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PREPAC

A paper of this sort, dealing with an obscure his-
.. torical figure such as Cavey Lambert, must of necessity
haﬁe a pfefaée in which the autihor can prepare the reader
for what is to come in the actual body of the text. This
'preiéée:willISEow the author?s reasoning in choesimg the
_ﬁperson as a tgpic, and what is to be gained by such a
woTk. |

Throﬁgh the life of Cavey Lambert, I hope to show
the importanoe:of men such as him Sn the frontier--the
way they lived, the work that they did, and the influence
that they had on American history as i1t developed. Cavey
Lambert is one of many like him, Methodism®s traveling
ministers devoted to thelr task of spreadiﬁg the gospel
to the layman, one of many who left their home and fa~
milies for extended lengths of time to ride horseback
across the countryside to places wiere they were needed.
Hé%%a;'chssen because of the availability of his own
handwritten account of his life, which provides not
only nistorical facts but personal attitudes and ex-
periences. This diary has been 1in my family for five
generations, passing from Cavey after his death in 1873
to his son Charles Wesley Lambert, to his grandson Arthur
Wesley Lawbert, to Arthur's son (and my father) .Paul

Charles Lambert, and then to my generation. The diary
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is now yellowed with zge, but still thriliing reading
for anyone who can translate the spidery handwriting.
QYuotations from the diary, which will be found cheifly
in Section II, will not be footnoted because of the lack
of.pagénafi§h in the original ménuscript.

This paper will Bégin.by'Setting ﬁhe scene for
CéVey*s.arrivél from England in 1830. The neighborhood
in which he settled is known in Southern: Illinois as 01ld
Pinch or Enterprise, and is itself rich in historical
celor, being only five miles south of the Birbeck-Flower
gettlement of Albion, Illinois.

The second section in the paper will deal with Caveyds
life as told in his own record of 1t, and as learned from
the Southern Illinois Conference Records of thé Methodist
Bhurch.

The . third and finallsection will expléin how Cavey?ds
life illustrates the circuit rider’s role on the frontier,
how thé people lived on the frontier, and will draw gen-
eral conclusions. to support the author?s thesis that the
circuit rider p;gyed a significant and importanf role
in“Southern Illiﬁbis during these years.

Jertain acknowledgements should also be made for
nelp gi%en me during my research. To my father, Paul
Lambert, for his help in reading the original diary,

o William A. Briggs for the material he has collected

on the history of 0ld ®ingh, to the Mckendree Libraries
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for the use of Gonference records, and to Ir.

D. Leonard for the moral support he has given me.

=WW»&4

Lana Lambert
Mey 1, 1963




SuCTION

i~

THE SCEF¥SZ: SOUTHZRI ILLITOIS
"Leep a wagothrack in your eye...and you will

find the pzmirie.! These words introduce Charles Bowwe's

book Pgeirie Alblon, the story of one small southern I1l-
inois commﬁnity. {et they typify the spirit that stirred
settlers to move westward in the 1800's. The-prairie,
unbroken, stretching wide to the eye, tall prairie grass
waving, beckoned them to settle in the Midwest. Une set-
tler who arrived in 1818 Has described the prairie as
"ierm sun, indented and irregular outline of wood, clumps
6f oak of centuries growth, tall grass(six to ten feet
high)?l The prairie was a virgin land calling to settlers.
The pfice of the land was not prohipitive~--being only

1.62 peracre or $1,036 a section.”

e

The area to ﬁhich the John Lambert, Sr. family was
to come in 1831 is known to residents of southern Ill-
inois as the land befﬁeen the two Wébashes. The Big Wa-
bash on the west winds through Wayne and White Counties
Joining the Big Wabash south of Carmi, Illinois. It is
a small river, Sbarcely more than a creek in places. Iorris

Birbeck, one of the founders of Albion, Illinois, and

l. Bowwe, Charles. ZPrairie Albion. Southern Illinois
University Press. 1962, p.43,
2. Ibid. p. T4.




later Secketary of State (1824-1825) describes it in

sne of nis letters back to Lngland as *a sluggish scanty

stream in summer, but in late winter and early spring

(it)_covers a great deal of space and rushes and rages."d
The precise area in which the ILamberts were to se-

ttle is titled now 0ld Pinch or Enterprise and i1s located

on the southeastern edge of Ldwards founty. The county

was named in 1814 after liinisn Edwards of Maryland end

Xentucky who was appointed by President KMadison to serve

as governor of Illinois.4 The first settlers in Edwards

County were squatters who lived for awhile or: government

land. The property was put on sale at the Government Land

Office in 0ld Shawmeetown, Illinois in 1814. The county

was designated by the state Legislative Council in 1814

to run

beginning at the Mouth of the Bompast (Bonpas)

Creek on the Big Wabash and running due west to

tize meridian line that runs due north from the

mouth of the Ohio River; with that meridian

line and directly north until it strikes the line

of Upper Canada; thence with the line of Upper

Canada to the line that seperates this territory

from the Indiana territory, and thence to . the
beginning...”

Pais vast area was retained for only two years and by

1824 had been gut to make Edwards County measure only

220 square miles. %he county seat was originslly desig-

nated as Palmyra (City of P&lms). However, a near-by

5. Boewe, op.oit. ».D
4. Dukes, Ldgar L. Yester-Years in Hdwards County.
privately published, Alkion, Illinols, 1950. p.46.
5. 'Dukes, 1bld, p. 56. Bill of the State Legislative Council.




Englisn settlement bearing the poetic name of Albion
(Wnite CGliffs) was bezun in 1818 and rapidly gained
prestige;in 1820 the county seat was removed by the leg-
islature to Albion. Albion has been called the "little
Tngland" of Southern I1linois and such of the English
influenée can be still seen there in the old family names
and records. The community beéan:ih 1818 uader the guid-
ance of George’ﬁlower and Morris Birbeck. They describéd
thelr founding aims asi:"on these estates we hope to live
much as we have beeh accﬁstqmed to live in England. But
tHhis is not the country for fine gentlemen: or fine
ladies of any class or description, especially for those
who love state or require abundance of attendants."O

The founders thus desired to begin an unpretentioué Eng-
lish community, inferring thet i1t would be for those

of the middle classes who could afford to come, but

would not expect great luxury. The founders carried

on an extensive advertising program in England for thelr
community, describing it eloquently in pamphlets distri-
buted in England, and urging settlers to Join them on

the American frontier. By 1830 the response was great
and Albion was a prosperous frontier comnunity.7 The
city had a pepulation of 4-5000 persons, good roads and

streets, with an exceptional trail leading from Albion +to

6. ZRBoewe, pp cit, p. 57.
7. ©See part II, quote from Charles Zoewe, for a sample
of this type of advertisement.
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Palmyra, nice looking homes and cottages, & school sys-
tem of high quality, and a large hotel. The settlers
were not rough, as in most western towas, and Llbion was
considered oneiof the better Englisn communities in the
United_Stateé.8 The Lamberts (as will be discussed
in Section II) spent their first winter in America in
Albion befofé:purchaéing their own farm land.

0ld ®inch or Enterprise (as it is now known), wheme
the Lamberts finally settled, 1% the neighborhood with
the best defined boundaries in Edwerds County. On the
north i1s Indian Creek, on the east the Bounpas Creek,
(nemed by a Frenchman because it was so narrow it cqﬂd
be: crossed with one bon pas, or good step), on the
south Wigger Creek (mamed after a sebtlement of Traa
colored eoliizens on Lihs north hadk) =nd on the west the
Yoridian Road. The area is thus about five square miles,
and clearly marﬁéd. 2

The weather in this Midwestern area, the “8den
between two riverg" as the Indians called it, ranges
from extremely humid and warm_tb severaéoid aad snow.
The large number of creeks and rivers rise in the
spring, flooding the excellent farm land along the river
bottems. The arez has been called the -"utopia b#lt

of a great midland." Many of the settlers recognized

%%N _~ o . §
Q. : 0f81d: Llnch oz bn%@rprise.
oo Drlvately publlshed Indiananolis, Indlana. P. 1

V.1
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this and aleo ""wanted a place far enough south to escape
the brutal cold of the Korth, and far enough north to
escape the brutal slavery of the South. "0

Life in.this aréqzmhbwever, was no% entirely a
Utopian existence. .ASfététéd béfdre;the rivers rose during
the spring, flooding é;léfge'numbéf of the farms. There
were few doctors residiﬁg in.fhe'area and diseases ran
rampant. The measles;'thé mﬁﬁpsi_the fiu,_of'even.the
common cold could spread into a wide épidemic in a few
days because of lack of medical care, and lack of sanitary
provisions. Cavey Lamberf as we shall see, fathered
fifteen children, of whom only three survived past the
age of eighteen months. Women and infants often failed
to survive the ordeal of childbirth because of the lack
of medical care. The general living conditions were dif-
and strenuous under the best of circumstances.

The area was primarily a farming community. Cul-
tivation during the first few years a plot was farmed was
difficult because of the tough gnarled weeBs of the prairie
gass. The first few years however, the tough prérie
grass roots prevented the growth of other weeds. But,
after a year or two of cultivation the roots decayed and
cultivation tc exterminate weeds became necessary. <Corm,

Vueat, oats, and the different kinds of hay raised to

10. Brownell, Baker. The Other Illinois. Buell, Sloan,
and Pearce. Iew York, 1958. De 93.
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feed cattle and hogs comprised the main crops. In ad-

¢ition potatoes were raised for a while as a commercial
Crop.. Fiax and cotten were raised and spun® until the
slavé;lébor, rapid transportation and the factory spinning
and Weéﬁing méde it pdssible to obtain cloth easily and
cheabi&. Many of the settlers raised thelr own tobacco
for smoking and chewing, and many also grew castor beans
to press into castdf-@il for medicinal purposes. Almost
every farmer manufactured his own sorghum and sweetening.
One of the first requisites for a settler was the estab-
lisment of a mill for grinding grain. Various types
were found in southermIllinois,including ox-mills, water-
mills, team-mills, hand-mills and wind-mills., David
Lambert, younger brother of Cavey, established a cane
mill in Pinch that served the entire neighborhood in the
1ate:186o's and 187O's.ll The maintenance of the
féiﬁs and the crops produced were the chelf concerns
of the settler.

A second concern was entertainment. In large
part, the southern Illinois settler, Jjust as settlers
elsewhere, ®ound 1t necessary to provide his own enter-
tainment. Ixemples of this are found

pulls, "nutting"

expeditions (gathering nuts in the fall
in the fiver‘boftems), barn-raisings, and water-melon
festivals. AIlamﬁseﬁents were simple--the main one for
men hunting, and for women, as in all times, gossip.

In addition tovm balls and singing fests were held. 3By

11. 3Zriggs, 0D cit, p. 48,

[ 2
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the 185C!s traveling exhibitions had begun to appear,
_ 12
beginning the modern trend toward spectator amusements.

The religious feelings in Southerm Illinois have been

[

termed a worship of the "revival God." ” The area is
predominantly Prctestant;_especially in the south-eastern
Illinois settlements, which Were'primérily English and
Scotch-Irish. The main sectzm were the Baptists, (iﬁ part-
icular the Southern Baptists), the Presbyterians (who
migrated upward from Kentﬁbkfand Tennessee) and the
Methodists. HMethodism in Illinois began in 1801 and car=-
ried on strong throughout its histemry, The MHethodist
Church brough with it an implied organiation--an aristoc-
racy of service presided over by the bishops and ruled

by the circuit riders.l4

These circuit riders travelled
wide ranges and influenced the lives of the majority of
those with whom they came into contact. These circuit
riders often had from a dozen to a score of "appoint-
ments" (or kesignated preaching engagements)lto £i1l on
their’circuits. They were not only a source of religion,
preaching the gospel and reading the rules at every

stop, but also of information and news (both political
and social), of postal service (at times forwarding mess-

ages from neighbor to neighbor) and even agricultural

advice. These circuit riders retained a voice in the

12. Jonnsony, ©Sharles Benewlyn. #Flanigan-Fearson Company.
Illinois in the Fifties. Champaign, I1l. 191&8. ». T76.

15. Brownell, gop cit.  ». 191 _

14. Pease, T.O. The Btory of Illinois. The University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, Iqlinois. 1943. p. 170.
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wide-spread fairs of the Church as long as devotion

and bodily strength enabled them to ride .and preach..

e

Below them, as a strengthening base, were the super-an-
nuated ministers, whq lived in one permanent residence.
These Super-éﬁnﬁatédqministers hédfﬁo voice in the gov-
ernment of the church but served ih an active role in

their own community, combirining their talents in teaching

and fortifying the converts.15

The Revival God of Southern Illinols confined the
mind and emotions of the people who served him. In
this cowtry religion was more tortured than it is now.

