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Intreduetion

To understand and evaluate fully and accurately the growith and

%
%

impect of the Colored Farmers'! Hetional Alliance and Cooperative Union
that developed simultanecusly with the Populist revolt, it 1s necessary
to understand the motives and the grievances that were the rcoote of the

sgrarian revolt snd the Populist party of the lagt decsde of the nine~

teenth century. OFf necessity, therefore, the first part of ths paper

Yo
jav]

iz devoted to the peneral Populist revolt and the grievances of the farmer.
The remainder of the paper will examine in denth the'role of the (olored
Alliance and will attempt to interpret the imporiance and the impact

of the Colored Allimnce in southern life and politics.



BThere is something wrong with our industrial system.

Ther

(&)

is 2 screw loose, The whesls have dropped out of
balance, The railroads have never besn so prosperous, and
yel sgricultural languishes. The banls have never deone a
better or more profitable btusiness, and yet agriculture
lenguishes. HManufacturing enterprises never wade more
money or were in a more flourishing cenditlon, and yet
agriculture languishes. Towns and ecities flourish and
"boom' and grow and 'hoom? and yet agriculture languishes,

Salaries and fees were never so tempitingly high and desirable

Yt

1d yet sgriculture languishes,®!

&

It is true that the blessings of civilization had not benefitted

a2ll of menkind equally. Not only in the United States, but in nearly
all the sgricultural countries of the world farmers complained of

'y

ta?iff?sg gold standards, and prices, More had been given to the upper
and middle classes than had been given te the lower, to the city dwellers
rather than to the farmer. These inequitlies existed throughout the
world, but in the United Stztes the farmers were prepared If necegsary

to proteszt and seel redress through »o

g

itieel

o)

ction if necessary.

Through the exisiing

3

arties or by ecresiing 2 new one the farmers

¥

in the @Great Plains and throughout the Scuth were determined to bring

Parmer (Raleigh), April 28, 1887
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thelr grievences to the attention of the country and to work unceasingly

to achieve improvement,2

The farmer did not blawe himsell for his lack of prosperity. In
21l sincerity he was convinced thet he did not laeck the industry end
frugelity to meke = success of his ferm and = profit from his land.”

He never doubted that his lack of prosperity was due to the low prices

he received for commodities on the market, In the years from 1870
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arming was actually carried on at e loss.”

(‘ﬁ?

Meny of the so-called experts back east blamed gross overproducticn
for the farmers'! plight, They argued thst while it wes true that the
population 6f the country had nearly doubled in the past twenty vears,
the percentage of production increase by fermsrs had increassed even more,
Some suggestsd that since the western lands of Hensass, Nebraska, and
the Dekotas were reletively new -- in fterms of lengith of settlement
greater yield then the #old" farmlends of

they neturally produced

‘*0’
o

Illincis, Indiesne, Chic, and the southern United Stetes D
While the sbove excuses might heve had validity, they were not the

whoele sngwer to the problems of the farmer by any mesns. The farmers

o i . . .

0, 8, Walker, %The Parmers' Movement," Annels of the American Academy
of Political and Sceisl Science, 1 ﬁarch 18@§; 4791

S . « - . ) s

JLeonidas L, Pollk, "The Farmers' Discontent," Norih Zmerican Review,
July 1891, 15359

Henry R, Chemberlain, "The Farmers! £llience and Qther Politi
e 133388

: ﬁsa“ﬁbmuu~wuaﬁ$§uap 150 V

Fomd

ZRodney Welch, "The Farmers! Changed Condition," Forum, Februery 1821, 10:699
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of the Great Plaing had no choice but to uge the railreads to send their

*

crops to market, Consequently price exploitsiion and coopersiive

schemes to moncpolize shipping cherscterized Great Pleins farmer-rail-

road relations. In Mi

o]

nnesota and Dakots, for emample, farmers were

*'5

squired to pay over half the value of their wheat just to ship . it

to Chicago to be sol ‘ The fantastic prices were, according to the
railroads; necessary for several reasons. First of all, nearly all the
heavy traffic in the Great Plains and the South went in one direction «=
east, The freight traffic to the grain market of Chicego was heavy,
but the freight cars going west were nearly always emply. Seccondly,

the railroads in these eress were tremendously overbuilt, h

fa

ven wi

et

the feantastic prices they cherged for shivping

'_1

reilroads still

g

©
g
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lost money for the simple reason thatithere were too many of them,7

