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to other churches; nevertheless, there will he uncommon elements that make
loeczl church history unique from church to church, that will make the his=
tory of Christ Lutheran Church distinctive from Wesley Methodist Church or
Holy Trinity Catholic Church.

“Scratch built® history is both creative and excitings it is a history
that materializes before a writer's eyes., Writing history from scratch is
1ike building a model from a kit, for it is fabricated from the necessary
parts or facts which ha¥e been found and which are carefully assembled to
make a:finely detailed piece of work. History requires that the historian
be a careful craftsman, so that all facts fit nicely together in a logical
historical sequence and perspective. The writing of a history, as the build-~
ing of an exacting model, demands patience and diligence-==2an exactitude for
determining fiction from fact and fanbasy from actuality.

The historian must not only be a collector of facts but also an assem=
bler of words. He must mold, shape, and contour his words into brilliant
mind-appealing arrangenments, in order to attract the reader who sometimes
approgches history with a dubious and reluctant attitude. He must 1ift
history oult of the Valley of the Dull up to the Mountain of Vivaciocusness.
Hense, the historian must be a player of words; his history must read like
a novel and sing like a2 poem. The world famous historian, Henry Adams,

does exactly this in his noteworthy study of Medieval churches, MHont-=Sainte
mablbd

In attempling to compile the history of Christ Iutheran Church, I have

relied upon ny typewrilter, notepaper, pencils, vens, erasers, and taperscorder.
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Without them there would be no paper. However, in addition to these
mechanical aids, much faith and reliance has been placed (more impor-
tantly of course) upon people, It is with their help and assistance
that this paper has been written at all.

To cloak this paper around a semblance of historical/scientific
methodology, I attempted to utilize every possible fact, figure, and
date that I could find. To add to the overall flavor and zestfulness,
of this paper, I tried to spice up the facts with a degree of interpre-
tative date (in part supplied by the author) but primarily supplied by
the peonle of Christ Lutheran Church themselves. his necessitated the
use of one taperecorder and a number of reels of tape. It required the
intrusion of the author into the homes of a muiber of people who welcomed
me and made my task much easier. Some 30=9¢ minutes were spent in each
private interview. The interview as was finally set up, was informel
and flexible, as there were no preconceived questions made out by the

author. The topic of conversation was always the church, bul it moved
along a2t its cun pace, the people telling their sbory as they lived and
recalled it. My sincerest appreciation goes out to the Voglker, Laesch,

and Buth families for their time and assistance in helping pigce together

ve Christ Iutheran story.

e

In addition, I offer a “thank-you® to Vicar Dale Erickson and Rev.
; N P 3 ; :
Horman Redelter for thely willingness to loan me bocks covering the sub-

ject matter in the first chapber. And, of course, to the man who dug out

the files for me, who suggested families that I should interview, who gave
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me directions to find these people, who offered freely his assistance
in any capacity, to this man, Rev. H. Co Pragman, I am deeply indebted.
And last, but not least, I am grateful to Dr. R. D. Leonard who suggest-
ed to me that local church history was a rich field of endeavor £or the

beginning historian.



Chapter I
The American Wellsprings of Luthersnism
S0 deeply sunken were they that the shrouds,
The shrouding shadows, made the petals black
Until the rolling heaven made them blue,
4 blue beyond the rainy hyacinth,
And smiting the crevasses of the leaves
Deluged the ocean with a sapphire blue.
eeelhen the sea
And heaven rolled as one znd from the two
Came fresh transfigurings of freshest blue.
~<Wallace Stevens!
The ships set'sall, Bremerhaven was slowly sinking below the sea-
blue, sea=tossed horizon. The Saxons looked back to the land thay were
leaving; they looked shead to the new lande-thelr "Zion on the Mississippi.®

The rivér steamer Rienzil churned up the wmile wide expansive watbers of

the Mississivol and, on Jamvary 19, 1839, the first of the Stephanites
regehed 3%, Louls, Thelr coming was not wnexpected. A public gathering
was wallting, aleong the shore, for the first look at the new faces from
the old world,

uri Argus reported the arrival this way:

About two hundred and fifty German immigrants from
the neighborhood of Dresden, kingdom of Saxony,
arrived here on the 19th, on the steamer Rienzi,
Trom Hew Orlesns. OFf these, thirty were cabin
passengers, most of whon we understand sre wealthy.

Wallace Stevens, Poens by Wallace Stevens (New York, Random House,1959), p. 52.




They advocate the Lutheran doctrine in ils original

purity-=styling themselves Stephanites, from the

fame of the clergyman, Mr. Stephan, who aceompanies

Eieié their intention to purchase land and settle

in a body in the State. They expect soon to he

joined in their new home by six hundred more of

their countrymen of the same religious persuasion.2

These Saxons quickly created a hierarchy with Stephan as bishop
and placed him in control of certain phases of their civil affairs.
About forty=five hundred acres of land were purchased in Perry County,
Missouri, azs the site for a semi-auvbonomous, theocratic community.
However, after only a year, Stephan was deposed as the Saxon's

leader, A bitter dispute erupted that nearly wrecked the struggling
religious order and certainly intensified the hardships and burdens of
the poverty stricken'settlers. (It is little wonder, then, with these
dark, shadow-saddened clouds of discord hanging so low over the darkened
land of Perry County, a man, who looked to the bright and blue skies of
the tomorrow, came on the secene daringly trying to dispel the feariul
antagonisns that were ﬁearingtthesefgaxon”Chfistiansbapari;) Ce Fo Vo
Walther was that man. He saw a posgsible solution to the ever compliczted
and growing feud. Walther?s way was dramatic; it had to be in order to
make a lasting impression on the sellilers. The time and place were both
selected==April 15 and 21, 1841 in the log cabin ®college®™ st Alteuberg,
Here Walther battled with Marbach; here the famous Altenburg Debate took
place; here the lasting Altenburg thesis was delivered by the crussding

Walther himself. The debate between the two men was stormy. "However the

great majority of the audience and the colonists generally were won over

ZWalter 0. Forster, Zion on the Mississippl (St Louils, Mo., Concordia .
Publishing House, 1953), p. 204,



by Walthert®s presentation of the case. If there was any single factor
which saved the colonies from complete dissolution and from the corrosive
forces of further internal controversy, it was the Altenberg Debate.“B
The Altenberg Debatbte, however, was merely a catalyst by which the
new forees of unity sprung from. It still remained for Walther to slowly
begin to build the firm foundation of a new ecelesiastical structure.
The task before this man was no easy highway to follow; it took all of
Waltherts faith and hope to make the Saxons a wnified body of Christian
believers. He was to devote the rest of his life to bullding this final
edifice-=the edifice upon which the Missouri Synod Iutheran Church how
stands.  (Yes, a new golden sun was breaking through the grey/black storm
clouds of controversy. God's sun was dawning; it flooded Perry County
in the frezhest yellow beams of light, of hope and harmony. Walther and
Perry County wonld see fresh transfigurings of tomorrow's "freshest blue.®)
émtageﬁismé died. The bibterness was buried: God's work could be
continued. A firmly felt dedicated splrilt grasped the Saxeons and socn a
colleze was maintained, churches and schosls were construcied, Saxon pase
tors began carrying their gospel to points as far distant as Wisconsin and
Hew York, A continuing bond was building up between the small and struggling

Imtheran bodies; the bond was strengthed by Walther®s oublication of the

¢ which indirectly prepared the way for the formation of the
Missouri Sym&deg The vear 1847 marked the official formation of the Synod
through the organizing of independent Iutheran congregaltions and clergymen

on a nationsl level. And it was the Luthersner

that became the spolesman

3Tbides Do 525,

by, B, Mayer, The Religious Bodies of America (St. Louis, Me., Concordis
Publishing House, 1958}, p. 183.




of the Synod. Walther was retained as editor of the publication.

The Synod, at this time, further resolved to ask Pastor Loehe and

his mission board to give Synod full power and control of the missions
among the Indians.” Later, missionwork was organized on an even
grander scale with a board appointed to consider the important matter
of foreign missions.