4 convert violently confirmed his conversion, and a. sin-

ner bitterly repudiated the Christian teachings. The -
religion controllied the socilal 1life of believers in =

way that was much more public than it is now. The
Methodlists attempted to substitute the exuberant religion
of revivalism for the coarser pleasures of the frontier.10

Camp meetings and revivals were occaslons of great spirit

snich tne members regained zeal, and non-members got

3] 1} o

religion,:: in the old fashioned sense. These tent or
camp ﬁéeti£gs Were.freqﬁently heléd because the minister:
wers often able to reach each of his appointments only once
2 month, and then at night oz on a weekday. Camp meetings
were planned by the ministers while at conference and

care was taken not to hold them too close to one another

in an area at the same time, so that 2ll in the area would

15, FPease, 0p cit, p. 171.
16. Browaell, op cit, p. 92.



be abkle to ettend. The time chosen was usually in aut-
umn wnen farm work was slack. These meetings attracted
many who were uninterested in religion but ended up
converted. It has oftep_been said that as many came

to scoff as to pray. QWéVer, the revivals were a means,

and é_quite efs ect¢ve‘5ne;.éfﬁaréwing more peopnle into

the: folds of the churchfand:df increasing the wmembers’
falth and spirit. Thsfﬁéﬁfﬁiﬁg bench, on walch the seekers
aftér the faitn sat to pray and show their concern for

tae guest,was freQuently in usge. The preachers brougnt

/

7as regarded as an occaslon of great emotion =nd rejolcing.

fiery gospels of hell-fire and damnation,and salvation

wt

3

nesg camp meetings and revivals were sometimes held at

—_—

the same time as the guarterly meeting to which  the
Fresiding EZlder aznd several ministers camel? Cthers were
hield simply to bring the people of a neignborhood together

It has been noted that some zedous members attended thyee

(@]
L
i

ouxr suchk meetvings sach autuma.

i1y

This relligious fervor was not confined merely to

ese ﬁeeﬁiﬁws,-but was goread to ewvery congregation thatd

ﬁ%e ﬂi%c&ﬂt rider met. In addition to these circult
riderg There wers twoiclasses of 11“awtero to ald shemne-

the local preachers, who gere llicensed to preech on ithe

cirecult by the c¢lrcult rider, znd the erxhorier, who was
< . = R . .
Iitensed to glve testimonials. Bach srea on the circult

1nto a class, which had 2 leader and hneld
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its own tings during the absence of the pastor,
led by en exhorter or local preacher,

?he circuit riders in Soutiniexmp Illinois were not
uneduéafeé men, usﬁally naving either formal religious

training at the Lebonan seminary(estadlisghed in 1828)

or by a rigid self-training program. The Annual Con~

ference of 1827, held at Mp. farmel, Illinois, set forth

the necessady things a2 circult rider must know as follows:

The Holy Ghost salth; "Study to show thyselfl

approved unto God, a Workman that needneth

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word

of truth. Holé fast the form of sound wWords

wnich thou heard from nme, in faith and love

which im in Jesus Christ." Given sttendance

to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

It is therfere 'recommended to candidates for

the ministry to study and make themselves acg-

uainted with the follewing important points

of doctrine: the general depravity and cor-

ruption of the human heart, redemption by

Christ, repentance tBward God, Justification

by faith, the direct witness of the EHoly

Spirit, hwoliness of neart and life, includiag

regeneration and sanctification, the divinity

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the perseverance

of those who have been Justified, Dbaptism,

the resurgection of the dead, and future re-

wards and punishments. It i1s recommended

to them to study the nature and prénciples of

Church government, especially our own; the

philosophy or grammar of the Inglisk language;

geograpny; anclent history; ecclesiastical

nistory; moral and natural pnilcsophy and logic.

To aid the student in the aoqulsltlon of these

important branches of knowledge, the reading of

the following books, or as many of them ag

can be obtained,_ip,feoomménded; The Holy

gcrlntures, Wiesley¥s Notes, Bensonts, Coke'

ﬁd ularke s Gommentaries, ¥esley?s Hermongi-
Angwer- to rajlor, Seintd: .dest;tgenson?s Ser-

mons, Pletcherls Checke and Appeal, Foxtrait of

Saint Faul, &ai“on s Theological Institutes,

Wood's orx yartlndale s Dictionary, the Methodist



Disciplire, Murray's Gremmar, lorse's Geo-

graphy, Rollin's Ancient History, Mossheinm's

Bcclesiastical History, Lock on the Under-

standing, Paley's Frilosophy, Duncan's or 18

Watt's Logic, the Methodist lMagazine. (sic)

It can Bé’ééen-from_this that the minister had se®~
-gégl areas in.ﬁhi¢h hé?wgs required to be well-versed--
the doctrine of the church, the langﬁaée_of the people,
philosophy, gédgfaphy, ancient and édcieSiastical?his_
- tory, and logic. Through these fields of study the
minister could prepare himself for fhé.wald ﬁide work
of the church.

Within the HMethodist Church operated several organ-
izations to carry out its work. These included Commit-
tees on Missions, Fducatiéan (which founded such insti-
tutions as McKendree College and the Southern Illinoils
?emale_ﬁcédamy), the Temperance Union, the Tract Cause
(wﬁicﬁ‘gorked closely with the American Tract Segiety,
6n§;0f Gavey Lambert's favorite causes), and the Sunday
Sciool Gommitfee. Gonference wide_rg&ivals and camp
méetings_were also held to promcte religious feeling.

The.church included both ¥egro and white members,
although they were counted seperately, and in Illinois
didring the Civil War worked for the freedom of the slaves
iq the South.

The church worked against what 1t considered to
~be decadence in frontier life. Temperance was a large
issue, and Edwards County eventually become one of the

19

few "dry" counties in the state. The circuit riders

18, ILeaton, James. Iethodism in:Illinois. Walden and
Stoww, Cincinatti, Ohio. pp 259-2860,
19, For Cavey Lambertds attitude on this, see Section II.
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gambling (whether dice or card-playing), dancing, and
thef$, and exclusive organizations. An example of tais

can be seen at the General Conference of 1825 at whicn
_Ebenezeer L. Webster waS'm%ﬁeQ election as an Elder because
of his connection with the Freemasons.go As has been
stated eérliéf;.they:éttémpféd tb:subétitute religious
.énfhuéiasﬁ_fdr tﬁé.mééhétiém-df.sucﬁ pastimes.

Religion énd.ﬁethbdism;thus playéd and important role
in the settleris life. iﬁ'vééﬁsdgiﬁfiuential that though
usually no churches were builthﬂeéﬁings were often held
in the public buildigrgs--the schodls and court-houses.?2l
Serparation of church and stéﬁéiﬁaé virtually unknowa in
the rural community. HMayy of.fhgjéircuit riders even
doubled as school teachers and pbliticiéns}

¥ethodism in the area w§ are most concerned with,
0ld P;nch, was extremely important. The first family

in the area, the Dewhirtst family (cousins of the Lamberts

o

and the family.ofeeaveyﬁs Bride) Waé of the 1egan
,ﬁgthddiSt movement in Eéglaﬁd. .Hé%évéf,iiﬁ'thé;eariy q
years denominational lines in Pinch were largely ignored
because of the scarcity of'settlérs;. In'1825 a Methodist
soclety was taking form, but in 1833 an organized Union
Church (for all denominations of the Protestaht faith)
wag formed which later became affiliated with the Congre-
gational Church. However, the niéghbd;ﬁbdd remained
pre-eminently lMetrnodist and the Class continued to

meet, occasionally visited by a minister from the Wabash

20. Leaton, op cit, p. 301.
21. Johnson, opecit, p. 58.
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circult. The lMethodists Jolined tnethe erection of Un-
ion Church, but remained a seperate denomination. In
1834 a second class formed, of which Javey Lambert was
leader. TFrom this start Methodism continued in this
neighborhood much as in the rest of Southern Iilinois,
playing an important role.22 It was intgkﬁhis climate
that the Lambert family ha& migrated. e

By the 185015 the real pioneer days on the frontier
were rapidly drawing to a close. ZFrame houses were belng
built to replace the cruder cabins and more convenlences
were available to the settlers. The rallroads and roads
were becoming more developed and offering better trans-
portation. The cheilf means of trzvel was stlll the horse
but now he travaeled on better roads rather than merely
on trails. Thus the end of the life of Cavey Lambert
was lived more comfortably, though far’from being un-
rugged. The Civil Wafiféars brought?éﬁéﬁ:greater
advancemehts and greatiyﬂimproved the_standards of 1liv-
ing for the frontiersman of the West.

This breif sketch of the prevalling circumstances
during the life of our protagonist should give the
reader a context into which to place Cavey Lambert®s

life. Let us then turn to the man himself.
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SECTION IT

THE MAN:CAVEY LAMBERT

Cavey Lambert was born at Haxey, in the county of
Lincolnshiré, England on January 1, 1809. He was the
son of John and Ann Lambert. His father, John, was by
trade a(clock-maker.énd farmer, and the family was,
by the standards of the day, well-to-de and moved in
the upper middle class. The children received an ed-
ucation well above that of the average of the time.
Cavey tells us that his parents were not religious when
he was small but his mother "early taught me (Cavey)
with the other children, to repeate the Lord's Prayer,
with other short prayers, When going to bed at night.
At sixz years of age, f((Cavey) learned the catechism
of the Church of England. My attentlion was called to
reading plain and easy part® of the Bible and other
good boogs. Jome time after this, Cavey accompanied
an uncle several times to hear a Céivinist minister.
Calvinism and Calvinist preachefs were then at a vogue
in England and many of the middle class were turning to
the Calvinistic faith especially because of its Jjusti-
fication for capitalism through thie doctrine of pre-~
destination and the supremacffof the Zlect. This

inclination has been explained Wy historians through
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theories such as the Weber thesisg. CJevey's femily

fell into this mlddle class classification and 1t 1s
understandable that his uncle freguently took the young
boy to tear Calvianist ministers. OCavey says of the ex-

]

perience "...hig presching did not much attract my at-

tention; yet the Hymns sun%did, many of which I remem-

ber to thig day." These statements concerning his early
religious trainihg are made in the light of Cavey's lat-
er strong religlous convictlons, and show a truly Christ-
lan search for God. He says of tials attractwﬁfvnymﬂs
and the Church "The spirit of the IQrd was entwining
about my heart.!

Cavey's acéuaintance with the Methodists began in
his twelftn year when both this perents Jolned the ¥eth-

= o

0&lst Churchn. dJohg,thne fatner of the famlly, had relfused

tne Calvinist Boctrines of predestination and was opposed
to the Ohurch of Tngland because of its extremely for-

ma2l organization and dogmatism. His wife, and Cavey's
mother, Ann, leaned strangly toward the Church of Eng-

land @8 1s evidenced by Cavey's learning of that Church's
catechlsm and prayers. Yet she was a loyal wife and when
her husband gave the ¥ethodists %ils strong support, she:
Jjolned his sentimeht. ¥o record exists whikeh shows whether
the church they Joined was tgéAPrimitive, the Hew Con=

nection, or the Wesleyan Methodists, but we cen be sure
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that 1t was not the Methodist Episcopslians for they

"3
. g b a4 as )
were not organized in Zagland at that time.”

It =seems
probable that the family was affiliated with the Wesleyan
¥ethodists, tihe same as thelr cousins, the Dewhirsts.
Thé_faniiy ﬁ@ﬁéiinjgéxey became a sfopping vlace for
tra?éling'ﬁethbdiét*ﬁihiéters,'the'fa;ily albar’ Was
erected, and the entire family regularly attended reli-
gioué serﬁives. Cavey says that frpn this tiee he "...
was é:subject bfgalnosﬁ cdnstaﬂi.cdnvictions, but I‘re-
sisted the ¥oly Ghost, and it's of‘the Iord's Mercy (that)
I am not consumed." The situation in England during
these years grew gfadually worse in all spheres, financiéi,
moral, religioﬁsly, and governmentally. The cilrcumstances
became such that in 1829 the family made the decision

to migrate to America. They chose as their des%iééﬁion
Zdwards County, Illinoils, the site of the renowmed "Little
English? settlement, Albion, Illinois. Albion had %een
'founded‘in 1818 by Horris Birbeck and George ?lower, and
the settlement was known to‘Englishnen throughout the
young United States and in the mother-country. Those
traveling in the wmid-west ﬁeﬁer failed to visit it and
describe it in glowing terms as a place where Englishmen
remained truly English. The founders sent pamphlets to
Zngland to interest new settlers in the territory. One

of %these pamphlets probably fell into the hands of the

23, Briggs, op cit. p. 71
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Lembert family, and influenced their desire to setile in

Illinois. The authors of these pamphlets first described

the area to the prospective settler and then posed sev-

eral questions to him to determine his desire to settle

in the United States:

Pirst, Is it essential to your prosperity and hap-
piness that you leave England?