Third, fermers were required 1o pay the cost of shipping from, say,

n
Iy
Q
fay
&)
=
=
w
[

south Dakota te Chicago, even though the

]

rrein may not be

the way to Chiesgo. The railroad executives rationalized

hipping halfway and then shifting his grein to a cheaper line
for the remeinder of the trip, thus foreing the originzl shipper to
continue the run to Chicage with empily cars, which meant a loss of

a
revenus,

ne, "Railroad Stock-wetering,’ Political Science Quarterly,
1891, & 4?5! h4ao

o}

Pionesr Press, Janusry 3, 27, 29, 1885




In addition to the above grievances, the farmers of the "last

rontier® and the South had several more obstacles te fair prices and

bty

sgual treatment, Flrsgt there was discriminaticn and rete agresments

hetwesn the eleveter operstors and the reilroad lines, This cooperative
arrangement meant that if a farmerrwished to send his grain to market

he haed to firsit turn it over to the elevetor in the nearest town,

In addition the farmer wss fersed to ship his grain on wholever raile

road line the elevstor operator hsd a contrset with, or forsgo any

chence of getting his grain to market, Any attempt by an individual
or & small group of fermers to set up private elevetors on their own
property or alongside the nearest railroad line was doomed to failure

since the railrosgds refused to first of all deal with any excépt estab-
lished grain elevators, and secondly to stop anywhere bui at regularly

scheduled intervals to colleet their freipht,”

]

L gecond obstacle lay in the fact thst any stlempt =t legislative

redress for the sbove zrievances wes impossible since through lebbying

£ ‘iL‘e

and outright bribery the railroads dominzted the political situetion,

particularly in the western stetes. In Hansas it was the Senta Fe

£

in Nebrasks the Burlington snd the Unlon Pacific lines that

fo
-
]
j

controllied the majority of importent votes in the lsgislstures., Any
gttempt by the fermers in these and other states to get measures intro-

duced inte lasw didn'ht have s chance in the face of reilrosd money and

1

o

e v, "The Reilroads end Frontier Populism,® Mississippi
Valley Historical Review, March 1924, 10:406-L27
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The

=3

inal insult and deepest grievance of the farmer, though, was
the "theft® of free lsnd by the railroads, The lande of *he Americen

West were suppesed io have been given to the American

-

ederel government, The railroads had, however, est:

to much of this "public domein® and had nroceeded to sell:ithe land at

.L

ner acre, particularly to ilmmigrante whe had no

b

a considerable price

b

idea what was goling on. The demand for free land and for homesteads
in the newly opened territories is best exemplified by the grest Oklahoma

lend rush when men were literally trampled to desth in the rush for

fres tillable
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s were stealing
from then whati had in theory st least

government for homestesding by private citizens.!!

It has been sald that there were three crops railsed in Hebraogke -
one of corn, one of Treighit rates, and one of interest. The corn was
produced by the farme s ht ra nad %l nte were raised

%33! men who sat behi =g 3 A e e Fa © Hany Farm
and most of the machinery in the west were teco heavily mortgaged for

the owner to sell and move back easbt, Conseguently, over the years

meny farmers, in order to keep going, hed incressingly mori

property until they were so heavily in debt that they were mortgagsed

beyond their appraised value, During the 1880's there wes & large

benkruptey cases, particularly on the FPlzsins, HNo longer

2

¢ E. Haynes, Jomes Baird Weaver, ITows City, Iowa, University o
Iowa Press, 1919, pg. 164

L]

Fermers? 2llisnce, August 2%, 1800
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x 4 » 5 " & s 12
could the farmer pick up snd go west Lo new lands and new opportunitlss, ”
Thers wos no frontier to turn Lo, The Grest Plzine were thelr last chance

PR

declzred bankruptey and moved back east or into the larg

4

A1l thot hes been said shout the west is equally =

the South and to the Negrc with one aduition, Along with morigeg
property and mechinery, the scuthern farmer was feced with yearly crop

liens that ate up any

inte debt in erder to

poor whites in the-8outh were victims of sbsentee ownership and an

inebility to get anyone to merely look st their situstion or discuss

<

their needs., The southern Megro tenant farmers weresfeced with indiff-

erence from thelr landlords, the raillrcads, and their white counter-
narts, plus the businessmen and the government., The future seemed only

15
er wmore of the same, -

The Alliance movemsnt in the United 3iztes grew oul of the
frustration genereted by the above-stated grievences of the fmerican

ferming population. The first real Allisnce group 1s szid to have

been storted in Illinols on April 1%, 1880, by Milton George. The

Lznds and

The Frontier in American Hisltory, Hew

15 D e m A, . . A
“Alex Lrnett, The Populist Movement in Ceorpgia, New York, 1922, 57-58




11

oo

Pt
o
b
by
e}
o
B
D
;]
i
=N

ence of Cock County, Illinols,
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y the necegsary
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rsubsequent Allisnce groups.throughout the

the Alliance iszued a condemnation of the

&

and specifically advoscated goverrnment control

16

ng abhoubt price schedulerregularities, The
idly end orgenizations develoved rapidly through=

&

L the Midwest due to the continuing hard times. The orgenization

ouU

met with the grestest populerity in X

Hebraska, Iowa, ond Hinnee
ota, where conditions were the worst; and with slightly less success
in Illinois, Wisconsin, Michican, and Missouri,'/