Within a few short years, with the esrnest efforts of all the
Saxons, the church was experiencing an encouraging and hesriening
growth. The Synod began to turn out more and more pastors and teachers
to carry the word of God to as many as would lisiten. These pastors and
teachers found fich ground in the growing parishes of the Midwestern
countryside. And before too long, a series of districts were created
to make administrative proceedings more workable and to give a greater
unity to the church as a whole, living body of Christians.

The wellsprings of American Lutheranism run deep. They {low from
s subberramean spring (of faith and vision) continually feeding and
nourishing the silver-blue waters of a ever widening rivulet (of spirtual
conscipusness and Christisn performsnces) The Lutharéﬁs today are of
+the same material as their Christian forefathers of the past. They
work. They pray. They worship. They build., They stand up for Christ.
Time has left those early Lutherans behind. The world they knew is gone
with them., Time now moves us to the present, to the Lutherans of the

20th Century, to the Lutherans of Christ Lutheran Church,

JErwin L. Lueker, Lutheran Cvelopedis (St. Touis, Mo., Concordia
Publishing House, 1954), p. 609.
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1947w=The First Beginning

s o b new day
Hesven shall =send,
Whole as an apple,
Kind as a friend.
Tiea o C v of *nr‘i’i
-=Erances GCornlor(

Perhaps that day, now seemingly so far distant, so far asway, was just
as any other day in a February month. TFerhaps thers was 2 tinge of vwinter

-

in the air, 2 fey snow flakes falling here and there, a sky of heavy grévVe..

or perhaps there was the gentleness of an all too early soring alr, the warn

- o =

cazerfulness of a shinlng sun casting beams of soler Light dowm, dowm. on

the soon awakening tress, grasses, bushes of Bloomingtonellormsl land. A
February settinge-vhebher o winter of soring scene~~provides the backzround

np drame, a beginning human endeavor,

g

For some times there had been a general feeling expressed that the nop-
wlation growth rote of Bloomington-lermal warranted careful and thoughtiul
eongideration for the possibility of the formation of a new church, although
Lutherans in the area had been attending religlous services st Trindty
Imtheran Church in Bloomington. ¥While, at this time, no concrete provosals
were determined, the idea of a seperate church took root, esvecially in the

s o o~ -« oo s W » 2 . . 4 X SO
minds of a nunher of Tutherans in Hoymal.® And within a short vime definite

action was undertaken., Preliminary sctivity bezan in 1940,

“Louls Untermayer, K dern Sritish Poetry (Vew Yor
World, Tace, 19627, pe 207.
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Chadst Intheran uﬁa?wu Dedication Booklel (Normal, January 7, 1962},
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It was during the latlter months of {986 that the idea of a ILutheran
church in Normal really started to gain momentum. A number of Noymalites
took it wpon themselves to visil other Lultherans in Fomal and the sur-
rounding vicinity to determine if there was any firm conviclbion to gsbta-
blish a new church. The response was evident. The people of Normal wanted
a church of their own. These Lutherans showed their willingness to attend
and help support a new church by signing a petition clearly indicabing
thelr seriousness for a Lutheran chureh in Normal. A few of the original
signers of the petition included: Mr, and Mrs. Ben Buth, Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Wellenreiter, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Laesch, Mr. and ¥Mrs. Pronic Oltpen, Mr. and
¥rs. 0. B Dostal, Mr. and Mrs. Obbo H. Laesch, and My, and Hrs. @rvin
Westfall.

Bvents were now begimming to move fast. The next step in the process
of creating a church reqguired the consent and help of the ILumtheran Mission
Board, The petitioners sent a letter to the Rev. ¥F. W. Hein then president
of the Mission Board ssying:

We, the undersigned, do hereby petition you, the Mission
Board of Central Tllinois District of the Bvangelical
Lutheran Synod of ¥Missourl for assistance to organize =
congregation and establish a church in the town of Hormal,
T1linois.

The need for such a church here is urgent and we beg of you
to give this petition immediate consideration.’

With the note of urgency in the petition, the Mission Board began to
act to help these Lutherans start thelr own church. 4 serles of meetings
were held first with Rev. Hohenstein of Trinity Iutheran Church of Bloom-

ington. Hev, Hohensteln was told of the plans and the progress that had

3Petitioners, Normal, I1l., January 12, 1947, letter to Rev. F. W.
Hedn, Chesinut, Illincis.



been made on establishing the new ehurch; he was told of the Mission
Board®s favorable response to the petitioners. HNevertheless, Reverend
Hohenstein was seemingly reluctant to consent to the setting up of a
new Luthsran church in Hormsl., In fact, he was wholeheartedly opposed
to the idea! He was of the opinion that the Lutherans of Bloomingiton-
Hormal should attend one church; he feli one large church was bebter
than two smaller churches. Those in favor of the new Normal church
attenpted to point out to him that the size of Trinity Lutheran was
becoming too large-=so large that he could not adequately carry out his
ministerial duties to the many Christian members of the congregatlon.
Fatually, this became a point of contention. HMembers of'ﬁhe Mission
Board came directly down to Bloomington to attempt to ™iron out® the
differences bwybeen the two factions, for there were a number of veople
in the Trinity congregation who were strongly behind the position taken
by Hohenstein.*

With the Mission Board encouraging the Normal ILutherans to go shead
with their plsns, the first, more or less, offieizl meeting was held on
Februdry 23, 1%@?.5 This preliminary meeting attended by Dan Wellenreiter,

tto Laesch, Oscar Laesch, Otto Dostal, Hemman Zchuth, and Ben Buth wes 2
prelude to the organizational meeting which was soon to follow on March 7,
1947. It was on this date that 50 ILutherans met in the basament of the
First Presbyterian church in Normel. The group orzanized uwnder the name

of The Normal Luthersn Chureh which then brought the total number of de-

ggr. and ¥rs. Ben Buth, charber members of Christ Iumtheran Church,
(Wormal, I1l.), personal interview with author in the Buth home, Normal
March 22, 1965. This seme thought was expressed by Mrs. T.W. Voelker,
although she did not place as much emphasis on it as did the Buths.
5Christ Lutheran Church, Iife (Wormal 1952), p. 2.



nominational groups in Normal to seven. AL this meebting Ctito laesch was
named president of the organization, with Dan Wellenreiter as secretary,
and Ben Buth as treasurer. Discussion centered around the drawing up of
a constitution and finding a place in which services could be held, It
was expressed that the group had hopes of eventually bullding its own
church in Hormal. The Rev. Arthur &, Helizel of Linceln, a member of the
state mission board, also attended this meebing in an advisory ca@aaiiygé

An arrangement was made to conduct religious worship services in the
Stubblefield Memorial Home, 200 West Ash street. Sunday school c¢lasses
were held at the home of Mrs. Frank Laesch, 418 North Main strest. Five
members had volunteered thelr services to helr bring God's word to the
children of the new church. The congregation secured the services of
Albert Gloek, than 2 student from Concordia Theological Seminary in St.
Louvis, Missouri. Glock served the new congregation throughout the swmer
months of 1947, from June until Septembsr.7 ¥rs. Ben Buth. when asked her
feelings aboult holding serviess in a Hemorial home, sald that while the
setting was perhaps slightly vnusual everyone seemed satisfied that at
least 2 place had been found to conduct worship services. In fact, she
noted that attendance was quite high during their short stay at Stubble-
field?s.®

Sti11l anxious to build thelr own house of Cod, the newly formed group

worked during the swmner months planning for just such a structure. Th

[

members gave considersble attention to the possibility of purchasing land

11 HMarch 1947,
30 May 1947.




for the new church. Hembers proposed buying property ab Virginia and
South Fell avenues in Normal.

