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"The history of Congregationalism in Rockford is, in many
resgpects, the history of the city itsélf."l "Wew England Congrégation-
alism came [to Rockford] with the early set%l%rsﬂ"z Hew England itself
owes her success to Congregational foundations which thus affected the
development of the middle and far west. Hew England Congregationalism
wag the source of the morality and industriousness "which have trained
a nation.”3 But Congregationalism was not & new belief peculiar to the
colonies. Rather, Congregationalism had received its impetus from the
religious conditions of sixteenth and seventeenth century Burope. It
was English Separatism which eventually became the Wew England Congrega-
tionalism which molded the attitudes and actions of the American people.

The first actual Separatisicchurch was established in London
in 1567, but it is largely forgotten by historians because it was so
short-lived. Socon after its ineeptioa,}th& govermment moved in and broke
it up. BEngland was not the place for the religion of the Separatists,
The little band, led by Roberit. Brownes thus set outl to find & place where
they could worship as they wished. They set up, in 1580, what is remem~

bered far betier than the London e¢hurch, the Norwich church..4 It was

lSeconé Congregational Church (Rockford, 196659 Ds 2o

zﬁharlas A. Church, History of Rockford, 18%4-1361 (Rockford:
Wew England Society, 1900), p. 86.

4
“HMandell Creighton, Historical Lectures and Addresses
(Freeport, New York: Books for Libraries Press, 1904), p. 39.

4
George M. Boynton, The Congregational Way (Hew Yorks Pilgrin
Press, 1%65), De 28,
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here that the term Congregetiocnalism was first applied. Independency
was & synonym also attached to the church at this time. These names were
assigned "by which is meant that every separate assembly of professing
Christians are entirely, in their worship and discipline, independent of
all others. . » ..3’5

It was not easy to believe as the Separatists helieved. Cruel
and intolerant measures taken by English bishops led to the execution of
Elias Thacker and John Copping for "dispersing scheismatical @amphleﬁs"§
of Browne¥s principles,.. Barrow, ancther influential Separatist;.was’
exscuted after a raid on a secret meeting of the group. It soon becane
gpparent Hoothe band that, in order to develop a church as they saw fit,
an immediate and voluntary exile was inevitable.z But in 1602 it was &
dangerous undeniaking't¢~attemptVto leave Englgnd in search of greener
and more tolerant pastures., Holland was the destination of the little
band. "Holland was one place in Europe which offered what many considered
te be the supreme heresy, freedom to worship for all creeds.”s It served

a8 an sayvlum for the persecuted English, It was here, then, without

¥

church buildings or ministers, that BEnglish Separatism eventually becanme
. . 9
Congregational ism.

The group established their church and religion on the prine

SJoseyh Belcher, Religious Denominations in the United States
(Philadelphia: John E.. Potter, 1861), pp. 29%5~4.

6Ibi§‘, pe 297.

T1pid., p. 298,

8 . ) .
Marion L. Starkey, The Congregational ¥Wa - (Garden City, Wew
York:s Doubleday and Company, 1966), p..21.

géaeius Glenn Atkins and ?;&éexickmﬁag;egt History of American
Congregationalism (Bostons "Pilgkim Press, 1942}, $.726.




ciple that,
The church, planted or gathered, iz & company of Christians, who
by the willing covenant méde with their Bod are“unéethhe~g?ver%§
ment of God and Christ and keep the laws in one holy communion,
They believed in "theocracy based on demscracy”ll and sought to uphold
their belief in every way.

The date of the first church in Holland was 1608, Though the
fongregationaiists tried to leave England much earlier than this, it was
not until ‘1607-8 that enough had successfully reached Holland to establish
a church. fhe Congregationalists won a measure of prosperity in Holland

, 12
where tolerance was offered,

but at best they enjoyed what was known

as "honest poverty.“13 Holland had & monopoly on the textile industry at
the‘time, and jobs were plentiful for carders and weavers. The Congrego-
tionalists eagerly took thesé positions, but found they could not.

above a subsistence level in industry. These men had been farmers in
Englend. and had an uncontrollable desire to get back to the land.14
Purthery the group saw little futwre in Holland. The company sought to
become a "distincel community, working out their own religiocus and eccls-
siastical beliefs."” 1Mo this end, they were stymied in Holland, Other
factors proved to the Longregationalists that Holland was not the perfect

answer asg well. They were losing members of thelr group through marrliages

106reigﬁton, Historical Lectures and ﬁd&r,sses, Do 57

Mopia,

lgﬁo?tonubexier, "Congregationalism in America," New BEngland
Magazine, 5T {September, 1899), 97.

1§Starkey, The Congregational Way, p. 24.

14, . .
Ibida, pe. 26.

Poeiibtonine)

15

Dexter, "Congregationalism in Anerics,” p. 97.



with the Dutch, They felt their influence over their children's edu-
cation to be decrsasing, And, in general, they were not appmeciated by
the Dutsh. They feared s war with Spain might make them subserviant to
the religiouws whims of the Spanish, and a ten year truce belbween Holland
and Spain was almost over.?‘6 The Congregationalists sincerely wished to
return t0 Englend, but this was a nearly impossgible dream. With Holland
becoming more than they éould bear, the Congregationalists looked towards
the Wew World as a possidle answer to thelr situation.

¥hen King James sel aside a petition for toleration in England
a few years later, the band of some 300 members resolved to move., The
promizge of good s0il in America and'%heir‘general dissatisraction with
their life Holland caused them to seek a new life in the Hew World.
Though the dnknown dangers of America frightened the Congregationalists,
they agreed on a move to Virginia. They petitioned the Virginia Cowpany
and Zing James. The Company promised ample privileges, and the King
added some freeﬁém for their activities but stopped short of general tol-
eratiam.l7 English Congregationalists were Bnglishmen through and through,
"working within the frame of that which is English.”lgy When they crosasd
the seas, the word Congregationalism teok on & new connotation -
American Congyegationalism.

It took two years to get the voyage planned. When the tinme
came, howaver, the greater -number of Congregationaliszsts were not prepared

to leave Holland so they remained with Mr., Robinson. Two ships had been

jléBelcher, Religious Denominations, ». 295.

17

Ibid.

B < I . . .
tkins and Fagley, History of American Congregationalism,




contracted for the voyage - the Speedwell which was to remain in America
for the use of the Congregationalists and the Maytlower which was to
return directly to England. In August of 1620, the Sneedwe WES DT Cw

nounced unfit for the voyage., It has been speculated that the captain
gnd crew of the ship did not wish to remain in America for the vear they
had agreed to, thus they misrepresented her condition. Many of the
passengers of the Speedwell were taken on the ¥ayllower;, making the toial

19

on board 101. The Congregationalisis were in the mincrity of the ahip,

numbering only about thiriyv-five because so many remained at Le¥den, and
others never left Amsterdam after the Speedwell was abaﬁéoneé.zg

The Mayflower sighted land on November 9, 1620, at what is
now Cape Cod.. The group proceeded south across the bay, finally put ing
in at Plymouth. Here the group was out of the jurisdiection of the Virgi-
nia Uompany. They thus formed a compact which was to serve’thenm meventy-
one years and made John Carver governor.. The settlement commenced Deceme
ber 31, 1620.°

“@hurchoandoftate were not separated in any colony in the
early vears. The Congregationalistes! greatest interéest in these years
was the egtablishment of scheols, for the group had a history of respect
for the power of education, a history which continues to influence the
Congregational Church even foday.. Harvard College was established in

1686, founded when the settlers had litile in the way of their own suste-

nance, #Hach colony was supporied by a public tax, and only church mem—

19

Belcher, Religious Denominations, p. 295.

20 . .
Bexter, “Congregationalism in America,” p. 98.

-
23" 7

Belcher; Religioms Denominations, p. 317-19.
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bers voted. This practice was actually not. as discriminstory as 1t may
gseen, for the communities were made up almosit strictly of Congregation-
alists;gz For the survivael of the church it became necessary to limit
the activities of rival groups. Perhaps the Congregationaiists were
intelerant by ocur standards, "but in comparisorn with their contemporaries
they were in advance of their:age.“zi§ All in all the remainder
sa@g@ﬁeenth century was characteriged by the activity of "digging in
rather tThan spreading out;ﬂ24

It becsme necessgary as the populétion of NHew England increased
and divewsified for the Congregationalists to adopt what came to be known
as the Half-Way Covenant of 1662w  The structure of the covenant made it
posgible for: the children of parents who did not desire. church membership
to be baptized and have the opportunity fo# membership later: in life. The
gecond generation accepted the gospel and promised their faithfulness to
the church though, not bheing members,‘they had no vote and ceuld not par=
tske of communi®n. By 1800 the plan had to be sbandoned, and the church
admitted all persons whe had been bapbized whether they had heen converted
or ne%.25

The elghteenth century saw territorial expansion, and Congre-

gationalism moved the theclogical belief into new lands. With the growth,

however, came material wealih and subsequently "aepirituality had been

22 ; . . .
Dexter, "Congregationalism in America," p. 100,

23 ,
Ivid., p. 10Z,
diatkins and Fagley, History of American Qgggﬁa,atiogalism,

P, 98,

25 . . . .
Dexter, "Congregationalism in America,® p. 102.
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=7 One of the early steps

succeeded by indifference in many communities.™
taken by Congregationalists to avert the situation waa the separation of
Chureh and State. The most striking contribution to offsetting the slump,
however, was the Great Awekening of 1734-8. It has been called Yone of
the most remarkable revivals of religion in Christian Higtcry.“27 Led

by Jénathon Edwards, the perdiod had & gignificant impact on American
religious life..

Thezninetaenth century in Bmerica found the Congregationalists
making rapid and diversified progness.gs On May 10, 1826, an interdencm-
inational missionary sociely was developed for the purpose of supporting
territorial expansion., Up to this time setilement had been uncoordinated
because of the lack of a Home Missionary Society. The new organization
wes made up of Congregationslists, Presbyterians, Dutch Reform and Asso-
ciated Reform. BEventually all withdrew until only the Congregaticomalists
remained. They changed the name in 1893 to the Congregational Home Nig-

. . 2
gicnary Soecilety. ?

The nineteenth centurgprwas the century of the Plan of Union,
2 plan which was designed fto further seitlement of the West through the
mutusl agreement of the CJongregationaligis and Presbyterians. Adopled
in May of 1801, i% proved & one-gided affair, more helpful to the Presby-
teriang than the ééggr@gaticnalistsw The Plan of Union was first coneceived

in a joint Congregabional-Presbyterisn conveniion in 1766. Both factions

géwzhid‘*s Pe 1044.

?T1pia,, p. 105.

rbia., p. 100.

20
Lt . e N - . < .
“Atkins and Fagley, History of American Congregationalism,

Po- 9?'3
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were honest and completely sincere in entering into the agreement.
Turing the last part of the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
"the Congregational and Presbyierian leaders [ﬁecamél increasingly
snzious to come to some agreement that would enable them to co-~operate
in the expanding wes%,"gl

The plan provided for each church to wetaln ils own polity,
but the Presbyterians prevailed becsuse the Congregationalists, according
to one critie,, "were indifferent to the maintenance of their own polity
w8 ., « . the Presbyterians were active in pushing th%§£5f552 “In egsence
the provisions of the plan included points which allowed for differences
to be settled by mubial agresment of Congregationalisis and Presbyter-
iaﬁg,gﬁ The Congregational Church, however, had never imposed itselfl:
and, concludes onesauthor, that is why it is still small.54 Overall the
plan resulted in what one historian has called "ecrippling and almost
degtroying thecgrowthof Wéngregationalisn dn the Hiddle West and Western
gtateg for half a canﬁurg;”35

- The Congregationalistcdoctrine is not easlly adaptable to

rapid chureh Tounding, for it has nce central organization for dirpecting

ite sctivities as found in the Presbyterian Church., Thus the two began

30Alﬁert;x,‘§unning,
Pilgrim Press, 1894), p. 320,

élgigliam Warren Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier,
Vol.. ITI: The Congregationalists (New York: Cooper Square Publishers,
1964), p. 15.

32

“bunning, fongregationalists in Amerdica, p, 326.

regationalists in America (Bostons

%
““Sweet, The Qongregationalists, ne. 15.

B%Sharle% E. Jeffersen, "Why I am a Congregationalist,®
Forum, LXXVI (August 26, 1934), 237..
35

Dunning, Congregationslisks in America, p. 318.




-9 -

to move from each other within the plan. Almost from the beginning
the slavery issue added fuel to the/fire and served as a major péint of
geparaticn hetween Congregationalists and Presbyterians in Illiﬁeis.gg
GQngﬁ%gaﬁio&aiisﬁg were anti-glavery though not extreme. The Bresbyisre
iang were clearly not abolifionists as the New England Congregationalists
were. The Albany Convention of 1852 saw the formal abandonment of the o
Plan of Unmion, the condemnation of slaveny, the endorsement of missions,
and the cellection of money for western church@s.BT

In. 1829 and 1830 a group of iwelve graduaﬁés from the Yale
Theological Beminery, aftermwards known as the "Yale Band® or the "Illinois
Band," formed an association to found a college in Illinois. The college

38

was founded at Jacksonville in 1829, Rev, Plavel Bascom was cOnsie-

ﬁer@d g founder of Congregationalism in Iillinoi’s.59 He found it his
unhappy task to prod the American Home Missionary Society for funds for
minigters in the territory. In letter after letter in the A H.M.8. files
in-Chicages 11 1is revealeﬁlﬁhat it was often nearly impossible to secure
funds for these ministers. A letter from Pekin, Illinois, dated Decem-
ber 27, 1837, revealed Mr: Bascom!s own unhappy state of affairs. It
geens he hadnit received any funds for three months from Hany-soures,”

He owed forr numerous things ineluding his ﬁife}g Puneral, He had ralised
§70 for the Biéle and Tract Secisely whiceh he had to use for his necessity,

& situation which %pained¥ him. He closed his letter with a request of

36

“8weel, The Congregationalisis, p. 289,

37Dextex;f“Gengregaﬁicnaligﬁ:in Amerieca,™ p. 111,

ggggagt, The Congregationalists, p. 15.

ﬁggigrgéy, The Congregetional Way, p. 256.




- 10 -

Wilton Badger, then secretary of the Joclety, "Now, dear sir, for the
sake of friends, do not publish these facts. I would rather suifer in
silence without refu%&.”4g
A history of Illincis Congregsationalism is best undérstood once
viewed in the proper perspective.. Illinois was settled in two sections "=~
the Horth was settled by New Englanders and the South by men from Kentucky
and Tennessee. The character of the setflers is an important factor in
the types of settlements which were established, HNéw ZEnglanders had a
regpect for education that was in the least a symya%by for the ceuse of
edtucagtion. The southern group were generally poorly educated and had not
the sanie apprecidtion for educational instibutions as the Hew Englanders.41
Theron: Baldwin, one ¢f the original members of the MIllinois
Bend) gave up his pledge to thesgroupoto go east to form a society which
would collect fumds ¥o support colleges in the Hidwest. The society was
koown éffiaiélly ag the Society for the Promotion of ollegiate and Theo-
logical Bducation of the ¥West, Yul was referred to sz the Western College
Hociety., HMr. Baldwin became the principle instigator of a plan o esis-
blish a college in Southern Wisconsin and Nowthern Illinois whHen he shared
hig progress in the Western Cfollege Society with seven delegates returning
from the Conventifn of Congregational and Hew School Presbyterian Hini-
gters and Churches of the Northwest which had been held at Cleveland in
June of 1844, CQOace the group was nmade aware &f the availability of funds

2
for collegiate institutions, lifttle remained to get the project underw 5.4“

4QLettex, ‘Flavel Bascom %o Milton Basdger, December 27, 1837,
Ghicago Theological Seminary, Abchiwes, A.F.HM.3. letter file.

%lﬁrsp«asbert,ﬁe Richardson, interview at Beloit College
Library Archives, Beloit, Wisconsin, July 20, 1968,

Q”Iblé.



The idea of g college in FHorithern Illincis—Scuthern Wisconsin

o

was not a new one: one of the early resoluitions regarding educaltion in

this region was made at the Mineral Polnt District Convention held at

Piatteville, Wisconsin, September 6, 1842. It read as follows,

Resolved that in the opinion of this femvention in order to
secure success in the enterprise, the influence and interest of
our whole determination should be concentrated upon the esta~
blishment of one collegiste institution in this territory..
Resolved that such an institution in our opinion should be
located in the neighborhood of Rock River and that a situastion
near the southern boundary of the territory would promote the
interests of the institution %y gsecuring the ce-operation of the
people of HWorthern Llllﬁ@iﬁa

The informel mreting of the eight ministers resulted in a
call to the "friends of education,” a meeting of inlerested ministers
from §erﬁh%rn I1linois, Southern @igésﬁsiﬁ and Eﬁ%a.i% Somthern Wiscone
gin and Worthern Illinocis were one uniit as they went forwsrd with plans
for establishing institutions of higher learning. In 811 £% took four
Foundding conventiong - August and Jckober of 1844 and May and October of
1845 - %o put the institutions fogether. August 7, 1844, was the dale

atbtached to two resolutions important to the founding of the institutions,

Resolved that in the opinion of this Q%ﬁg%ﬁ%i%ﬁ measures ought
to be taken for the establishment of ¥wo'~ collegiate institutions
in Horthern Illinois, Southern Wisconsin and I

i*“;?

n
=
T8

&

; . . 45" .
Resolved that the Sﬁllégzgtg,zﬁmgz%atg¢m‘g be located in the
vicinity of Beloit and that a Femsale Zeminary of a high order

e 4

azééga Library Archives, "Resclutions of Mineral
1 l
PAS N

lege, " September 6, 1842,

Later Jowa was drobppeds it was thought Iowa could best han-
tional institutions independently.