Second, Do the habits and character of the Am-
erican-people afford you rational grounds for de-
siring to become their fellow cltizens?

Third, Have all of you the dispositions required to
become cultivators of the wilderness?

fourth, Assuming that you have those dispositiaons,

suits and can you endure the difficulties and @ .
dangers necessarily attendant on such a situation?2”

The author then added a comment of his own after posing

these questions, saylng::

If, after cool, deliberate and rational con-
sideration, with your minds as free from en-
thusiastic expectations connected from this
continent as well as they can be under the
present order of things in Englend, you can
answer in the affirmative, then I have little
doubt of the propriety of recommendingego
your attention the Illinols territory.

In this pamphlet can be seen an indication of the

circumstances in England that prompted the Lambert fam-

ily to leave England, and choose Edwards County as thelr

settling place. In 1829 they sailed from Hull as a par-

ty of eight, Gavey (age twenty) uils brotuer David (age

fourteen), his sister Mps. Barah Lambert Jurtis, her

Zewwe, p. 89, 0op cit.
Ibid, p. 89.



ausband Eichard D. OCurtis, their two small daughters

Ann and Selina, and the parents John and Ann Lambert,
Senior. In fugust of 1829 they arrived in Albion, Il-
linois, and spent the whnter there while looking for land
to settle on. 3By Marcﬁ;ffhe_father and son had decided
upon a tract of land, éﬁd E&ﬁé?&éidounty Records show

that on March 4, 1830, 55Vey éﬁtefed the east half of

the northwest of seclon thirty-one (he had recently passed
his twenty-first birthday and ﬁas abie tongé a legal land=-
holder) and on March 22, 1830, his father entered the

west half of the south-east quarter of section thirty.

The cost of the land was only #1.25 peyécre but had to

be paid in cash. The familly business.in Haxey had been
sold before leaving England, and had evidently brought
quite a large sum of money that was used both for the
passage across the ocean and for the land purchase. The
two tracts purchased were joined at the northwest-south-
east corner, Cavey*s tract being prairie, his father's
timbey, making the two an ideal combination. Only one
house was built, believed to be on Cavey's tract for

two reasons (1) that it was prairie and would not have

to be cleared, and that logs from his father®s timber

land could be used, and (2) and old well that lies to-

day on the south forty of the prakrrie tract and would

have provided a water supply for the family. The Lamberts

evidently had good farm equipment, for in July of 2831



they drove to Mt

bring a group of nine frieads from Haxey to settle in

the Edwards County 0ld Pinch neighborhood. The father
John cbntinuéd purchasing land and eventyally became one
of the largest resident land holders in.the southern part

of the state.26

Cavey, in his diary, tells us that in Edwards County
the public means of grace were "few and far between; and
Infidelity stalked forth with & bold front." He SEFS
of his own attitudes at this time "Althguéh very wicked
I despised Infidelity; but I seldon ﬁent to meeting,
it being four miles of me, and preaching (was) on week-
days."

ﬁvents in 1831-32 caused Cavey to increase his re-
ligious feeling. In the spring of 1831 one of his cousins
(probably a Dewhirts) was kiiled trying to yoke a stéer.
This made a “deep imﬁreésion on (his) mind." On July
14, 1831, helwas married to his cousin Chariotte Dewhirst
wno had recently arrived from England. Cavey says of
his marriage ‘"Here the providence of God was singularly
display@d in ieading me to this cholce. My wife had joined
the church as a seeker of religion, sometime.before our
marriage." The third event that influenced his relig-
ious conséience zreatly was a tragedy--the death of his

dearly beloved sister, Sarah Lambert Curtis. The death
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rad a pmfound effect upon him and he “made many vows

to serve the Lord, and with the consEht of my partner
(Charlotte) (I) attempted to set up the family altar.!

This attempt ﬁés not successful for in speeking of thé

gsme family alter he says that he "frequently let it fall

dovm." Juné_iBé 1§$2.hié fifé£_$oﬁdehn was born and

his a%téﬁdénce'at méétiﬁgs incréased. He had one fav-~
orite minister, the Reverend.James Headley and went

to near Wim at every op@bfﬁﬁﬁi%y; 0f these meetings

he says that he "nearly every time resolved to join

the Church, but Broke my vows again and again." On Aug-

ust 6, 1833, he recounts that. for the first tiﬁe he op=-
ened his mind to the peeple of God and asked them to

pray fox him and the salvation of his soul. He' describes'

a camp meeting of the time, held on Auguétﬂl3; 1833 that
shows how the splrit of his conversion and %§éi§£irit

of a revival operated. "On the 13th of -uguéfﬁ(he says)

I went to a Camp meeting;.to seek the salvation of ny
éoul. The first sermon preached was on this text ¥ What
shall I do to be saved?! the preacher a good_man. (He)
spent most of the timeoallotted for preaching in con-

troverse, this did not meet my case. At night the

Reverend James IicKine preached. His text waé 'Re ye

therefore sober and watch unto prayer.' Hiz solemn

Ees)

{

manner of address, his earnest appeals to his hearers,

forceable, struck me, tie word reached my heart. He was



followed by Brother Joseph Carton, of blessed memory,
wno closed his exnortation b; inviting mourners to the
Altar I went forward, but unbelief kept
me from obtaining the blessing. Late 1in the night, the
Reve@rend Archibal Rébgrﬁs opened the door of the church
and },'wifh othefs;;ﬁéﬁﬁfﬁérﬁard and joined the Methodist
Shurch. " St

This excerpt frbﬁ ﬁié diary shows Cavey's earnest-
ness in seeking.tﬁé Iord and his fervor at the revival
for h€ remembers for a number of years even the texts
of the sermons preached. His conversion, however, was
not yet completed fmr he says in his diary a little
later: "Here I resolved to take up every cross and if
I perishéd, I would periéh cfying out for the Lord. Af-
ter returning home I toliﬂmy partner(Charlotte) what I
had done and we now.resolved to erect the family altar
resolving with the help of God, to never let it go down.
Some days ariter this, the hand of the Lord was heavy
upon ne. I was truly weary and heavy laden. After the
morning family worshlip, I retired into my corn field to
pray, and remainei untii the middle of the afternoon,
and then God, in Mercy, spoke peac® to my soul. I had
not great emotion, or joy, but I had 'neace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ.' I went to the house and

told uy wife what God had done for my soul. Bhe never
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rested until she had owtained the same wlesBilng.

3]

After thls experience Cavey theew himself fér-
vently into the work of the church. His second child
Hancy was born September 851838, and in Februvary, 1834,
the meeting clase in the Wabasa Circuit of the Hethodist
Church was divided, fhe_ﬁew.one'being organﬁ£d in Bon-
pas FPrairie with seven men and their wives as members.
Cavey was appointed leader of the classgi which remained
as part of the Wabash Gircuit, but was strongly soliciting
to the Presiding Elders for preaching in the Bonpas
Prairie neighborhood. Tae minister on the ¥Wabash Cir-
cult, Reverend Jemes Walker, could not give 1t, and with
Brother Walker's consent, Cavey, as leader of the class,
met with the minister of the Mount Carmel Circuit. The
class was taken into that circuited and received preacaing
services. This periodical preachiﬁg was not sufficlently
frequent to meet their desires. ¢Cavey then "feeling it
my duty to ald sinners to seek the Lord, witﬁ the congent
of the class, Brother Mcluntry gave me a verbal license
to exhort. %ith much fear and trembling I tried to
warn Sinners to flee from the wrath te come." Cavey

thug begzen his carebr ss ppn exhorber. 4% the

meeling the Conference of the Mount: Carmel

nis work.

licenpe to exhort and he continued

The Lemberts' third child, David, was born February
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12, 1835, A% the secondly gquarterly meeting of 1825
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Cavey was licensed as a local preacher in the Methodist
Church. e continued leading the class and exhorting

in his owa uwelghbozxhood,.  As 1s well know, the health
standards and chi1d oa:e during tkis neriod were sadly
inadeguate. The youngest child Ea&id became 111 aad
died iﬂ-Septeﬁber, not yet one yéar old. ©Davey says

of this experience "this was a trial not yet experienced
but through grace Iywas enabled to kiss the sod, and
bless the hand divine.” In just one month after this
occurence the fourth child of the coupnle, another boy,
Charles Dewhirst Lembert, was born. During this year
CEvey gréatly incfeased his activities as local »reacher,
but resisted the ur§ing of the circuit minister that he
joiln the circuit riderg on the Jonference. He con-

tinuved to ald the ministers while working ag a Ffarmer

[

on the land t§§é he shared with his family. In 1837 the
couple became.parents of twins both of whom died within
months after thelr birth. In September of the smme
year (1837) the youngest son Charles died. Cavey bore
these:griefs guietly telling us that "the Lord gave
and the Lord hath taken away; Elesseé be the name of
the Lord."

Savej tells us little of the years 1838-1879, but
does describe several revival meetings: that he attended.

He became a father once azain, in Jul;
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oanly to
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lose the child Joseph 1n August. He was evidently re-



conclled to the logs of his children to cimildhood disease,

for he does not bewzil the child%s death and spoke of

vear as one of great prosperity, during which the work

)

7t

f Zod went on gloriously.“ The last quarterly meeting
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the Charge recomméthQ Cévey to the Conference for
ordination as a Deacon, and on September 17, 1840 he was
ordainéd by %gsﬁdp Waugh; That winter he also taught
school fdr three months (at the salary of £36.00) and
his wife bore him another child, Jabey. In the year of
1841 he was appointed to the office of Circuit Steward,
and began to devote more time to the Church. In Septem-

ber of 1841 the child Jabey died, before reaching his

P
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irst birthday.
Cavey again taught school in the winter of 1841

and also nelped, with other local pregchers, to carry
on a locel revival while the regular ministers were away
at fonference. Javey preached several sefﬁons and
1talls_ué that "the Lowd manifested himself in power.
Sinners were cénverted and the people of God greatly
blesseds

fﬁ 5u1y of 1842 the family unde¥went another
great health trial-~Cavey tells us that he "experienceci:
versonal and much family affltetion." The entire family,
including Crnarlotte became infected ﬁith the measles.,
The disease brougnt about premature childbirth and tue

o

ninthk child of the family, another son Solomon, was born.
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¥e lived only two months, the seventh child of the cou-
ple to die in infancy.

“rhe winter of 1842-43 saw Cavey with his brothers
travéiling down the river in a flatboat, headed towéfd
Hew G:léans th;ough5tké.course of the Wabash, Ohio,
aﬁdtﬁississippi Riverg,_ The'venthé Was not success-
fﬁl, the boat sunk, éﬁd the brotﬁéfSElost nearly all
thgy’had in the boat. The summer oi 1843 was a trouble-
some one--Cavey suffered fron'an"inflahéfion of the 1lib-
er and was unable to work tkrough the harvest, and in
September, additional tragedy befell the family. His
father, John, at the age of 80, died. ¥e tells us
that despite these personal troubles he rejoiced that
ﬁhe year was a good one Tor the Conference. The circuit
on which the Finch llelghborhood was located was made
nuch small and renamed the Lawrenceville Circuit. HMore
people atéendedﬁéiéssineétings and pféackihg. Two
good camp neetinés were held,

The couﬁlabéﬁaﬁelparehts again In August of 1844 to
a son, Thomas, who lived until September of 1845, 1In
October of 1846, a daughter, ‘Elizabeth was born.