During the years 1882 %o 1884 the 4liiance movement declined as

crops and prices improved scmewhat, but poor crops and herd times

hed returned by 1885, Ry 1887, when the Allisnce groups held a nstional

conventlonnin Mimeapolls, the All raining
momentum.and enthusissm smong the delepzates was high., Thelr encoursge-

ment was strengthened further by events in the South,
The Southern Allisnce begen ag a loecslizad movement in a rural

Texss county, It is disti
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by ite something the MHorthern Allience

10ycgtern Rurel, October 23, 1%80

Chigego Tribuns, CUctober §5§ 188

TReport of the Commission of Agriculture for the Years 1881 and 1882, »p.

o
Wyestern Rurel, December 27, February 9, 1884; Ve

b
October &, 1%, 22, 1887
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reh 7, 1885;
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gay no need for —- and gscrel operatiocns. In sddition the Texss orpan-

¢
9

on functioned as ¢ goelal proup, providing aid and comfort to

j
)
o
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,_J .
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[

neighbors who were 111 or having difficuliy. The 4111

oL

covered the entire Bouth end bossted nearly twice ssg meny members as its

sister group to the North,.

In 1889 at a joint meeting in St. Louis, three major issues

one large nationsl &lliience., The first dissgreement was over the
name by which the new group would be called., The larger of the two

groups, the

had decided upon calling the national

o

tion the Farmers? znd Leborers?! Union. The Northern Alliance

ke

organiz

objected to the abandomment of the word Alliance and proposed instead

s
O
O

all the group the Mational Formers' Allisnce and Indusirizl Union.
This was resdily sclved when the southerners gave in with little oppogition

dered = miner and lrrelevant

[N

2l, This was cons
scond was the question of the exclusion of

The Wothern Allisnce hed zlwsys welcomed

-

while the Southern Alliance hed been proclaimed

201bid., pe. 29%

2l1polk, op. cit., pge 11

o
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exclusively for white men, end to placate the ie

egtablishing o colored counterpert to the Southern sllisnce. This

N

peint of contentlon was rether esmsily solved by simply inserting a

[

R

clause saying that each state orgsnizetion would decide for itself if

</ (o%]

i1 wished to include Negroes in iis mambership.
It was the third sresa of disagreement that wes to prevent unification
of the two Alliesnce pgroupe. The North had never fell the need for

any secrecy regerding Allisnce activities and felt :

in secrecy just when Allisnce

its peek. The Southern Alliance, in contrast, ha

emphasized the nesd for secrecy in its asctivities. 8ince the North saw

1 s ~

no need for secrecy ¢ the South wes aid to expose its

an sctual

enly, union between the two never becam

EN)

were gimilar wutl the nemes remained sgeperate through-

1 s T I S ” A
out the Alliznce movement,

reement was not yet a msjor point of
contention but would, in three years, become the major source of division

hetween the two Allisnce groups., This was the guestion of a third

LS e



d strong candidates might

i)
ot
joxd
o
L)
(o
by
=
w
sy

the ides of the

[

Allisnce striking out as fving thought.

Here too,; the two groupss were Lo goithelr separate ways and work

4 2 L3 9‘”'
independently to achieve the same ends.<~

ks the conference drew to a close four specific areas of activity

were to emerge as the major alms of the Allience movement, First,

the Alllance was to be 2 social orgenizstion, Visiting groups were

*..1.

created in locsl communities to give phys

s ENe) (R

aid during crises or pericds of hardship. When a neighbor weas sick

hod suffered some loss, Allisnce members would give comfort and

2 )
(s I

aid wuntil the feumily was back on i

calendar was used 2s an excuse to hold an Allisnce get-together. Th

special days offered usually the only oppertunity for members in a
riven sres to get together and discuss problems end esccomplishments,

;Wt
o

Sometines couples traveled thirty miles or more to come to an

A seccond aim of the Allisnce wes sdugcatlion, In Norih snd South

Saroline pariticularly, but in the other stales ng well, there was

tation for the estesblishment of Agricultursl colleges

Ll

22

8t. Louls Globe Democrat, December 7, 1889

cal, meterial, and spiritual

feel agein., Every holidey on the

ege



41lisnce mestings were not only deveoted to heving fun and seeing
0ld friends, but also to discussion of new ferming methods, the latest
form implements, and sny new innovations thet might improve farming

and bolster profits, Information was provided on crop improvement,

fertilization, end any thing end every thing that might help the
farmers. Also from these meetings came the agitationm for the estab-

lishment of sgricultursl colleges where farmers could learn advanced
ferming technidues, BEducetion, college education, was stressed as a

Fal
4

means of givin

]

how to solve their preblems

e

farmers new undersisnding o

{

and be better farmers and businessmen.