Waivers are being presented to residents of the addition

Warner and Carter Highland addition to %ormai%fer DET=

mission to bulld a church on the location, which is ommed

by HMrs. B, G, Van Leer...The location at the scomer of

Virginis and South Fell is favored for the church; but

other locations in the viecinity, which have no building

restrictions, have been offered.”
Rev, Albert Glock felt "rather confident of obtaining 211 signatures" on a
walver of bullding restrictions to allow a church building to be constructed
on the property., Already in early June, Rev. (lock had started circulating
the waiver to get signatures for permission to bulld the chmrch. The pebi-
tion had to be signed by at least 27 Lfamilies who ouned the blocks concerned.
The church will stand on property owned by Mrs. Margaret C. Van Leer, Hr.
¥, W. Stubblefield, and ¥r. Jack Shesan. It was decided to locate the
church at this particular site (in the south part of Normal) in order to
serve Lutherans from north and east Bloomingiton as well as ﬁO?ﬁal;iﬁ

While plans were being made for a church building and property, the

Hormal Lutherans packed thelr belongings and nmade the big move--from Stubble-
field®s to the NHormal Theater. The move was facilitated through the cooper-
ation and courtesy of Mr. Ray Hevrington, the Normal Theater's manager.!!
The rent paid to the theater by the congregation was $3.00 a month, 12 A
small price to pay for the orivilege of worshiping Christ. The first wor-

ship service in their new location was on July 6, 1947,

Meanwhile plenty of action was developing over the walver controversy.

OThe Normalite, 27 June 1947,

10The Pantagraph, June, 1947.

11Christ Imtheran Chureh, Dedication Services (Wormsl 1950), p. 14.
12Christ Lutheran Church, Tressurer's Journal entry of Septamber 7, 1947,




The initial high hopes expressed by Mr. Glock in June were by July 13th
turmed into a saddened defeat, for most of the residents in the Warner
and Carter Highland addition had openingly refused to sign the waiver.

4 special letler had been sent to Mr. David A, Broleen, who at %hat:time
was regiding in Cglifornis, asking him to authorize a close friend of his
in Bloomington to sign the waiver. '3 4 Western Union telegram was re-
ceived in which Mr. Broleen consenbted. But the effort was to no avail,
for the vast majority of those involved still refused to sign. An article

confirmmed the defest:

Mbert Glock said that the church's option on the five

lots expired Thursday without completion of the pur-

chase...Mr. Glock said Saturday that it had been it

possible to get all signatures from sll residents in

the addition that would 0K construction of +he church

and parsonage, 1%
"I don't think the residents of the subdivision were properly informed about
the building we would construct there. T can see no reason why it wouldn®t
be acceptable, 15

However, the Normal Lutherans had merely lost a battle==the war was

still to be won! For shortly thereafter the members were able to purchase
other land in the same viecinity. The land purchased was in the 1200 block
onn South Fell avenue about a block awey from the originsl selected site.
In this area there were no restrictions and hence no walvers were required,

This land was purchased from Mrs, Margaret Van Leer, president of the Tn-

monuel Bible Foundation, 1© The purchase price for this land was $8,000, 17

13Personal letter from Albert Glock +o David Breleen
14%Church Fails to Geb Waiver on Building,” The Par
15The Pantagpaph 13 July, 1947.

16"Tutherans Buy Site for Church," The Pant:
17Christ Lutheran Church, Ireagurerts Jowrn

zraph 13 July, 1947,

graph 12 August, 1947,
L entry of August 3, 1947,




But if the war had been won, hard feelings lingered on. In a lether

te the editor of The Paptagrsph,

Mrs, James Sharan wrote a sizzling rebuttal
to the members of Christ Lutheran Church. She says:

The present location has been obtained by the promoter
of this church over the wishes and objecticns of the
pregent home owners, who desire to preserve whal peace
and gulet we now have...lt seems that with the critical
shortage of homes, this of all times is a peculiar time
for such construection. These sponsors and thelr smsall
following should sttend the fine churches we now have
and £fill the vacant seals and thus eliminate further
waste of bullding material. We do not need more churches
but we do need a larger attendance to the ones we now
havee.es lhe idea of this structure in ils entirety is
ignominious and anile.18

Nevertheless, during August of 47 a meeting was held in the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Buth. Present at the meebting were the Rev. 5. W. Hein,
Chestrnut, and the Rev. George Albers, Decatur, officers of the Central
I1linois District Mission. Discussed at the meeting were ways and means
of financing the building program for the new church. Ben Buth, Gordon

Smith, Mrs. Frank Oltman, H. Shuth, and Mrs. Henry Martens were eleéted

to the publiecity and finance commilties. 19 Tne drive for the church had
been launched!

Tt would only be a few more Sundsys and Christ Imtheran®s student
minister, Mr. Glock, would have to leave his congregation and rebturn to
school. The members got together and gave Mr. Glock a real surprise party
in the home of the Buth®s. Glock was to leave for Winfield, Kansas and
there teach Laltin and Greek in St. Jolm's Collage.go Arrangements were
already being made for a new minister. A call was extended to the Rev.

Bebert Weller of Clevelsnd, Ohio.

- 18%Protests Plan to Construct Church,® ggg Pantagraph 20 August, 1947.
19%Tutherans Organize For Drive,” The Pantasraoh 25 August, ?9&?e
203 iudent Pastor Honor Guest,” The Pa 18 Angust, 1947,




Bevr, Wellsr zave corefvl consideraltion to this eall

R -
. A=z ol August

5, 1947, he felt that it was his desire to sceept the call, vel he needed
time To strengthen and close the affairs of The Gospel Center in Cleveland.
—

 addition, the work load ab the Center had been strenuous, foreinz kim

s P’ - '7
to take a vacation ¥both for physical ond mental reasons.® L
By Ahugust 19th Rev. Weller had decided to become the new wminister of

Ohrist lutheran Chur In 2 letbter to the congregation hz says:
You have done ne the howor of extending me the call to
serve as your pastor. After 'qume Ucel s of praveriul,
careful con,.si_de ration and incuiry I am convinced that
it is God®s will that T accent the c¢slls I camnot tell
how the gifts CGod has given me will £it yorr needs, but
I oromise to use whatever wisdom and strength He supplies
me with all diligence on vour b eha,l-....?q

Bebtween the time Mr. Glock left and Reve Weller sssuned the duties

b
of Christ Lutheran, the congregation scquired the services of Rove Hugo

Fleckenstein who became the acting pastor from the 1st to the 20th o

[~

=5

September, - Rev. VWeller and his fonily arrived in Hormal and become the

mests of Mre and Mrse Frenlc Oliman vntil the Weller's home wng ready to

accomedate the Wellsr's and thelr two children, George and Morcla.

The installation of Reve. Weller ook place on September 21, 1947 in
“the Hormal Commnity High School Avditorium. “Hev. Weller was Installed
by the Rev. Je F. 3chancl: of Secor, The Rev. F. We Hein of Ch
The Sermon...d cornel solo by Dorothy Duth zerved as a processional for the

choita of Trinity Iutheron Church of Bloomington and 24, Paulf®s Church,

Gencge « o A Teception was held at the Farm Bureau building following the sere

093
n

. R 5 - EV o 5 Fa -
vices, “ Hornal had witnessed the Diyth of a chorchy the first weay of hise

(¥4 P

tory had heen made and many more years were sure to follow.
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Pergonal Letier from Robert Weller te Reve J.F. Sehnack August &, 1007,
“orgonal lebtler from ;{OOC“.'XW teller to Christ Luthersn Qrmm} A 10, 1947,

Blatheran Chureh Pastor Installed,¥ IThe Daniarrsph 2
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Chapter ITT
{948-=Iutherans Orusade for Christ
He sang of God-=the mighty source
Of all things-=-the stupendous force
On which all strength depends;
From Whose right arm, beneath Whose eyes,
ALY periocd, power, and enberprise
Commences, reigns, sznd ends.
-=Christopher Smart!
Much had been accomplished in 1947; in 1948 much remained to be done.
Rev. Hobert Weller brought with him a zeal that encouraged and sparked the
Hormal Lutherans to work even harder and longer for Christ. They had a
dream, a2 vision for a church. Bub churches aren't built wiﬁh dregms and
vigions; they are built with initistive, drive, toil, labor and especially
noneyv!

Mready in 1947, the mewbers had taken steps in the bullding of 2

church. 4 bullding commititee was formed with ¥Mr. Obtto Dostal as chairman

of the group which included Gordon Smith, Hermen Schuth, Obtto lsesch, and
Te Wo Voelker, VWhen Mr. Dogtal found it necessary to reburn to Detrolt,
Michigan, ¥Mr. Voelker was wmade the new chalrman, while Frank Obiman and
Harry Tobskl were zsdded o the csmmittee.z By early 1948, the Lutherans
had come snother step closer to thelr gosl of & church ¥yhen they raised
enocugh money in an every member campalgn to clear all debt on the church

gite on South Fell avenue and to maeke a small beginning on the church

2
ildine fund. ®

T0scar Williems, Tmmortal P
1952}, Pe 198

2Christ Lutheran Church, Dedieatior June &, 1950).