In 1844 ¥r, and ¥re. Cavey Lambert joined with
several others’ in the neiéhborhood to hold and lead
a camp meeting. The locétibn chosen for the meeting was
near thelr farm, where the ground-waS“gégh and dry, end

a near-sy pond could be dug for watering the horses of



who were attending the meeting. One of the minizzers

at the meeting was the renowned Peter Cartwright, from
whom Savey undoubtedly gained much inspiration for his
later carser. This was termea later "a good meeting"
and is probab}y one Qf_the ores fron ﬁhich Cavey emerged
with strengthened spirit and more fully prepared for
becoming “a circuit rider himself.

In September of 1847, Cavey became an agent for the
American Tract Society, first in Edwards and then in
Wayne and Wabash Counties. The American Tract Society
had been founded in Few York in 1825. Its purpose was
tp ppread evangelical Protestant doctrines throughout
the land. The doctrines 1t enunciated were thus very
broad in order to be acceptable %o ail members of Pro-
testant churches. The society was wéil5§ﬁ§pmrted
financially and had a vast output of ﬁaferial. Some of

the more important publications included a f£ifteen vol-

ume work entitled Zvangelical Family Librasry, and a

twenty-five volume Heligious Library. A paper, Cnristian

-

#Eeggengzer, was also published and widely circulated.

The Society also cooverated with Temperance, Bible,
Missionary, and Sabbath Societies in printing and circu-
lating their literature. Also published were histories,

biogravhies, devotional works

Pilerim's Frogress. More interesting were the pamphlets
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put out by the society dealing with such topics as

"the Evils of Excessive Drinking," "The Ruinous Con-
éequences of Gambling," and "Diviﬂe,Snngs for Children."
These pamphlets and thé booké published by the society |
were powerful and effective in disseminating Protestant
'@octrines.26 In this work.Cavey.fravelled extensively,
:ﬁaking available to the frotéStant settlers the various
religious pamphlets and books. This then was work not

Just for the Methodist Church, but for the entire Christian
and especlally Protestant faith.

Cavey's religious work was gradually superceeding
his farm labor. In September of 1848 Cavey attended
Annual Conference in Belleville, Illinois and was or-
dained Elder by Bishop Morris. e attended camp meetings
throughout southeriyu Illinois during this pertod travel-
ling %rns the company of a group of various circuit rid-
ers. In January of 1849 another child, Jacob, was born
and lived until Hovember of the same year.

In April of 1850 because of need Cavey became a
oircult rider, consentiag at tpe_requent of the Fre-
siding Elder to ride the Olﬁey.ﬁircuit for the remainder
of the year, the appointed minister having left. On
April the 1lst, 1850 he left home for the first time
for his circuit. On this charge he preached not in

churches, but in homes, -school houses-and court houses.

26. Olmstead, 0liftom. History of Relipion in the United
States. Frentice Hall Company. Englewood Cliffs,
Hew Jersey. 1960. p. 293.
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He tells us of his feellngs at fhe first meeting he
neld of leaders of local parisnes nheld in Clney, Il-
linois on April &, 1850. "Here I felt the weight of
responsibility of havingxcharge of a Circuit, with all
its paihs; and félt.theﬂﬁééd of being well versed in
our excellent d1501p11ne.1 He glves us 1mpre581ons of
the people on his charge.;n Suéh.phraSes gs'"the cause
of God is very weak here, nb class leader, aﬁd the
class book loStZ? "here are some warm hearted Meth-
odists,¥ or put up at the son of one of my old friends
but found him & prodigal indeed."

After his start on the Olne& Circuit Cavey begen
to keep hils diary by days, recording where he preached,
the text of kis sermon, where he stayed for the night,
and the religioug;@ttitudeﬁof the classes he preached
sermons to. ke récords the -proceedings of the quarterly
conference telllnv of tne ?ast Day and the Love feast.
He also telis us bhat "tne Stevards not having provided
it, the Lord%s Dupper3.as aot admlnlstered. On 4pril
24, 1850 ne returnec home ﬁrom ‘him Tircuit and found
on his arrival that all ﬁas well. His first round on
the clrcuit had taken twenty-four days, including four
spent at Quarterly CTonference. His orientation as
a circult rider was begun. His words of thanks upon
arriving at home to find all well are echoed through-
out the sgketch of his iife, “‘hanns be to God for his

goodness to me and mine." When he spesks of a fundral
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ne often refers to good and honest church members as
"01d Soldiers of the Cross" and extolls their virtues
highly, i.e. "Brother Eestewas a good man. I have known
him many yearé——his path was that of the Just, shining
more énd more to the perxact day."

Cn July 6 1051 vaej ﬂt*ended a Quarterlv meating,
‘the llrst ;1nce he had been Uut on a circuilt and at

wrich the verular exa ation of character took place.

c’

He gers of this examinstion "I Felt the responsibility
to be great, but the Iord suétalncu we. - Ois caaracter
duly pessed the routine examination, asiit did on all
subsequent occasions.

Javey was by this time e grandfather, His daughter

Fancy had marriea and bore a child. No record can be

found oi the date of this marriage, but we know tha

ck

Nancy was now = woman of elghteen years. Cevey speak
of teking the &aughter nand her child home for a vistt
during one of his trips around the circuit. Al the

ext guarterly meeting that was held Cavey promised the
Presiding Zlder that he would continue to travel rather
that become a settled minister as his family could not
not be moved at this tinme.

Javey continues to keep his diary day by deay, tel=~

ling wnere he preached. An interesting episode during
this_ggaf is a sermon preaached by'one of hisz laymen

0ld CGrandfatner Honlcal, a "man of 88 years who preached



on the text"'segualint now theysel? with him, 2nd be
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at péace and then by good shall come upon thee." ‘(sic)
Cavey says "While the old veteran of the cross étood
totfering uﬁder the welght of years, expoﬁnding the
sacred truth of God's VWord, with a countenance expres-
sive of the Happiness of his soul, sinners were made

to tremble, and saints shout for joy." He later dis-
cusses a revival at wihich the preaching wes shared

with another circuit rider, describing it as a "truly
solemn time. At the‘end-ﬁourners were invited'to come
forward, the Lord was present 1o heal, and the shouts

of new born babes wé&re heard in the Camp."

Concerning
a later meeting, his last appointment for the year on the
Olney Circult, at wnich little aoparent good seemed to

have been accomplisped Favey does not gmo% disappoint-

ment but says 1nstead "it is thw_qoééié;ovn cause and
}we*leave iﬁuin his haﬁds.' GaveJ desbr*bes the lifé ef
aséifcﬁifgfidér, and a circuit rider's wife when he speaks
0f a funéral he preached for the Widow Reed. "For
more than thirty years she shared'With her huéband the
toils of an itknerant wirfe."

During the years of 1851, Cavey was admitted on
trizl as @ minister in the Illinols Conference zxd
suppnlied the Tawrenceville Circuit. His wife bore

enother child, a still-born infant. In des@ribing the



-y

Sad
}R,_l

st

year Cavey says "The whole of thls year was a year of
every constant lébor, my colleague and I, Zrother Xeed,
preached twenty-eight times and rode three hundred miles
in twenty-eight days. DBut never he ays "ecould preachers
pull better together than we (Bx&ther Reéd and Cavey)
aia." At_Confersnée time he étateé_ffhis year I have
preaéhed three hundred and-thirty tiﬁes, traveled.upwards
of 3,000 miles. We took into the Church about éeventy
members...and on the whole we had a pleasant year.'

Javey in 1852 was received by the Conference énd
waB appointed to the Newton Tircuit. He left his son
John to live on his farm and with the rest of his family
departed for his field of labor. He says "(I) expected
to be a wanderer, as long as the providencé of God opens
the way, and his Church calls." OCavey was disappointed
with the religious feelings ofvthose on this circuit,
the classes being small, and religion at Newton being
at a low ebb. The FHewton Circuit had: been formerly
Joined with thegelney Jircuit ahd Cavey was among old
friends. However he says "I had some pruning to do,
nearly twenty Were'discontinued or ézpelled, seven
died, fourteen were removed by letter, forty were re-
ceived on probatinn, sixteen by letier, and seven re-
moved without letter."

In.ﬂgvember_ﬁavey learned that he was appointed to

the Massilon and Loulsville Hission where he remained for



remalned for two years. Imring thls time his wife de-
livered her twelvth boy, and fourteenth child.

Cavey speaks during this year of those wWho came to
church late very disapprovingly. He says 1t was g
very bad way to do.. It diécouréges_the Qréacher and
it discourages thé'fgiﬁhiul'that do come in time, and
it hufries.themselves so that fheir ovn minds are all
in confusion, so they are little profitted by coming."
¥e continued traveling on the Louisville Circuit and speaks
of the passing of his birthday on Jamuary 1, 1854
saying "I am this day forty-five years old, a child
of many,mercies. Goodness and lercy have followed me
2ll the days of my life, through the assistiag. Grace
of God. My remaining days I will spend in His praise
'$he died the whole world to.fedeem.' Be they many or
few, my days are His due, and they all are devoted to
Him."

)Cavey at this time was able to give license of ex-
hortation, and did so for the first time on Januarg 3,
1854, to Brother J.C. ¥Williams.

Cavey's righteous indignation was aroused by late-
comers, as wWe have already seen, and by the vices pre-

vailing on the frofitier. At one time he says, "I preached

to all females, the men having gone to a cora-husking."
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This e d1ld not coadenn, congldering it good end honest
labor. On another occasion, however, he says "The Dev-
il head an assembly, there being a ball within sound of
the house of:ﬁorship." ¥is tone on indignation and ac-

cusation is tygical of the tone adopted by most ¥etho-

dist ministers of tﬁe day;__He gives us another of his
personal féelings when he relates the death of a small
girl due to scarlet fever. "I called in the morning at
the house of Brother Duff’s.’ Fo little Ellen to run out
and tell (that) the preacher is coming. Her mortal re-
mains were laid out near the door, some friends were
preparing the shroud, and the sound of the carpenter's
hammer reminéed me that he was preparing the dealr little
girl's coffin. I could truly weep with thdse that wept."
This eloquence at the death of someone else’s child giveé
us an inkling of the grief that the man hai,felt at the
dcath of so many of his own children.

Inring his rownds Javey also obtained subscribers
for such religious publications such as the Western Ad-
vocate, the Central #dvocate, and the Sunday School Ad-
vocate. The report of a class meeting on March 9, 1854
shhows his feelings toward other religions. He says
"one good Baptist Brother ran off before the Preaching
%as through. Truth was too stromg." He speaks fre-
quent&y of attendance at ?emperance:meetings, and re-

Tfers to his memberstip in the Sonso of Temverance Organ-
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Organization. He also bemoani he fact that there were
very few meeting houses on the Circuit and that "nearly
half my sabbath coggregations hrad to be outside?. He
also gives and interesting description of a baptisnm,
saying "Qné_sister wanted to be emmersed, but we
had to ieave_the hoﬁée and go doﬁn to a creek, and there
dip her undéf'thé wéter.“ Only rarely in these early
yearé does Cavey show diétress a2t leaving home for such
periods of time. His wife was'éﬁiﬁéiill a2t one time, and
he does say that it was "a hard trial to go far from home
and leave her so sick. Eut the Lord knows what is best
for us." At another time ke speaks of eoncluding
a tWO-déy meéting early and going home éaying "feeling
that I had a body as well as a soul I went home and rested
for the night." This shows some of the hardshkiv he
encountered as(a gircuit rider.

An insight into some of the thihgs that happened
on the frontier during these days can be seen in CZavey's
description of what he calls a2 straunge thing. "A child
fell into a well, and was drowned, wWenlle the children
in whose care it mas lef let it lay for some hours in
tze well and told no person, thougn egome came to the well

for water to drink." This incidens: points out the

attlitude toward Death on the frontier. Lz we have seen

from Cevey's own family, flew children survived infancy,

desgpite the high birth rate. #vidently the children in-
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volved in tais spisode wefe not much concerned witn
death, having seen 1t occur so often.

At the 1854 Southern Illinois Conference Meeting
held in ¥ount Vernon, Illinois, at the new dedicated
caurch building there, $évay, with elght others was
receivéd into full conﬂection and was appointed to
the Massilon {ircult Mission at a salary of $300.00.