7]

7

The third sim of the Alllence was financial. By settin

VQ

8%

cooperatives and grain elevators and sxchanges the Alliance, especially

F’Q

el

in the South, hoped to ease the farmers burden and give them easy creditl

better financisl arrsngements. In addition, the members of the

=%

a.xi

\'

cooperatives would ghare in any profits and perhaps add somewhat lo

The final sim of the allisnce was political., Beginning in loecal
communities and spreading into state and nztional govermment, the Alliance
hoped, through active political perticipation, to break the strangle .
hold that the failroads had on the law-meking powers.sand achleve some
type of government control of prices. It was generally agreed tlat
the best wey to do this wass by gaining control of the legiszlatures in

the states and in Washington - control the law-making body rather then



executive offices which had little real power to enact and enforce
changes except as directed by legislative action,2d

Since in 1890 there would be no presidential election, it wes
considered a off-election year by politiciens and there was little
enthusissm generated concerning the elections., Little enthusissem,
that is, with the exception of the 4lliance, 1In the Alliance states
complacent politicians got 2 rude awskening, In Kansas, Nebraska,
and South Dokote the respective Allisnces elected full slates of
candidates to local offices, and ate deeply into the Republican
ma jority in North Dekotay, Michigen, Iowa, Illinois, Indisna, and
Colorade, In many cases this meant that while the All e failed
tec win the elections, the Republicans, many of them long=time incume
hents,; also lost and Democrats took over in many of the state legi-
sletures, The traditional control of the perty had diseppeared in

the face of widesprezd discentent and vigorous sctivity by the

e
Joud

liance groups,

&

In South Ceroiina, the Alliance leader; Ben Tillmen, was elected

governor. The Alliance controlled the legislatures in Alabama,

& «. I

Florids, Georgla, Missouri, Mississippi, North Caroline, Socuth Carolina,

e

and Tennessee, In addition to this astounding success in state elections

the Alliances were able to glect forty=four representatives and three

Senators to Congress, The traditional stirongholds of the Hepublicans

Hicke, op, cite, ppe 128-152



in the north end west =nd the old Democratic party in the South had
been shaken to thelr conservative foundations. The idea of a success=~
~ s : - ) %l
ful third party wes no longer an ilmpossible dreamal

Encourages by their successes the Southern Alliance st Qcezla,

Floride, in December 1890, and the FHorthern Allisnce at Omeha in January

n n
)

1861 get down a specific progrem of reform for the future, In essence

i1

the two Alliances sought the same things, and six "demends" can be

N

L€ 1

[}
[ED

nented as their common goals, The flrst was free silver, an issue
which at first really concerned the Horth snd South very little, but

which would prove politically expedient for them in the West, By ade

0}

vocating free silver they would atirsct those.men from the western
mining stetes who had besn pressing for free silver for several years

with little success. Second was abolition of the national banks; third,

ks

railroads and telegraphs; fourth, prohibition

fal
L
&

government ownership o

...:
e

of alier nd ownership; fifth, a constitutional amendment to elect
the president, vice-president, =znd a2ll senators by direct vote of the
;

people; end sixth, sdoption of the Austrelian ballot systeme25 The

wo demands were to be successful and the issue of free silver

—
]
6]
lad
lad

would become 2 major netiensl election issue,

n
)

In 1802, the Horth and South were faced with the most difficult

24&%&5 PP 15 —165

o
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National Economist, Pebrusry 17, 18901
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a definite end distinet third psriy with = separste slate of czndidates

for the nationsl as well asg stete and local elections, The South was

in a dilemma. The Democrsts had nominated Ulevelend, who was anti-

o

thema to southerners,as their candidszte for president, HMany 4lliance

men would almoet rother join the new third party than support the

Democratic cendidate, even though it meant going sgeinst everything they

hed elweys believed in snd teught. ©Socme did buck the perty, but most

.
&£

+

swallowed their distate and feollowed party line, In those
stetes where the third party had significent support the campaipgn was

neated and ugly. In Alsbame, Texass, Georgia, sand the Carolinas, the

P

ing the

third party seemed to be in 2 majerity, but in the bzallot

traditional Democratic machine prevelled. The elecéions;in the South
were distinguished by ballot-stuffing, bribery, intimidetion, beatlings
2ll the tricks of the trade. In one county in Georgia Tom Wrtson,

g prominsnt Allience man lost by twice a2z many votes as there were
registered voters, The third party lest heavily in the north, too,
although here it was a case ofrnot heving encugh of the right things.

" 5

. : . 26
The cendidates were unpanml@r, ﬁ he program-unappealing to many,’

In 1894 and 1896 the third party, now known as the Populist

party, tried again, In 1894 the party showed strength not only in the




but also smong urban workers. Bui

the fusion of the Populists in 1896 with the Democratic naticnal ticket
. 2 . . c A

wes a fatal m;stakes“y What hed begun in 1890 sg e strong, unified,

sucecessful political movement was after the disasterous election of

1896 to lose its glemor and much of its strength.

