward her purse to get baggie with drugs)

As before
In Sprechstimme style (out of breath)
relative rhythm i Bid
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* Double reeds should attack note clearly
and slowly bend pitch down.
Please do not chromatic gliss.

** Three note clusters.
Use three lowest strings.
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(trying to get the pills out and attempting to take them)

- 1

(she spills pills over floor)
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* As high and as quiet as is practicle. Woodwinds may use as many altered fingerings

as desired to alter and play with tone color, but please do not alter pitch.



(trying to pick up pills, realizing how pathetic she looks)
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Erin
A[ only made one mistake. The nightmare goes on, I can't awake. My child is gone, at least it won't see this horrible existence, i that is me.
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Scene 5§
Steven's house

(STEVEN arrives home to find his mother
rummaging through his things.)

ACT II, SCENE 5

(Through the course of this scene,
we see ERIN, in her house, taking
all her pills and drinking heavily.)

Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
.
Hu 8, f
ne A A— . = H—— =
Ratherme o w P ——+ = B E— ]
g A —
Where have you been? Where?
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What are you do ing? I've been out. Why are you go- ing through my
a (relieved but still angry)
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Scene
Erin's house

SHATTERED DREAMS

Lyries by

PHILIP N. BELLINI

Music by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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(looking at pictures by the couch, eventually taking one off)
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(dropping picture,
which breaks)
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(CARL arrives home. He thinks he hears something

nd moves toward the couch o investigate.)
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(CARL thinks she fell asleep watching TV.

He leaves her alone.)

i81

T L 14 L T 154 bl
?;,N 6.2 7 o1 o
, Wil Wm
i il B! s ] 1 M t
L iy i D I A g 18l 183
ul o #.r.._ .rll_
ohum i - [ .Tr_ {108
N D ; [ 188 f[l_
T i p
p (| I8
nuq ﬂ; 1 1 ..+1 “IJ_
1.4. H- — A A rJ_ .ix_
3 ] 18 pil ]
- 4
Ransy pmJ | I A i f A _r-u i1
e il
b || b ||
S~ o T S L .rwl_ §il
L L
! R ¥ ] ﬁ ] ] ﬁ 4 |
THh &
= | |3t
@ Ll
3 L
A (el
i | i | ) A& ﬂ ] 1
@ M|eH-
§
SRR
uau ! LT
ol » T
rfluy b _--.o %
—.-.!
1 ﬂﬂ'”{ 4 1..“> n Ll ﬁ o
| 3 ] N i
I L Il
aH ] _{d 1 i
N 9 ] T
il w { w A i N 1_
1 p b _ZJ |
ﬂ.rr _},. e V
e _}d>
i 118 1Te n T ' 1 . i
al my |l
i T I I ]
TT% i
e e MY ® Ik . I
1.n.v.b ‘\ w lkw N |Lv.. |
Al - -l i A A 1 1
< ud o S a T P ﬁ mn <N va 9 o)
— e .
o~
£ = g 1 M
i = = 5] & = s 3

88



182

(As CARL exits, STEVEN makes his way

toward ERIN's house, He arrives at

the final measure, but does not knock.)
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attacca *

(ALL FREEZE as "A" natural is held

over with the pedal into the next piece.

It gradually fades as normal pedaling for
"WHAT I'VE DONE" takes over.)

(Screen with static buzzes in the darkness as the lights fade...)



(Single spot on ERIN's spirit
as it rises off the couch and

looks down at her body.)

WHAT I'VE DONE

Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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to the couch in the form of ERIN's lifeless body.)

(ALL UNFREEZE as ERIN's spirit sinks back down

STEVEN Is your sister home?

CARL

(STEVEN knocks on the door.)

It's awfully late to just - drop by, don't ya think?

STEVEN

Is she here? I need to apologize for something.

CARL

Yeah, she's in the other room, watching TV.



(STEVEN slowly goes into the next room.
He approaches the couch slowly
as he is unsure what to say.)
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Music and Lyrics by

D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF

J:l32

Steven:

At

Ll 1§ .y

A\S Y 1

A

do ing  here?! Have - n't you done

you

AT S

Ll 1 §

mp
.