S3%Lutheran Church Tops Canvass for and* he Papbagraph, 23 June, 1948,

Sguare Press, Inc.,
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To add o stimulus to bhe comoelion, Reve Weller started o churveh

publication eolled [he Builder. The

iy

i,..i a

rst lesue came out in Januvary
of *48. In thal issue the name for the publication was explained in
these words:
Why the name, The Builder? First because we are in %he
orogess of 1 bnlldﬂﬂ@ the kingdom of Cod in Normsl and
the surrounding territory oaoond, becausge our very
first project is the building of our our own church
nilding. Finally, because all the work of the king-
dom of Ged is really %uildingo 1 Core 3, @ says 5 'ye

are (odts buildqum' and that *ye are labourers Lo
gether with God, ¥

The puilding comlilee traveled far and wide to view churches and
consult with architects. A contract was finally signed with Mr. William
Fo Eramer of Oak Park, T1l¢¥ MNr. Kramer seemed fo be an archilect of
acknowledged abllity, for he had bwilt a considerable number of Iutheran
churches; he had drawn plans for a remodeling of 5, Lukefs in Chiecago
and had been retaiuned as architect by Mr. Calvary Lutheran Church of
Peorise’ lr. Krvemer drew up many =lang for a chureh duildinge-many of
which hed to be digecardsd Lecause of rising costs and the limited finan-
eial means of the congregabtion. A survey of the lot was to be made by g

=

competent survevor. The congregation had by October voted o place the

-
ke

church on the mumlmlnv lot as shown in the accompanying skelchs™

ﬂfiffs“"’“i
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b Al 4 %3
YThe Builder, Ja,mw:ﬁr Tal, FELL FAVE.
?ﬁggAﬁg%;g er, Ho, 5, 1 ay 1948,
ffv‘?h@: Builder, No, 10, Dctober 1048,

s %n*erestmng ia mar@ thet in one booklet Hr. Kramer is said to
es i&a in Forest Park, I1l. TYet in the particular issue of The Bullder he
is s2dd to live in qu Park, T firally decided on 0ok Park because ‘n aﬁﬂL»
tionel searching an article in The Pa aph 5/ 21/48 said that Oak Park s

his home. COFf course, there ls the ﬂoqeib*T by he had moved at some later




In addition to the activiiy of plaming for the church, the congrepga-
tion was busy in other ways alsc. Members were earnestly crusading for
Christ, for "0n July 21st, just ten months after the installation of its
first pastor, Christ Lutheran Church doubled itsg commumnicant membership.

On Sept. 21, 1947, there were 46 communicant members, including the pastor
and his wife. On July 21, 1948, there were 93. Souls rose from 60 to
132,%7 The church was busy on other fronts as well. Right from the be-
ginping the ladies of the church had gotten together and formed the Ladies?
Socielty. Their functions varied throughout the year from holding regular
meetings in thelr homes to holding ice cream socizls and conduebing sales
or fairs in which handwork, eggs, chickens, canned goods were put up for-
sale, While the ladies were carrying on thelr business, the younger mem-
bers of the church were engaged in various projects. The IP3 (Young Peoples®
Society) helped sell Christmas cards and canvassed the congregation asking
members te subseribe to various church papers.

19L8 saw Christ Lutheran's first Confirmation class on May 16th,
Crusaders for Christ must, in some instances, be teachers for Christ too.
The first confirmation saw elght young people confimed=-L3illizn Hicksteln,
Ruth Hickstein, Nancy Jones, Sharon Jones, Jaomes Lusgher, Jone Iusher, Donald
Smith, and Iucille Svestkaeg

On Sunday, November 14th, music echoed through the NHormal Thealter—-
organ music thalt is. This Sunday saw the dedication of the new organ, a
one maruel, ten stop Wurlitzer electric organ without pedals. The entire

cost was $1350. There was 1ittle doubt that the orgen would add tremen=-

der, Ho. 8, August 948,
Ho. 3, May, 1948,




dously to the overall positive effect of the Sunday services.”
Crusading for Christ is never an easy task, bub the Hommzl Iutherans

were doing s splendid job. And the crusade had only just begun.eee

9The Builder, HWo. 11, Hovember 1948,



Chapter IV

1049=--Build! Sgv the Builders

Ye are built uwpon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief cornerstone; in whom all the building Litly
framed together groweth unto an holy temple in
the Lord,=«Eph, 2, 203 21

Build! sald the congregation in ils special meetilug
held Tuesday March 15the What shall we builld? WE
WANT o BASEMENT said the congregation! START WITH
THAT was the overwhelming vote of the voters® assem-
bly! CoK! so the build ng commitbtee is at work plan=-
ning a c¢hurch with a basement. The congregation
wants to start as soon as possible, It dg likely
that we shall have to pause when we complete the
hasement, in order to gather financial erengh

to finish vhe church proper, hul we are going to
STARTH

Finally, after two years of sincere effort, concrete resulis wers
beconing evident. There was no doublt now! The church was going to be
builtl Bul not without & few more shzgs and hitches! Given the build-
ing regulations=-the church had to be 25 feet away from the sidewall,
feet from the alley, and 5 feet from the adjoining lot--plans were drain
up according to these rules, However, when the bullding commissioner in-
spected the staked area he disapproved and said The chmrch hed vo stay

+

back in line with the adjoining house, This, in effect, was to move the

5

church about 45 feet back from the sidewall instesd of the 25

iy

‘or which

I

sl

plans had been drawm. And another thing--the chureh had to he 25 fest

5

from the a 3ev@” The resull of all this? Hew plons. Heve,

1The Builder, No.3, March, 1949,

Satherans Hit Snags in Trying to Build," Ihe Dantageanh.
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A grownd bresking service on Augnet 28th narked the beginning of

construetion. To We Voslker, chaiyman of the building comuittee, turned
over the first spadeful of ground, The final plen calls for

a church approximately 807 . x 39' seating aboubt 250
confortably. The foundation and floor will be of
conerete, while the walls will be stone on the west
face, fromting ¢n Fell avenue, and brick eleswhere,
Inside walls wlll be of Haydite blocke The church
will have considerable height and the exposed trusses
and woodwork which support the room will add to the
dimity and beauty of the building in typical English
style. The church has been so designed that the ine
terior varticulars do not support the roof and may
be removed latsr if desired, Ample space remzins for
s lavger church to be added, exiending southward at
a fuiure dobe.s

The basement came Tirst. The job of digeing was long and arduous,
resuliing lv nony members glving a helping hand and a shovel. 1In order
te cut dovm on financisl expenditures, 1 was necessary for members 1o
grab g shovel and partaks in the digzinge-the basement wee practically
dug by hend. The soll fast turned into a hardened, wellow clay that
stuck to every shovelful. The eclay had to be scrapped off the shovel
before another shovelful could be dug out. The work was no easy chore;

1t required strong backs and able bodies. “Therelor, ny beloved brethren,

v}

be ye steadfast, wmovesble, aluays abounding in the work of the lord,
forasmoch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord,Y 1 Cor.
15: 58, At times there were between 25 and 30 wen digging frenticelly

swaye fSven Rev, Weller rolled up hip shirt slecves snd grabbed o shovel.