Politically the Populist movement hed failed, but it did achieve
several notsble sceomplishments., 4s 2 rs

the Zustralisn ballot was sdoplted, woman suf

;Zl»

seventeenth amendment providing for direct election &f senators was

ssed, primary elections for perty nominations hecame the common

=3
3]

pracgtice, and both the referendum and recall beceme part of our govern-

k3

mental system, In addition to these very positive accomplishments

the 4llisnce movement wes directly responsible for the federal govern=

mentfs rreevaluation of the currency end for goverrmental agricultural
study and reform that culmineted in the establishment of the Depariment
of Apriculture. The Allisnce and the Fopulist psrty helped to undermine

the intense party loyalties to the Republicans in the Horth s the

Democrats in the Scuth. HNever agpin would Hhings be quite the same

for the two vartles. And finslly, the Populist movement led to the
" 8 L s . .
disfrenchisement of the Negroes in the South,2® It is to this final

negetive accomplishment that the remsinder of this peper shall be

devoted,

P Journal of
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potentlial, the Southern Alliesnce advocated and supported the establish=-
ment of a2 colered counterpart eventually to be known =s the Colored

k)

Parmers! Nationel Alliance 2nd Coopersative Unlon. The Colored

2

Allisnce was first formed as 2 local organization in Houston County,
Texas, on December 11, 1886. On December 29, 1836, it beceame 2 state=~

wide organization and by 1888 had achieved naticnal status. The general

oot

superintendent of the Colored Alliance was R, M, Humphrey, a white
Baptist missionary, but the rest of the officlals were Hegre, This
irst Wegro agrarian orgenization. The earliest posi~
bellun organization hed been the Patrons of Husbandry which began in

WYashington, D. C., in 1867. Following this was the Greenbeck Labor

Party of Richmond, Virginie. Althougzh s white orgenizetion, Hegro

.

Union leeders had 29

participated in the founding coenvention,

3

The mergin of existence of MNepro farmers was virtually wiped

-1

’ 20
1876 to 1896, Thus the promi:

]

cut in the years froz ;e of economic

£
w

benefits as well as the secret rituals of the Southern-styled orgenizae-

tion in the year 1886 appealed to the Negro farmers, For the Negroes,

jis)

=

s for all the Alliance members, membershlp in such an organizatlicn

7y

L

wag occasioned by the low prices of agricultural products, the high—

e} . .
““Jack Abremovitz, "The Regro in the Aprarian Revelt," Agricultursl
History, April 1950, 24:2, pg. 91
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actured goods, the sceclal needs of the farmer, the love of
secrecy, and the marked evangelical ferver of the Southern movement. 31

By July 1888 there was a network of cooperative exchanges that spread

o

from Houston through Yew {rleans, Mobile, and Charleston to Horfoll,

In 1889 the Colored Alliance began publishing a weekly newspasper at

Houston cnlled the National Alliance. WHACﬁ was to be the Hegro counter=
part of the white Alliance's Hetional Economist, 2

Yhat the Colored Alliance hoped to accomplish ultimmtely can hest

be seen in the Declaration of Principles of the Colored 4lliances

UTo elevate the colored pe

iy

’”d
=

e of the United Btlates by
teaching them to love their country and thelr homss; to care

more for their helpless and sick and destitute; to labor

more esrnestly for the education of themselves and their

(=0

hildren, especially in sgricultural pursuits.

#7n hecome better farmers =znd laborers and less wostie-

ful in their nethods of living.

"9 he more obedient to the civil law and withdrew their

RZ
WTe heceme hetter citizens and truer husbands snd wives.,®

The Colored Alliance zpperently sourht close tles with the

Princeton, New

ltural Orpanizeticn in the United Simtes, Lexinglon,
Kentucky, University of Kentuecky, 1923

SBdwnrd gzebpg Agricu
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Southern Allisnce in the bslief that by working with their white counter-

-

parts they could effect more positi

<v

re resulls from thelr endesvors,
This, however, does not apply to every state Alliance, 7The Colored
Allizance in the first place wes most zctive in the South, since

I}

groups allowed Negzro members in the originsl organe—

<

northern &lliznce

s

izatlong thereby eliminating any real need for o sgeparste colored Alliance.