2
ool
D
e
b
n
g‘
[~

a“&

The exact number was sdded after the original proposal was

{“»;g

46 . c s ; 4
‘Bollepgiate Tnstitution here refers fo a male coll



be established at some point in FNorthern Illinois and that a
committee of ten be sppointed to select locations and to take
measgrésé§sr carrying out the object and report at a later con-
vention.
Out of these two resolutions came Beloit College and Rockford Female
Seminary..

I am gebting slightly shead of myself here, for the seftle-
ment of Hockford naturally preceded any college. It was Revw. Aratus
Kent who reguested & field of labor from: the American Home Missionary
Soclety seerebary. His destination was Balena: but traveling from
Chicago to. that city, 1t is chronicled in one account, he crossed a
rocky ford and was so charmed by the beauty and fertility of the spot
that he decidgé to stay. He called his brother Germanicus, and together
they laid the foundation of Midway, later known ag?Rcckard.48

The year was 18%4, In less than three years, on May 5, 1837,
the Fivst Congregational Church of Rockford was organized with nine meme
bers. Rev. John Horrill led the congregation of German B. Potter, Isargel
Morrill, Hichard Morrill, Winerva Polter, Bllzabeth P. Morrill, Mary J.
Morrill, Scphia H. Morrill and Funice Brown. On May 19, five more mem-
bers were added o the roll - Hdward Cating, Charles Works, Asa Crosby,
Hary Crosby and Mary Banforth. The total membership after the first year
wae iwenty. Israel Merrill and H. B. Potter served as the First longre-
w49

gationalls first deacons.

Puring the first year of the chmrch's orgenigation, the Rock

iggeicix,College Livrary Archives, "Resolution for the Bsta-
slighment of College," August 7, 1844,

48?&%@&&?@ Glifton, Fiftieth Anniversary of the First Congre-
gational Church (Rockford, 1887), p. 6.

49

Church, History of Hockford, p. 87-83.




River Congregetional Assocliation was founded. It sdopted the articles
of faith and covenant for the church. Previously the Congregationalists
had used the Watertown Presbytery confession. How they were itruly inde-
pendent, for they had their'o¥n sreed to rely upohe The pledge of mem-
bership at this time included a provision requiring "tofal abstinence
from 8ll intoxzicating drinks as a bever&ge.”EQ
The imssue of slavery which had presented such a formidable
obatacle to. the harmonious dealings of Presbylterians and Congregational=
ists was dealt with rather lightly in the Pirst Church. On August 11,
1837, a resolution dealing with the question was evidently prssented to
the agsembly, but the action was delaved. As Charles Church siates ii,
"the resolution touching the slavery questiion being agitated, it was
resolved that for the present the subject be pogtponed to receive the

nol o other

attention and action of the church at some future time.
record upon the subjecd, however; hasibeen/fonad.

Reve John Werrill was the Tirst pastor of the congregation
thoughihe received no formal call to. the pastorate. He came from New
York as 2 home missionary. Hisg brother Israel had previously settled
in Rockford, probably during the time 1t was known as Hidwasy. It was
at Israel Morrill's home that the firsl services of the church were
gonducted. Mp. Horrill served the pastorate ffom Hay of 1837 to Hay
of 1838, Prom Rockford he went. to Belvidere where he helped to found
and orgsnize the Presbyterians. His church there dates from March 17,

3

1839, Mrs. Bunice Brown Lyon was the source of ¥r. Church's informa-~

TIbid.




tion concerning Mr, Horrill's sailiag; He helped to.organigecihe cone-
gregation at Pirst Church and merely sassumed the pastorate for a time.
The pastor's salary, it was noted by Church, was not always paid; but
the ladies of the church somehow managed fo secure pledges to sustain
the minisber.. Mzs Morrill died at Pecatonica on February 16, 1874.°°
Az the congregation increased, the Morrill home became too
small for the weekly mesdings. The chuvch was therefore moved to the
harn of Daniel 3. Halght. The barn was a stage barn near State and
Third Biveels on the east side of the river and served foriy-three mem-
bers. It was somewhat lnsmonvendent, however; for Ythose who lived on
the: west side of the river were ferried across in a small b(}é}ﬂ:.“a:5 The
gsunmmner of 18738 saw definite progress towards alleviating the situsiion -
the beginnings of & frame near North First were built by the trustees.
After the shingling and enclosing were finished, it was learned that
Germanicuns Kent and a man named Brinkerhoff had secured $300 from New .
Tork “frisnée”Sé for the same purpese. But, "instead of turning the
money over 9 the sociepyifo complete the chureh, these gentlemen built
an edifice on their own gide of the rivery?55 This building, when com-
pleted in the summer of 1838, was iturned over to the Fiwst Church and
served the congregation from 1838-1845, Later it served the Second Con-

gregational Church from 1849-1858. The other building erected by the

53
1890), p. 6.

First Congregationasl Church Manual - 1837-1890 (Rockfora,

B4
“"fhe "fiiends" were the American Héme Missionary Society.

§5Shu?ch, Higtory of Rockfiord, p. 88. Church refers to the
west side of the river,
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truatees was neveyr used for the church,
The church which Kent and Brinkerhoff buili was the first
church edifice in Rockford, It stood at the corner of Church and Green
Btreets aﬁé was built in the Doric style. (See Plate I) The front porch
was sapecially sdmired for its impressiveness. The bell which socunded
the: Sunday services was brought by Bev. Cyrus Wabson, second pastor of
the: First Church., MNr. Watson took the bell with him when he left the
pastorate. The church had two doors which entered into the main sanctu-
sry with two aisles extending the length of the church from sasch, thus
four rows of pews were built. A& "singer's galieryY was fommed by raised
pews at one end of the church. "This structure was plain but neat and =1
substantial and its pure while exterior with a background of oak trees
in the surrounding forest, made it beautiful for situation and the joy
of its fri%ﬁds.”ﬁﬁ
The second year of the church¥s hist§r§ was an important one

in terms of growhth and cubreach, The Fipet Congregational Church moved

into the # through the sstablishment of the Ladies? Forelgn Mission-

ary Hoepiety in 1838, Their regolultion was stated as follows,

In view of the deplorable conditions of milliene in this and
forgign lands, who are destitute of the word of life and esteem-
ing it a duty @smd privilege to aid by prayer, contribuiions, and
influence the great work of evangelizing the world, we, the
ladies of Rockford, feeling that united influsnce 1s by far the
most powerful agree fo forp ourselves into a sociely for the
promotion of this object,

The ladies were successful, for they list some sizdty-three contributors the

first year. Episcopalians, Baptists and Unitarians added their efforts to




the ladies’, and the whole undertaking was 3 success. May of 1832 saw &
. e . L B 5%
sizeable appropriaiion made to a girls' school in Bindegal, Indis.

The church to which Cyrus L. Watson accepted the call in
Hovenber of 1838 was indeed a growing and prosperous one, The movement
#c satablish a Sumday School progrem was being undertaken and came to
fruition in the Spring of 1839, The pastor, who. uaz characlterized b

= H
& generally genial manner, was remenmbered as a rather elderly man when
, : 650

he: accepted the placement, He served the Pipst Church until May of 1841,

Suceseding Mir. Yelson was Williasm S. Curdis who served the
gongregation only a short time from Wovember of 1841 %o August of 1842,
Later in his 1life Mr. Cuvrhis assumed the pastorate of the Westminster

Presbyterian Church’ of Rockford which had been established from the

First Congregational Church. He served that church approximately six

-
61
Years.
~W, Horton served the pastorate for a very short time
62
from Beplember of 1842 to some time in 1843, Like Cyrus Watson, HMr.

Norton provided a bell for the church, but it left when he left. He

o PR . wb3 : . . :
wes a minister of the "old school.t Following his service, a call was
extended to Lansing Porter in February of 1844, Mr, Porter came from
Buffalo with his young wife. He had been educated at Hamilton and

Wesleyan and took his seminary courses alt Yale. His post graduate work

"I 1bid., p. 91-92.
60, . o s .
Clifton, Fiftieth Anniversary, p. 12.
®lrpia,
622

The exact month was not quobed in any of the references
which were available,

3 P -
BQﬁaréh? History of Reckford, p. 90.
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wag done st Auburn., He came west to Chicago, but Thearing about Hock-

64 o \ . .
M7 The Pirst Church was his first pastor-

térd, he made his way hither
ate. In the Bbring of 1846, at the clese of Mr. Poriter’s pastorate, the
church at Bouth First and Walnut on the esst side of the river became
the growing congregstion®s new hom%;65 (&@fpicture.af this building
remains.) The church had been dedicated April 4, 1845.66,The building
was & brick structure estimated at $8,000 and seaited %50 menbers. The
cholr gallery was overhesd. The church itself served the congregation
until 18?@.6?
8oon after the congregation moved into thelr new home, ¥W. A.
Dickerman, an influential and active member o the congregation, went
to Wew York for the purpose of purchasing a bell for the church. He
acquired a 640-pound Meneely bell; and when it arrived in Rockfordy the
entire town turned out to welcome it.68
When Mr.. Porter left the congregation and Rockford in 1846,
& call was extended %o Lewis H. Loss in dugust of that year. Hr. Loss
was a fine and welleeducated minister, and during his pastorate many
imporbant changes were made in the congregsation.and the church. A pipe

organ was added to the serwice. It was Bulltd by #H, H. S8ilsley and his

brother; nand the Tirst organist was Bufus Hateh, & dry goods merchant.

54Efft~ Years of History and Manual of the Second Congrega-
tional Church - 1849-1899 (Rockford, 1900),. pe 75

Sﬁahurch, History of Rockford, p. 91.

6é”ch&rch Sterts,” Rockford Morning Star, April 9/10, 1964,
n.p. (Hereaftemn.p. used in reterence to a newspaper article will mean
no page number given.)

e

67 . . . o N
"Church, History of Rockford, p. 91.

észﬁid.
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It was also during Mr. Loss® service to the church that the Second
Congregational Church was formed. In the autumn of 1849, fériy~-seven
menbers of the First Church resolved,,
We, whosge names ave underwritien, believing we shall be serving
the ceuse of Christ by doing so, propose to. form ocurselves . . .
iwto a Congregational Gh@rg@ 0. be siyled the Secomd Congregs-
tional Church of Rockford.
The reagon Charles Church gives for the separaition ig "none other then
the one stated. A vacant church bupilding and a growing population on the

weat. side seemed to Justiiy s segaraticn.gme

“Hewewey, 2dfterifurther
imvestization, i¥ was discovered tha%gsogé;animﬁsiig existed concerning
the spli¥, HMr: Loss was dismissed frgm,thé Fiwst Church soon after the
separation., TIn an addrése in August of 1870, Henry M. Goodwin, pastor
of the First Church, reflected, "when I Tirst came to Rockford !%z%ragé}
jealousy existed. The two sides of the river were in fact rival encamps
ments," The division was evidently deemed necessary bult was thought by

7L

many to be premature. Lansing Porter recalled a Yvery graceful act of
the charter members of the new church.® Seeing that withdrawal of so
many would seriously hamper the First Congregational snd ite activities,
many of the advocates of fthe spliif, "renewed their subscription to the
0ld chureh, for the full smount for the yeart“?g

After Br, Loss® abrupt dismissal at which time he went to

Joliet to serve another church, Bev. Joseph Emerson assumed the pulpit

off First Church in Hbovenber of 1849 to serve in the interim hetween Hr.

91p1a., p. 306.

Henry W. Goodwin, Commemorative Discourse {B@ckfsré, 1870),

Fifty Years of History, p. 76.-




#

) ; . 73
Losg and Henry M. Goodwin. Hr. Bmerson was from Beloit Collegs.

S

During his stay in Rockford, Mr. Emerson apparently was offered an agency
in the West® from the American Home Missionary Society through its secre-
tary Milton Badger. His reply is Tound in the Chicago Theological Sem-
inary files.. Fr. Emerson regretted to refuseithe appoiniment, but he
felt he could not leave his congregation because he didn"f went To divert
them Trom. commencing what he termed to be a "rewvival in religion.' The
state of his wife's health prevented his acceptance as well. It seeums
she was dying of coasa@§tion and was not expected to live through the
winter, His own health would not have permitted the sitrenuous trip to
the post-eithers He recommended a Fr, Hammond from Grand Hespids whonm
he described as the ®righit cut for an agent.“74
Following the service of Mr. Emerson, Dr. Henry M. Goodwin
received the call in August of 1850. He was from Hartford, Connecticut,
& graduate of Yale. Rockford was hipg first parish. A letter written
by Dr. Goodwin in 1857 described a Rev. Issac Russell; his description
provides an insight into hig own generocus and liberal attitude., In Dr.
Goodwin's words, "I egsteem him very highly ss a man, a gentleman, a
friend, a Christian and a minister of Jesus Christ." Goodwin supported
Bussell in his dismissal from: the Associasle Reform Presbyiterian Church,
It seems some vague insinuetion caused support to be withdrawn from Hr.
Russell. The trouble was caused by an "old Scotch gentleman who kept a
grocery not altogether dry." He was evidently angered because Russell

married the daughter of andther man. The letter of description was

3

Goodwin, Comuemorative Discourse, p. T.

?4Lett%r,V3ase§h Emerson to Milton Badger, November 17, 1856,
Chigago Theological Heminary, A.H.M.3. letiter file,
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(%1

addressed to Rev. J. Guerne¥y and dated Decembbr 14, l%%?f? 4 subse-
guent letter written in 1858 reveasled that a commission which had been
the reason for Hr. Guerney's ingquiry was awarded o Mr. Bussell. HWr.
Goodwin wrolbe the mecond letter becaume there was no'money coming o
Wr.. Russell who could not and would not ask his congregation for funds.
Mr, Goodwinnpresented a good case for Mr. Russell and ended his letter
by requesting that Russell be the first to receive support from the
Migsionary Scciatz.Té
Mr. Goodwin admitted in hig memorial address that his accep-
tance of the pastorate of the First Church was a difficult decision t8
make. For example, he remarked, "it required & boldness amounting to
audacity for me to exchange pulpits with the minister of the West Side

Shurch77

who had formerly bheen the minigter of this church before the
divigion, and who ip addition toothecprovocatidn fiven tousomecbycthe:
manner of his leaving had the presumption a year tr two later to accept
a call from the Second Congregational Chuﬁgh.78
My, Goodwin was a Bit ahead of his #ime for the shurch. He
believed in a libsral approsch to religion and inviied Unitarisn nin-

isters to participate in revival sewvices planned by the First Congrega-

tional Church, & move not at 8ll apprecisted by the esﬁgr@gatiﬁn.7g

?5Letter,4§%@ry M. Goodwin to Rev. J. Guerney, December 14,
1857, Chicago Theclogical Seminary, Avchives, A.H.M.8. letter file,

76Lettar; Henry H. Goodwin to Rev. J. Guerney, April 20, 18868,
Chicago Theelagia&l Seminary, Archives, A H.M.3. letter file.

??@o@dgin ig probably referring to Lansing Porter who left
Piret Congregational Chuweh in 1846 and returned to Second Congregational
as its firsi pastor in 1849,

[is . . .
Goodwin, Copmemorative Discourse; p. 7.

79 :
"“C. Hal Welson, ed., Sinniss=ippi Saga {E%Q@Qtag Tllinoiss
Wayside Press, 1968), p. 215.
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On the occasion, Myr. Church relates, "The censure thus incurred was not
measursd or unspoken.® Bul Mr. Goodwin mersely guieted the indignant men-
bers with a poem "Abou Ben Adhen." When he had finished, says Church,
"the moral was obvious, and the silence that followed hisg recital was of
that. quality that could be faltmﬁgg Dr.. Goodwin sponsored all charitable
causes, During his pastorste, the Lincoln Missionary Bunday School was
established in 1867. It was designated to benefit the Negro population
independently of the church.gl

¥rs. B, P. €atlin reminisced for Charles A, Church about. the
young people during Mr. Goodwin's pastorate, #Phe social 1ife of the
church was a very sedate and discreet quality in those days » « « In
comparifg this with the pr@%enﬁgz nothing is more marked than the absence
of woung people in the church membership as well as in its rélaﬁions,“gg

In Decenber of 1885, feurteen84 members of the congregation
took letters of transfer to form the Westminasbter Pregbyterian Church,
Originally the church was called Seeond Presbyterian, but the name was

changed to ¥estminstsr to avoid cani&giea.gﬁ

Hear the close of Mp. Goodwin®e ministry in 1870, the First

SQGhureh, History of Rockford, p. 95.

a1
W%EirstVSsngxﬁgatioﬁal Church HManual, p, 8.
a8z

83

8g?0a?ﬁeen iz the number related to the formation of the church
ag dated December 30, 1855, by Clifton, Fiftieth Anniversarv, p. 6.
Twenty-two is the number related if the date January 3, 1856, is used as
given in "Church Merger is Under Way," Rockford Morning Star, May 17, 1917,
Nele

Tra, Catlin is referring to the period akout 1900,

Church, Hisbtory of Rockford, p. 94.