SUlutherans Sreak Grownd for Yew Shureh,” The Farbaesraph, 26 Aug. 1949,




He pibched in right with 81l the others. Sowme of tThe farmers came into
town with their tractors and added some mechanical assistance to the
basenent prajecich

Within a few months, Chrigt Lutheran Church was celebrating a cor=
nerstone laying. Preparations were long in the making but by November
20th the historic day had come. Traveling from Decatur, Illinols was
Reverend George C. Albers the feature speaker for the event.e Im his
address, he told the congregation {(now some 200souls) that ¥a building
would stand just as long if a cornerstone laving ceremony were not held.
But we are here not just to lay a stone but to erect a temple of God.
And that temple is symbolized by this stone which is Christ Hinself, "o
Vost of the people attending the ceremony were housed in a specially
erected tent, although many were compelled to stand. The cornerdbone
itself was laid in place by T. W. Voelker, the commitiee chairman, and
Harold Debolt, a mason working on the structure. Reverend Albers con=
cluded his address by saying, “There are few experiences in 1ife that
bring greater joy than that you are enjoying today. DBuilding is now
wnderway on a church for which you have worked hard., TIn the not too
distant fubure you will be able Lo enter here with your friends and

family. A1l of your fellow Christians rejoiee with yeu today.”

4Buth, Voelker, Laesch, Intervies
59Christ Cornerstone of Church--ilbers,” The Pantagraph, 21 November
1949,
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Chapter V

1950==Dedicated Christians...Dedicate a Church
To this temple, where we call Thee,
Gome, O Lord of hosts, today:
With Thy wonted loving kindness
Hear Thy servants as they pray
And Thy fullest benediction
Shed within these walls alwav.

Up go the wzlls. %The rear wall is finished and the front wall is
ready for the setting of the rose window. It is posgible that roof trusses
nay be set before the stone work is finished.®™ So read The Builder of Jan-~
uary 1950,

The need for $50,000 for the church had been practically abtbained by
1950, except for $9,000. The remsining $9,000 was to bs secured in either
cash or loans. The finance commiitee issued an avpeal To the congregation
for loans éf all kinds~~small‘10ans of $25, $50, and $100. Many members
had given in other ways, especially for church equipnment. WMr. and Mrs.
Otto Lassch offered to orovide the church with 81l the folding chairs.
Prof. and Mrs. Herman Schylemann offered to provide a painbting or a similar
work of art for the altar. Progress was being made in all aspects; dedica-
tion day was near at hand., 2

In April a note of urgency went out to the congregation reminding
them that dedication wesk would be held from June 4th through the 11th.

Plans were being formulated for the week. Speskers were to be imported,

2o tion

1Sbrisi Iutheran Church, Dedi

Services, Normal, June &, 1950,
ler, January 1956. ‘




musle was to be provided by the choly, soloists, orchesira, Trio, and
organists. 4 dedication booklet was to be printed, containing hymns

for the various services, a brief history of the congregation, and
pietures of varlous c¢hurch gr0n§sﬁ3

The new gates to a new Zion were about to be opened on that nen-

orial day. Standing on the church steps were Rev. Robert Weller, Rev.

£lbert Glock, Reve. Albert Wiegert, Williasm Krawmer, BErnest Rasuber, Frank
Oltman, Obie lLeesch, and T. W. Voelker. Willlam Kramer, church architect,
had just cut the ribbon across the front entrance. ZIrnest Rasuber, con-
tractor, had just finished giving the keys of the church to Mr. Voelker.
Voelker was now unlocking the door as a precession, hesded by the church
elders, was walking up the sidewalk on inbo the new Zion. Music filled
the June air to the sound of YA Mighty Fortress is Our God," played by

an orchestra of young people. The congregation filled the new House of
Gods Reverend Wiegert®s words filled the hearts of the people when he
sgid that the Holy Church of Christ is not bullit with stones and wood
‘but with people who are the living spirit, the living force of a 1iving
God. He then urged them to continue to build. This time they must build
a kingdom of souls won for Christ. Reverend Glock recalled to the con=-
gregation that "Christ dwells in this building because He dwells in you.
God 1lives not in wmortar and wood and stone, bul in people, in human l”z,eaz“f,sé,*g‘f‘L
The dedication festivities continued on into the rest of the week.

Hormal Theslter had served Christ ILutheran zs 2 house of worship for

3The Builder, April ia;f»:@.
@”ﬁaly Churoh Built of P sople-=Wiegert,” The Panta

raph, 5:dwe 1950,



nearly 2% vears. In this theater friendships were cultivated, the Word
of God was spoken, and Christian spirits were nurtured. But May 28, 1950
saw the last worship service at the thester. The words of Raymond Herrington,
the theater manager, best express the feeling that was felt. Mr. Herrington
writes:

T can recall with ease the very first service your

fine church group held at the Hormal Theatre. It

left us with a good feeling to note the sincerity

of your group in thelr work and worship. We feel

that during the past two and one half vears we

have come to lmow many of you personally and cher-

ish these friendships dearly.

You now have a beautiful house of worship. I know

that there has been much work snd sacrifice in-

volved in building your church and we admire vou

for your sceomplishments. We know that in this

building you will build a still stronger and more

beautiful relationship with youwr faith.

We have truly enjoyed your using the theatre

building and if we have been of some help to vou,

than we are indeed grateful, for we all know that

it is in helping others that we help ourselves.)

But the work of a congregation goes on whether in a theater or a

church., In a church council meeting it was decided to delegate duties
to various church officials. The trustees were to sign legal papers
and check on insurance policlies; the ushers weré to eare for ths windows
of the church: they were to be on hand 15 mimutes before services start
to get out song books, greet worshippers, to gather hymn-boocks; the

elders were to teke up the offerings, prepare the vessels for communion

and baptism, light altar candles; the custodian was to contimually inspect

5Personal letter from Raymond Herrington to Oscar Voelker, Secretary,
June 18, 1950.
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21l property of the church, see to the cutting of the grass, and arrange
for a fall and spring "clean-up® day: the Janitor was to care for the
furnace, regulate the lighting and ventilating at Sunday services and
all regualr meelbings, and keep the sidewalks clear from snow and ice: the
zlltar committee was Lo teke care of flowers for the alitar, clean communion
and baptismsl cloths and compmanion vessels.6
A letter was sent to the congregation telling them that an Adult
Hembership Class was being organized. The group was to review the chisfl
teachings of the Bible in an informal mamner and prepare the group for
membership in the church. It was also siressed that the meetings are opened
to those who are already church members as this would be an opportune way
to review some previous ins%ructi0n¢7
Indeed, the completion of the church did not ené the duties of the
members, These dedicalbed Christians merely rededicated their lives in
the service of Christ. They now set out %o build again=-to bulld “s king-

dom of souls won for Chrisgt.®

OMinutes of chmreh council meeting of September 11, 1950.
?Leﬁﬁer from Robert Weller o chruch congregation October 2, 1950.



Chapter VI
1951 =-Welcomne Back, Reverend Glock
Bend, 0 Lord, Thy Holy Svoirit
fn Thy servant now, we pray;
Let hinm prove a faithiful shepherd
To Thy 1ittle lambs alway.
Thy pure teaching to proclaim,
To extol Thy holy nane
And to feed Thy lambs, dear Savier,
Make his aim and sole endeavor. !

The Lord works in nysterious ¥aYSeceo.

This was to be Hev. Wellerts last year at Christ Luthersn. There
is always a degree of panic that sweeps a congregation when a faithful
pastor is called to another commmity and church., Rev. Weller made his
decision; he would become the pastor at Rodgers City, Michigan. Christ
Intheran had lost a wminister. Under Wellerfs guidance and effort, Christ
Iutheran built its parish hall unit, tripled its membership, and developed
an efficient and functioming organization. His ysars as minister wers
good ones, Still there are always a few rough storms thal ministerts and
congregation's must travel through. Rev. Weller went through one such
storm. In a meebing of the church council of September 8, 1949 there
was indeed an element within the church that was, To some extent, anta-
gonistic toward the minister. The laymen spoke their minds. First,

criticism was directed against Weller's sermons. It was emphatically

stated that his sermons left something to be desired. It was felt that

1lutheran Synodical Conference, Ihe ]

stheran Hymngl (Concordia
Publishing House, St. Louis, Hissouri, 1911

*p. hai,
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they became too invelved and engrossed in worldliness. The people had
nothing to take home with them; the sermons did not give the people what
they ought to have and what they pray for. One person openly stated that
the sermons made him nervous! HNext, it was expressed that Weller was
spending too much time on the building program; it was implied that he
neglected the mission work. Someone mentioned that membership was notb
up to par. The blame for this was placed on the pastor's sermons. It
was then brought up that the pastor®s dignity was nolt whalt people ex-
pected. Weller answered this eritieism by saying that this was just the
opposite of the usual comment made of the ministry. In trying to over-
come stiffness and formality, he had apparently gone to far in the other
dérectieﬁeg Weller weathered the storm. It should be remembered that an
altereation such as this is the excsption rather than the rule.* And, too,
some eriticism is for the improvement snd good ¢f the chureh, In review-
ing church minutes, the author found very feg such exciting events o in-
corporate inlto the paper.