Harmon (Stem in)

—'

Lotk 1 §
kil

mp

4402 L
[ LA 1T

13

ﬁ

LA § S 1 Y

T

Steven

Trombone

Viola

_qgiv 1o
' H1% )
=

Cello

mp

P cresc. poco a poc

Steve

J i (i ] -
11 m. .4.
At D T i 0 7.,um
S | 3 <
N § g £
o = M
elll =5 8 B e S e S
e 2 % 2 £
aH L 8 T 5 mx e & T &
nnvrm I
wm;u; L y e 171 11
=HII
ST 2y TN g Il M
LT T ] | e
g Pam L]
T E M i
I TN | il
N T
1| 8 1L ~ N 1]
haza -SRI I 3
i e AL i S
i ] e
L W i i 7™
2 | oy
. L]
M \ L e 1L
= ==
s o == e e -3 ===% =
= FEN- 3 E R Sis= pie=asy el
= = == et == ==
= e S = TS === ==
E =3 =< E - 3 E == Jﬂﬂv E. =g
§ s ofs A i ile
m\ &,/ < P& Iq o o
G = = o g
m T & = s

© 1992,1995 by D. Christopher Wolff



200

S

your.

lost

you

Have

time.

this

at

"

"

‘more vehement

i
]
"4
¥

"

ey
& wHT W

Lidh 14 -3

Shut

senza sord.

1 ||

mp

mf

5 e e e e s i e
. mf

Steve

John

Thn

|‘
i)
x‘
®
1‘
)
&
% k
ALY e e ([N
I TR
Bis o e
& 1|
B § IS
Al “
o
Inl a
®
iy
| = = =
=3
B E
g B
T !
s &



and

up

Shut

==
f/sub. P

~fJsub. P
ﬁsub. P

e

bt
mal

n't

S (screaming)

does

T A

TRIA

That

201

mind!?

B

unis,

|
v
=

up!

i)
Mk
bR

N oS

=6

LA (]

k|
1

c QT &
bl

LAl | B}
1

Lol 1 T 1 Y
LA |-
ST
LA | Y 0
"

% YOI . -

s o 1,
* HRTI
O . -

AW Y

R | . T
5
= Tt 1.,
e r_

=

A4 Y ~p
o RO
12s—1

\3¥J

576
ANV 4

A ) =
n— P

"¢ 6 ¢ ¢ & ¢ ¢ ¢

Steve
John
Thn
Vnll

Ve

ﬂsub. P

LIk | N 1 Y

13



202

Vi J =96 accel...

| 18

huan
| 188
o/l
ol
-
o=
éu. =
==
===
i

Y
p O
=z

want

she

what

know

n't

E

did

__|

/
/
/

PPP p
/

Pep || p
/

Ppp

ten.

lis

iy

bk ¢ § D'Ll
hAd | NN,

g g,
Ll 513
RN
LAl 13

< ONE . 2L ) WYY

A st
L W 1l

Y

=¥ /) H’uﬂl

Sy
4

A\NY )
17

John

Bn

Tbn



203

accel...

Tempo 11

Tempo 1

g
! ¢Lu m (18 ] | i lf
F 8, n ] S s (LU & 2 £, \ & (ol &
| - ol § NI mE |||l 8 P it & OF((ell § R
0 j 2
| | T *H ] ] Tl T* F-r ,
L
| T TR _Fw T pmJ TTe pmJ elll rmJ T Ll
W& Nli N
ANy e .r-u N _ gz NP A2
&l m (188 rmJ | n.mJ 4-.’ : .L ! .FIN g
| S
s ﬂr%. o ;I‘ TP WJ [ 18 rmJ g, . .L.- ul B S 8§
1 g .W- Al .-J
1 m Ak TTm IIHLI ] i < AL . lllﬁ i
N E o A » (Y 4 “ i fMJ.uw.u...lpmJ
oH L 5 MH m._ -rl.!m; TTT® m,_ . m.. m; .r.’ mz 31
= .3
== == = : uuwnn : == : S = == = oo == = =3
2 s T e g e E=ted = i = T ==
== == A uLﬂ = == = = == ==
fez Fe= aa Raa A2 uuu F It SE3 F
i PR Tk - TTEIE RS nlJn == = PR JWJH
o AN 9 S T ol o AN oo B | =
—— N = /
e e
E 5] & & s S &