85 N .
?#ehureh Herger ig Under Way,” n.p.
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Church erected & massive $60,000 Gothie church at Kishwaukee and Third
Streets. {See Plate EI} Today the building serves the Fraternal Order
of %gs@nssgs Mr. Goodwin ended his pasitorate in January of 1872, a ser-
vice of twenty-twoe yvears. Though his death in 1897% came in Hassachusetlts,
his body was brought to Reockford for burial in Cedar Bluff Cemetery.
Rev. Wilder Smith succeeded him and served First Cengregational from
July of 1872 to October of§1883,s7 Little is recorded of the pastorate
of Mwr. Smith..
¥r, Bmith was succeeded by Rev. Thecdfore €lifton in July of

1884, It is from Hpr. Clifton that we receive an interesiting pichure ot
the state of Rockford and Illinois at thig time, My, €lifton begins his
address on the occasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the First Congre-
gational Church with these words,

To note the progress of state and nation is impossible, the machi-

nery invented, the discoveries made, the schoolé establishedy the

population multiplied. The nation has grown in this tize from

mers childhood to =& chdgyfmlly‘vigoreus young manhood and has

become a very giant in strength and stature. The state has sprung

from almost nathing ?ﬁi‘ggairie and woedland o be one of the

very first in the union.

Er.,Elifth gserved the congregation until Januery of 1888,

During this time, the Second Congregational Church was growing and g%~
panding. BEvidently the discontent had passed, for Mr., Clifton reflected,
Uguffice 1t to say that mothers and dauvghters live together in harmony
and peace., VWhatever may have been the 1itile diffTerences in the early

days, time is a greal healer and the Grace of God works ganiers.“ag

géﬁélgeay HSionissippl Haga, p. 218.

Lt

%7€hurch, History of Rockford, p. 9
88

®

Clifton, Firtieth Anniversary, 5. 5.
s P

ggibidag p. 10,
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The fority-seven members who separated themselves earlier from
the Pirst Congregational Church had held thelr organigzationsl meeting in
s schoolhouse on October B0, 1849, They appointed g committee of three
to work out the articles of taith, covenant and rules of government to
Be formally presented at & later meeting. The committee.consisted of -
Benjemin A. RBose, Bexter G. (Clark and Thomss B. Robertson. Lansing
Porter, first pastor of the Second Church presided at all meetings. On
November 7, 1849, Thomas D. Roberitson presented the committee of fthree's
reports on the aviticles @ffﬁ&i%@,a&@%eﬂ&ﬁﬁ%aﬁérrﬁlescéfygav@gngeﬁt§ TThe
fongregational Ureed is composed of nine articles, Pollowing are thres
of the articles as adopted and phrased by the members of the Second Con-
gregzational Ghurch.ag

Concerning the Fall of ¥an -~ Avticle IV

We believe that ocur first parents were crested holy: that they
fell from that state of holiness by transgressing a divine come
mand and that in consegunence of their spostacy, all men, unless

redeemed by the Holy Ghost are ensmies of God and under the
curse of the divine law.

foncerning Atonement - Article ¥

Christ, our mediater, is truly Ged and truly man, and by his
suffering and death on the cross, he atoned for the sins of the
world, so that the offer of malvation is sincerely made to all
men and all who repent end believe in him will Be patdondduand
paved,

Goncerning Bachatology - Arbiele TX

We believe that Jesus Christ will appear at the end of +time to
raigse the dead and judge the world; that the righteous will be
received into 1life eternal, and the wicked will go. away into
everlasting punishment.

The meebtings continued and the organization of the church was

made public on Hovember 14, 1849. The Congregationsl Gouneil of Iliincis

90

Churech, History of Rockford, p. 307,
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declared the Second Congregational Church it
received members by letters of dismissal from the Pirgt Church rather

~

Ei

o

As the West

[£4)
e
s

than letters of transfer. e increased in population, the

Second Church's congregation moved into the sbandoned edifice at Church
: b . ) Yz

and Green Streets, which had so well served the Pirst Church before thenm.
(See Plate T)

Lansing Porter was the first pastor of the church though he
received no formael call, He gerved the congregation from NVovember of 1849
to 18%%,. He had returned to Rockfowd to help "nourish the infant West
Zide orvganization when 1t was deemed that bvelier work could be done by

) : . s . . 9
two Congregationsl Churches, one on sach side of the rzvgr,”“g

r,
Porterts pastorate was 2 "periocd of formation and organization.®” In
a letter to Hr. William Taft yeasrs after hizs gervice, Rev. Porter wrote,
"1 am pardonably proud of the Sscond Congregaltionsal Thurch of Bockford . .
Fifty yvesrs 820, in the enthusiasm of early manhood, with uplifted hande
and with uvnfsltering faith, I evoked the blessing of the Great Hsad of
the Church upon the vhited and consecrated 1itile band that brought it
into bei&geﬁgg

In 18851 the Second Church had outbgrown its home, tal rather
than build an entirely new building, the congrégation voied to make an
addition to the church. Once completed, it served the purpose seven

vears. In the meantine, & larger structure was planned. The location

1. o cq , .
Perhaps this detell implies the animosity between the churches
st this date.

Q
’gﬁh&§shg History of Rockford, p. 308.

Fifty Years of Histery, p. 75.

Ibid., p. 76.

fbides p. TTe




of the church was the subject of some cowlroversy. HMany of the church
members felt that & apot north of Jtate Sitreet would be ideal. This

location would have plasced the church somewhere in the present heart of

Rockford. In 1855 a vobte of 11 to 2 of the board, however, resulted in

the decision to build on ithe corner of South Churech at Sﬁaséﬁéﬁ,gg a

. or
1it¥le To the south of the citg;j? The contract for the building of the

church was avarded to James Keyl of Ohic for a very precide sum -

%23, 478,78, The architects were Renwick and Auchmetz of New York. In

the autumn of 1858 the building was completed on a lok purchased from
88
H.. L. Rood for $3,000.” (See Plate III)
During the time of the planning and preparation for & new
¥hen Hr.

church buildiszy a change in the pastorate was made. Porter

lef® in 1853, the church was without a pastor for & year. In Descember
a day of fasting and praver was sstsaside by the congregation "that the
Divine guidance may be given in any steps that may Be tsken in relation

99 Two

to the calling of & pastor.”
call to Bev. Joseph Emeracn, former

Mr. Emerson was a graduste
GO

Church.

Seminery iﬁ:1855;; He had in his

wekks later, the church extended &
pastor of the First Congregstional
of Yele in 1B39 and the Andover

early vears been agsociated with the

9érﬁ ig of special interest fo me personally that the location
of the second edifice of the church sghould have been South Church st
Cheatnut, for my krandfatherVs business has been located at thet gite for
some fifty years, since 1910.

9?Qiaﬁﬁﬁﬁ Jubilee ~ Second Congregational Church and Society
(Rockford, 1924), p. 28. ‘

9

8Chareh, History of Reckford, p. 310.
99

Fifty Years of History, p. 77.

100 v s - P )
Churech, History of Hockford, p. 310.
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Western College Soclety. He served part of his five-year pastovate

we . . w4 102
r hig installation in 1854,

-

n the new South Church Street building aft

@

=

The building did not profress as rapidly as was hoped. Honey
was btight, and many of the mambers of the congregaition took it dpon theme
selves to morigage private property io provide money for the %gﬁeavor.163
Nevertheless, the building wss inbervupted inllI85T7Vvpy:a paricryhithusent
Bockford merchants into a frenzy. In spifte of conditions, the building
comnittes secured a sizeable loan of 86,000 fron & man in Hew Jersey,
again on the personal mortgages of land owned by tbem.184 The building
was completed 4n-IB58 and was dedicated ég Decenber 2 of that year, The
congregation continued to use it until the Spring of 1892, a service of
thiﬁtg—fcur*yearg.lgg |

Along with the completion of the church and the subsequent
change in church homes canme the extension of & new call o Rev. Jeremiah
Walton in 1859, "He was from the Williams College and Hartford Seminary
and came to Rockford from Troy, Wew Iork. He served the church until
186% with a "theology of the heart, rather than the dry teachings of
theological sehssls.“leg When he left his post, he was sousht out by

bishops of the Episcopal Church who eventually "induced him to take orders

a8 a ;ri&stﬁﬁlg7 The War Between the States began during Hr. Walton's

1G1Fiftg Tears of History, p. F7e

1623iamond Jubiles, p. Fl.

1O§Church, History 8f Rockford, p. 311.
104, s o
Dismond Jubilee, p. 28.
105, . - - :
Church, History of Rockford, p. 31ll.
06, . 0 o P e
Fitty Years of History, p. 78.
1077
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pastorate, and it is recalled that "the church was a rallying point when
the first company was mustered inte thesservice. They marched intcithe
e w4 108
church to the souvnd ¢f the drum.
In 1863 & new pipe organ was purchased for the use of the

, . » . 109
congregation, The price was somewhere arocund $2500.7 77

A 8light pro-
ptémvarose in the church when the orgen was purchased. It was located

gt the east end of thé bBuilding, opposite the pulpit. When the congres
gation rose to sing, they were forced fo "turn [%heié] backs to the mini-
ster to praise the Lord.® I4 then bescame necessary to change thelloestion
of the organ to the west end of the church incurring an additionsl

expense of @;,006,110

The fifties had been yvears of tremendous growth
for the Second Congregational Church. Figures placed new members enter-
ing.at a rate of about twenty a year. When the decade ended, 190 mem-
bers had been added to the roll.111

The history of the First Congregstional Church hecomes rather
diffienlt to follow st this point,. The accoubis of the rpapidly growing
Becond Chureh overshadow the asctivities Qf the Mirat Church. To recap
Briefly, Henry H. Goodwin was serving the congregation from 1850 1o 1872,
His pastorate was succésded by BeVy ¥ilderoBmithe Theodore Cliften fol-
lowed HMr. Smith, In 1888 William ¥W. Leete succeeded Mr: €lifYon. It was
Mr. Leete who delivered the dedication sermon of the Second Church's third

s 112 . s o N ,
building. There is 1little faciual informaition existing on the remain-

1 )
108y114., p. 78.

1§%§%§$ﬁ3§3§isteﬁ efiRockiordyip. J12.
li%&iﬁ%r”%&&ﬁaggixgzgﬁa\ P [42e

111 . . -
Church, History of Rockford, p. 310.

1§2§i&m§ﬁ§ Jubilee;, p. 30,
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ing mindisters, Only their names have survived; Frederick Bodman who sent
greetings from Filirst Congregational Church on the Fiftieth Anniversary of

13

the Second Church,l Frank M. Sheldon, Thomas Barney Thompson, A. R

Fiske and Barl J‘~Sell&rd.ll4
The Second Congregational Church continuved to thrive in Rock-
ford, Following the pasiorate ef;Jeremiah Walton, Rev. M. P. Kinney became

115

the pastor of Second Church in 18564, 4 letter written by ¥Mr. Kimey to

the American Home Missionary Society and dated Hovenber 7, 1864, regquested
that his address be changed from Jamesville to Rockford.116 ¥r. Kinney
remained with the chureh until 1870. Hr. Ralph Emerson spoke of the last
vear of MNr. Kinney's service ag the "golden year.”ll? Mr. Kinney was &
revivelist and his pastorate Ywyas distinguished by the most aggresgive
evangelical work." It is reported that lgrge numbers were brought into
the church during his service. MNr. Kinney's "high pressure" ftechnique

in the pulpit took its toll on him physically. But when it was known that
he only had a few months to live, he did not give up. He relinguished
some of his duties fto associates and slowed his pace. In June of 1870,

he tendered his resignation. He then moved to Kenosha, Wisconsin, knowing
that he hadn't long to live. Time proved the medical predichion correct,

but ¥Mr. Einney %died ., . . in the gﬂlgit.ﬁllg

llﬁEiftlvféarSvggfﬁistér?Q p. 51,

li&“Congregaticnal Chureh has Longest Activity,¥ Rockford
Horning Star, July 15, 1928, n.p.

115, . . - ) ‘
Pifty Years of History, p. 64.

1

iéLett@r, Mo P. Kinney to AH.M.S., Hovember 7, 1864, Chicago
Theological Seminary, Archives, A H.M.8, letter file,

117

Fifty Years of History, p. 64.
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| by Dr. Frank P. Woodbury of Heverly,

0

Mr. Kinney was
Hassachusetts., He had been schooled st Williams College, Union Theolo-
gical Seminary and Andover. Dr., Woodbury originated the observation of
Children's Day in the church. I% is now celebrated yearly at the fime of
Confirmation by churches the world over. Dre. Woodbury is renenbered as

119 N -
He served the Rockford Board of

"more than anything else, tactful.”®
Bddecation and Hockford College. When he left Rockford, he assumed a pas—
torate in Minnesotas for two years, but then accepted the secretariat. of
the American Home Missionary Association in Tew iark.lz@

In 1879 the ysareend report of the church showed that the
grganization would soon bYbe entirely free from debt through the gensrous
gapport of the congregation. The report further showed that collections
fyom organizations of the church to the present date for missions, poor
and miscellaneoussprojects totalled §32, 855, The Sunday School had
seven lteachers and fifty students. According to W. A. Dickerman, the
chureh maintained a cholr at all times even though accompaniment was
gometimes only a tuning fork Yexcepting when B, Houghton came down with
his hass vialu”lgl

During Dr. Woodbury's service to Sesond Congregational,
repairs were made on the church at a cost of £12,000. In 1885 a memorisl
building was dedicated at the rear of the church for the permanent use

of the Sunday School., A tablet commemorating the dedication of & gimi-

lar room in the third building to Fanny Talcott, infant daughter of

M9454., p. 80.

120 1i4., p. 81.

1z

.
e s - s - . n
"Anniversary Services," Rockford Morning Star, October,

1879, n.p.



Mr. and Mrs. ¥ A. Tal survived the disastrous Ffire of 189
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In May of 1885, the Pirst Congregational Church was the site
of the first meebting of the Illinois Women's Home Hissionary Sogiety,
At the Tirst meeling, Hiss Anna P. 89411, founder of the Rockford Female
Seninary, %as Hockford?s representative. 8She wss elected to the executive

123

committes at the tinme. Mise 23111 had been a very busy woman in thé

vears preceding the meeting., Her work in education formed the nucleus

for the Rockford Femsle Seminary, the school envisioned earlier by Theron
Baldwin and the friends of education. The founding conventionnof August’

of 1844 was attended by nmany distinguished gentlemen from Rockioerd, Illinois.
Members of First Congregational Church, the delegates included J. B. Potter,
E. H, Potter, A. Thomss, P. B, Johnsen, Jasson Marsh, V. A. Marsh, €. =.
Horseman, A. S. Miller. Aratus Kent was the chairman of the convention.
The convention of CGctober of that vear was atltended by Langing Porter,
pastor of the First Church, and Aratus Kemt then of Galena. The reso
lutions to make known the proposal of a college and a seminsry already

125

aited werse adopted at the August meebing. The conventions tock place

gt the First Congregational (Church, Beloit, Eigcansig.zgé
The May 27, 1845, meeting of the "friends of education' was

attended by Lansing Porter and C. Foster from Rockford At that meeting

lsziaaoné Jubilee, p. 28,

123 . e
Mra. J. A. Dizom, "Illinois Women's Home Missionary Union,"
Homeland Tidings, (September; 1910), n.p.
124, o .. . . " PR .
Beloit College Library Archives, "Minutes of Founding Con-
ventions,® August, 1844,
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See pages 1ll-12,
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Beloit College Library Adrchives, "Hinutes of Pounding Con-
ventions," Qetoher, 1844,
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it was resolved that

tre

The exigencies of Northern Illincis and ¥Wisconsin reguire that
there be a colleze and a Female Seminary of the hisghest order
located in this region, one 1o be located in Northern Illinocis
contiginous §§7¥isccgsiﬁ and the other in Wisconsin contiginous
to Illincis,
Thig resolution was most likely made to redtabelthé .aim of the group and
to put Torth their united purvose clearly after the seven-month separation.
The convention of October of 1844 was thought to have been ready to adopt
a resolution concerning the leeation of the college and seminary as has
been evidenced in the resolutions of that convention. BRiscussion deve-