7

3

Secondly, reletionghips between the white and colored Alliences varied
in degree from state to state. In Virginia there was virtually no
connection whatever bhetween the two, while in Georgia the two were
hard to separate,2D

There are several reasons for this disparity in southern relstions,
Host important, in Virginia in particuler, the Wegroes were carefully
regimented by the Republilcan politicel bosses, and conseguently such
a potentielly politicenl orgenization as the Colored Alliance was not

to be encou gedefé In sddition, in

et
x—s
=

th Qerolina, the white populac
wished that the Hegroes would leave the state and be replaced by white

o

settlers, Bul gince the state depended hesvily on Negro labor, when

munbers in the 1880tz

One of the sgrarisn leaders in Horth Cerolina was Leonidas Lafayetie

zh..
<"Bheldon, op, cite, pge 35

% R v s
/5§bramavztzs Journel of Hepro History, pg. 271

36

Sheldon, op. cit., pz. 35




Polle, longtime president of the Southern Alliances In 1887 Polk had
claimed that one of the defects of the agricultural system in the South

was the Negro fenant gystem, end suggested thet this tenant system

CO

2 . . :
be replaced by white immicration,”¥ Then when faced with mess migration
of the Negroes northward, many Nerth Carolinians protested against the
disquelification of voters and the curtailment of educational opportunities
that had led meny WNegroes to abandon the state, and condemned the Farmers!
fas . . Shuti , 30
4llience as an oppressive institution tothe colored laborer.””
In Ceorgia there wes & unique experiment in He

led by young Tom Wetson., Watson and the Georgls

desired Negro sunport, they sctively sought it,.

the whites in Gecrpgia were groping for the way to

thet held the promise of sdvancement for the Negro economicslly and

‘e Lo o . . ;
pelltlczilye‘g it was a wvaliant, though futile, stienpt to break

N

from southern tradition and ststic belliels.

(&)
h

At the tine the Ocala convention for the Southern Alliance

&

2

in 1820 the Colored Alliance 2lso met at Ogala. From these two

g

conventions the two Alliance groups emerged virtuslly fused inio one

s
| =

Allience of over four million members, sinece the Southern Alliance
claimed over two million memkers, while the Colored Alliance spprosched

4
th

. . . s ,’e . .
two million merk in ﬁembershlpggs Out of the {eela convention

AQ et .
Abremovitz, Journel of Hegro History, pg. 270
Mlpid,, pz. 260



ceme seven demands that would heve meant the enaciment of

Lo

laws. The {cols demands weres
} abolish nationel banks

} establish a2 sudtreasury plen

) incresse the volume of money to #50 per capita

2. prohibit desling in futures

»it alien ownership of land
it unearned rellway land grents and limit

5. a) revise the tariff in the interest of the produc
b)gradusted income tox
c) reduce government expenditures

6. efficient control of the reilroeds

rect vote

7. election of United States Senstors by d
peornle

These seven demands rese

i =

le those emerging from the Southern

thirteen new

permit two percent land loans direct to the people

lendholding

er

of the

Allisnce

convention et Ceals and the Novthern 41lisnce meeiing at Omsha,

At the matlionsl Allisnce convention in 1891 in Cineinnati, the

Southern Alliisnce attempted to forece gegregation on the colo

The motion wes overvhelmingly defented, It was from this

the call for a third party ceme, =nd the Colored Allisnce

2

wnoleheart 4% the nationel convention from which

C.L
o
o
o

<
@

Populiste! first notionasl tickel the Colored Allisnce wes

4o . .
Noblin, op. cit., pz. 203
4=

“ibramovitz, Apricultursl History, pg. 91

convention that

gecond only

red delegetes,



2

to the Horthern Alliance in the number of delegetes atitending.™
Bince Oecala in 1890 there had been several points of disagreement

between the Southern and the Colored Allience, In 1891 the Colored

Alliznce had called for a genersl strike of ecotton pickers. This of

ocurse infuristed Southern farmers, particulerly those who were

members of the Southern Allience. Also the Colored fllisnce had favored

the enactment of the Lodge Force Bill in 1892 and had supported the

upegtart Alliance member who had volted sgeinst the disfranchisement of

kL

SJ1

Prom reconstruction times until the election of 1892 Negre voting

in the South had existed on suffrance only, since it was well under-
stood that the Kepublicans were to have no chence to win. This situastion
finelly commended the stlention of the small Republican mejority in
Congress that was returned by the election of 1888 and a Federal
tions Bill desirned to provide adeguate protection to the colored
Republican veter through federal supervision of congressional elections
and, if necessary, the exercise of military power, was forced through
the House of fenresentatives, In the Senate, however, the bill met
d@f@ati thanks to the factithalt s smell group of western silver Republicans
joined with the Democrats to vote the bill out of its place on the
palendsr and thus moke way for the consideration of the silver bill,
Bitter resentment in the South over this atitempted northern interference

with Y"home rule® was freely expressed, and there was a general feelin

e

Hicks, op. cit., pe 236

gm

Abramovitz, Agricultural Hislory, pg. 91
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or the "Force Bill"® ss 1t was ususlly

A11 this agitstion teld hesvily
against the new third party in the South, and st leassl one shtate, Migs-
issippil, promptly adopted into its constitution what seemed to be a

. N 46
satisfactory legal formula for eliminating the Wegro vote, ©

By the election of 1892 the third party was a reslity, and

]