He says of his own religlous feeling shortly after the
Conference "My soul has been drawnm out much of late

for the Sal&ation of souls. I went more of the Baptism
of the Holy Spirit to enable me to preach the word with
success. ¥y soul thirsts for the outvouring of the
spirit 'Ch Lord, Revive Thy_ﬁorﬁ”“ He traveled exten-
sively during the year, ?ﬁéaahinéﬁto both }arg§gand small
congregations, and at the Albion Circuit Quarterly Con-
ference. Of a meeting with an old friend in the cler-
ey, the Reverent Joseph Buﬁlef;zdufiﬁgpﬁhé;year he

says "As iron sharpenetz iron so does”tha;cduntenance

of a man his friend." He says at the close of the

N

year on the Massilon Mission ™

a pleasant year on the
whole, thomgh not very prosperous.”
£t the Conference lMeeting of 1855 Cavey was re-

appointed to the Massilon Mission and ordained a deacon
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day poew oI Wesley whlch concluded

e they many or

few, my days are His due and they ail are devgted

to Him." The year moved along, with 2 minimum of illness
and &éé%% bﬁ tne'oifcuit. Although Cavey himsell was taken
i1l with thé.Augé”ahd'”ﬁas-not aﬁiefto preach (I) had

to learh'ﬁo éufféf-the;ﬁill of God," othérs on tha

circuit and in his Pamily reimained in relatively good

health., He desge vear a Fourth of July

celebhration at". which four Sunday Schols met for a picnic.

There were appro;imaﬁély'fhree hundred children present
to enjoy tée_'e%tivitieé;énd-games. The Beclaration

of fﬁéeﬁeldaﬁﬁﬁfﬁég_feaﬁﬁéloud'éﬁé 2 national address
delivered by one offthe:iocal nreacaers and class lead-
ers. Cavey was still suffering_from the Ague, and was
able to speak only briefl&,but he tells us thet the

day was a ulghly successiul one at whici everyone en-

joyéd themselves:imﬁensely. %é also tells us, a typical
mgle fashion, that'ﬁthere were plentyof cakes and
pies for refreshments. "

At the §onferenoe~of 1858, held at Salem,. Illinois
Cavey was appointed to the ¥Walnut Hill Circuit. He was
‘also made a member of the Tract Cause Committes (probably
because of his former work for the American Tract Society)
and a memvsr of one of the education committees, the
Vié’ting CJommittes for the Southerh Iilinois Fenale bo -

e

adenmy. The new move to Walnut #ill was a new experience,
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for nere Cavey was a stranger to all the pesople. All
his other circuits had been 1in areas 1in wnicn he was ac=
guainted with the settlers, eitner from hls work on
the Tract Society {Jause, or because he had attended camp
meetings in the area. The family lived in a fine parson-
age located at the community of Walnut Zill. On this
cilrcuit he preached at places such as Antioch, Plaasant
Grove, Hopewell, Zion Hill and Locust Grove. 8n this
circuit he again had an -experience with baptism by
immersion in a creek, deécribing it as "a cold time, (I)
had to break the ice to Raptize.” Duriﬁg this year,
Cawvey étill worked as an agent fér the American Tract
Society, waich had 4% main headquarters in Cincinnatti,
Ohio. He tells us that he carried on several cdrrespon—
Génces during the year with relatives and:gith the Qentfal
Office of the Socilety. |

Buring his record of the year Cavey also ci%ég
many examples of the rowdy behavior that the Methodists
scorned on tne frontier, even though 1t was. the pre-
vailing attitude to behave thusly. Xe describes one of
the favotite practices on the frontier, the rauvcous rather
than religious celebration of Christmas LEve, in unfavorable
terms, saying "(I) was kept awake nearly all night by
the foolisk préctice of shooting Christmas Guans." He
would probably be dismayed by the popular practiée today‘_
of shooting firecrackers and guns on lew Year's Zve, “

and the Fourth of July, 1f we can consider this comment
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as typlcal of hls ldeals. He also describes = cdis-
course heard in ¥alnut Hill during one of:his visits
home saying "heard..a Discourse of Polished, Sugar-
Coated Sompbéllism. ¥ay the Tord defend His Truth."
This shows the fear of a devout minister of the danéers
of heresy creeping into the frontiersman's Hethodism,
This sugar-coated medicine that Cavey is describing
in his diary refers to the doctrines of the Campbellite
sect, a splinter group of Pfotestantism in the nine-
teenth century which is today known as the Disciples
of Christ. %he group advocated the taking of Communion
weekly, baptism by immersion only (as ppposed to the
Methodist concept of immersion, sprinkling, or pourfng)
and the theory that wiih the coming of Christ the entire
Law of the %ebrews nad been abrogated. The group
was at one time connected with the Baptists, but
later seperated on doctrinal grounds and followed their
own leaders only. At the time that Cavey writes of then
they were rapidly geining communicants on the frontier,
due to an even greater emotional appeal than the other
denominations. %heir number was counted at around 118,
O00. Thelr appeal to the masses was feared by the older,
and by comparison, more conservative, denominations,
such as the Methodists and Presbyterians. Cavey's

. . 27
conments echo this view.
During the year he also attended several trials

of laymen in the Church, one at which the brother was

27. Olmstead, op cit, ».306.

P~ ]
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acquitted because of leck of witnesses for his un-
Christian conduct, and a second at which ome member

was expelled from the church rolls for milking her
neighbor's cow. On another occasion Cavey cited three
members for trial“at_idmé,_lllinois. He calls this
"veiy ?ainfui'ﬁork9 énd shows severe consternation at
%he'behaVior'df thésé mémbefs'df.his flock. e membions
-sévefal_other;tfiuls during this year at whick charges
were dropped because of lack df sufficient eViéenée,‘
and another at whilch a very troublesome member who
indulged in frivolous pasttimes and had appeared in-
ebriated iqéront of witnesses was expelled. The entire
year was one of great triel to the minister personally
because of these events. He felt that he had failled

in some way because they had behaved so poorly.

Cne September 23, 1857 the Annual Conference
was again held, and Cavey was appointed to the Hickory
Hill Circuit. XHe served again on .the Tract Tause Con-
mittee, one of his favorite causes, and on the Exemining
Committee for Zlder's Orders. ©he family resided during
this year at Council Zlufi', Illinoils in the Circuit par-
sonage. On his birthday in 1858 Gavey says "I am this
day forty-nine years ola. I feel through ¥efcy Heaven

Born and Heaven Bound." Cn HMarch 7, 1858 he again becane
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becone Pather, this time of a daughter, Sarah Se-~
linia. ﬂé states during &is recording of tals year his
disgust for the users of alcohol saying "Preached at
Middleton.. Here there were three or fouf drunken men
pur%ing in the sfreeté like Demons." He held a ten day
camp-meeting with the help of a locél‘preacher of the
Methodist Church and a Brother of the Baptist church
who "filled in and rendered efficient help." The meet-
ing %as highly-xsuccessful,‘with fourteen jéining the
church and over twenty conversiohs and reclaimed back-
sliders.

4t the Annual Conference nheld in 1858 Cavey was
reappointed to the revised Hickory Hill Jircuit. HMuch
of the territory was taken off the eastern part of the
circuit, and a great deal added on the South and west
of it. IHe was égain appointed to the Committee for
the ﬁrac%‘ﬁause, being by this time almost a permanent
member of the committee. The year on the circuit began
with a burst of energy--often seeing him preach seven
times in three or four days. He describes one of these
two day meetings, atiwhich he was the only minister

vresent,, saying "I had to try and enabled to throw my-

1

t-ty

self under the 'Wings of the Cherubim' and Zlory be to

God, he sent help from his FHoly Hahitation, and while sin-

D

ners trembled the gaints of the most high shouled for

<

j@?i‘ H



In July of 1888 tne dlary that we have concludes.

the power of the Lord saylng the power ol the dord
arrested some sinners who cried for mercy. “he people

of God shouted for Jov. The remaining vortion of the

I_l

disxy wes lost in the_f;llowing years. The fina
vyears of the life of Cavey Lambert axe howsver recorded
in the Conference Records of the Methodist Church in
soutinern Illinois. These records show that in 1852 Cavey
served on the Committee for the Tract Cause, and was
appointed to the Louisville Mission as minister. Here

he undoubtedly found old and dear friends, having served
the mission when 1t was part of the lMassilon Circuit in

18

U

4 and 1855, A4t the Conference this year he was

2lso ordsined aun Blder in the Salem District and the
Southern Illinois Cenference. In 186C he agaln was re-
turned to the Louisville Hisglon., However during the
yeery his health felled, =2nd prevented him from adequately
fulfilling nis posgition as he had been able to do in

pagt yesrls.

\,:L.

At the Confersnce of 1861 lavey's character wes

(=]

ssed as usual, but thils tim:

(¢H]
|20

ne n & special consider-
ation. His health was falling rspidly, ané he was unable

to sndure the rugged cenditions necc351tate by riding

g cilrcult. He was granted = superannudied relationship

fote

- ] N o
ana & st

pentl of elghty dollsrs a year as a retired
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minieter. Suversanusted is defined in the Gounlerence

)

records as "worn-out" which meny circuit riders certainly
were, snd aﬁ an earl& ge. During the summer of thls
conference year ﬁ&vey taught schnool at old Pinch agsin
receiving %56;00 fdf his efforts.. The family was re-

siding at-fh@ir farm 1in the nelghborhood while {Javey
rested his health. At the 1862 Conference he remained

on the lis® of superannuated preachers, recelving another
elgnty dollars as hls stipend. e rode the ¥ount Erie
Jircult as z supplementary minister during this year,

and retained his vote in conference affalrs. IHe was
appointed to the Local Preacher's for Deacon's Orders

Zxamining Committee, and he also served on the Tract

Cause Committee. By 1864 he had regained nis health

sufficlently to return to the strenuous task of riding

a Qircuit and was aDpOiﬂted to serye_again on the

Hickory 711l £1851on; He began his labors for the

Tract Sauses Coummittee agailn ét:this time also. His

good health: however prevailed ¥or only one year under

the PTough circumstances surrounding the life of a cir-~

cult rider. The repeated trips through high waters in

the spring and snow in the winter aggravated his poor

o

nealtin conditions and forced him into retirement again.
In 1865 it was necessary that he become re-super-annuated.

#e continued to sarve the Conference on the Tentenary

Committee however. His famlly address 1s Fiven zt %thils
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tlme ag Parrington, Illinois. In 1866 he remained on
the Centenary Comnmittee, and his pension was 1lncreased
_%wegtg dollars over the previous years to $120.00, and
hé waé the highesﬁ péid_supérannuaﬁed minister in the
Gonierencej-'The'Yééfé:186?:1873?5a§ey.remained as a
supefanﬁuaﬁed miniéﬁe¢,'bfééghiﬁg Oniy.oécasionally in
 his own coﬁmﬁnity. His.addresé was given as Grayville,,
‘Illinois, in Walte County. They retained the farm in
bld Pinch which was belang farmed by the couple's eldest
son. At the Conference held in the fall of 1873 he
was reported on the deceased list of the Tonference.
Tae date of his death given was March 13, 1873, at

ne age of sixty four years, two months, and thirteen
days. He was survived by hils wife Charlotte, thres
children, and several grandchildren.

Conference records of the Methodist Church include
short bilographies of each deceased minister during the
year, The bilography of Cavey IDambert 1s printed at
the end of the minutes of the 1873 Conference, giving
first a brief ékeich of bis 1ife which inclddes the
jates of his birth, imnnigration from Znglané, merriage,
ordination and death. It also glves the total 1ist of
the misslons he served and the years in which he served

them. The sunnary concludes with a eulogy paying tribute
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to his charscter with these words--"To know him was to

love him. e wes true to =21l the iﬁterests of the churche~-
always a safe counsellor of the preacher. It is truly

said of him ‘he was full of faith and the Holy Ghost.'"
Thus ends the life of Cavey Lambert. Its significance(

is not great historically, yet it is illustrative of

‘how a typical egircult rider lived, and served his Church

and God,

28. Proceedings of the-Zouthern Illinois Oonference

of the letnodist CHURCH. 1873. PO,
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STTEY OST ARTT AT LA W YT o T TRATTT M T TN
THE SICGHIPICANCE Op CIRCUILIT HIDEERS

fhus far, this paper has dealt: with two major areas--
settiog the scene in_Southern Illinois for the period
1830—1875,.and preséntingﬂthe iife of one oifcuit rider
through facts from the Conference Records of the Hetho-
dist Church, and throﬁgh comments and events excerpted
from his own diary. The author's cheif purpose, however,
is not to dwell upon “Cavey Lembert, making him into a
figure out of proportion with nis own Significance. Ra-
ther, the author's purpose, or thesisg,is to prove the
importance and influence of circult riders on the frontier,
using Mr. Lambert as an example. ¥We have seen théﬁ;ﬁaé
vey Lambert was a simple, God-fearing man, a migrant from
Enélénd, wao gradually and wiltingly devoted his entire
life and work to the service of the Methodist Church.
e was one among many of his kihd--the éll-iMﬁorﬁaﬁt'oi?—
cult ziders.