128 14 october of 1845,

loped, however, and the decision was set aside,
the Rockford delegate was again Mr. Porter of ¥First Church,zand the nane
of Aratus Kent wass rescognized from Galena. The minutes of that meeting
reveal that the %eonvention then proceeded to the consideration of said
report on a motion to locate sald seminary at Rockford.® The repori was
laid sside, however, and a Board of Trustess was appointsd to take up the
matiter of the location of the Seminary. The business of establishing &
charter was referred to them as @eilolgg
The Board of Trustees served the interests of both colleges.
The mixteen trusitees iuncluded Flsvel Dascem of Chicago, Aratus Hent of
Galens who was elected President, B. H. Polier from First Congresationsl

Church in Reckford. The Board lost no time in meking preparations for

establighing the colleges. The Minutes of the Board dated October 23, 1845,

127 X . . . . .
Beloit College Library Archives, "Minutes of Founding Con-

ventions,® May 27, 1845,

128 . } , . . . -
Wirs, Robert ¥. Richardson, interview at Beloit Collegze
Library Archives, Beloif, Wisconsin, Hovember 29, 1968,

it
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oft College Library Archives, "Minutes of Founding Con-
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contained an adjournment to meet in Rockford.
ber 18, 1845, saw & proposal presented by Jasson Harsh from the citigens
of Rockford to have the Seminary located in that city. Familiar names
attached To the proposal ¥wereiH. H.. Botter, Daniel Haight and Jaeson
Harsh, all of the First Congregational Church., Pecatonica, Illinois, was
also suggested as a possible site. When the vote was itsken, however,

. s s . . ; 13
Bockford received sight ballots, and Pecatonica received only two. 31

The following day aneﬁhe;~&%eﬁing of ¥he Trostess wwas héld. -S4

that time, the following proposal was presented,

The undersigned herely pledge to the irustees of the Females Sem-
inary connected with Beloid €bllege, the a;g?gf %3500 to be appro-
priated to the erection of & building . . S

13%

The charter-of the college was issued in February, 1847. The minutes
of the ¥Waterbury meeting of Ocliobher, 1847, revealed that no progress had
been made Toward the establishment of the college. "The fact wasithat a
series of untoward events transpired at Rockford . . . the repeated

* B

destruction:of the hydrauliec wesks of the town which resulted in the crip-

v

s

pling of its improvements.” This unforiunate situatior

k]

prompied proposals

3

o

g

from other cities for the loecation of the Seminary. Rockford camé through
with a proposal of its own to the extent of $6215. The sum was made pos-

gible by the morigeging of the hémes of C. H. Zpafford, E. H. Potier and

130 ‘o . i . oo a - i}
3 Beloit College Library Archives, "Minutes 8f %the Bosyd of
Trustees,® Ootober 23, 1845,

131 . - " . .
Beleit Collegg Library Axrchives, "Minutes of the Board of
Trustees, ' November 18, 1845,
132, o . e cay . s P
Beloit College Library Archives, "WMinubes of the Board of

Trustees, " Wovember 19, 1845,

1373 e
';§elgﬁ§, Sinnissivpi Sags, p. 186,




Dre Luecius Clark.

The execubtive comnitiee of

under the

to "recognize the school already established in this place

b
oy

charge of Miss Sil1l . . ." From that point, the school developed throug

the pergevering efforts of B. Hubble Poller and HMiss Sill. It openéd its
’] £

doors to female gtudents in 1852&”35 Bev. Avsatus ¥ent, the man who had

been responsible for the very foundation of Rocklford, served as chairman

by

of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary until 1869. It has been said

that %no men has lived in the Forthwesti who has 8oliefd the impress of his

137

life. and influence on go many minds” Rockford Female Semihary has

now grown into a coeducational Libersl Arts College whose original wulld-

138

ings have given way to a new $1¥ million campus. The movement was a
direet wvesull of the fact that Hock River Valley settlers from New Bugland
or Hew York State "cherished the spiritual and intellectusl values of an
cldsr culture and wished to pravide their daughters as well as their sons
N , e . . W39
with the opperxdinity for education.
On June 20, 1888, Dr. Walter Manning Barrows accepted the call
of the Second fongregational Church. Nr. Barrows had been the secreiary

7

\ .. e s y 1 ) (
of the American Home Missionary Scciéty. On Ocitobexr 1, he and lHrs,

lgégeloit,ﬁcllage Library Archives, "Minutes of the Waterbury

Conferencey " QOctober 13, 1847.
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Rockford, Illinois,

136 . P e
Mrs. Robert K. Riclhardson, interviewgOUoweémber 29, 1968,

iﬁ?i@xaﬁia Fewhall, "Skefch of the Life and Ministerial Labors
of Rev. Aratus Kent," Jalens Gazetie, Wovember 23, 1869, n.p.
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Helson, Sinnissippi Sags, p. 186,
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¥ra. Robert K. Richardsen, indeweiew, Hovember 29, 1068,
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Barrows took pesidence in the newly purchased parsonage at 806 . Hain

-

Street. On accepting the post, Dr. Barrows paid tribute to his predeces-

S

sor and geve ong of the most distinguished descriptions of the pasiorste
of ¥r. Woodbury, "I esteenm it an honor and & privilege to be the successor
of ‘sueh & man as Hr. Woodbury and 1 gz church asz yours, and vet it is with
great diffidence that I think of following a leader so efficient and so
beloved in a church &o,imﬁgxtant.ﬁ;’l
br. Barrows was presiding when the Becond Congregational Church
celebrated its fortieth anniversary in 1889. On that éeceasion, Br: Barvows
disclozsed plans for the creation of a new and larger church building to
meet the demands of the growing congregation, Ih the following week, s
formal sdoption of the plan was made; & sum of $80,000 was needed. The
location of the new church was decided on as South Chuwreh at Green, and the
lo#l was puwchased, After a few of the small houmes were removed, conel
gstruction was bBegun. In the cornerstone of the building was placed a copy
of the Hegisfer«Gazette of the day containing a full account of the cere-
monies and speeches, complete with pictures of all buildings occupied by
the congragation. Other documents concerning the work and records of the
church weres: also included, The dedicatlioen ceremonies were Hay 20, 1892,
The major germon was delivered by the pastor of the First Church, ¥William
Le@ia.zég
The joy of the new church home was relatively short-lived, for
on February 20, 1884, fire broke out and gutied tha building. The con-
tents were completely desiroved, and only the stone wall partially remdined.

"Just how the bleze origingted was never definitely

143, S
Diamond Jubilee, v. 29.

Y421154., p. %0,




when he exzamined i% shortly before the fire startefd. He remembersd
b%sa&ée he had worried for Mrs, Chandler Starr who was practicing on the
organ, He was afraid she would become chilled. H¥rs. Stary left the
ehurch at approximately 12:30; the fire started about 1:00, and Ly 1:30
the bulding was destroyed. The cause was st last atiributed almeé%,céﬁn
clusively to the motor of the pipe organ, It svidently became overheated,
snd gparks ignited the %sﬁé.léé
The fire was one of the most spectacular events Rockiord had

witnessed in itsAhigtsrg.f Firemen fought the blaze courageously, bdbut
igy weather and infense cold severely hampered their efforts. One account
recalls how two gpectstors found s asorap of paper in the ruins. Upon
exemining 1it, they found it 4o be a hymn with the words,

By God, how wonderful thou ari,

Thy Hajesty how bright,

How beazutiful Thy mercy ssa
In depths of buvnihg light,

tas5
Dy, Barrows, il ¥assz repenbersd By his congregstion, stood in the rubble
of the church and without & faint werd ox falterdng volce sald, "Brethren,

let ug arizge and build on this spot & ysi more beauitliful temple to our

Lord,w4e (see Plate IV)

431044,

144 . .
"How Second Congregational Burns Down," Rockford Morning
Star, February 20, 1894, n.p.
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The old edifice at South Church and Chestnut, known as Central
Hall, was again uiilized for Sunday worshiyp, even though other churches

. <3

in Rockford offered their houses for services.. The congregation lost no
time in planning the reconstruction. The total expenditures of the first
church on the South Church at Green location had been $114,000. Insurahce

covered only $42,000 of the cost,. Still the church members were willin

{?ﬁ‘z

to pub their fime, energy and money intb the new project. Donaltions were

received From members’of thescongregation, and the Mendelssohn Club BP0l
sored a Benefii concert to raise funds. The concert was hailed a great

’ 147 " I 5
SUCCess, Budilding proceeded, and the new church was rededicated on

Decenber 2, 1&95.148

The new church was built on the ¢ld plan with some
changes to protect more adequately ag&inst,firés.légn (See Plate V)

In April of 1898 Dr. Barrows resigned to take the pastorate
of the Second Congrégational Church of Greenwich, Connecticut, On Febru-
ary 20, 1899,. the call was exiended to Rev. W. C. Hagkell, Hr. Haskell
was a bachelor from Maine. Son of a Methodist minister, Hr, Haskell had

T

put himgelf throvgh college and Seminary. He spent five yeare with &

Ghicago, then Peoria where he served the First Congregational Church. A
friend described Mr. Haskell as a man who refused "to be called liberal
1

. . .. 150 . 4
or orthodox . . . I congider him conservalive.® 2 . The major event of his

pastorate was the Fiftieth Anniversary celebration of Second Church.

A
l‘?ﬁi&maﬁé Jubildée, p. 30.

148
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Fifty Years of “;sterﬁ ps 13

149%&%&@3& Juobiles, p. 30.

150,
15 2Gur Present: ?aa%cyg” Hockford Morning Ster, November,

1899, n.p.






J. B, ¥hitehead was in charge of the arrangements. There is nething
but praise for Mr. Whitehead throughsut the history of the church., He
never hesitated to give of himself or his resources where the church was
concerned. He was described at the time of the anniversary as the man
yho has rendered such efficlent service and who has been & fowsr of
e o] : wl51
strength for many vears.
In an apniversary meport made by William Taft, the following
gsummation was made of the preceding pastorstes,
The foundation was lald dessp and wide and strong by sturdy My
Porter: the framewerk of benevolence wasg ralsmed and sel by a:
cious and charitable Jﬁgegb Emerson: windows to let in the light
and cheer the souliBy their beatty were set by ¥Walton and Kinneyy
the organ o meke melody in the heasrt was placed by Dr. Woodbury:
the great ftrusses thal hold the sitructure together and sirengthen
the fireproof wallg, the roof t% %. shelters and protects the
whole were lald By Dr. Barrows,
Further, & memorial address was delivered at the anniversary in honor of
. . ‘ - 15%
the late ¥W. ¥. Barrows by Dr. John Rarrows.
Mr. Haskell did not stay in Rockfowd yery long. In 1900 the
all of the church was exbtended to Dr, P, Miles Snyder who remained af
the church twelve yvears. Dy. Soyderrwas s man of ¥sitrong Christian char
.. . : Yy 7 AU 154
acter and one of the leading vpreachers idn E%hé] denomination,” 54 Dr.

Snyder was from Burlingtom; Verment. He-not only served as a leader of

Songregationallism locally, bub led in the state and national orgeni-

g
zaﬁicﬁ.igg Buring his service another zather gpectacular fire ccoured in

151, -

Dismond Jublles, p. 3l.

1521vi4., p. 83,

izﬁ}hii.ﬁ T. 28,

Wh1pia., p. 32

gggﬁégggyggatisn&é Holds Diamond Jubiles, " Hockford Mornin

Btar, November 1, 1924, n.p.
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Boscktord which again attected the members of the Congregational Church,
» & o e T 5o e o £ ’ Y P o
On January 1%, 1906, afver an existance of Tifty wvears, the spire of the

old second edifice of Becond Church was destroved. ¥W. H. Uook, the nsw
gwner of the duilding at South Chureh and Chestnut, aga&déztlg set the

cobwal¥s &f the bell tower asblaze with his candle as he explored his pro-
perty.. The spire burned three hours.. In the fower on one of the beams

=

wes found the name of Louls Hreasted and the date Hovembar-4, 186%.

the 1891 consensus 0of churches in Rockford listed three Congre-
gational institetions in the city.. Phe ¥irst Congregsiional Church was
gtill functioning at Kighwaukee and First Avenue and was estimated at
$60,000,. Its ministerrwas ¥. ¥. Leete. 8Hecond Jongregational Church was

loeated at. Church and North Btreets with Walter Manning Barrows as its

minigter.. TPhat church, the newly built strucibure, wis eetinmstbted gt
$150,000. In addition to these itwo, however, the index listed & third
Gongregational Church. No dthew ifformaiionvwassavdilable ontthe name
or locstion of the church, but the listing might have besen in refersence
to the Baptist organization which used the building of Second Bhurch for
157

its services femporarily at that tinme.

Yhen ¥y, Snyder left 8Sscond Congregational in 1912 to take a

position in Hast Hartford;,@omnectiséni;, heowas: succeedéd by aoman whoo
caused Second Congregational Church to embark upon a new era in its reli=-

gious history. The man was John B. Gordon, who delivered hia first ser-

mon on Bevember 10, 1912. r. Gordon was a source of renewed inspirstion
156, . " s
““n01ld Church Steeple Burns,” Rockford Horning Star, January 13,
1996, n.p.
157
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tant change tock place in the history of Filrst Congregational Church.

.

An article in the morning paper of May 17, 1917, disclosed a planned mer-

ger between the First Church and Westminster Preshyierian, ons of its

font

fa‘l&

fdaighters.” The account suggested that "harmony prevails in discus
It was planned that the Congregationsl Shurch and the Presbyterian parso-
nage be used Jointly by the two congregations. The final paragraph

s 1D

gxplained that the construction of the merger would be Presbyteris

60]

On May 21, Barl J.. Bedlard, then pastor of the Pirst Church, preached at
a joint serwvice of the Two congregstions. A nid-week meeting was proposed

159

to teke formal action on the plan. There is no further sccount of

that merger. In an article of Oetober 30, 1917, the church offered its
building for the use of the YMCA. The thurch was Jjoining, as a majority,
the Secand Congregational Church Ymaking a strong Congregational body.”

It seenms the indeYiedness of the church, the mortgage on the parsonage of
$2,500 and other expenses totalling $4,000 forced the church to take such
an actisn, "Ih view of all conditions, it was thought best not to cpen the

chureh agsin this fall, but to make this c%&agetﬁlg I%. is likely that

[}

the merger between First Congregational Chureh and Westminster Presbyter—

ian failed because the fongregationalists would have had to becoms Prege-

byﬁeri&gs,lgl The Pirst Church's building did not go *to the YTHGA; in

158, RN 5 .
*‘Church Merger iz Undédr Way, " 2.p.
159y ) oo . .
First Church had Twe Large Services for Union Sunday,"
Rockford Morning Star, May 21, 1937, n.p.
160, .. : . ¢ e SR - . .
Pirsgt Church is Gift to YMCA," Rockford Morning Star,
Oetover 30, 1917, n.p.
1861 , e . . . o
Dr,. Joseph C. Cleveland, interview at Second longregationsl
Church, Rockford, Illinois, June 26, 1?%8;




November of 1917, the Masonic Lodge purchased it and remains its owner

éadg§e1§2

Dr. Gordon was sought out by the Second Congregational Church
whose copgregation expressed ithe desire to have a minigter who would be
%z powerful spesker, a civic-minded leader, and a moulder of opinion.
At %%vaﬁg%@gé Congregational Church in Chicego was just such & man. John

Gordon was an immediate success that first morning. He spoke without notes
in a powerful and dramatic védee. In his thirty-five years of service to
Second Congregational, Br. Gordon became noted as a "philosopher, civic

. : w16 . . .
leader and speaker.® 4 In a,1ittle book of meditations collected b

Arthur Bigher, Dr. Gordon's words are Torever preserved to be freasured
The following selectioncis a part of thatl book,

Along with the gifies which are prieed thers are some that are
priceless. A thought Tor someone that needs it, ypraise o somew-
one who. degerves 1i, sympathy o someone who craves it, kindness
to someone whom the worl gﬁhaﬁ overlooked, affection %o zomeons -
who is sfarving for wt, /

The Zecond Congregational Church #rew during Br. Gordon's pastorate from

giightly ovexr 200 membafs to 38500 menbers to be the third largest Congre-
gational Chureh in the United St&tes,;56

Drs. Gordon had spent four years at Ravenswood Congregational

167

Church and four years in Grand Rapide before coming to Rockford. Born

162 . A
"Lodge Decides %o Buy Church," Rockford Morning Star, Nov-
ember 16, 1917, n.p.
163

Nelson, Sibpnissippi Ssga, p. 230,
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ﬁfhagaﬁtg for Everyday Living," Rockford Morning Star,
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‘“"Pagtor to Recall Wiach of
Rockford Morning Star, October 25, 1924, n.p.




16
in Canada,” he graduabed from the fhicago Theological Seminary in 1905,

The school awarded
Rockford, Dr, Gordon received numervus calls to accept the paaterats of
fthercbhurohes, These he torned down by saying, "1 have felt that my

work bere ig not done. The church has always been appreciative and has
anticipated every want of the pastor. I have the highest affection for

5

the church and the city and liks to feel that I am a permanent fixiure

16 . : .
heres” 9 Br. Gordon served as acting president of Rockford College

during his pessterate in RockTIord. He was very sciive ln numerocus civie
affairs, clubs and organizations. It was reeslléd by Dr. ¥Wilired Howell,
g cloge friend of Dr,. Gordon that, throughout his pastorate, "Br. Gordon
{%aé] 8 popular preacher to college students. He {gaé] 8 great friend

. , IR A0

snd advisor to young peoples.