Steve

Vnl

Vn Il



204

Tempo 1

4 4

m | m i
]| T | pL [
Ry | | 17 | | @ &
]| | |
Rl 1| & me (Ml® BLE e e e |We
A:
& 2 - }L o i |
-
e b lnwr |
( , |
1E8E m ’ ’ b3 i
11 || ] il
b NEENE il L 10,8 L TR il a
S o o
oo
I il - el [ [ 1\ e
.\ 3 P« y —Xx}
\.
+ gl o o
By
ellll B e T an N T ® R
i ol o L ik
...-T b3 T TR TTT® Ol q
] > §
==
by e = =3 = =% =32 T =
P TS 3 = e~ - o g8 === B
= E =5 = eSS == = E=S = N4 ==
S == = === = = = T = i
e Pk =g = = - aeid oS -3 = Ju B3
4 o oo a1 X PR ol oo
s : i qe Nee g i
| Se—
——
2 = & — = &) Q
g .m / £ = - >
(7] = >

mf

25




205

ﬁllll 'l _Ig " _
1.4 4- lj
THEE iy ‘.A li !Llc AIT vm. L1 L4 Iﬁ
y L 1 !
%
wlum HH| & zu hann e ﬁ.ll hduns us !
1.4 | |
o sedllll S WHS W Sl NS QU S ks W
G, JlE Tl B il EE 2
8
al (180 I T lg ;
ull | 111 ] i
| il ﬂ |
lﬁ.. Iﬁ al |
NERE ﬁ 1 Te | L T T ?1. =l
- 1 lﬁn
T ! M
) 1l *H .L. il
ANiEE ] L 18 MEAE T T L 18 il
=== == \ == == S== nuﬂv £~ vv = 258 =25
T 5T ST A5 4] =ji Magg Bk il
T I~ag =qy Rt ] Waqg gl by ] aq
N @) o G N N i ‘3 .
————
m - & 8 5 M B S o}

sub.p

29



20

| [
zZ
= 3
Hm B | H
|53 ki Y | | ] | |
= 1 ) Hl
5o B g TS 9l
E8 2 A
BE _ ;
& ["Ban a8 T 'l B
I EE o] @ A >n.J>F-| L1
W
=
- g i i | ﬁ i | | l I !
=
E
s I e
2 4 bt - -
.m A
w
Zlldn =
S
Be
=
£ I I I ! I | | | ]
E
w
iy
Sk
o
/m\ T = ILJJ R
~
C Ny 5 C [ C | gur) Clme o A A Al M A
£
H| SF | o i BT 3 oa 3 oy
2%
O =
ﬂnur =R "nuv_r L1 b L AR Y f Y S | EnN Y ok Jnu
— - - -
L hifl Gl NERE al s i L | u
( (
ESSS
E 2
S== == 3 == S== = =8 == == == £ = F
I e e - d E 3 - e L == % £
E = = == E == == == = 3
233 222 222 223 222 == -t =2 o = =
£ S = =t SN C =g 5 - 4 4
N ols x | o X n 5 o
NI TR e N N KD NG Y]
—
———
w = = — —_ o 2l L0
H | o @ 2 = = = > S
v v >




207

T
1% A
F TIn @l T
= | A | i | | )
j %]
e
= | T ol 1]
£
3 AeH TN (A5 e F 4
/_nw 11 Asiy I
 IICN | IIERETTIA IO I
) | | LI L[ e ' i i
| | o In
===
| )] el i
ARNE =
AL | || ol ]
— — — .-.:l g - l _ — — ! B
N o (1R i
S, 2 & 1
T
i i i .5 A_-.1|v A‘ | B
[ 188 q i
S
Il " % b § !
Q| N | Aw ; & Aol 8§ Ly
TR g
== ¥ =3
= == = e === === === e === =
o TR ...Ln 3 = Eraae 3 aW I === I B
E = = = = = =3 E== = E = ==
== e === === S =as (= TR e =
feih s = o .JH: R e L .uﬂj =T L=y
pq L id L oo M i oo i o ofs
q ihs we AN o o B e aN )
g i ° - : £ g e s 2 8

a8



J:76'