The comments made by Cavey on the subject of relig-

3

ious fe

®
C

ling oz the frontier illustrate the prevaiiing
attitude toward the subject on the part of the majority

of settlers on the frontier.. Following the American Rev-
olution a decline in religious Ieellng took place--the
logical_dg;lﬁgg-thaﬁ foiloﬁs;é?eryL:&volution. Inevitably

e breskdown in morals £ollows this decline in religious be-
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1 ollowing

efs. Tne mass migrastions that took place :

the Revolution, during the War of 1812, and as = resull

m

of the sonsequences of the agrarian and industrial rev-

olutions that were t akling place in furope also dimin-

a
- @

nd

shed concern for fhe:GhriStianefaith among the settlers.
The moral attltudes of the men and women on the frontiexr
were, therefore, of 2 quite low caliber. They could be
described as the baser passions of man given free rein.
Though in the 1830's there began to e a greater vocalized
public interest in the questions of morallty and social
reforms, indi¥%¥idual moral evils were still widely pre-
valent. ZFeter ¢ art wrlght expressed on one occasion great
concern over the corruption that was present in the legis-
lature of Illinois. Among the private citizens the con-
suvmption of alcoholic beverages took place at an ezorbi—
tnat rate; drunken men often roamed the streets of the
frontier settlements and broke up the class meetings and
preaching services of the church.g9 Bross says of the
Hethodist circuit riders that they exempliéied what may
be called "muscularf Christianity. They had to look after
themselves; as no léw enforcement officlals were readlly

avallable to serve them. The rowdlies and drunks that

28. Gross, John ®. The Beglanines of American Metinodism.
4bingdon Press, Hew York, New York. "1061. p. 6%

29, Barclay, dade . FEarly American Methodism, V.I. The
Board of HMissions and Church Zxtenslon of the Maithw
odist Church. XNew York, Few York, 1949. p. 219.




broke up the meetings had to dealih with, often by brute
forcé by the circuilt rider. it hies been sald that the
"fists of the circult riders knocked the devil out of
, : 20
many sinnerS(“

uavej Lambert cites us examples of this, and of other
"ﬁﬁﬁhristian'oonduct. He says at one point, shortly after
his arrival from Snglahd, that he had formed one impression
concerning the re}igious feelings of the pople he had
come to settle among. He tells us that "Infidellty stalked
forth with a bold front.". On anotier océasion he speaks
.disdainfull of the attraéfions of a ball for his congrgation,

of drunken men curSan in the stremt like ﬁemons; of a

woman expelled from the Church for "milking ner- nelghbox S

covr, "

and of the trial and ezpulsion of a layman from
the éhurch for "unfit Christian conduct in front of w;tﬁﬁ
nesses." He aléo speaks sadly of congregations winere
religioﬁs feelings were low and other past times kepf paople
feem: attending preaching and class meetings.

Cn the other nand, there was some public concern
for morality, especlally among church members. Organizations
for moral causes and temperance were found in a large
number of communities, including Cavey Lambert®s home

area, 0ld Finch. Ve already know of Cavey's work for

the gsﬁﬁican_frac Soclety and -0f some of <li¢ pamphlets

30. Gross, 9p ¢it. p. 70.

P
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and distributed concerning moral questions. We also find
in Cavey's diary records of his attending # several meet-
ings of one of these organizations for morality, The Sons
‘of Temp@range,Organization. The temperance movement under
thié name wassétate~wide and;had-been organized and op=- :
erating qulteisucceSSIully since the late 1830's. Bach:
'area bad 1ts own- 1odwe or 5001ety, which was 1ndenendently
organizxgd in the area, but affiliated in connection with
othefs like it iﬁ the 'state. Zach lodge was knowvm as

a "division." The DiviSiOn in 01d Pinch wes known by

thé title thé "Traithful D1V1s1on Number #ive Hundred and
Seven of the,Séns of Tém@erance of the State of Illinois,"
;Qdicating by its numbe (507) that there were a large
number of such lodges in operation throughout the stdbs.
The name was too long to béIQSed ih common conversation,
however, and the Sociéty was usually referred to sinply

as the "DlVlSlon” or as the "Sons of Temperance Club.Y

The ageelimit for each division*Was usually set at siiteen
in 6rder to encourage junior membérs and other young people
to begin following the movement at an early ages The ac-
tivities of the Divisions were notlconfined_soleiy to temp-

erance, but aften dealt: with what ever waé”needgq_to be

done to improve whe area or nelwhborhood 1n:whiéﬁjthe Division
was locategf. These orpanlzatlons did suvh tﬁln“S as dis-
”tributeuliﬁérauure,.V1s1t and~x51t-ubzwith'the sick and

aged, heint the needy 01t1zens of the vommunityao*ﬂ neigh-

borhood, and keep a faithful: and watchful eye on the younw



people to keep them from visiting saloons and other places

&
of 111 repute in the neighborhood or near-by communitiies.
HMany meetings of the Divisions were held in secret with
6n1y certified and offical members attending (these mem-~
bdrs had to be in good standing in order to receive notice
of such meetings). * Others were held that were open to

the pubdic population and took various forms. They were
often exhibitions, shows, or literary programs, always
with the subject matter emphasizing temperance and other
vortthy lines of thought. ZEven ministrel and variety

shows were put on dy the members to provide the young
people of the commuﬁi?y with innocent amusements that
would divert their atfention away from places where liquor
and gambling could be obtained. These socleties flourished
whtil the years of the Civil ¥ar, duripg~which many mem-
bers seemed to feel that the Union?Spciééﬁs_supportﬁng

the soldiers could benefit from their atﬁéntion more than
the temperance cause. After the war ended, their efforts
to keep the citizens satisfied with unintoxicating drink
and unsginful entertainment, and to protect from the temp-
tations of corn liquor éﬁd moonshine were renewed.31
These socletys operated on the frontier on much the same
principles as many of.t&e temperance societrs of today,

but Iin sowme areas at least, #&hey had considerablg more

31. Briggs, o3 eoit. p. 126-127.
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than they do today.
He also tells us that in some places however relig-
"

icus feeling ran high, the people of the Lord were

blessed." He also spea%s approvingly of the more waole-
some entértéinnents such as corn-nusiing and Pourth of
July picnics.__?hese entertalinments, the celebrations
fbllowingqueddings, and the song-fests and camp mestings
are examples of the religilous exuberance that the Heth-
odists wanted to substitue for the more rowdy pleasures.
The migration of the Lambert family is also an eX-
ample of how many of the settlers came to fmerica. They
came in 1829 because of conditions that were beconing

oppressive 1in Zngland. These stemmed from economic and

3]

religious persecution, and from the general disorder ar-
ising out of the Industrial Revolution. The lncreasing

mohility of the populatlion was robblng the fsrmeyr such

’o

as John Lambert of his means of livelihood and nis soclal

standing., The femily thus decided to leave the mother .

o
Ao

o]

untry andé travel to tuoe new United 3tates. The sale
of the fanlily estates allowedt g m Lo make thelr voyage
confortzisly and to purchase a large guantity of land upn
thelr srrivel in southern Illinols. I
vroves the Turner iﬁ;cry that the west provided = safeily.
valve for people when tlmes became %&é,._élthsug% timegs
were ‘bad in Eﬁgiaﬂd'Wf en the Lembert j@xilg migrated, they
1

would not have bheen abbe to claim the "free® western land
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Turney spesks of fn; nis theory. DRather they nad to be
of the class that they were, the middle class, in order
to have sufficient funds to purchase land. Iand costs,
. &5 we have seen, ere not exorbitant--fery cheap compared
to prices tody infactf-being~§§iy5$1;62 per acre in general
and #1.25 beracre in the area ‘the Lamberts settled in--
but %ﬁe land was not free and had to be purchased in
'quite large plots. Thelr migration also ilhustrates the
influence of an advertising plan such és Birbeck and
Plower's, and shows the value of the Tnglish settlement
of Albion, Illinois. The family thus illustrates the
t¥ype of setflers whno came to this specific area. This
migration however does not bear out the theory that new
settlers neglected thelr religious falth because of thelr
necessary preoccupation of coping with the rugged condi-
tions of frontier life. The elder Lamberts remained strong-
ly devout, looking for meetings and‘meeting nplaces 1m~
medlately upon thelr arrivel, and attending meetings and
classes whenever possible. Zven Cavey, though not a com-
plete believer, remained true to the religion of his father,
and despised the general Infidelity that prevaelled emong
the other settlers.

The ferveﬂt'éonversion that Cavey Lambert himself
exgariencéé tynifies the emotional aspect of religion on

the frontier. Sk

Jopit
in

wife, through lucky chance says Cavey,
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had become a "secker of religion? si ortl" before their

marriage. Ca&ey felt himself to be a believer, but =
backslider. Iliils conversion foliowed stages, during vikrich
ne erected "the family altar frequently but always let

i¥ fall dowﬁ.? He attended camp meetings, openly Jjoined

. those on the movrner' bennh ané asked the true: bellevero
and peo?lé'of Godnthat they pray that he might enjoy the
same religious fervor that they did. His membership in
the church came before his actual moment of conviction,
but his reel conversion came finally and strongly during

a day of prayer in his own corn field on the farm. This

religious fervor that he gained 1s the same that later
brought convictions of religion@fb those sinners he preached
to at camp meetings and services. Cavey's metamorphisis
from unbeliever to convert to religions worke¥-:and layman

to supplying minister and exhtorter to circuit rider and
saver of the souls of others was not unrare among circuit
riders. Gross tells us that many of the early preachers,
including Francis Foythress and Peter fartwright "were
converted from dissipated lives into 'zealous soui sav-

1102

ers. In this way Cavgy illustrates one of the many

aspeéts of the circuit rider. 7This convexsion from a
"dissipated" life often provided the travelling preacher
%ith a conv1nci 3 point of departurs on whlch to base
‘his sermons.’ mifé ah tin&’éﬁaﬁiiés'ffdm'his own past

to point out the evils of their life, he could implore

82s Gross, gop cit, p. 66.
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kis listeners to leave their ways of sins, as ne had,
and become at peace with themselves, thelr fellow men
and God. This greatly heightened, in mapy:cases, the
already"po#erful influences of ggch'a man's sermons,-énd
made his listeners feel move akin to their pastor. He
was a human bélng just as théy were ﬁho had made mis-
tekes. In this way they were what is called 'down to
earth préachers; for thelr wermons possessed both sub-
stance and nouris'{qment,"33 and were ones with which the
listener could identify‘and sympathize.

The clrcult rider could thus change the livesoof
hils frontier listeners, causling them to turn from rowdi-
ness o religion. The people realized that the pastor
lived under as difficult (if not more difficult in many
cases) conditions as they themselves did. His salexy
was very low; his circuilts large; and his hours long.

He often travelled for a month without returning home.

ual, but also thelir domestic, political, and economic
conditions. He too was a patriot and citizen of the Un-
ited States, and yearned for democracy and economic ad-
vancement just as.they did. They could identify themselves
and thelr problems with him and strive to be like him in

nile devotion ane acceptance of his clrcumstances.
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g circult rider illustretes the 1ife Oh
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the frontier at this time very wBlLl. Although cities were
extablished in wanlch the living accomodations were both

convenlent and comfortable, in the rural areas the golng
was ﬁQﬁ é£ all easy. - Southern-Illinois remained sparsely
settled with few opportunities for cmnfortable 1iviné.