Br. Gordon was the pastor of the church when it celebrated its

Seventy-Fifth Annivevsary in 1924. Several of the churchis former mih-

®

ighers and menbers returned to help the congregation celebrate the day.
Bev, B, Biles Snyder delivered the Anniversary sermon on November O,
1924, Pr. Prank Woodbury and his wife were to have altbended but dus to
wedical reasons meither was able to atdend. MHrs. ¥Walter ¥anning Barrows
retumed to repressent the pastorats of her late husband. Agsin, as with
the Fiftieth Anniversary celebration, J. B. Whitehead was in charge of

7L
arvangements.

168 s e s s o . . o
#8econd Church Pastor and His Wife,® Hockford Norning Star

Novenber 5, 19%%, n.p.

169, ., . , . . s
“foemgregational Holds Diamond Jubiles, " u.p.
1?{};2 t5 3 5 (. s & 1 3 ;
¥ "Farewell? I jmst can't say it,® Dr. Gordon Tells Congre-
gation," RockTrord Merning £ s Pebrusry 3, 1947, n.p.
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Dr. Gordon reflected in his remarks on the anniversary, "one

of 1}

’;b

g cutstanding characteristics in all cur history hss been the spirit
of unity snd the bond of peace which has alwsys bound us itogether, in

fact. T never knew & church sc harmonivus and so free from dissension.®

3

Drs Gordon went on to explain the tremendcous democracy of the church.
Its growth had bBeen remarkgble in the twelve wears he had been with the

congregation. The total membership was near 1300, and the Sunday School

) ) s

enrollment was between five and six hundred., New developments in the
work of the church were the addition of a kindergartern class during wor-

ship services, making it essisr for parents of small children to attend
gervices, and the Boy Seout @faa@.172 Throughout the pastorate of Dr.

Gordon, Second fongregational was noted for its liberal attitudes toward

173

other churches.
Gn March 26, 1933, a life pastorate was awarded to John Gordon

who had served the church for itwenty-one years. A service which was

B

funigue in the apnnals of fongregaiionaldsnf was planned for Hovember,

e,

At thet time, Dr, Graham Taylor, cowfounder of Hull House in Chicago,

I
v75 The' dalte was November 7 and had a

gave the charge te DPr. Gordon.
two-fold significance for the church. ¥ob only was it the anniversary

of Dr.. Gordon™s installation #n the church, but it was the anniversary

1721414., p.35.

lyggayal Brunson ¥ay, ed., The Rock Biyer %a}la‘~{3 volg.s
Chicago: S.. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1926), I, 256.

l?%ngré%uﬁ Churoh Trdbute Paid to Pr. Gordon,' Rockford Morning
Star, Joly 19, 193%, n.p.

175
“§§§ﬁﬁfﬂé lLesders Here for Gordon Installation Ceremonies,®
RBockford Mornine Stay, NovembBer 11, 1933, n.p.
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The annusl meeting of the church in

bership of 2,048 and receipts of §§§¥é§@;17? By the
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the mem—
bership had increaged %o 2,602, and the income was 3150,000. In fthat

pame year, plans wers disclosed for a new chapel which would be used for

178

In the following year Dr. Gordon

179

weddings, funerals and daily prayers.
asked for a co-pastor who would eventually suceceed him in the church.
During his total service the basement of the church was redecorated fo

include Bunday Scheol rooms, Hegtimated cost was 212,000, ¥Few lighting

s
o
s
@
]
o
i
=4

was instslled ap well, and the Ladies' Aid Society redscorate
. 18
Parlor for informal meetings,
Th December of 1946, Joseph €., Cleveland was called io join
Dr. Gordon al Second Congregational,. Br. Cleveland came from the Park
Congregational Church in Greeley,. Colorado. He is the son of a Methodist

minister in Iowas and gredusted frow Garrett Theological Seminary and

Congregational Theological Semihary in 1832. He had been ordained in 1973

4

n Kansag (ity, Hansas. He received his Doctor of Divinity degree from

Park College. Dy Cleveland served with Dr, Gordon untdl Februsryy of

Pl

176, . " . . .
?’“Llf@ Pastorate Here is Voted fo Dr. Gordon," Rockford
Vorning Star, Hareh 26,119%%, Hepe. .

177, . . >
‘?ggecoad Congregational Holds Annusl Meeling,” Rockford
Morning Star, January 13, 1939, n.p.

E?V”Saeaai Church to. Build Chapel,™ Hockford Merning Star,
May 14, 1945, n.p.

17 ,
%”gﬁ. Gordon Asks for (o=-Pasitor to be His Bvenitual Succege
sor," Rockford Morning Star, February 4, 1946, n.p.
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"Greeley, Colomado, Pastor Aceepts Call fo Bucceed Dr.
John Gordon," Rockford Morning Star, December 24, 1946, n.p.
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1947, when, after thirty-four vears of service fo the

Church, Dr. Gordon retired. Hisg retirement was not the end of his carser,

However. Dr. Gordon used the time diring his vetirement fo fravel exten—

X i82
ternational goodwill.® He served

twen tyﬁf1¥e vears 88 Direcier of the Congregsational Theologieal Seminarv.

In. 1949 the chepel which he had helped to. plan was dedicated in his honor.
The $250,000 Gorden Chapel was formally dedicated in 1951, At that time
Br. Cleveland anmounced that the chapel "would remain open "forever' to all

; ; R . oy wlB
‘comsrs Lor "medidtation, worship and prayewms?.t 2

186

In 195%6 during surgery
on & broken hip, Dr. John Gordon died.
Br. Cleveland received his first assistant in 1949,. Gene van
Exenenburgh. M. van Kranenburgh had reeceiveéd his degree from the Chicago.
Theclogical Seminary the previous summer  and had attended Washington Uni-

v at S%. Louis before that, He came to Rockford directly from Mazon,

g s BT o : . \ . .
Tilinois.” ' Wr. van Kranenburgzh served the church as education and youth

director. Ih 1958 he helped to organize a church on the North BSecond

ghareh, A donor had wohased the property from the

Btreet. property

Canfisld family: it had Been their home. He gave it to Second Uongrega—

tional which held the deed. 4 house to house canvas of the zres had shown

18z . e
Helson, Sinmissgivei Ssga, p. 231.

183
“idreeley, Colewado, Pastor Accepts €sll to Succeed Dr. John
Gordon, ™ neD.

184 - . . - . :
"iame Chapel for Dr. Gordon,' Hockford Mornineg Star, NHovem-
ber 8, 1849, n.p.
18545

Pastor, Wite Given Tribute," Roekford Morning Star, Januve
ary 22, 1951, . n.p.

186 e s N . W .
"Loeal Pastor, Civic Leader is Summoned," Rockford Morning

tar, Januery 27, 1956, n.p.
187

€3]
Sl

shtor Joins Staff of Second Congrsgationsl Church,®
s July 6, 1949, nep.

Rockiord Morning 2%
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The church

that the need for a Synday S
eventually became known as Hiverside Community Church.

In 1949 SHecond Congregational Church celebraied its One Hune
dredih Annivérsary: The celebration touched off a new expansion project
which included the Gordon: Chapel., Administration offices, a choir room
and a lecture: room were all part of the new structure to be built adja-
cent to the church.'®® TIn 1951 an endowment. of $18,000 was made by Mrs,
Juliz Lathrop é@iﬁhe‘yrsjﬁcﬁ,@f a Youth Center to be named Emerson Hall

O
and dedicated to. th& memery of her father Relph galésﬁﬁagrssauigd Hay

<

19, 1951, was the formal dedication of thaﬁ:rﬁsm&; A ecensus taken in

Q'
1851 ahoy&g Be 255 members in the Bescond Qh&reh.l”g

A néwininister of education for the church was called in 1951,
Hev. Helvin €. Dorset¥ from First Plymouth Congregational Church, Denver,
Colorado, where he had served six years was the church's first official
mintster of educatibn. He was extensively involved wilth the development

of the youlh program there. An ordained Congregationalisit, Mr. Dorsett

was educated at Southwestern University and received his théological degree

at Drewrand Tliff. He atbended zesdusie school gt Stant §§
188, . . . N .
Dr.. Joseph C, Cleveland, interview, June 26, 1968,
189
"Gongregational Church Launches Celebration," Bockford Morn-
ing Star, November 4, 1949, n.p.
190nyakes $18,000 Gift to Church, ford Morni
£i8, i to Chureh,” HeckTord Morning Star, Febru.
ary 26, 1851, n.p.
1%},% x wr 7 EYs
Dedicate New Hall in Church," Rockford Morning Star, May 19,
1851, n.p.
1920c. . 4 A N g "
Second Chureh Lists 3252 as Members," Rockford Morning Star,
January 12, 1951, n.o.
3

"New Minister of HEducation," Reckford Merning Star, Cotos.
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In 1952 Rev. Oscar lollman joined the staflf succeediung Hr,
Dorsett. & graduste of lepauw and Yale, Hr. Dollman came to Rockfoxd
from the Wesptchester Community Church, VWestcheslter, Illincis. Preceding
hig mervice there, he had been pastor of First Congregational Church,
Detroit, Michigan, and Plymouth Congregational Church, Des Moines, Zowa.l§4
Also in 1952, & new ank larger organ was purchased for the church at a
cost of $15,000,177

Second Congregational, like its preédecesscor .ithe First Congre-
gational Church, taskes an interest in misgsion work. A collegtion is
taken twice a2 month expresaly for the purpose of foreign missions. The

church pays toward the supnort of lir. Paul iilsen in a borys% school in

Tarkey. In 1958 the church ezperienced the "mission in reverse® when

<t
e
P
g

erican Boapd brouzhi Rev. K. Jo Mille and Tis fanily rrom Cavlon.

He served on the staff of the chureh in almost all capacities. His wife

s

often teok part in the ladies' societies, and nis children attended Sun-~

196 . - ) .
day School. ? The weciprocation of knowledge and the general sttitude

of Tellowghly and friendshin that the church membershin enjored during

Mre. ¥ills® stay maede the underitaking most reewarding., ¥When b, Kills

. , . - 197 . . e .
returned to Cevion in 1957, & he becmme the head of the evangelism movew

198
ment there. ~

194, ; . ; )
"Rev. Bolluan Accepts Post at Second Church,%® Roekford Morn

ing Btar, Septenber 14, 1952, neve.

195 a1 A s
““ngecond Cong Dedicates O
o]
o

Tocixiord Morning Star, November %0, 1
136

rgan Hebuilt at €15,080 Cost,™
52, N.Te

'Y

Dr. Jomeph €, (leveland, interview, June 206, 10268,
R . P S "
Ceyion's Firsgt 'Hissionsry' Leaves Rockford for Home,
Aockiord Mornine Stay, July 128, 1957, 1.p.
198

Dr, Joseph €. Cleveland, interview, June 26, 1963,




Meckel, HMr, Meckel

ceeding Gene van Kbanenburgh who had sccepied a pastorate to the Eirk of

101
o

(5]

Bonnie Brae in Denver.™ My, Heckel was-the mon-of a Congrsgational
miniater and wecelved his educatien at Chicegzo Theclogical Beminary.

Criginally from 8t. Paul, Minnesota, Hr. Meckel altiended Hacalaster Cols

lege hefore entering the Seminary. He had served congregations in 3teger,

o . 200
Illinois, snd Watertown, South Bskots, before coming to Rockford, In
P

o

198% the parsonage st 806 H. Main which had served pastors and thair
families for sixtyeseven years, since the fime of Yalter Manning Barrows,
wes soldy.and nowiithe large brick buklding has been comveried into a

. - . 201
Tashionable floral and gitt shop.

In Beptember of 1957 Rev. Fred K. Swett from Bosion was secured

t0 set up the educational facilities of the church. He succeeded Rev.

1]

Ogcar Bell@ian who had resigned in Jhne of that vear 14 accept a post in
F

202

Elnkoest,.. M. Bwebt was in charge of the Bunday School and Confir-

mation classes. He was specificelly called o develop the Teawily life

progyran of the church. He had bsen educated gl (lark Universisy, Gordon

ey s

College and Andover and had besn serving as pastor of the Community Church,

203

’%’5

fuster, South Dskota.

1

933?; Jogeph C.. Cleveland, interview at Ssecond Congregational
Church, Hockford, Illinois, Pebruary 15, 1969,

zggﬁgéﬁ Pastor Assumes Dubties, lontinues Family Tradition,”®
Rockford Morning Star, April 23, 1955, n.p.

201, . - , - ,
"Parsonage to be 30l1d,%" Rockford Morning Star, Hay 29, 1955,

GePe.

202 ... .
ﬁg‘y, Bollimeh Resigns ?&wt ¥ Rockford Morning Star, June 12,
[ d .
l§§{, ﬂs«éﬁ:-

203 . .
“"Rev. Pred Swett to Direct Hducation,' Rockford Morni:
Star, September 7, 1957, n.p.

¢



Vagner was studying st Chifiago Theological Seminary at the time. He cope

. . 20 . s
muted from Chicago to serve the church on weekends. 04 Richard ¥, Litterst

r of mugic of the church in

b

becane the f¥rst minist

f

from Becatur; Hr. Litdersi had been educated at the Uhlversily of Louis-
vilke and the University of Illincis, He also graduated from Unicn Theo-

He came diwectly from Omzahs, Nebraska. Under Mr

irs increased in size, and three completely new
Bell choirs have been added,

In 1957 & great undertsking was Degzun. The Bvangslical and
Reform Churches proposed a union with the Congregational - Christian
Churches to be known as the United Church of Christ. The Con

5
. . , 206 -
nion had been consummated in 1931, On Jume 26,

‘?ﬁ%

Reformed Church of the United States and th

Brangelical Synod

Americs had merged Lo become the Evangelical and Reformed Church. The

o
=3
B
<2
o
ks
=
5
by}
[
g
Y
i

two sxisted separstely for g tims bBefore they nerged with
tional - Christian Churchss, The two had existed in Burope, and their

histories had been "iouched by German pletism that developsd oub of the

,,ﬁ zg?

Protestant Relformation, In Ame 1§&§ Bvangelical and Retormed Churches

204 s . ,
"New ¥outh Director,™ Rockford Morning Star, September 28,

fﬁog
EAV Ly . wre s - - - ~
“Church Gets Hinister of Music,? Hockford Morning Star

eptember 7, 1957, n.p.

o

artzell Sgence, "The Cengregationalis¥s,” Look XXIIT
1959), p. 89.

3 : : c of Christ
&1?1#w&ﬂ @f Publicati - Uhited  Chur ﬁearé for Homeland
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The history of the merger had sgctuslly begun in 1%42. In

o
.
4]

minutes of the Genersl Council of the Evangelical and Reformed Churche

in

"

oflthat year were reporis af the suecessful conversations between that 0
Church and the Congregational - Christian Churches. The path was made to
the union. In 1944 the first basls for the union was prepared. Five
revigions and a serles of fmterpretations later, the plan was ready to

209

e approved. Unsuccessful attemplis were made to prevent the union, but
the advocates of the move won out. The basis for dissent was a feeling
on the part of many Congregstionalists that a merger of this kind would
. L. o Co s f, . 21@ )
be traitorous to the principles of Congregationaligmy The argument
for the merger relied on the principle, "independence in individual éon-
c o pell’ . ; . .
cern, co-operation in common concerni™ which had marked and gulided g1l

nergers of the Church since the beginning, But, freedom and auionomy can

be interpreted at will; it is a flexible prineciple even when appliedtby

.

. L 212 .
the church. Congregationalists have always sought a union of all
, . 1%
churches on the basis of freedom and Tellowship.,”™” Although the church

was fTor many years indeppndent, 1% has naw

Its history
hag been wriiten by .co-operation among 811 churches of the fenomination.

Its Councils meet to share and confer, not to legislate., They have never

2% ) . . . o
Dr. Joseph C. Cleveland, interview, June 26, 1968,

0
gbgﬁaré$i%rg History of the United Church, p. 34.

- 210 . . . i
"What are the ?W;?gzglas of Congregationaliem?” Christian
Century LIVI

(June 7, 1950), 695, .,
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handed é0%ﬁtéeci$iaﬁsgglé They can meke suggestions, but no ehureh is

bound to aet on them.glE

Upon: the declaration of union; various: committeés were set

16 4t overlin in

up te prepare a econstitution and a&statemenﬁieﬁ'faith‘z
1958, the first draft of the constitution was presented along with a
statement of faith whieh was not only readily adopted by the United Church

217 as well. At

but. adopted by "other parts of the Christian Commundity"
the Third General Synod in Philadelphia in 1961, the constitution and
bylaws were adopted, and the United Church of Christ was Egrn. Under the
construetion éf the Bvrangelical and Heformed Shurches all loeal churches
vere immedistely members of the United Chureh. 3Bubt the congregationalista,
in: their very strn&tuze,‘had‘the,ehoice'aﬁfjoining or not joining the
union. In Rockford, the Second Congregational Church and all other Core
gregational affiliations chose to uniteiwith the United Church @f‘Ghrist.glg
In spite of the Union, the Congregational Churches of America
have maintained their autonomy:; The merger was one of mission boards and
funds fomr service work, rather than govermment or worship. There were noc
policy changes nmade as & result of the mergagleg The United Chureh has

been: responsible for changes in the struecturing of businegs of the church

outside or the immediate worship service. The United Chureh, for example,

o7 4
241ia., p. 236.