Weller gave his farewsll sermon on May 20%th.  Christ Iatheran Church
was losing a man who was not afraid to single with his people, who was
not afraid to get his hands dirty in digging out a basement. Christ Iutheran
was losing a resl helper. Bul it was soon to gain a resl leader.

Through the summer meaths of 1951, the church was without an ordained
minister. But through the help of student William F. Helurdie, who served

from June 4 to Sepbember 15, the church carried on the job of soul saving.

2Minutes of church council meeting of September 8, 1049,

*Tn this particular "flare-up® it shouvld be mentioned that the minutes
were recorded by Weller himself. Undoubtedly the full impact of the meeting
was toned down. Things as this meeting add to the zestfulness of the paper.
However, I hope I have not turned uwp any dangling church skeletons,



It wes during these months that a mmber of calls were exbeanded to othsr
ministers., The church sesrched for s new leadsr. A4 call was Tirst of-
fered to Rev. Lloyd Behnken of St. Mark¥s Lutheran Church, Steeleville,
Tilinois. In a letter to Oscar Laesch, Rev. George O, Albers writes:

T will be interested to hssr the news ag soon ag

vou have received word from Pastor Behnken. AL

Pastor ' Wessel?s request I wwrote a letter to Pas-

tor Behnkens I encouraged him by all means to

aecept the eaXl, T think the congregaetion would

be delighted to have Pastor Pehnken as itis leader.-

VWhen Pastor Behnken did not except the cell the congregation considerad

"

a mauiber of other men: Rev. Gilmore 4. Imecl, Strasburgz, T1l.; Reve He
Ve Hallerberg, Clayton, Ill.; Rev. Fredrick H, Reimann, Zowen, I1l.; Hev.
Theodore C. Krause, Danville, I1l.; Rev. Bgon W. Gebauer, 3%t. Louls, MHis-
gourl, and Rev, Albert X, Glock, Purlington, V emaom:..%

Conme 'béck, eome back to Normal, Reverend Glock. Yes, this wes the
unaninous feeling of the s}mx‘cm The congregation wanted Glock! A cgll

went out to Burlington, Vermont. The susp: Would gtudent

Glock in 1947 come hack as Reverend Glock in 1951 snd again guide Christ
tutheran? The answer was slow in comlng. By Avgast 6th, Glock aclrow-
ledzed the receipt of the call. He had not as vet decided. Then, sud-
denly, there was Do more susvense, for Glock had accepted. Glock was
coming hacizl

The installation of Glock was to take place September 10th. fnd in

accordanc wibh the District custom the Reve A, 0. Wessel of Danvers, the

27y 5my

TPersonel letter from Rev. Albers o Uscar Ieesch dated June 15, 1951,
T ~ ;]
2 8 1

1 s K
bt et Tutheran Chureh, Supdey Bulletin, July 22, 1951,
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Yacaner Posgtor, @us Lo deliver the servon, and the Reve 2. Glock of Woshe

burn, the Circult Vielior, would install Reve & Z. Glock. That's righbes
fether would install a son!
In some additional comment about the evenb, The Hormelite reported:

Special guesits at the instellation service will be
Prof, and Mrs. Otio Son end thelr daughtber, liss
Inis Sokln, all of Sts Louis, Mo, Frof. Sohn is a
member of the faculty at Concordis Seminary. liss
3¢k and %the Reve Albert Glock will he married in
Ste Louls on Seob 20,5

Hot only was Christ Luthersn gaining 2 pastor, but the paster wms zoining a
wife. His wife to be, Lols Sohn, had been for two yesrs the Editorial
Asshistan®t on Tthe stafl of "The Luthersen Witness.! DShe graduated from

Valporaiso University ond was %0 receive an !, A, from Washincton Univer-

-
O

RN K L .2 .
gity in 5t. Louls.

L

As o wmomento of pralse for Christ ILutheran, student Mellurdie expressed
chese sentiments:

To the Congregation of Christ Iutheran Church:
Thank vou very wuch for vour zift of = hald dozen
Trish Tinen handkerchisafs. T would also like to
sy thet 11 has been a pleasure to serve in vour
midste. T only hope and pray thot when T am zg-
signed a congregaltion next year that Tthe weople
of that congregation are as kind, thoughtivwl,

and as appreciative of my work os you were.’

Hellurdie had experienced the soul of a chwrzh. Reverend Gloclk wonld do

250 nexl,

Silmtheran Church Eolds Instellation For Hew Pastor,® 14 Sept. 1

60hrist Imbtheran Church, Sundev Bulletin, Sentember 23, 19251,

7Person letter from Hellundie to Albert Clock., Ouoted in Sepbember 23,
1051 s Sundey Bulleting

1o

3
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Chapter VII

1952==The Record of Growth

192
153 171
101 118
9
Communicant
Membership
1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952
172 170 171
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92
Av rage
Attendance

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952

71 66 91
L2
Sunday 23 55
School
Enrollment, B Il _Il :Il ||
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Chapter VIII
Through the 50%'s: An Interlude
Let the Church gz the Church¥*

The history of a chureh is not restricted to church building pro=-
grams or the installation of new ministers. Church history is the record
of Christisn activiiy on all levels: Sunday School, Bible class, mission
work, choirs, youbth societies, dimners, plays, and 2 multitudinous host
of other activities. These are the things thalt make the church really
the chureh. It is through working, playing, praying, singing, studying
that Christ and His Christians can experience a living interaction. It
is this action and this interaction that we are now concerned with.

Ioeal churches, as Christ Imtheran, are never iselated from the blgger,
sweeping aspects of Christian activity. Through individual or little church
doing is the big church doing accomplished, When, in 1952, the ILutheran
Church--Missouri Synod encouraged loecal churches in a "Conguest for Christ,®
the Normal Lutherans responded with sppropriaste action. The ®Conquest for
Christ” movement was loocking 25 years into the future of the Iutheran Chureh;
it saw, using projected sbtatisbics, z time when there would be at least a
million more members to serve, reguiring that the total of pastors and
parish school teachers graduabed from the churceh®s colleges and seminaries
would have to nearly double and that more workers in every cabegory would

be needed 1f the church was to contimue to expand at the present rate of

#This title is based upon a series of sermons deliversed by Rev. Horman
Redeker at Salem ILumtheran Church, Blue Island, I1l. in 1964.
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of two congregations a week. Thy Synod would need funds to enlarge all
of its collegss and preparatory schools, Flans would necessitate the
building of one entirely new college. Funds would be needed to staffl
schools and hospitals and to bulld more schools and hospitals in the
United States and foreign countries as well. Christ Lutheran gave strong
local impetus to the "Conquest® when fourteen mewbers attended z gensral
meebing in Lincoln, Illinois at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. These four-
teen would act as & steering committes and use their time to help the
¥Oonguest® be a successful church activity.g

This Christian action conbinued when solicitors went to members?
homes and personally tried to answer guestions about the program, and
tried to encourage contributions for the "Conguest.” The interaction
followed when members offered $3,500 in cash and pledges in response to
Chrigt®s action on their hearts to help finance the fubture plans of the
Church. 2

¥usic, like sacraments, is an outward sign of an inward and spirtusl
feeling, Music is the singing soul rejoicing, showing its exuberance to
one and a8ll., Music is an integral part of a church. The Hormal Lutherans
recognized this fact at the very beginning. Reeall the purchasing of the
organ. <This spirit for music continued and was given an added stimulus
in the 50%s, There had, for some time, been a Senlor or Adullt Cholr, small
as 1t may have been. Heverthesless, there was still a2 need for more volices,

Seeing the need, director David Greer, a student of sacred music at Illinois

“1"Christ Lutheran Church Joins in Crusdde for Christ' Drive," The
rmalite, 1 February 1952.
28Area Lutherans Give $37,499 in *Conquest for Christ?! Diive,” The