The circuit riders family moved offen, frequently yearly
from one mission{or in some cases station) to another.
Cavey tells us several times of moving his femily. This
plen operated because the circult rider was by 1t more
readlly avallable to a wlder raange of people, and because
often a minister could become so well acqualnted and fond
of his parismioners that he @would overlook thelr minor
transgrpessions. Obviously this changliag and travelling
freguently discouraged;magfiage among the "itinerants."
Meny would give up traveliﬁg and the minisfry wnen they
married. Javey, however, did not even enter the ministry
for twenty years after his marriage and says that he "would
travel until he wes unable to do so.? He cites us anéther
example of a minister whose wife stoéd beside him for
tiirty'years wizile ne rodé the circuit andp preached. Bz~
zmples are giﬁéﬂ us of the rules in the lMethodist Jisci-
pline tunat discouraged marriage for travelling nministers,

and even discoursged miagling wwithe the opposite sez. The

rales stated that no minister should marry without first
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consulting his brethren, or fellow minlisters. They were
2lsc to "converse pparingly and cautlously wlth womexn,
. kP
. T y ,. s s .
especilal WORER. ne reason for this is gulte

obvious. . A-married minister would present appointment
problems for manv circults danted only single men and
many married ministers would not want to leave homez for

such long periods of time and would prefer stations rather

than circults. These attitudes began to change after
1836 o8 rmore and more men desired both marriage and the

ministry. <Cavey's wife Charlotte presents an illustra-
tion of a devoted frontier minister's wife. 8She often
accompanied rher husband on hils jJournles over the circult,
never complain%ng of the rhardships she encountered both

on the trips and when belng left behind shke nad to care

b

fsr ner heme and children alone.
¥ot only tihis difficulty concerning home 1life con-

) -—

fronted the circult rider. The minister hadito travel in

a difficult ere, often under extenuating condlitions. A
Tolk saying ia rural America stlll 1s'.in use when bad

weather prevalls that shows Tiow faithivl the riders were

to their duty. It sgys "Hobodry was out except the crows
=z
- ~ - @ o - - 3 o) -
and the Hethodlst mlnlsters,“J“ 2nd oIten noone was.

Bernerd 4 Welsberger tells us thet the clrcult riders went

n

sners sinners were in need of the saviang word.
Ho stttlement wa: too rundown or too remote for
then.  They roughed 1t along trails in the snow

34,  Gross, on cit, ». €7.
5. Lbid, ».71.
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gnd rein, itaking thelr chesnces...They puv up
wirere they could find local hospitality,
walceihh usuelly meant corn bread and & spot for
sleeping...They spent 2 good part of their
lives cold, wet, verminous, =znd saddle sore,
and 17 they did not die young of consumption,
they could expect an old age of rhuematism
and dyspé&pila.36

!

Cavey tells us SOmetﬁing of this aspect of the clrcuilt
riders life'in_his'diary wien he speaks of traveling
through the high water of the rivers in the spring,
through the deep snow, and of getting lost in the prairie
grass waen travelling from appointment to eppvolntment.
e also impresses us with the distance travelle& and

the long hours spent in preachling woen ne tells us that
in ome year on the Lawrenceville Clrcuilt he rode over
5,300 miles and vpreached 330 times 1n twelve months.
The cilrcuit rider, nowever, expecited to work under such
conditions. Cavey does not speal of them diszustedly
at any time, but in a maetter of fact manner of frankness

nd cal

o
)
=
s..ﬂw

accaptance of his lot.

ot
s
o

lack of medical cere on the frontlier is shown

to us.by an example in Javey Lembert¥s lifex He {athered
Zifteen children, only to have all bﬁt three die before
thelr second birthday. Thege children were 1n most

part victims of the dreaded diseases of the frontier--

measles, flue, Ague (a malarial fever), pauemonia =2nd ty-

pnold. Cavey was fwrtunaste that he had not lost his wife

grnard A, Thav Gotrhered ol

2E, L xhe Hiver.
and Company. JSoston, L1958, p. 45,
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ister with his people for they encountered much the saums
wsroblems in thelr 1ife. The acceptance of death wes auto-
metic, for the fect of the prezence of it could not be
denied. This czadm accentance of death can be seen vi-
viely in the inecident of the child drownlng in the well

thet 1s recounted by Cavey Lambert in his dlery. Th

@

avellability of medical sexrvice was vsrnaps felt mowxe
ecutelyiin neighborhoods suck as old Finch waere the
settlement was stlll sperse than in otuer, more nopu-

lous areas. OChic Qagor old Forit Dearboime, had by this

‘time become an importent settlemént, and along with

several other cities such as Saint Louig; Misgegourl, and
nawmestow fIllinois undoubtedly had greater access
to such medicél gservices as were essentlel. Another
factor in disease 1n the Cld Pinch area was probably the
gspring flood--a. yearly occurence, wnen both the creeks
(Bonnas, and Higger) and the Big Wabash River overran
thelr banks and flooded the bottem lends. Covey spealks
Trequently of the Ague, é malarial fever, being pnrevalent
and wes even e victim of its disease. The ilness's
gpresd was undoubtedly 2ided Wy the preva lence of mos-
guitos and other baéégria aérryiﬁg ingects that appeared
after the ggring'flopés.'“%edical vaccinations were not

vyet widely accepted elther and smellpox, tyohoid fever,
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and malaria wsre freguently occuring diseases. The
illness that Cavey Lambert contracted in 1861, and

whlch lead uvltimately to his superannuation was typhoid
fever, probably contracte& by the drinlking wager he

used while riding fhe circuit. At all times, then,
disease and deéth were accepted as mmtural occurences,

to be dreaded to be sure, but also to be subordinated

to the real problems of living in the ploneer days. This
subordination wes carried to a fer greater extent than

is ever done so today, and when a death did occur,

the religous frontiersmen alweys felt that the deceased

[

wad gofle to a far better life.

In Section I of this paper, the economy of South-
. . . - X N .

ern I1linois, agriculture, was discussed & length, with

a nening of the

5

ost 1lmportant crops and a discusglon of
now the fammer proceeded in the cultivation process.. The
probi?ﬁﬁ that he faced were also touched upon.37 Tuis
&gfiéultural economy was at the heart of the settler's
exlstence. Tke farmer or settler was primarily interested
in one thing: nis livelihood. This meant two important
things, having enough to eat and having a place for
himself and his family to live. The first bulldings the
settler wanted then were a house, or cabin, and a place

to keep his animels. Until the 1850's uSUaI;gfthe only

bulldings on the frontier, sand eépecially in these remote

See Bectlon I, vege 5, for a discussion of this
azricultural ecenomy on the froantier.

A

7;



{00)

areas were of these types, with posslibly a school heuse

or court houss. We have #Hdiscussed the creation of the
Union Chuwxrch &n 01d Finch and the Brection of the building
in 1833, but in most communities no such building was

dwailable for the ministers® use. The circuit rider,

@

therefore, had to preach in é&atéﬁér facilities vere
-avaiiéble to him. In‘sbme communitiés of size, such as
Albion, Illinois,<tﬁis often meant the court or school
housge. in otners, these public bulildings were not oven

for religious services. In some villages the barromm

was the first place to be opened for preaching, and in

Ry sing SBuns and Hew Albeny, Indiena, the first sermons
preached by E@tﬁbdist ninisters were preached in taverns.38
In more remote areas 1t frequently meant vpreaching in

dne of the members of the congregétidn’s home.

During the early years of settlement in Illinois

thar in other areas, probably because most of the set-

tlers were from Zngland, because they were more wealthy

than the average frontiersman was,(as we have seen in

the Lamberts and their immediate purchase: of farm land)

and because of their proximity to the wealthy:

Plower community of Albion, Illinoils. However, the esxly

]
0

3

S. Barclay, 95 city, p. 238.



in beaslc nature, desplte

these advantages. They were usually bultkd® of unfin-

ighed timbery, taken from the wooded river bottem areas.

The logs were newsd by hnand, the puncheons were split,
and the olapboérd usually used on the roofs was finisned
by a process known as "riving." The early cabing usually
were ofly one large room, and fhe mgjority of activity

in the house centered around the firepolace. The furn-
iture usually consisted of a crude table and benches,

and meke-shift beds. By 1845, however, frame houses

were beginning to replace the log cabins as the settlers
finai%ly succeeded in conquerkng thelr farming problems

and couviiZ éenter their attention upon living facilities.
Cook stoves replaeed the old fireplaces, the houses

had more roo&:,_and the furniture was greatly modernized

wnd wmove préfessionally finisned. -7 By the time that

ert began to ride a clrcult, the homes in

ﬁh-éa preeched were largely of the frame house var-
itety. However, the circuit riders in general mede use

of wnatever facilities were avallable to them, waether

log cabins, fzeme houses, or even barns. By the 1860's

the seittlers were beglinning to erect a greater number

of zctual church bgiidings, sonmetimes interdenominationsal,
but more often for one specific congregation. These were

made avellable to the travelling ministers of all faiths,

%29_ 3 i.

&0

z3, op cit, »p. 102-104.
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and were zlso used as general meeting

‘»,%5

places for the
community.4o With the coming of the war, these build-
ings were pressed into use as hospltals and méetings
places for the Union societys, and fbe the women"s org-
anizations that provided the arwiss with clotbiné and
bendages., |

-The circuif rider not only prevailed upon the hos-
pitality of the settlers for the_use of theixr hones. and

barns as meeting places, but also as places for him to

Yy

spend the night. Alomz the trails that they ro@e{ hotels
and inns were availéble in the larger communitiss but
nbt in the rural areas. There were alsd places known
‘as stable stands Whicb combined the features of a taveru,
en inn, and a arge stable.4l Despite the Tfact theh they::
would preach in such a place if absolutely necessary,

the men of God were not inciined to stay over night in
vlaces that served liquor, had ”1ooserwomen" working,"

and often had.sigus reading ”Enfertainment for ¥an and

L
Reast.”

Instead they preférred to put up (or stay

over night)u with members of thelr congregations, who

were also pleassd to have the honor of keeping the preacher
in their homes for the evening. The travelling ministers
usually stayed ia diiferent hiomes each time they made

the rounds of the circuit in order to get to krow 2ll

the membersg of thelr congregation well and to distribute

40, Johnson, gz clt, bv. 47.
41, Ibvid, p. Bi.
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the burden of hosplialliy.

There 1z a simile "&s ignorant as a ¥ethodist min-
still in use todgy in many areas. This expres-
Sion is a carryever from the very earliest days of the
Tew United States; ?Len the colonies seperated from the
mot her country,‘ecclesiastical as well as political and
“social 1ndeuendence wa.s &alned The founders sof -Heth-
odism in ¥ngland, the’ﬂesieys, wefe_obligated to recall
the majority of the £nglish born and educated clergymen
to return to tiie mother Church in Britain. Most of these
nen went willingly, as thelir loyalties naturally ﬁay_with
the king and with the English rather than the colonists.
L clear-cut break was made with English Methodism. The

Eathodist Episcopal Church of America then became the

‘Wl

)

first indigenous episcopal church in the United States.’
The o ganization.of this new chiurch was carried on largely
By two remeining- bishops, Asbury sand Coke, with the aid

of American born patriot ministers. Eany of these early
itinerant ministers were aneducated and the majority of
then were quite young. In fact, a$ the meeting of the
first Conference neld west of the Alleghenies (in 1790)
four:of the s£ix preachers wino reqglived appolntments were

under twenty-five years of zgzge. Blshop Gezllowy has said

i3

"~ of ‘the Hethodist ministers at this thme that "thousands

0f the Hethodist prezchers were riding circuite bhefore




they were o0ld enough Bo vote or.mesded to use a YEIOT,

Thes
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h’

ly ministers actually were for the large: pert
quite youny and relatively uneducated, but the simile

about thelr lgnorance persisted long after there wag any

he 1800'3 ware, to modern standards,
lacking in educatioa and culture, but they were no €if-
ferent than eny of the regt of the settlers in this as-
vect, Jjust as they were not any different in dress,
mannefg, or wzy of living., It has been seld that they
sed p0o0r ISngllish, bulbt most of the settlers dild, znd
indecd most of the population today does. In his diary,
Davey Lambert fxequently uses poor sentence structure

and grammar and conglsteantly migsgpells words, but he

wag 8011l qualiflesd to teach school at différent times
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country of England.

and often boasted of having graduatée from "Drush Col-

lege, 2 school more ancient but less zfetentlous t&%ﬂ

g

Yale, Harverd or Princeton.”

B

Bighop Asbury once snswered a cuestlon put to hiz

LVEN-433

S, Gross, on cli, o. 66.
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by an educated eastern minlst about ho ntral

‘5

[

men such as the circult riders could become such sup-
erior ministers thusly:

We tell one another all we knoﬁ, and then
use it.at ongce. A penny used is better
than 2dildle dollar.. You. studf books,

we study men, the ZBible, the hymn book,
and hr‘_Weslﬁy s sermons, and are in=
stan} in"-season and out of season. I
once picked up a fiddler and he becane

a salnt and a great preacher. 5

These men, however, though lacking in forxmal training,
were educated, albeit by themselves. HNany of them
ready as they rode thelr horses along thelr clircuits.