215 .
5R§v;vFrank Goodwin, "Eleventh Trxiennial Council, "Portland,
Maine," Quilook LXIi (Uctober 26, 1901), 493.

glﬁﬁefﬁster, History of the United Church, p. 55-34.

AT 1h34., po. 34.

238 o g . _ ¢
br: Jomeph €. (leveland, interview, June 26, 1968,

219

Ibid,
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About the same time the United Church of Christ was taking

shape nationally, changes were made in the staff of Zecond Congregational

Church, Rev. Hobert b. Bradbury, & young ahd perscnable minister, bscame

. 1 - . .
assistant to Dr. Cleveladd in 1960.° #r. Bradburyv's service to the

3N
™y

O

church included much youth work. He helped to organize the

ship which Mr. Heckel had started. ¥r. Bradbury came from Bégebrook Com-

2+ -

munity Church, Skokie, Illinois, and succeeded Rev., Myron Meckel who had

222
eft Rockford &fter serving the congregation Tive years Hr. Meckel

Jroed

had accepted a call from the Church of the Light

[

d Window, Lelanads, Cal.

ifornis, which he gtill serves today. When Mr. Bradbury left Rockfiord,
he took over & congregation on the South Side of Chicago and from ithere

went to Washington State. He now serves as assistant minister in a
-~
224
1 Oregon.
In Jenuary of 1960 Rev. Richard Nielson was sent from the

Illinois Conference of Congregetionsl Churches to help establish iwo new

churches in Rockford. The conference had decided that with the increase

220 . .
Hev. Kenneth Press, interview st Woodside Congrega
Church parsonsge, Rookford, Eléiro;sg February 15, 1969,

221 ; .
“Church Issues Call," Rockford Morning Star,

m
KM'}‘
[N
o}
m
font

M},

Dr. Joseph C. Cleveland, interview, June 26, 1068
22% , X . s

; " "Pagtor Leaves to Take California Post, " Hookford Morning

gtar, October 2, 1960, n.p.
224,

Br. Joseph C. Cleveland, interview, June 26, 1968

(Q



in population

e}

tionsl Church. A

% EN Tas 3
nege LTwWo caurches

e

. e 225 e .. .
sterial Association.'"“” Mr. Nielson was known as an organizing mini-
225 ; . F D) (N 41 41 =Y
ster. There were iwe probable sites for fthe new churches avaiblable
in Bockferd, one on Seward Street to. the Southeast of the city and one at

. N . . - 227
Svring Cres¥ and Alpine Roads on the Northesst side. 7

Hielson co-ordinated a group of interested Congregationale

L I W

gt
iy
+
»
=

n these aress, These men and wonen were interested in

Juds

ists who lived

S

chartering & new church. There were to function as a steering committee.
It was up to the organizing minister, such as Mr. Hielson, to make contacts
with these people, meet with them, set times for worship and then crganize
the entire ﬁharch,ggg

In the organization of Spring Creek Cpngregational Céﬁ??hs‘the

whe

firet service of worship was held in Spring Creek School on Palm Sunday,

g 229 . . . -

1960, 77" Fr. Fielson was called to take the pastoresite of Spring Creek
. smpn 230, car s

Congregational in January of 1961, He stayed with the congregation

225 4, . s o
"Two Churches to be Built on the Bast Side," Rockford Morning
Star, January 22, 1960, n.p.

226, - :
) « Rev. Wilbur H. Bartholomew, interview at Spring Creek Con-
gregational Church, Rockford, Illinocis, July 3, 1968.

227
: "Second Cong Church; Growing Since 1849," Rockford Morning
Star, January 29, 1960, n.p.

=
N o P - -
Rev. Wilbur H. Bartholomew, interview, July 3, 1948,

230

Yo Snping M Chureh O g W :

X Spring Creek. Church Cglls First Pastor," Rockrord Morning
T o 2 1

Star, January 11, 1961, n.p.




aa e €3 e . N~ L T ™

until Sepltenmber of 1904, Dr.

b3 =z o P e oz s o Py £ ¥ L
delivered thd ssrmon on the occasion of Yhen Hr.

Hielson accepted the pastorate of the ¥First Congregational Church, Elkhart,

o 23% . s .o
Indiana, ” Dr. Charles Cooley was invited fto serve as interim minisier.
br, Cooley was a retired Congregaltional minister from the Chic ares.

He had Been the interin minister alt HSecond Congregational Thurch and the
summer pastor there while Dr. Cleveland had besm on a tour of the Middle
East. He took over the position of Spring Creek right after Dr, Cleveland's
return.. Th both churches he was warnly rpeciived, is kind and zentle

manner: combined with timely sermons made a lasting impression on those who

254

3

heard him spesk.
Spring Creek Congregationsl began to mske plans for establish-
ing @ permanent houss of worship. Funds were granted from the Illinocis
Conference, and loans were made from various sources. Heports were made
gemi-annually to the Bo#ird of Homeland Missions which was formerly the

Americen Home Hiéslonsry Soclety. These reports, howevern, were nol bhasic

to zaining funds for the church. The land purchased fop the new church

was bought by the Conference and the Board which also paid Mri Nielson's
The land was a five-acre thact at Spring Cresk and Alpine Roads,

2w

ek

2
]

sdditional three and a half scres were purchased from the

Orthodax Church which lay to the norith of the first site. As churches

7o Wilbur H. Bartholomew, interview, July 3, 1988,

¥

-
232, e . ,
"Installs Pastér-Bunday," Rockford Merning Star, May 20,

1961, n.p.

2334w . ,
"Wew Pastor Called for Spring Ureek.® Bockford Horning
Ster. Hovember 20, L%éjg Tale

234

‘Rev., ¥Wilbur H. Bartholomeyw, interview, July 3, 1968.
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completely

The Spring Uresk Bshool served as

gation wuntil one hundred members had been added to the

first anniversary in 1964, the records showed a growth

L - 286 , s ; N - . . 237
forty to 172, > At that itime, the chapel-sducation unit was planned.
f}f‘}f‘ = e - Py . A st'r» 236 e 3.
The $95,000 building was dedicated in August of 1962, In 1964 the edu~
. A 2’{3’% s N N v !
cationgl wing was approved at a cost of §55,000. OniApril 7, 1963, the

firat mervice was conducted in the chureh bullding. At pressnt the congre-

gation worships in what will eventuslly simply be the chapsl, {8ee Plate

i)

?I) The congregation plams to build a sanchuary when the need, growih and

funds demand and allow it. The chapel ssats 240 dincluding both the con

)

gation and the choir, The membershiy of the chureh at this tine is appro-
zimately 400 of which there is an aversge attendance of 260. 4 vearly
expected growth of ninety new members is offset by members moving out of

the ¢ity., Very few deaihs clain
250

whole is a vouthful one.

In Hovember of 1965 Spring Creek Congregatisnal Church called

2§§§§¥¢ Wilbur H. Bartholomew, interview, July %, 1968,

236 4 n .
"Church Marks Anniversary," Regktford Morning Star, April 8,

1961, n.p.
237,

Bev., Wilbur H. Bartholomew, interview, July 3, 1968,

ERTF S N
278 :
"Dedivate New Church Here," Rockford Morning Star, May 21,
196%, n.p.
239 e a
"Edacational Wing Plan Approved,™ Rocktord Morning Star,
February 14, 1964, n.p.
240

Rev. Wilbur H, Bartholomew, interview, July 5, 1968,
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Rev. Wilbur He. Hertholomew to become its second pasior. Hr. Bariholomew

241

came from the Community Congregational (hureh, Yew Hyde Parlk, He had

been sducated at Westchester State and Temnle Unlversities snd Union
Seminary.242 He remains the pastor of tke church today.

The choirs of Spring Creek Congregational Church date from the
beginning of the church, In 1964 the church added a children's choir to
the adult choir progran, In 1965 two more choire were developed -~ the
vouth and cherub choirs. &bout 100 persons are currently involved in the
four cheirs. The church school has grown too. The church has two separ-
ate church amchools and two staifs, totalling approximately twenty teachers,
Its enrcllrent is 150 te 200 students plus a nursery. The church also
prevides & two week summer Bible school for children.. The women of the
church can serve in any one of three circles.24j

Spring Creek gives partial suppori (about @500} 0 two nission-
aries - an sgricunltural missicnary in Indie snd & medical nissionary in
Ghana,., It also suppowris Prolestant Welfare and the Washinglton Park nro-
jects in Roekford. The chureh sponsors events rather thap clubs Jor its
memhers to attend. It plans no special programs, but beginning in Seplem-
ber of 1968, many or the memvers hecane involved in a prograc to relieve
the illiteracy problem in Rockford. A place has been provided by the
Amerock Corporation where fsachers snd gtudents can meet on a one-to-one

relaticnship.244

241 - n , .
“Trjew Pastor Called for Spring Ureek," n.p.
242 . .
"8pring (reek Congregational Church,” Rockford Norning
Star, March 25, 1968, n.p.

247

Rev, Wilbur . Bartholomew, interview, July 3%, 1968,

i
Ay,
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The church enters into the community in other areas ag woll,
It supports two basehall jeans, & mite team and an advlt men's tean.
Plans have been developed to establish a Girl Scout Troup in Septemder of
1268, Contirmation classes are held for twoe years, and two classes are
organized simultanacusly.245
The Congregational meeting oi the church has recently approved
the calling of a minister for the youth of the church. The auwthorization
came ag the result of a compromise. It was decided that the buiiding of
the ganctuary be set aside in Tavor of +the minister who iz &0 bhadly needed
at this tine, Ninety menmhers attended the annual mesting, a good turnout
for the sige of the congregation as a whole, A4t most neetings there are
gixty~-three or sixty=-four members present.246
The fubure oif the chureh is thus secure. The plans ior the
coming year are increased growith and expansion as well as extension of
the oultreach of +the cengregation's program, &t the samne tine the dent of
the church is reduced, Plans are being made for the eventual building
of the $anehuaryv247
#r, Nielson also served to establish the Woodside Congrega-
tional Church on weward wtreel. The firsi service was Palm Sunday, 1960,
in Buckbee 3Jchool. The ebject of estavlishing a church at each end of
Alpine Roadé ss the planned locations allowed was based en the projected
growth of Rockicrd. It was felt that Alpive would one day in the not too

digtant future ve {the center of Rockford. The growith of the city ia




definitely in an sagterly direction. The Spring Creel church, however,
began to develop more rapidly than the Woudside Church. 4 combined stesr-
ing commitiee had been organized for thé convenience of the minister, The
participation by members of the Spring Creel group often overshadowed the
contributions of the Woodside organization. Thus the littke group felt
depresged in thelr efforts. MNr. Hielson's acceptance of the call to Spring
Creek further reinforced the growing feeling of inferiority of the Woodside
band, Kr, Nielsgon had on:y been with the church six months, Little sub-

DA
stantisl progress had been made,tC

There were these in the cungregation who were ready to dilscon-

1

tinue what appeared to them a futile cause alter Fr, Hielson lei't, There
were others, however, that would noil abandon the project. These voices
were scmehow louder, and the churen decided to continue, The Congrega-

tional Conference of I1llinois placed a new minister in the congregaticn

. p 2 N . . . . o250
in 1%60¢?49 Rev, Robert Bond assumed the pastborate in December of 1950

3 The congragation ol thirteen ox
B
fourteen ned at Bucklee Sehopl\at;ﬁhat:tim&xfg“ HMr. Bond had bheen educated

< R, . . 25
and served until Septenber of 1961.%7

at Wayne state University an€ Oberlin Seminary. He cited the church's pro-
blems as “money is our biggest problem, we've tackled several nrojects

vinancially over cur heads, but each has proved its weorth. We're now oper-

245 . . . . .
4“Rev¢ Kenneth Presgs, interview, February 15, 1949,

#491pia

250 s . . \ ,
2 "Pastor in New Job Here," Rockiord Morning Star, Decenber -,

1960, n.p.
251

"hev, Jond Accepts Posty® Hockiord Morning Star, September 9,

1961, Tella

252

L

"Woodslide Congregational %o Breot First Bullding,® Hockiord
Borning Star, Harch 9, 1968, n.p.




PG 14

-
255

o

S

ating on & nearly Lalanced budget.” Hot having o bullding of its own

was the church's second problem. The congregation grew in the year of

3

¥r, Bond's pastorate from fourteen to tweniyeone members. During his ser-

. s 254 . 5 .
¥vice & lot on Alpine Road was purchased. 4 Woodside Conzregational

received its charter in 1961, and teok a vote on the calling of Mr. Bond.

A three-~fourths vote was necessary; Mr: Bond lacked one vote,  Thus he

S
left the church to. accept a position in Lake Mills, Wisconsin.~””

On Xovember 20, 1961, Victor Keiser was called to the pasitor-

-
@.‘te.‘?)6 He: cane from: Jowa where he had »een Direchbor of Christian Bducation

and YTouth tTor the state for ten years. He had been sducated at Nebraska
Wesleyan and Chicago. Theological Seminary. I was during his pastorate
that the location of the chureh meetings was changed from Buckbee School

m
to Jefferson Junior ﬁigh.a57

Mr., Zeiser healed the wounds which had wlagued
the development of the: church. S#ill the church grew slewly. Some mem-
bers wanted to get' & uilding progrem undervay. HMNp. Xelser, however, was
. . . 258
close to refirement asge and felt the Job was toe demanding. 58 He moved {0
. ; . e g 250
Dovner's (Grove as an associate pastor in October of 1064, 7~

When M1, Keiser left, the church obtained the services of MHrs.

253 . \ . . . :
BJ“WOOd&lde Pastor Assumes Duties," Rockiord Morning Siar,
Decemver 5, 1960, n.pe.

254

“Pagtor in Few Job Here,® n.p.

a8
75"Rev. Bond Accepts Post, " n.p.

256 . .. . .y ;
“"“lev. Kenneth Press, interview, rebruary 1%, 1969,

Patid
“jT”Eew Pastor Here Sunday," Rockiord Horning Stsr, December 2,

1661,
258, , . e - .
Rew,. Kenueth Preas, interview, February 15, 1969,

259, . . ; - . . . A
’7talice Snow Ends Term &S rastor, " Rockiord Morning Star,
Pebruary 26, 186%, n.p. '
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Alice Show, a&n ordained nminisiter in her own right and wife of the pastor
gf RBeloit fongregational Qhurwh,26G Hrs. Snow was originally to serve ag
interin nivister only for the month of Hovember; but hLer sexvice extended
into June of 1265. Mrs, Snow was & source of renewed life in the church,
The first Sunday of her pastorabe the atﬁendancé was approximately nine
adults and ten children. After ithat week, attendance hovered arvound sixzty
through June. Again, as after the less of Er. Kielson, Mr. Keiser's leav.-
ing brought discussion of whether or not the church should centinue. Dr.
Snow came down from Zelolt to help. Again, it was degided to continue the
effortsegél
In July of 1965 the church called Rev. Tenneth Press t¢ be
its permanent pastor. HMHr, Press came to Reckford from a sumuer ministry
in Gratf'ton, Wisconsin. Heé had gradvated Irom Bden's Seminary, Webster
Grove, Missouri., Heé and his family moved into {the parsonage on Seward

Street-zsz Bockford was his Tirst pastorateigb

1

A

At this time in the
developnment of the church, the congregation was meeting in the Woodsid

. . s oy 264
Branch of the YMTA.

@

The congregation moved into it as o resuli ef the
gongregation of Jur Haster's Methodist church moving into their own church..
The direction of the church has been directly up since the calling of fir.

Press. He described his pastorate®s suecess as M"riding on the crest Hrs.

260 ” .
Yalice Sanow Bnds Term as Pastor,” n.p. Again we see the
link vetween Northern Illinois and Southern Wiscousin and the subsequent
iniluence and fellowship between them.