Honsas was one of the first states to appeal to the Ne

oy

roes for support,

e

Severel Negroes were nominated for politicael offices on the party

B

glate and there was an active drive to enli

in the election. In Texas, too, there was

to run for certein offices and to generally

The sctivities in search of Hegro support in Georpls have already been

In 1892 the southern Demoecrats were running scrred. By now the
< i
Jolored Alliance bossted s total membership of two million and hed
hecome 2 definite force in gouthern politics, Since the Pirst discussions

concerning the creation of a separste third party the Colored Allimnce

hed been one of its strongest supporiers, HNow, since the Democrats

ot

1ad chosen leveland as their presidential nominee for the forthcoming

*

nationsl elections, the Colored Alliance stood a good chance of uniting

£

with unhepoy southerners sgainst the Democratic machine and breaking

4

rty's contrel over southern politics, Cleveland wass disliked

w3
sl

the

B

‘Abramovitz, Journsl of Negro History, pz.

]
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foute

ntensely throughout the South because of his "hard money" views and

wos eccused of being s front for the Well Street financial kings. Thus

]

Cleveland's nominetion rallied meny supposedly hard-core Democrats to

1 48

p.l-

the 4}

rd party standard,”

~roeg, though supporters of the Republican pariy, no
longer bothersd to exercise theilr constitutional privilegze o

During the election of 1892 the new Populist perty in the South sought

Hegro support but at the meme time called itself = ¥white man®s party.?
This left the Colored Alliamnce casught in the middle., They saw that

A

Populists it stood a small chance at least of

ixe]

by supporting the
geining some influence and control in Southern politics., At the same
time, meny Colored Allisnce members were threatened, beaten, and

intimidated in countless ways to prevent thelr voting for the Populist

e »

candidates, In sddition, many Wegroes who had ne commection whatever

(Y o

o
[¢]

tith the Allisnce or the Populists were bullied and cosrced inte

. . ho
voting as directed or nol voting at all, ™

The election of 1892, in effect, beiled down to an all-out campaign

to preserve the Democratic contrel in the South by whelever means necessary.

kg, econcmic measures, thragts ~-

..
.;.2/



anything in short that would prevent third party support —— were resorted

to. It was, for 2ll intents and purposes, a dirty, messy fight to the

&)
fots
ﬁ
i
Foed
;..n
=

4.
9

e

bitter end and any means of wimning wes sanctionsd, When
came time to vote, though, the Populists still had sufficient resson
hope, and in some cases to feel reascnably certein that their can~-

didates would win, particulerly in Georgia, Texss, and surprisingly,

when the voles were counted, the Populist partyls and
the Negroes? hopes had been reduced to mere fantedles, Throughout the

South the Democrats had scored overwhelming vietorles, Why?

First of

el
1=
&
jna
©]
H
O
et
o
s
Fge
i
=
£

o)
wm
=
(s

g

successfully moving in

on Demccratic territery wes enocugh to meke the toughest racist Democra

SCR A

sven toug befﬁ The threat of the third periy move bolled down Lo one

word e long as the Populists gttempled an entente

iy T

with the Colored Allisnce they stood little

3

ezl chence of making eny

gaing in the Jouth, no matter who the Democretic nominee was, CUleveland

to the South, was bhetter any day than a men like Frederick Douglas

:’9

rerfeloving Tom Wetson. Southern politicians had appealed

to the rzecism in the southern personality by cleiming during the

since the Negro Allisncemesn were more numerous then ihe

whites they could ocutvete them in the Supreme Council (o silly argument

U.;.l."'lia j2Rats
QcioFar

=




really, since the numerical me jority in the Supreme Council was overe
whelningly white) of the Southern Allisnce and with the support of the

h could force a program of government allotment of lends belonging

8]

O’i%

to white farmers to negroes, as well as ensct the "Forece Bill¥ in

Congress, The mere threst of this was ths most effective way to ke

Ry

witlte voters from turning to the new leaders of the Populist pariy.-

&

3

Added to thie was the wldespresd contention thet s Populist victory

o
t..k‘-
Q
]
@

R
A%

legro supremacy and eventusl race mongrelized

Secondly, still unsure of how successful thier propag

had been, the Democrats resorted to cheating, Zallot-stuffin

faulty counting, and intimidetion of voters were 2ll rampent on election
day. fKe mentioned before, Tom Wotson lost by twice =s wany votes as
there were registered voters in his district in Georgia, In Alabama

and Mississippi Wegroes were beaten or bribed or both as they ceme to
the pelling places. Ag meny whites as Negroes were turned awsy from the

polls on every trumped up cherge they voulé think of. The Democratic

machine wes in high gear znd determined tOJSV@rythiﬂg necessary to win,
Third, meny Hegroes refused to vote, By doing so they hoped to
sccomplich two things, First they sought to avoid personal difficulty.