In Tact, the Discipline of the Methodist Church calls

for five nourse of dally reading and study by each
minister. Tnrese men also nad 1nstructions set dowa by
thelr Conferenceg as to what to study. These 1nstructions
included such things as history, geography, grammar and
rhetoric, eccleslastical theory, theology, great sermons,

IE

and philosophy. The clrcult riders earnest and dili-
gently applied thelr limitee opportunities and enlarged
nelr educational backgrounds until they made themseslves
into some of the best educated men on the entire frontier.
Thelr self training was not of the quality of the Pres-
byterianrministers wno were semlinary tralned in the Bast,

but they did become learned and cultured men. The Am-

arlcan Tract SOCthJ and the iethodlst Chmrch made avail-

45, Fross, op cit, ». C8. Fuoted from History of Union
E6unty, Xentucky, 1886.
4G, ®ee Section I, wage 10.
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able to them many of the books they needed to carry

out thelr self-study program. They used the nmaterial
that they learned from thls progrem to bring additional
substance to'their seerns th a way that maused the fron-
tiersman to higﬁly-fesﬁedt then., The wilves of the min-
isters often were well educated also, either from the
same seglfi-tralning program that their husbands followed,
or by Fformal training cbtalned in the East, and managed
despite thelr freguent moves to often maintain schools

. . R 4 . . .
or the frontierman”s chlldren.7 The circuit rilders were

l-z

greatly adnired becéuse‘of thelr knowledge by the maj-
ority of the settlers, and were regarded as a source

of ins ation because they had usually ceme from such
humble beginnings and had managed by thelr own efforts

to beconme so learned and respected. These circult riders
have often been described as the "glants of the days"

and were described Dby one eariy wfiter eloguently. He
says of ths@:.

(They were) nardy itinerants, without educa-
tion save that which most of them found in
some rustic school, without any patronage,
derived from social postion, with an entire
abnegation of self and wordly prosperity,
wlth the certainty of meeting contempt and
D“fSQCdthﬂ at every step, vﬁt hardly "scrip
or purse" for immediate nece551t1es, cast
themselves in the dare and favor of God,

- and wmﬁ@ only. thelr native genius, and guided

47, -g@ralay;'oo cit, ‘p. 222.
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by a Spirit Tivine, bhegasn a work, the great-

newwy of whlch the hor¢ﬁ hes not fully con-

ceived, and the “lorloﬂg end of which the

world shall never see.

These circult riders were proud men, unashamed of
thelr lack of education and unashamed of thelr great
religious heritage. Their calm acceptance of circun-
stanceg, and thelr humble assumption of the duties as-
signed ther is indicative of this. They were found ev-
erywnere as Theodore Summers tells us in his book Ziog-

srephical Sketches of Fminent Itinerant Ministers. From

his 1llustration we gan see that they were ready to mee
any circumstance. When a settler in the West said to
one of then "What! Have you found me already? Another
%e%hadist préachefi" the minister hes spoke t&, a Reve-
erent Holley, ansﬁefed him "My friend, if you go to

heaven you will find Methodist preachers there}and if

(i

you go -to hell, T am afmaid you will find sone ther&;an

.

t

é

you seg LowW t is in this world., You you nad better make

your peacks with us, and be aLpeace.”49

This devotion to duty of magy circuit riders made

then ¢7mast sairk=like in their behavior. They prayed

continually, kneeling as they did so, for the Discinline

stated that any other posture was cansldered lrreverent,

and these ministers were certainly not irreverent. A4Asg

we heve seen from Cavey Iambert's records, all their
#5. Gross, p. 69. Quoted from Scudder, Lmericern Methodism
49. Ibld, p. 72. Quoted from Summer, Blographical Sketche
of Zginent Ifinerant Ministers.
A




efforts were devoted to the Lord and His Csuse. BEIbth-
days, nolidays, Joys, and grieis--all were occaslons to
follow a pattern of praeise and worship. We remember that

Gavey on his birthdays often quoted the poem of John

Wesley®s that said "B

days are all His due,f and that at his return home “to

+

find all well, ne always offered a prayer of thanlks-

Be they man% or be they few, my

giving. Even the deatiis of his children were accepnted
with a Christian and saintly tranquillity.® "The Lord
gave and the Lord hath teken away. Praise be the name
of , the Lord 4 tribute to this saintly and prayerriul
quality, is éeen in thae sﬁatement that the Methodist min=-
isters "not only covered the frontier with horseprints
but 1@5% the marks of huma:'xgges wherever they crusaded.

This attitude was aided by tnely studiesiof the great

 theological thinkers:and ascetlcs, and-by;th?,gtudy of
the sermons of early ministers. It was &aisgo sfifidéd by
the instructions put forth by John Wsley himsel® and

by Bishoyn Asburgy in the very first Discipline of ILhe

Yetnodisgt Church utilized by the lMethodlst minigters in

the Unlted States. This Discinline instructed the mine-

isters to work to be holy themselves and to eacourage
othiers 1n holiness by following a prescribed pattiera of
behevior 1n 211 thelr travels., They were to:

Go iato every house znd teach everyone there~
in, young and old, to be Christian inwardly

50. Gress, 9p clt
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and outwardly; fix 1t in thelr memory;
write &% on thelr heart. In order to
do this there must be line.unon line
precent upon precent,...wWnat patiente,
Wnat love, waat kXnowledge, 1s reeulsite
for thisw

Waere there are ten children, meet then
at least an hour every.week.

¥ill you diligently instruct the children
in evexry place?.

Talk with them each time you see any of
them at tome. _

Diligently instruct and ¥ehemently exhort
the paerents at thelr own house.

Preach exvressly on education. "But I have

no gift for it!" &ift or not gzift, you are

to do 1t, els2.you are not called to be a

Methodist preacher. Do 1t as you can until

you can do it as you would. ZPray earnestly

for the gift and use the means for 1t.51

These attributes of the Methodist minister are to be found
in Cavey Lambert's 1life. e frequently speaks in his

diayy of mee%ing with the ckildren at nis various ap=-

pinéﬁ&ﬂtS,_amd of working to orgenize Sunday Schools on

the'circuitg ne preachef

to tae c“ﬁldren at ever

the
hat he was a great friend of the cglldrenﬁgoﬁgﬁe s2ys

"o more 1little ®llen to run out and greet me§ and say

the preacher's come.” He also speaks of exhorting to the
parents to educate tﬁeir chzildren well in Chiristian sre-
cepts 1n order that they might groéﬁ intd fine Christian
citizeng. He does so withh Bls ownm children gquite well
also. He works for education within the Shurch by serving

on the Visiting Committee Ffor the Southern Iil

Ej»

cla Te
ClS e

ng with the Sundey School lesaders.




Ny

-]
o

Noaait?®

7ith these lesders and wliin

e

v
L]
[
c-b
N
N
y
23

L
o
o
¥
w
[
1.
i
oo
th
[S3
}.«.‘:’q
]
{3

el

ot
ol
s
[l
(@]
[aE}
&
0
(2]
1t
1Y)
]
o
@
=
Pl
ot
(@]
Dy
[N
]
&}
&
[O]
3y
cﬁw
B
o
R3
%_S
(@]
o’
[}
o
m
e
'y
[54)
o
oode
v
D
<~

1.2 1

Ble absence Iron the appoiantment.

£

He 2lso worked for education in the conmmunity, often
doubléng as a school teacher, as wee have seen.

Despite this saintly attribute however, the circuit
riders were well capable of hnendling themselves and any

problems that arose on their circulilts. Freguently rowdles
ceme to breek up meetings or cause a disturbance outside

the meeting house. The Church could not officlally ap-

prove any physical action on the part of the ministers--

wright. Yet the earliest American bishop, Bishop Asbutby,

s81d on one occasion to 2 band of rowdlies who were har-

ck
o
®
s
o
e
o
o
E
P
Q
o)
<
H
(@]
Fa
=
(3]
Lp]
()
=
(@]
P
<
(0]
pus
&0
9]
=]
Q
*
=
h
=
()
fo )
=
]
tel)
o
i
(O]
)
]
t
o
c

to let them alone; Ffor if you get © the devil
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should get into them, they are the strongest and hardest

0

men to fight and consuer in the world. I advise you

fute
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you do not like them, to go home and let them alone.?
cope wiih any circumstsnce gave the frontier

respect. He handled himself just as the

¢id, not expecting speclal favors andé gentle
because he was & man of God. In fact meny
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partifipated 1In wrestling matchies and feats of strengt
eand were among the strongest men on the Iroatisr.

Trne circult rider was able to i1nfluence his con-
gEEg&éions for a number of reasnds. The most important
of these was_his'devdtion to.the church and iils personal
faith. In'adéition, the froantiersman could identify with
him because he lived under the same difficult conditioans
that the settler d1d. fe had made bimsel? into an ed-
ucated man and Rrovided a goal for the settler to work
towerd. He was not 2 "softie" but as vigorous and strong
as any of thwe men who Qorked daily on the farm. +requéniy
i1e led a somewnat dissipated life and hae& been coanvertd
himsel?. He was persistenet 1n his soul-wianing euest,
and went whereever nds duty called. He was diligent about
verforming ».00 hils tasks and practical in the advice
e gave. The religlon that he preached offerad vitality
end emotional catisfoction to replace the béisterous'merrym

meking of the frontier. FHe calmed the wave of immorallty

hat was sewseping the froantier.

thodlst ministers on the frontier were more than
merely soul winners. Trhey were civilizing zgents: that
in many ceses kepi the ffOQthf fram sinking in barerism.

They adooted Straﬁ@ xorul uo&itlon by which

jte]
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strong relig iﬁus 1ien1° by weich they pre

were willing to go wher %&&y were needed to com

¥




evil that reged rampant on many sections of tue frontier.
152
L

ney broughtoaot just spiritual, but practical advice to

the settlers. They carried mesgsges, gprezd news, provnﬁﬁ

L]

1QSD1ratlon, aqd converted sinners all at the same time

Their devotinn o duty éas'rarély been surpessed. An ex-

'émplé ofuéﬁéir zeal can be seen i-oraase in Americen Heth-
odlsnm beteeoq the years 1800~ 17-0 In 1810, one out of
every fhirty nine persnns in the Uniﬁed Staéeé?ﬁa& z Meth-
odist. By 1840, the percentage hiad increased and one

out of every nineteen persoms was a Methodist. The growth
of the Cuurch from 1800-1830 was seven fold, and the Heth-
odist Churck soon became the largest Protestant denomina-

tion in America. By 1860 one third of the Protestant
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population of the United Stateswwas Methodist. Thnis

enormous ilncrease can only be due not to new emigrants

but to the fervor of the ministers who brougﬁt large num=-
bers of converts into the Church. Oavey Lambert 1s an
exemple of tuls type of man, not great in his glory,

but tremendous in a small way. In the circuits he served
on tne spmmaély settledigoﬁthern Tllinois frontier ke
strived to confﬁnue the ideals of JohnuWesley as much

as possible. gis'acceptance of conditions, nis strugzling

to carry on zis_ﬁork dezpite almost insurmountable ob=-

sﬁaclfs are to bs admﬁred not es unigue, but as typical

-



to the circult rider. We iave zesn the tribute paid
this one man upon nls death by his fellow ministers.
Fernaps the bizgest pralse however would be to simply

#id nhis work well.
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fresident Theodore Roosevelt kas palid a tribute to
the circuit riders of the Methodist Church and thne work
that t“ey did in a va tnat well illustrates their lasting

significance. In an address to the Methodist Enisconal

K’l!

Churen General Sonference 1n 1908 he said:

The wnhole country 1s under a debt of grat-
itude to the Methodist circuit riders, the
¥ethodist nloneer preachers, whose muvement
westwerd kept pace wit& tne movement of the
froniier, wino shared all the hardshkins in
¥he 1life of the frontiersman, while at the
same time ministering to that frontiers-
man's spiritual needs, and seeing thaat his
presking material cares, and the hard and
"flnr’ﬂf poverty of als life 4id not wholly5§
aiﬂw&&J"'ﬁhe divine fire within his soul.

This 1s how the circult rider was important to the frontier.
Ze offered ans example to the settler, lived by it, and
nelped others 1n thelr quesgts to obtaln tihe same spiritusl

blessings that ne had reckived.
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