261 , ; . « , -
Rev. Eenaneth Press, interview, February 1%, 1969.
262“{' - A ot b W Fl® 3 3. o -
‘Woodside Pulpit hes New Pastor," Rockiord Mornmiang Bhar,
uly 3, 1965, n.ve.
263

“Rev, Kenneth Press, interview, February 15, 1369,

) . i e
2 4”%@@d@lde Pulpit has Hew Pastory? Depa.
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Snow bulltes” There have veen ups and downsg, but never g thought ol stope
pingozgﬁ
In the Spring o 1966 the church was not really sirong enougn
to think of undertaking construction.oil a permanent buildivg, dbut it was
thought that it would we well to make & beginning toward such a sroject.
The church had a membership of aeveﬁtyueight. They voted to go forward
and set uo a study progrem. They werked all summer and in the Fall of!1366,
the church was crgsnized into committees., ALl aspects of the churclh -
ite eduvcation, worship, administration, building -~ were considered. The
study involved the church through the Spring of 1967, At that tine a sur-
vey ot the property on Alpine Road was made,. A build1ng committes was
elected in the Swnmer of 1967. They drew up a list of architects. In the
Pall of 1967 Keys and Hestrus of #sklawn were selected. Iy the Spring of
1968 plans were well along.%6 In March of 1968, when the church reached
8 membership of 100, ground was broken for a $70,080 unit of South Alpine
at Upland Drive. {See Plate ¥IT} At that tise ne date was released for its
compie%iOn.267
Indeed the congregeation didn't knew when the church would be
ready for oeccupancy. In January of 1969 the church undertoock a capital
fund drive. The goal was $20,000 over a itwo year period. %When the Sunday
arrived for the pla&gem, the congregation found that they had raised
£20,500 in that one day. Hr. Press calls the event one of the "high marks®

in the church history, "not jusit because we raised the money, bul because

these who had thought it was Just a dream were convianced. The guesiion

"SEL‘T

eb — . e o o e
Rev. Kenneth Press, interview, Pevruary 15, 1969,
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was no longer if, bub when."” The $20;000 was ralsed through equal pledges
of the congregation; there were no excepitionally large contribuiions. The
church thug sought out bids. They hed difficulty get¥ing them in line with
thelr price, and they ultimstely had to accept one over their budget. But
a gift from Second fongregational Church helmped them to meet the figure.gég

Woodside (omgregational Churech is.now made up ¢f 129 memhers,
Bomt of the congregatien are in their thirties, a'yomthful group as &8
found in Spring Ureek Congregational. The congregation is about 25% of a
Congregationel - Christian: background, 25% of sn Evangelicel and Heformed
bgekgraund and 50% of varied hackgrounds., Of these, very few had & pre-
vious church aftviliation in Rockfcrd.269

The worship of the church is divided between Sunday School
clagses and services. The Sunday School is made up of nine elasses and
meets Sunday mornings at 9:1%. The regular worship service follows at
10:30. There are vresently eighty members enrolled in the Sunday School

program. A choir was crganized in the Fall of 196% and curzéntly has
deventeen mambe?a.g7a
As 7ot the church has been unable to enter inte the community
ag far as service projects arve concerned. The United Church of Christ and
the Illinods Conference continue Lo pay some ol the expenses of the church,
but the emount is deereasing yearly. »his year the appropriation was $3500
which was a 500 decrease from last yvear., The church had voted to enter

o
into the Unived Church ef Thrist at the time of its chariering in 1961.“71

268 . N s . ‘ . .
Rev. Kenneth Press, interview, Fehruary 15, 1569,
269, .
7 lbld '3
270
Ivid,
271
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Riverside Community Church has had an interesting growih gince
ite dnception in 1949-50. The property which wap designated as the new
ehurch included. a parsonage, sechureh wuilding snd a building for edu-
egtion which had once been s factory bBuilding and a sevensroom one-Lanily
dwelling. The three buildings all line Rock River and are set on & three-
gcfe lot worth $25,000. The 100,000 property lends itseld to a different
kind of worship service. "Instead of stalhed glass in the sanctuary, a
Cinerama-like clear windowy provides worshipers with an inspirational view

272

of the river; trees and sky." (8ee Plate VIII) The wership center

itself was consiructed by the men of the church.273

“MPhe church was organized by Gene van HKranenburgh, associnte
pastor oi Secend Congregativnal Church., HMr. van Kranenburgh oulined his
slan of action asm, "it appearsz that we must get together a group of intere
ested citizens whe will act as a Christian education committee, The task
of this group will be te maske inquiries as to the needs of the people of
thia ares.and then set up a program to help meet these needs, The pro-
perty is adapied especially to ocutdoor activities and we are going to seid
up & Christian day canp to run this summere, It iz our goal that vy Sep-
tember oi 1950, a8 regular Sunday School will be established for the chil-

dren of this area. This is the first step toward the establisbment of a

274

gommunity church."

“The first service of the church was held in the living reen

-
| c..l‘gﬂgjaﬂk felson, "¥ine Acres has Hall Dismond," Rockiord Horning
Star, October 20, 1961, n.p.
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of what had been the Caniield home on Baster Sundey, 1950, MHr. van Kran-
enburgh conducted the service, but he was assisted by James Diets, an
Evangelical and Relformed student. ¥r. Dietz served the chureh further by
cenducting a survey of the neighborhood . {ind out the needs ol the ares.
1 A 3 41 - > ) 275

He served the church during the summeyr of 1950,

On Hovembexr-l, 19%0, DPr. Harvin K. Brandt took charge oif the
gservices, A graduate of the Yale Divinity Schosl, Dr. Brandt served both
Riverside Community and a churech ian Caledonia during 1950.and much ef 1951,
He was a resident oif Beléit, Wiscongin. Nembership of the church was
aided by the visit of Dr. Ira Black of the Board of Homeland Misgions in

) , - ‘ . 276
1950. Dr. Black set up a camp which largely centered upon evangelism,
Dr.. Brandt was called to become the first official pastor of

the church on Beptember 1, 1351, The charter of the church had bheen

iggued in January of 1951, The roll was:left open until Haster o: that

7

Y

year, The charter List eventually numbered seventy-iwe nemvers.
On #ctover 5, 1962, +the church voted o seek membership with
the churches of The Congregational - Christian Unico. Application was

made on Qetober 12, 1952, and the recognition service was conducted on

£y
\ . 275 . g} - . A
Wovenber 16, 1952, " Ofiicers of the church hed been elected in Janu-
s aeme 219 \ . . . o C s .
ary of 1952, Phe menbershin at the time of the recognition service

80
had reached 120 with a @uaday School enrollment of lOO.zJQ

275, - . . .

“'“Rev. Ralph Fry, interview, Riverside Community Churoh,
Rocliford, Jllinols, February 15, 19569,
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Riverside Congregational Recegnition Service, n.v.
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“Reve Ralph Fry, interview, February 15, 13649,

280, . .
Riversice Congregationsl Recognition Service, n.o.
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As early as January of 1992, Riverside Compunity Chureh had
established & nursery service for parenis of small children wio wished o
~attend servieces, Confirmation classes had alzo been organized. In Febru-
ary, & Young Peoples' organization was being set up. During Dr. Brandifs
service to the church, summer ministers were secured te divect the youth
recreation srogram.. One such minister was Leslie Allen who was a student
at the Chicago Theclogical Senina¥y. He served Riverside Church during
the gummer oi 1952.28;~

In January of 1954, Dr. Brandt retired. He had come oui of
retirement to serve the church, and conce it was well on its way, he fell
ke could re-retire., He Became pastor emeritus of the church, Louis
Taylor from the Chicago Theological Seminary had been associate pastor
under Dy, Brandt during his underzraduaite work #ia Chicago. In January
of 1954, he assuned the pasiorate full time, He had io commute from
Chicago untii his graduation in Junexgga

Whesn Mre.Tayvlor left Riverside Church for Plymoutlh Congrega.
tional Church in Feline, Illinoisg, the church was without a pasbor for
geveral nmonths. Beveral ministérscoccupied the oulpit during the months
in 1955 before & new minister was called. Dr. Marvin Brandt returned, as
d4id Rev. Leslie Allen, When Mr. Allen left, he apsumed a pasitorate at
the Hoscoe Community Church, Roscoe, Illincis. Robert Clark was another
of the interim ministers from the Longregetional and Chrisgtian comfer@nee.uﬂ?

“In August of 1955, a iformer Army chaplain from &von, Illinois

cane to the pulpit of Riverside Community Church. Rev., Marvin Haris, who

281 , ) R . L
l%evq Ralph ¥Fry, interview, February 15, 1969,

T bid,

28%..
“Epid,
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had bteen ordained in sontana, came to Rockiord frow fne Avon Pedesrated
Churcl: where ag had served lour years., Hre YNaris wag suiopeguently called
te zeguze the pastorate obl Riverside Church., DHuring his service The cuured
begcan to grow and sypand, The total membership in January of 19%6 was
18%,. A Children's Cholr was formed in the same month. The choir included
ehildren in grades one through fthree. Chitdren isn grades rTour throvugn
six were already involved in a choir.284
The youth program ol the cihurch was making good mrogress. The
sunter recrealtion program lasted ten to eleven weeks, 4 principal oy
gschool athletic director was emvuloyed each sueney to bhelp orgenisze the
programe. 4 new bullding wag in the church's fuiture nlans. The conlerence
was lending some finaneial support, but the church was generally scli-
supporting.285
On Qetober 31, 1957, Rev, llarvian E. Haris regigned fo acceot
a eall to Bethany Congregatienal Church, West Terre Haute, Indiana.
A ramiliar pagltor, Rev., Louis 3. Tayler returned t¢ i1l the pulpit in
the interim, In Januvary of 1958 a ney pastor wes called., Reve 4, Hobert
Zinn from a rural parish in central Illin.is accepted the pastorate of
Riverside Chureh, wr. 4inn had graduvated fron Alma Collepe, JAlma, Hichi-
zan. Though he was not yet ordesined, he was llowed to serve 25 minisiex
under contract with the local Clongregationsllst Poard. He aserved uniil
1960, %%°
During iiv. Zinntsg pagtorate, the church listed 200 saembers and

about nirnety enrolled in the Bunday 3chool nrogran. In Mey ol 17459, the
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ehureh gained property fron Industrislist Iyl Hartin. The house which
was obtalned served as & parmonage, dut i1 is no longer used as such.
Algo in Hay of 1959 Iive Circles in the Women's Gulld were farmed.gg
On Aprdil 7, 1960, Hr, Zinn resigned %o complete his studies
at Chicagoe Theological Seminary and to get his Doctor of Divinity degree..
An interim nminister was oblained in Rev. B. George Krause. He gerved
until mid-suwnner when he resigned to serve students at Northern Illinois
Univerwity, Dek&lb. Rev. Bruce farlson was then secured to sesrve the con-
gregation through Christmas. He was assistant professor of theology at
Beloit at the time.288
Rev, Haves White from the First Presbyteriar Church of Eelton,
Texas, was called to take over the pastorate on July 1, 13961. Interim
ministers were secured to fill in detween Christmas abd Julyaggg It was
ncted at the time Mr., White was called that Rowert Zinn had accepted a
position in Richmowci.ggQ M. White came originally from Pennsylvania
and veceived his education fron the University of Texas and the Preghy-
terian Theological Seninary, Austin, Texag, When he accepted ithe pastor-
ate at Riverside Church, he became the chaplain of Woodward Governor, &
mnanuiactuwring vlant in nearby Loves ﬁaxk.ﬁgl lir. Meckel of wecond Congre-

D
gaticnal Church had previously served as& chaplain of the &@myanyeng

230 0. y . .
29 "Riverside Church Fastor to be Installed Bunday,® Rockfurd
Yomning Star; Hovember 4, 1961, n.n.

291,,. - . . i ; , y o
? "Reve white New Paster at diverside,” Rockiowd Morning Star,
Julfj 1g 1961? Nelle

ny

"Pastor Leaves o Take Calil'orpifd Post," n.p.
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Dy Joseph 0. Dleveland delivered the sermon at the ins
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nies Tor the. Reverend Mre White. ™

In April of 1963, Rev. %Zalph Pry who had gerved the
I s ¥ b
interinm pastor sinee July of 1967 was called to the pastorate,

had been a teacher at Haskell School. Qriginally a gzraduate of

in Chicago,

294

College in Indiana and Sethany Theological ~Seminary
assuned the pastorate-oi a congrezation of 180 nmeabers. x.

was ageln called upon to deliver the sermon at the installation

talladion Cerenom

church as

My, Fry

Henchester

S
bt
(T

Gleveland

. 45
sService.

Riverside Church has a nine acre 1ot which, as Mr. van Kranene

burgh suggested, is perfectly adapted fex an outdoor orogram.”
recreation program was ofiiclally undertaken in 1957,
the first recreation director.
tumbling, acrobatics,
t0. huild sportsmanship and characier among boys and girls.

| ; I . . 297
to. attract "“un-churched" hoys and girls ef the communitye. 7

[ale Y
. : . g N N - D
ig involved in men's goftbvall and Little League baseball "

i e « . 29
a Cub Scout Pack, but the troup is no longer~acﬁivea‘“9
The Communitz Church 1ls organiged in response 1o a

neighborhood,” It is not a nationally organized institution.

293

*’)96

Dennis L.

Phe surner

Hill was

The progrsam, which includes baseball,

batorn twirling, aritsg, craits and other gkills, tries

It ie designed
The church

It did sponsor

need in the

Az has been

D s . ) - o
“Riverside Church Pastor to be Installed Sunday,” n.n.

ey - ) \ . g
“)$"Rivarsi&@ Oharch Calls Rev, Fry," Rocklford Hopning Star,

April &, 1968, n.p.
‘ 298
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6
Riverside

“unev, Fry Instelled,” Rockiowrd Horning Stax, June 29, 1968,

Community Cowrch," Rockford Hornines Star, Auvgust &,

297 . L i . . ;
'?R@V, Ralph Fry, interview, Febyuary 1%, 1969,
298, . - R ,

Mipiverside Community Church,” n.p.
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“'}Kevm Ralph Fry, interview, February 15, 19069,



e 0105 we

pointed esut, it was Decond Congregational Churech which nrovided the neg-
egsary fnpeitus to organige tne church., The present nembershipn is about
200, Seme oi this greup is from Jecond Congregational Church, and sone
come frow other communisns. The church wmenbers have voied to hecome part
of the United Church of Christ. Two choirs serve the worship service;
an aduwlt choir serves regularly, and @ childrent's choir is orgenized peri-
odically»soo
ThQJSeconé Congregational Church has made some changes recenily
ip its ministeriazl staff., In 19567 Rev. John Hiliicker succeerded Rev. fred
Swett as miaister of educatien. Hr. Hilficker had eome to Rockford frem
the Church of thé Brethren, Oesklawn, Illinois. He now serves &5 assis-
tany minister-of First Congregational Church, Bvansion, Illimoia.sol He
served until 1966 &t which time Dale RB. Beaman hecame the minigter of the
gduncation department of the church. Mr. Beaman wag a Baptist ordained
ninister, who had previocusly served ¥i. Wayne, Indiana's First Baptist
302

Churche In 1969 Mr. Beaman resigned from his position to assume the

. s . \ . T 50%
pest of assiastant minister %o & church in Short Hills, Hey Jerseye.

In 1962 Mre Litterst, the minister of music of Jecond Congrego-
tional, ended a long and exhausting search for a new orzan for fthe worshin

services, He ifound a four menual Sikinner ixn Dayiton, #nic, whieh was oubsew

; .. . %0 . ) -
quently purchased for aporoximately $30,000.” 4 It was intreduced and

7P ruia.

301 - . - . . o
“TDr. Joseph T. Cleveland, interview, June 26, 1963,

2y
302, . s .
Yhaptist be Assume Pomition at Becond Uongresationsl,®

fockiord Horning Star, October 2, 1965, n.p.

303

Dr. Joseph C. Cleveland, interview, February 15, 196%9.

304 - .
i Canpbell Titchener, "Inteusive Seapch Leads o Llusive

Ohureh Qrgan,® Rockford Morning Star, Hay 6, 1962, n.p.




'3

dedicated on Easter Sunday, 1962, At that time a key stuck in the esrly
part of the gervice, and a portion of ihe volume had to be turned off,

Tn 1964 when Rev, Robert Aradiury left the church, Dr. Charles
Coolev was secured to serve as interim minister. In 196% a new assistant
minister was called. Rev. Grafton Thomas cams to Rockford from the pag-
torate of First Congregatiomal Church, Chicago. Originally MHi. Themas
was from Hinsdale with a Uongregational background and ordanations U2  ay
present, he 8till serves in the capacity oif assistant ainister, but the

o s . L B . S0E
church is without a minister of ecducatien.

On Saturday, August 10, 1963, Dr. Joseph €., fleveland announced
that he plang o relinguish his position as pastor ol the SJecond Church
aiter twenty-two years ol service. He requested that the chureh "locate
and call a new senler minister for the 2300-membewx church." Dr. Clevelsnd
will retire when a satisiactory new leader can be called. He znd lHre.

. . e p s BT
Cleveland plan to remain in Rockford after his retirement.

In the church's annuval report of 1968, Dr, Cleveland reviewed
his years of service, He atitributed the successg of hig winistry %to.the
fact that “no man works alone. Whatever gains may have been maide in ithe
Life of the chureh are a result or the esooperative endeavors ol the chureh
Eagid EA g o085 L o B A ‘ b SV £ 36{%
gtaff, the officers, and the membership as a whole,.