Veslevan Universilty, declded o organisze a Junior Choir on October ¥,
1952, This was realized as an inporient move for two reasons: Christ
Imtheran children would be taucht to sinz to the Dest of theri ability

by a trained instruetor aznd a Junlor Choir would be z source of supply

for senlor singers in years to come. ALl boys and girls in fourth grade
or up were eligible Lo join. Parents were urged to bring thelr young-

sters to the church uvnder the knowledge that the children did not have
o know how to sing bul that thay would be taught how to sing by M. Graer,
After the chorus had been established, it was only a matter of practice
smd time before special choral programs could be presented. OCn a Sunday
gvening, tack in 1953, one such program was given. Choral selectlions re-
volved around the theme YBehold the Lamb of Cod¥ which depicted the sea-
song of the church year as they tell of the birth, suflering, death, and
resurrection of Christe. The program was under the direction of Greer who
had worked diligently and patiently with both the Senior and Junior Cholrs,
The accomparist for the evening®s program was Mrs, Fred Brian. Rev. Glock,
himpelf, wrote the narration introducing each of the choral selections.
To add to The total euphcnlous dimensgion of The evening, the audience was
agked at times tc participate in the singing of several hymns. 2 Music is
made both to particivate in and listen to. I was on a May night fhat the
twenty=voice wale cholr, frequently heard over The International Lutheran
Hour, came Lo enterisin the members of Christ Iutheran. The choiyr wvas
wnder The dirscblon of Welter Keller and had made Irequent tours of mids-

estern cities, Cholrs are one of the voices of God; They help to make

J8lutherans Set Sacred Concert,” The Pantagrach 6 May, 1953,



the church the church.

Y

In = newsnote o the congregsilion concerning the Lenten season of
1956, these words were expressed to show how active Chrisgtians can in~
teract with their Lord:

There are two fine negw featvres in the devolions
this vear. The first is thal the choir will sing
at each service., Listening To our choir ig 2lways
an uplifting experience, The second new feature

is that our meditations will be illustrated. Uot
slides, or movies, but original érawings by lr, Fred
Brian of Tllincis Wesleyan University and a member
of our church. The sketches will focus the sermone
ette for us, We fesl sure that these meditations
will broaden our understanding of God's Word and
measurably deepen our faillleeos

By 1957, Mrse. L. Holle Brian had taken over the direction of the

choir. Her letter to the congregation shows, too, the need for music

L™

()
I}

in the church; it shows that the voice of Christians singing together
can learn and serve together. Her words urge the congregation to 1ift
thelr voices in praise of the Lord,

weod frl malking s very special apregl fo 21l church
menbers either %o joln or to unge reluctant friends
and relatives to join|the choir. There is only one
requirenent for membershipe-that rou like to sing.
Pest musical training or experience is not necessary
ceolfe learn togebher.

The Cholr is an imroriant nart of our church and Dro=
vides sn opportunity for you to edify our worship ser-
vice and to render a service to Gods

Please, younz and old, give thils zopeal serious con-
sideration; 1i at first i1 seens lmpossible ox too
Jifficult to arrange, think sgzain. Henembar, vou
will be doing something very pleasant, as well as
serving the Lord,™

Missions and wissionary work have always been importent and eentral

Hletter from L. Holle Briaon %o congregalion August 23, 1957,



elements in church 1ife. The very nature of the Christian faith msakes

us all missionsries, for after we come to know God for ourselves we
cannot help but share it with those who as yet do not know Him, There
are two kinds of missionaries who go into the world to preach the Gos~
pel==the ¥gof=-missionaries and the ¥coY-missionaries. Both are serving
God, Christ Tutheran Church, throughout the vears, has set aside a
special Sunday for the work of missions. As Christians who care and
share, these days all set aside for a bebtter understanding of the Lutheran
mission program. Christians can hear sbout what the Ygo'-missionaries
are doing to win souls for Christ. Coming to Christ Luthersn Church to
explain the part they have played in mission work have been a number of
interesting people with interesting and exciting stories. The Rev., and
Mrs, Elmer H. Thode, who were held as prisoners by the Chinese Communists
while preaching for God, came to Hormsl to share thelr experiences with
the "co¥=missionaries of Christ Iutheran. Since the 1920%s, the Thode
family had carried on missionary work through many political upheavals in
China. They specnt most of their time, after World War II, alt the ILutheran
gemingry in Hankow. They remained there in spite of the fact that the
“Chinese Communists who overran the area identified missionaries as agents
of American imperialism. They had been called before the People's Court
on trumped up charges; they were forced to ask for permission fo leave
the country. After lesving in 1952, they took refuge in Hong Kong while

awgiting passage to the United States,5

MMigsionary From Red China Speaks For Lutherans,” The Hor
Harch, 1953,




In another instance Hev. Herman H. Koppelman, who had completed
a vear tour of Lutheran mission stations in the Far Bazst spoke to the
members of Christ Iutheran. He told them that during his tour he sur-
veyed mission activities in Few Guines, India, the Phillipvines, For-
mosa, Hong Keng, Japan, and Koreza. He said that of these only the 58
year old India mission activiities existed before World War II. The
others came into being after the nativels contaet with Lutheran soldiers
and chaplains had ereasted interest in the Christian faith.

The Rev. Delmar J. Glock, a brother of Christ Iutheran's Albert
Glock came to Christ Lutherszn and related his missionary experiences
he ghared in Japan. His talk conecerned the growth of the Japanase
Intheran Hour, which he had managed since its begimning in 1950.
Adapted to Japanese ligteners by Pastor Gleock, the radio program ori-
gingting in Tokyo includes the dramatic presentation of a Bible truth,
hymns, and s guestion and answer perloed. Glock explained that 1isteners
yere encouraged to join the Bible correspondence course, which he also
had a hand in directing. In addition to the radioc work, he conducted
services and Bible classes in 2 wission outpost near T@ky@,é

The Christ ITutheran Women®s Wissionsry League sponsored the appear-
ance of Miss Shirley Groh, field secretary for the Iutheran Desconess
Association. Miss Groh told church members that about 450 deaconesses
serve the véyions United States Iutheran bodies as parish workers, nurses,
social workers, in city and foreign missions, or assisting in university

centers, institutions for the aged, deal, feeble minded and destitute

6V ssionary from Japan Speaks at Lutheran Church,” The Pantarravk
30 Wovember, 1956.




ahitdren, ”

An ebsolutely essentizl activity in chureh life s, of course, the
Sunday Schock. Opening the hesrts of children is always a thrilling
and totally fascinating emerience. Youngsters are the future church.
Parents must provide the wroper facilities and ztmosohere to help thelr
children recelve the Christian Story. Christ Tutheran has 2 sparkling
record in reaching and teaching its children. Great effort has been
placed on Swnday School and Vacabion Rible School classes. Vacation
e2lasses have Deen oven to all children and have vrovided them with ap-
propriate story telling, handieraflts, music, and games. In 1953, lirs,
Ao Do Dirvks, Sunday School superintendent, and her assistaent Mrs. 0tte
Lacsch guided a group of 16 sincere and dedicated teachers. Vacation
classes were divided in different age proupings: Hursery (three and four
vear olds), Begimer (late four and five year olds), Primary (grades one,
two, and thres), Junior (grades four, five, snd six), and Sepior. Trans-
portation was even provided bw a muber of mothers to bring the children

8
Lo school.

By 1955 enrollment in the Vacation Bible School had increased
a0 much that the Tmmauel Bible Foundatlon granted its facilities for the
large pre-school group whose enroliment would simply overflow room at Tthe
cowech,  This was a very convenlent srrangement as the foundation was op=-
o e 1 s O
posite the chureh site.-