208

A4 Y

mf

REERE-Y T | i
— § § Mo+ M T S o — —
) = W 1 = © = @
B L Y .
* L i T TH T T — — e ]
ﬁ SE |
© T I N L
_ - [ [
o - < I *he T
®
IS S s il
T pmJ IJ.WJ N i T n.mJ T TS n.mJ ool &Y n L] rmJ |
—a
sy (el S 14
] | | | j{. | -_ ] | | | ki
&l |1 T® A
el ] ] %
@l ] % A
EAns ‘ 4
I | i i L L | I I ] Ik
(10N || %
Sviyg E =
o & -uL 3 b
T®
] ] ] ) ] [ 1 - 19
i | A
T o ] § | g I
o R k-4
= Ean E =S =+
= == e SE3 = =2 222 =23 = == Foy =23 ==
== o FEAE SR SR Eee g E =3 3 = == I ELrsi
e == == = == = E == =i =3 =2 C === =
- === === S == = =t= === === =i pess S e
3 e =-- > TR =P =R SRR = =3 = = el
M e e N e R @Ml e i 9
s — e
L = = = =] — = < 3]
o &) n\uw ) sl T.D. TD. W_ Vﬂ > =3 @

42



209

(resigning)

TTT TP
uWTm
Y 1 ] I i | i i i | b
oL
.muvv 1..496# 1
«n|
| i | ﬁ | I i | ) I
an| 2 Ln/iﬂ W Pan
-8
Han & Iy -y S
M
— g By &, T m..._ T W @l m“
™ o @ B
* ) e ! ) ! ) ) I T 11 ST
1 I Nl 1 ”u
i i | O CVE (| L T
g ﬁud £ 1 © @] ©
| o TSN Hh & L JL N s el
i e [ [ il
] ] T = ] 7 = 9| | | ﬂ— " J. e
M u TT® e 3_
5] i
t A1 2l - : i
(N4
<3 | ] S L 8 - &
3 ™ 8 & |Im& "m|| & g S e T(aly ||[mS
.m .mu. > E == = Mu. ® > > > >
FEe S== i e s= Fa - === o = == 3 == =
JERE P = - =) E ERsal TEE =t T - T
=== == === == == == == = = B == =
i === i == == == == == === = == Jﬂ
T -3 £ 3 -3 g el =3 TR Sha e s
Al e dee Al des e H| e [ Lo det E x d
- N— N e
e e
= = - 1= — = o Lo}
m 5 ,.m = 5 & 8 = = > =

pP——————pp

= mp

46



210

J:76

50

e T
o 5]
RN -
stnd § |
wn|| 2
| 100E 5
N 94
N E A
Uy &
g ol
T 1717
4
I QU
=2
S
5. )
==
B
il q
N
Q
Ww >

e
=
S
=
3
TR
L 1
< H
3 H
2
=
-
2
o
o
2
3
3
fﬂlu\ l
8
’3\
|
-
By
=
e
=u
>
N

up!

Shut

- up.

Shut

=

o H

LA | Y~ 1 Y
i B

/:I

T

Steve

John




(others slowly filter off-stage)

TATTERED DREAMS

Music and Lyrics by
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Scene 8

Time

(as the final chord fades, STEVEN stands
and he is in his reunion clothes)

AFTER ALL THIS TIME

Music and Lyrics by
J D. CHRISTOPHER WOLFF
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(others from reunion slowly begin to come into focus)
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STEVEN, so that he is where he was
at the beginning of the flashback.)
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REUNION

Music and Lyrics by
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(STEVEN has risen from his seat. JOHN is now where he was last seen at the funeral,
then moves away. The reunion is not done, but is beginning to break up.)
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(STEVEN, MICHAEL, and ASHLEY all say good-bye)

(to STEVEN and to each other)
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Choir 1
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(exit MICHAEL and ASHLEY. The reunion continues on.)

Al- most.

(quietly whispered while
looking back)

ryl
) /-3
1=

oS

. =4

SV 1

V.8
¥ amY
AL 8

Michael
Vnll

B | |pl ch o pmJ r W
4,.: i _ oL p B
& H
,
SN0 § ||H| &
i r_ Al . .
i [ a|ﬁ| QL
N 5 iy
_ .
4 ok RS wH - pIans
I R FV R ﬁwv R ¢
1 wd N
: 1 oLl
o ]
i | 1AEEs AN ol
), &
N N
vE TH| &
o ]

ISy TERy Iesy As: e all 1 dll]e
By f ai M N B A
=
= = 8 3 = = # S

@ > >



228

(STEVEN moves toward JOHN.)
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(Slowly, they simultaneously shake hands.)

Choir 1 (4-part) only
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(just before leaving)
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