In gathering together the statistics of the service of Dr,

Cleveland, it was noted that there were 943 young »people confirmed, 3,199

Etel:

)O)ﬁf* Jogeph €. Cleveland, interviev, June 26, 1965,

ﬁOégr; Tosonh o . . , . .
e Jogeph . Jleveland, interview, February 15, 1960,

s

o "Dr. Cleveland to Retire from Second Congregational,™
Rockford Morning Star, August 10, 1968, n.o. V

w08
o o Adnnusl Report of Second fongresationsl Uhurch {Rockiord
Illinois, 1968}, n.p. '
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new members received, 1,387 children papiized, 1,087 narrisges and 1,617
fonerals condugted. The church undertook geveral projects which were the
first of thelr kind in Rockford. These indluded lLenten breskiasts, Hid-
night Christmas #ve services, Handbell Choirs, Rhythm Choir, Tower Players,
the first ecumenical Thanksziving service, the first telexised Protestant
worship servicea(@as%@r}, Rarly Sunday CemmuniOns,Eog

Dre. Cleveland referred to the oubreach ministry of the church
agrwag exempliiied in the service of Reve ¥eo J. Mills. Hest recently ths

10 The school

church has financed a Neighborhood Day Hursery Sc:haol.fJ
gerves children in and around the vicinity of the church, Three paid
teachers suvervise in two sessions ef sixteen childrezn, Volunteer drivers

e
trangpert children to and from the charch,’ll The church has establighed

a church library which iz centered in Mead Library in the church Building.

12

i

A radic. ministry has Leen in operatien fer sixteen years,”

e

The physicdl situation :of the church has been-affected during
the pastorate of Dwvi Cleveland as well. Goreon Chapel, Emersen Hall,
slready mentioned, and redecoraltion of the Main Janctuary have all been
accomplished during his service. A remadelling of the enbire north section
oi. the chureh for educatisnal, soecial aund Tellowshin needs hag alsc heen
completed, Host recently the church has sought to agguire downtown »ro-

perty adjacen® to the church itsell ror parking and "expansion" purpeses.

Total expenditures toward the endeavor have ¢ome to approximately £750,000.

511 \ . ] y . . s
- "Dr.. Joseph (. Cleveland, interview, dune 26, 12468,
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Dre Cleveland listed twelve goals which he fermed Yunrealiszed.”
Thege included the selection of & new pastor, the filling of the vacancy
left by ¥r., Tesspan, the establishient of a significant youth ministry,
the gecuring ol pledges to cover "expansion® prejects, théd fulfilling of
a promise of aid te Woedside Congregational Church, development of a
Community Service committee and sempletion of the Vellore mission project.
This last goal refers to the Vellore ¥Medicael College in India which has
been established in co-aperation with Dr. Hugh Johnson«glq
These unrealized goals will owe their completion to. the work
of the new pastor of the church. &s of June 1, 1969, Dr. Cleveland will
retire after his twenty-three years of service. On March 16, 1969, Reve.
Robert. H.. Midgley of Madison, Wisconsin, received the call of the Second
Congregational Church. He will assume. his duties at the end of the sunnew,
My Kidgley has been pastor of the Lake BEdge Congregational Church in
Madison f'or seven years., Before that he servéd pasborates in Milwaukeg,
Wisconsin, Vermillon, South Dakota, Green FKiver, Wyoming and Framinghanm,
Massachuseita, Fe was ordained in Framinghem in 1947 after attending
Vorthwestern Universlly and AndoversWewion Seminary. He is originally
trom Worcester, Massachusetis, The minister 'was wvalled as a resukt of a
unanimous voie of bhe cengregation after hearing him sgeak.31§
It is perhaps as true today as it was in 1924, when the followw

ing sumsation was nsde about the 3econd Congregational Churen,

The Second fongregational Church of Rockiore is needed im just the

place where it is,. The story of its liie is apn imspiring one, ot

its greatest work lies in the future, not in the past. We feel
that 1t is ned a2 monument to departed glowxiesm. Ita work is in the

515, ., " , . ‘ . . .,
YGongregational Pesbor Appeinted, ™ Rocliropd Merning Star,
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the Living »resspt, ite thougbts aust be of ltomorrow,”

Congresatiovnniisn in America hag veen chearacteriged in the last
century by the same three principles which have vashioned Congregetiocsgle
imm For the last nine generations - helief in the 3ible ay the sole author-
ity of God¥s will in all matters ol faith, pracfice and government; reli-
gious truth can be learned in any acquisition of 1acts in any depariment
of knowledge; and Congregatiocna.ism is pré-eminently a layman's tyve of
religior. Congregationalisn aifirms tihe doctrine of separation of cihreh
and stete, Lut recognizes that the church 51ill has a reshensivility to
paintain a social standari¢317 Ag Second Congregational states it, "We
hold no ereced as binding but uphold the right o) iadividual conscience,
Qur stetements of faith are testinonies rather than tesis. The goirit
ol Christ is our avbthority. Commitment o the Christ-spirit unites pecple
of diverse dociripe-in love and pewer;Bla

In the years since the Hayiflower the Congrsgationalisis have
nad to revise or at least veceme flexikle in their interpreteticn oif the
creed ~ Yhe original ldes of ome church and one ninisiter hag Lecone regor-
nized &8s & needless wesle of falent. That is, to worlk a minisier o
degth just to stay true to the orguncijyles of Gongregaltionaliism has becone
outdated. The churec: itsell can e Lfar aore eilTicient when it provides
itseli with a minicterial siais equal to the jobe of the ciurch. "iwice

519

one ig nmore than two." Pnig felled is evidenced in the expanded stail

316
g ﬁlaﬂond Jubilee, p. 10,
19‘[; n £+ B 1 ¥ 02
Goodwin, Mileventh Yriennial Qouneil.® p. 497,
518 I ¢ emt et [ o 3
Seeond sungregational Uhurch (Rockford, 1963), p. 1l.
31s -

"B, Paul Yewman; "Weaknessces of Congregationaliom,V .1netmor*h
Gentury TIVITI (Qototer, 139C), ©758.



oF Gecond Congresatiuvnal Chureh where a2 minister ol educaticn, minig o
. L3 PR, 3 2 EN A o N * - g - N :‘120 T e L , 3 o 'y 3
music, aud psglatant winister all serve tae pastor. It ik evidexced in

Zpring Creck Congresaticcalts desire 1o secure ¢ minister for the youth

221

2i the church %o take mome of the load off the shoulders oF the pastor.’
Congregationalisn offers liverty while it retmins e beliefs

S

and traditions which are necessary Ter a church te have. The stress is on
tiie splrituel raviewr than the rormal in Congreoaiicnalisw. The church
does nol rely heavily on ceremony. Rach church chooses 1ts own pastor

and completelr plans its own worship, #0 higher body directs its arfegirs

as in the Presbylerian Church. YBach Congrogational Church answers directly

. L. %22 .
to God for the use it wakes oi ite talent." “° Second Congregational states

ite church cevenant as follows,

When entering into the covenant of our chureh you affirm yourseld
to be a follower ui Jesus Christ. You declare your purpose "fo
lead an.honest, unselilish, benswelexnt, amislle, ari useinl life
cherishing towaxrd all,.even 1 enemies,,the loviag spirit of
Christ.,? You covenant with tie chiaren Yaccording to our oppole
tunities~to render: those services which membershipy in it enjoins,
and to give Smeathgmand cooperation, &3 ar s ocermitied, to the
clmirelh universsl,.®

Of primary importance to the faith ol the Congresationalistis
. vt . \ 534 .
ig the Ysupreme couniidence in the comzon man." Congrzgationaliso is &
veligion of the layman as Prank (oodwin suggesis. Ii glves each neaber

the opportuniiy to take part in the organization and funciioning o1 the

Lifh

church, Congregatiosnaliss is bhased lawgely on two rundamental principles

’)0 .
Second Congregational Chureh (1968}, p. 8..

iyl
a1 \ - . . -
“““Rev, Wilbur Baritholomew, interwiew, July %, 1963,
582 , )
““Jefiersen, "Why I an a Cougregationelist," p,., 220
L0y - .
““gecond Lougregational Church (1962), p. 7.
524

“}Jefierson, "Why T an a Songvegationlaist,® ve 237,
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2.

independence and fellowship, which tales the place of government. They

)

A
. . Sh L
are egually besic and necessary %o the success or the TC?A‘«DH. Both,

however, nmake it difiicult for large areas to he Vconverted® to the faith.

4

t is an individualts commiiment to the Congregational way of life which
pakes the ehurch, A commitment such as this is developed slowly. It can-

not be burried or forced. ¥But vhen and if it does come, it means the

3

ditfference hetween an apathetic er complacent church amnd a dynamic, actively

involved one,

The research I have done in the ares of Congregationalism in
Rockford has not only been interesting and educational in the atrict sense
of the word history, but ii% has égened to me an area of appreciation which
i had not known before, I believe it was after I spent the afternvon in
the records of the American Home Missionary Society at the Chicags Theo~
logical Seminary that I discovered a whole new perspective on history.

If I gained 1ittle in the way of {factual information from the letters of

foc
{";

AMS, I at leact galved an insizght into the truth of a peint made hy

Crane Frinton in his Shanisg of the Modern Ifind. What we ftoday call hige

-

tory wes once present fact. Men like Jeseph Bnerson, Heanry Goodwin and
Walter Hanning Barrows, pastors of the Congregaticnal Church in Reckford,
ars not Just names in a book, entries in the lists of Congregational mine
isters. I'They were onece living, feeling, acting human beings, And their
problems were not so unliie our owsn.: Any of thelr sermons could as easily
be delivered in tact today ag they ceuld heve been when written. For, in
the final analveis, man doez not chanse signiricently from age to age;

he merely chanzes hig oulward aprearance.

nd om0 the Oongregaticraliats in Rookford are continuing to

. Y
225, y .
Boynton, The Gongregatiovnal Hay, p. 2%,




talkte part in the growinh of the city. As they 4id in 1837, so they will

7 1

gontinue te do in the fviture, The higtory of Rockiord will not e wriitten

without a chaplter on the »ole of *the Congregaticnalists. The characier

and attitudes ol those men and women have shaped the city of Rockford.

They have proved the truth of the veilection, "ithey {}he(ﬁongr@gatiOﬁalists
alwavsiacted with a view to the whole of their existence, and as reuen-

. : ‘ .. . ; . . %26
bering that what they did,. bore its resulis on miliions yet unborn.t”

506 .. ) L s
“"“gelecher, Relizious Denéminations, p. 219,
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gior Tvents ivn the Eilstory of ths

e

Pirst Gongregational Thurnh

Hay B, 1837

Hay of 1837 - May of 1838

Summer of 1838 - Spring of 1846

Hovember-of 1838 - May oif 1841

Hovember of 1841 ~ August of 1842

September ol 1842 ~ 1843
Pebruary of 1844 .. Spring.of 1846

Soring of 1846 - 1870

August of 1846 - Autuan of 1349
Hovember 7, 1849

November of 1849 -~ 1850

August of 1850 -~ January of 1872

Decenber 30, 1855

1870 = Hovember of 1917

July of 1372 ~ QOctower of 1883
July oi 1884 - January of 1838

Batween 1888 and 1917

October 30, 1917

First Cohgregational Church is organized
in the home of Israel Horrill.

fir.. John ¥orrill, pastor.

¥irst Congregational located at Church
and Green Streets.

My, Cyrus Watson, pastore.

Mr. William 8. Curtis, pastor.
Hr,. 0liver W.. liorton, pastor.
Mr. Lensing Porter, pastor.

First Congregetional located at South
PMirst at Walnut Streets.

Hr, Lewis Less, pastor.

BSecond Congregational Church is organized.
¥r. Joseph Emerson, interim pastor,

Dr. Hdenry M. Goodwin, pastor.

Westninster Prestiyterian Church is organ-
ized from the Firat Congregational Church.

First Cangregational lecated at Xighe
waukee and Third Streets.

¥r. Wilder Smith, pastor.

Hr, Theedore Clifton, pastox.

Me,. William W. Leebte, Mr. Frank Sheldon,
M. Thomas 3. Thompson, Hr. A. B. Figke,

Hr. Barl J. Sellard, successive pastors.

first Congregationel Church joins Second
Congregational Church.
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yajor dvents in the

o
Hatory of the

Jecond Congregational Church

Gotoher 30, 1849

1849 - 1353

Hovember of 1849 - 185%
December of. 1854 - 1859

Autumn of 18953 - 1892

1859 ~ 18673
1864 - 1870
1870 ~ 1388
June of 1888 .. April of 1893

May 20, 1892

#epruary 20, 1894

December 2, 1895

Pebruary of 1399 - 1200
1900 -~ 1912

January- 13, 1906

Hovember of 1912 - February of 1947
Harcn 26, 1933

¥ecenber of 1946

February oi 1247 -~ June of 1969
1949 - 1955

¢ctober of 10951 . 1952

January 22, 1951
Septenwer of 1952 « June of 1957

1056 - July of 1957

Second Congregational Church is organized,

Second Congregational located at Church
and. Green 3Jtreets.

ir. Lensing Porter, pastor.
Mre. Josepnh Emerson, paster.

Second Congregational leocated at South
Church at Chestaut Streets.

¥y, Jeremiah Walton; pastor.

Mr. M. P.. Kinney, nastor.

Dr. Frank P. Woodburys pastor,

¥r. ¥Walter Manning Barrows, nastor.

Dedicsiion of Second Congregational Church
at South Church and @reen Streets,

Fire destroys two-year old edifice,

Rededication of Second Congregationsal at

South Church and Grszen Streets.

Wre W. C. Haskell, pasior.
br: P. MNiles Snyder, pastor.

Fire destroys spire of Scuth Church at
Chesinult edifice..

Dy, John B. Gordon, pastor.
Life pastorate awarded to Dr, Gordon.

Dx.. Joseph G, Cleveland, assiastant to
Dr.. Gordon,

Br. Josgeph C. Cleveland, pastor.
Hes Gene van Kranenburg, assistant pastor.

Mr, HMelvin Q. Dorsett, minister of edum
cation,

Gordon Ghapel dedicaled,
Yy, Oscar Dollmeng ninister of education,

Hr, R. Ko Mills, "missionary™ from Ceylon.



.....

April ol 1955 « October of 1960 Hr. Myvon Heckel, assistant pasitor.
September of 1957 = 1963 Mr. Fred ¥. Swebt, minister of education,
Septenber of 1953 ~ 1959 ¥y, foderick J. Wagneyr, minisier of youlth.
Beptenber of 1959 - Mz, Richard W. Litterst, miaister of music.
November of 1960 - 1964 Mr. Robert D. Bradbury, assistant minister.
1861 United Church of Christ is formed by the

Unicn of Congregational -~ Christisn Churches
and Mvangelical and Reformed Churches.

1963 ~ 1966 . Mr, Jobn Hilficker, minister of education.

Bummew of1964 Dr. Charles Cooley, interim assistant . . .
ministers

1965 - Hr. Grafton Thomas, assistant minister.

March 16, 1969 Church call extended to ir. Robert Hidgley

te succeed Dr. Cleveland.
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Hador Events in the Tigitory of

the

Hiverside Jongregational Comnpunity Church
Baster Sunday, 1950 Riverside Community Church holds first

service, Gene van Kranenbvurgh directing.

Novenber; ol 1950 - January of 1954 Dr. Marvin R. Brandt, pastor.

January of 1954 - 1955 Mr. Louis Teylor, pastor.

August of 1955 - Octover oi 1957 M. Harvin B, HMaris, vpastor.

Summeyr of 1857 | Recreation: program undertaken, Dennis Hill
director..

January of 1958 - April of 1960 Mre J. Robert Zinn, nastor..

1960 - 1961 Mt B. George Krause, Hr. Bruce CUsrlscn

succesgirve interim pastors.
July. of 1961 - 1968 Mr. Haves White, pastor.

April of 1968 . Mr. Ralph Fry, pastor



Major Bvente in the

Higtory of L

o

e

Soring Creek-Congregational Church

January of 1960

Palm Sunday, 1960

196Q - 1963

January of 1961 - Sepltember of 1964

April T, 1963

September of 1964 ~ 1965

November of 1065 -

ot began to organize

¥y, Richard Hiels
egetional Churches in

two pew Congr
Rockford.

Spring CUreek Congrezatioral Church helds
Tirst service.

3pring Creek Congregational located in
Spring Creek Grade School

Mr, Hielson, pastors

Services cenducted in Spring Creek Congrew
gational located at Spring Creek and
Alpine Hoads,.

Hr,. Charles Cooley, interim pastor.

My, Wilbur Bartholomew, pastor,



Major Brents in the History of the

Woodside Congragational Church

Januery oi 1960 Hr. Hichard Nielgon pegan o organis
two new Congregational Churches in
Roclkford,

Palm Sunday, 100 Yoodside Congregational Church holds
Tivst mervice.

1960 - 1961 Woodside Congregational located in
Buckbee School.

December of 1960 -~ Sevtember of 1961 Mr. Robert Bond, pastor,

November of 1961 - October of 1964  Mr., Victor Keiser, pastor,

1961 -~ 19064 Woodside Congregational located in
Jefferson Junior High School.

Horenber of 1964 -~ June of 1965 Hrs. Alice 3now, interim pastor.

July of 1965 - Mr, Kenneth Press, pasior.

1965 - Woodside Congregatiensl lowated in

Woodaide Brench of YHCA.

Spring of 1966 Building program undertaken.
March o1 1965 Ground bproken fer church ai wouth

Alnine at Upland Drive.
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