Meny had been szo harsssed during the cempaipgn thst they fearsd for thelr

lives, their livelihood, ond thelr familyls safety if they showed up to




vote., Second, meny, Allisnce members in perticular, operated on the
theory thal by reducing the number of votes cast, they would make it
difficult for the Democrasts to steal meny ballots, Unfortunstely thelir
gtrategy feilled., Only in North Cerolins did this move meet with any real

success »nd even here it was mere o cagse of the Southern Allisnce

being strong enough to offset Demccratic tactics than of

B . 2
politiczl force,”” 4bove all else the election

it avpparent that economic issues must remein subordinste

were a

From 189C to 1892 the 4llisnce had controlied nearly every
legislature in the South. The Uemocratic party wes virtually run by
Allisncemen. Why then, in the big test, had the 4llisnce =~= and the

0
L

Populist party == feiled so miserably? U

[

nry Demsrest Lloyd offers

perhaps the best explanstlon:
"The Democrats, the iclasses,? hate the new people who heve dared

to question the immemorisl supremecy of their aristocratic rule, =nd

who have put into actual assccistion, as not even the Republicans

e k3 B : L] ] L4 = F“
have done, political brotherhood with the despised ﬁ@g?a@@;aﬁ?
Followine the flasco of 1802
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in 1894 the Populiets bepan a critical e

7 sbramovitz, Journal of Negro History, pg. 284
5
/68beldon§ on, clt,, ppe 92
5 .
75&@ rd in St, Louls Globe Demoecrat, July 23, 1896
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of thelr fallure in the South. Alweys the enswer came back to the sane
thing == the Colored Alllsnce. Although frem its inception the Colored

Vil

Allisnce hed been tied iﬁgzsrably to the ell-white Southsrn Allisnce
the Hegross of the Colored illience hed made o grest stride to politicel
independence, Thelr establishment of a weekly newspaper, the formulatiocn
of their own "Ocala demsndsY thelr overwhelming support of the national
third party movement mede the Colored Alliance importent in itself,
Although first attrected by the promise of sharing in the white men's
ritusl and hoped-for progperity the Colored Allisnce svon oulgrew
its original need for association with the Southern 4lliance. By -
1892 this organization of two million men and women had become a strong,
independent, unified political group., Although after 1892 the Colored

Alliance was absorbed imto the Populist periy end cessed to be a

. . . s s ] N o
nization, the frightening memory lingered in the B Ath®5

In prevering for the election of 1894 meny southerners began

geriously toying with the idea of disfranchising the Negro, Iven some

&

Populists believed that disfranchisement of the Negroes weuld remove

the need that the Democrets felt to falke election results, and would

) ¢
result, if not in a Populist victory, et leest a fair electlcﬁ.5’ For

21

the time being, however, it was trested only as & pcssibllity, not

1

ag & probability., DBut the collepse of Fopulism after 1896 put an

sl
g

end to the one movement that hed every chance of preducing a truly

2

\J‘

hbramovitz, Agriculturel History, pg. 90
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2 . o
““Abramovitez, Journal of Hegro History, pg
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emancipated South in which the He
respectnhle position which might in time
and suspicion between Hegro and white,60

4

By 1901 prectizally every state in L

designed to di ise the majority of

clevsges, imposgible 11

411 of these v

the debat

support end enhenced by the emergence of

v

Tom South had been, cuite frankly, shake

pected emergence of 2 strong,

fuddenly the Negro was no longer willing

meager handouts the whites offered, XNow,
oppressed, penniless,Southern Negroes wer
common effo

that the ¢
absorbed

O

2
Ibid,, poe 41

citios oo

w2

heve broken down hostilit

he Scuth had enscted

epress

n to itg depths by

well-organiz

acoorded

S

measure

61 Poll

the Negro voters.

terscy tesls were pert of

Y

1Ve measures wWere,

gentment and fear growing out of

These fears were given

the iolored Farmerae! Allisnce,
the uneme~
ed Negro Alliance,

to bhe, docile and take whatever

in 1890, these¢ uneducatled,
e jolning together in a
Lfe.



wy
o)
)
o3
o
P
fute
o
poe
[¢)
©
found
<
]
wn
6]
[}
w
e
port
i
oy
.
et
Sy
]
ot
o
2
o
o
2
w3
0
i
&
4
8
6]
-
D
‘:4{.‘
o
o
&5
[}
o0
1
&

positive actlon. Whet 4id metter wae thel there wes emerging e
smell but sffective core of Negro leaders who, given time to plead
thelr cause, could cencelvably encourage the members of thelr race to

1

do more than

ream or accept token membersh
oy tell sbout doing something., With time and unhindered men such as

W, E..B. DuBois or Prederick Dougless could meke the Hegro a vital

force in southern politics, All the white southerner had tes do wes

te look ®ack to what trenspired in the election of 1890 and to the
appeals directed to the Negro voiling populace in 1892 to see what

could happen. 8So:long as the Negro in the South was allowed to exercise
thelr right to vote southerners would never be free of the fesr of Negro

dominstion, Disfrenchisement was the only scluticn.
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