During the regulayr year of 1954, a brench Swndsy School was opened

1 Horthsast Uormal for thz benefit of children in that ares, GClasses

g

7¥Chri et Tutheran Women to Hear of Deaconess Vork," The Panitagranh
16 Qcotober, 1955.
S ntheran Bible School to Open,' Ihe Hormalibe 12 June, 195

s

Sintherans Enlarge Bible School Facilities,” The Normslite 1 July, 1057

5o



36

were to be held at nine o'clock in the home of Mr., and Mrs. David
Totten, The four branch Sunday School teachers were Mrs. John Flachs=
bart, Mrs, Donald Dornfeld, Mrs. Lewis Young, and Mrs. Richard Griffethaﬁa
In preparablon as thelir job of teachers, Sunday Schoel staflf mgmbera
would often attend large meetings held especially for teacher guldance.
The semi-snnual meetings of the Imtheran Sunday School Association were
part of the teacher training program in each of the lutheran churches of
the Bloomington circuit. Training included weekly lesson reviews, system=
atic courses in Bible study, church history, and tesching techniques.
Simply for the sake of a 1little human inbterest, I gm going to in-

clode, in this chapbter, the story of Loulise Hanssler Sommsr. Mrs. Sommer,
although directly affiliated with S5t. Paul®s Lutheran Church in Peoria,
attended Christ Iutheran and was a member of its Ladies Aid and Mission
Societies. She is an inbteresbing sidelight to the general flow of church
events. Mrs. Sommer was a Normalite postess! Hven in her youthful days
in Bagle Grove, Iowa, she had a flair for memorizing lengthy prose and
voebry. Back in 1955, when she had turned 75, she was not only memorizing
but writing as well. Many of herlittle verses have a religions theme as
in ¥Prayer™ when she poebically says:

If I pray not aright

Dear Lord, forgive,

Grant me Thy gracious light,

Teach me to live.
Many were written to her sons in se?vicég about gleep, illness, blirthdays,

popcorn, or just noise., Accused by a friend she had not seen for sometinme

10"Tutheran Church Opens Branch Sundsy School," IThe Pantasravh
October, 1954.




So wommer to wrile this verse in direct
answer to the accusation.
Hair Dyet Mot T!

L chould be gray at seventy.

But most of the brown ig giill
there

And recently T was accused

Of using some dye on my hair,

Believe me, 1f that were the
truth

Mom Sommer would not be uy
name

And you could never see my
face,

It would be so covered with
shame.

But if eating the right kind of
food

And giving it the proper care,

Has helped to keep the grayness
back

Then Hature is dyeing my halr!

irs, Sormer was born near Cullom to 2 family of CGermen immigrant
farmers, Hers was a plain, humble, God=fearing household. There was
Llittle printed matter then; she recalls a (German Bible ane German songe
beoke in her home and her father published the weekly newspaper, Gere
naniat, %l

It i3 people like Mrs, Sommer, many vpeople whom we never hear of,
who help make the church the church: they add the flaver of the humsn
spirdit to the church of concrelte and glass; they bring 1life into an
othervise lifeless church; they are the esgense, the hearitheat; they

ara the Sovl of a churehd

HiNormalite Saye Tt With Verse,” The Panberrsvh 2 October, 1085,




iy

Chapoer IX

Gogdbye, Reverend Glock:; Hello, Reverend Pragman
Preserve thiz ministry
Wnlle harvest~days are keeping:
And since the fizlds ave white
And hands are few for reaping,
Send workers forth, 0 Lord,
The sheaves to gather in
That not a soul be lost i
Which Thou art come to win.

The party was over. Reve Ztzold had given the evening®s addrscs,
refreshments had been served, the gift had been given; all were leaving,
a1l were heading home, Another farewsll partye=honoring s falthiul mine
ister, saying goodbye 1o Rev. Glock--marked thz end of a {triwmphant seven
vears,

Glock, already in May of 757, had been consldering leaving Christ
Intheran. He had recelved a call--not from another church bul from a2
collepe. He was offered the opwortunity o teach in the Religion Departe=

2

nent of Concordia Teachers College at diver Forest. Those seven years
av Uhrist Tutheran had been lively and vivaclous ones for Rev. {lock.

He had charge of students in the ISNU end VWesleyan campuses, and had been
chaiymen of the interreligious couneil at ISHU, and had besen an active

nember of the Bloomington<Normal Ministerial Association, as well as the

Cerebred Palisy Asscclation. He had also been vacaner pastor for Zion

1Iathersn Synodical Conference, The @g%ggg%% Tomal (Concordia
Publishing House, St. louls, Hissowrdi, 1941) p. 48



Lutheran Church in Danvers and was a member of the stewordship commitiee

of the Central T1linois District of the Missouri Synod.?

In explaining his decision to leave the church, Glock wrote a

.3 2.
thought~

ful letter to the congregation telling exactly his feelings and reasons

for the decision.

This has been a difficult declision to make. To
accept this czll would mean a redivection of
profession, while, of course, still serving the
Church, Some of you may know that Concordia
Semivary in 5i. Louls had asked my to teach g
course in the 0ld Testament field in the School
of Graduste Studies next Spring. 1t was, how-
gver, & complebe surprise to recelve the call
to serve at Concordiz Teachers College, River
Forest, Il1l...Let me give you a few detalls
concerning the call. The official title of the
position is Assistant Professor of Religion. I
am to teach four courses, four hours each week,
making a total of 16 teaching hours. The courses
Tor the Fall Quarter are entitled: ¥0ld Testa-

ment Survey and Introduction® (two units), "History

of Terael® and Messianic Propheezes”...?his ecall
has been extended to me because of zneed to szpand
the staff in Religion which presently has no one
specializing in the 0Ld Testament. The School an-
ticipates an anrollment of wore than 800 students
in the fall...lo one will deny that there iz 2
great field of labor in Wormal. The members of
Christ Iutheran have been patiently learning how
to serve the Lord through the Church. We have
grown, inside and outside. In these years our
our membership has zimost doubled while our in-

come has tripled. We are on the sve of an extensive
building-planning prografe...As a churchman I am not
interested in rank, rather serving Geod with my whole

heart and mind and soul. Because I truly think I
shall be able to serve God even more fully at Con-

cordia Teachers I feel I should accent this calle..

The Yoter®s Assenbly has granted me z peaceful re-
lease from my duties as your Pastor effective July

29Rev, Albert Glock Will Leave Lutheran Church, Accepts Teaching

Position,” The Hormslite 14 June, 1957.
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31 Humenly spealking, 31 will not he easy for us
to leave this citv, Ue wve grown to love ite
people.  Our small family of four was born here.
We came heve afller we were married in 1951, Tou
have alwaye been kind to vour Pagtor and Tamilyve.
We have appreciabed this. Bul we feel thal we
move at the call of God, If we did nol know This
Tor sure we would not be leavilg.

Sincerely in Christ,
Albert E. Glock, Pastor-

Again Christ Imtheran was to search for another servant of Gods
During a regular meeting of the congregation, crileria were set up
in szlecting a new minister. AlL merbers of The church were given
an ovportunity to place a candidale for the rastorate of the church in
nomination. Hominations were fo be made by Tthe following procedures:
1. The nomination made was o be in writing with the church merber
signing his name,
%« A writben stastement, in addition to the minister's nane, was o
include some information of thz man--candidate's age, fawily, places
seyved, length of service, eic.
3. There was Lo be an outline of his qualifications and a statement
telling why he shonld be pastor of Christ Iotheran.
Lo Statements were to be sent te ir. Harry Tobski or any other memnbers
of the Call Commitlee. b

The first call was extended to Pastor L. Belnken, However, Rev.
Bebnken, at The time, was on vacation in Californiz. It took many weeks
for Belnken Lo sckmowledge the czll, and when he did he rejected Christ

Tatherants offer,  fAnother call was immediately sant out o Reve Paul

s |,

3Christ Lotheran Church, Sundey Bulletin, June 9, 1957,
dletier [ron Harry u;)”’.‘i*ﬂ to menbers of Christ Imtheran Courch,
June 14, 1957,
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Drebscher of Wew Orlaans, Toulsiana., Meanuhile, Glock had slrsady Left
to take up his new teaching posiltion at River Forest. The Vacancy Pag~
tor becane the Rev. Herman Zlgold of Trinity Lutheran Church in Bloon-
ington. Within a few weeks a letler had been recelved by the church fron
Pestor Bretcher: Lt enclosed his reply to the c2ll. He said, "Last night,
climaxing three weeks of careful and prayerful thousht and study regarding
your callee..and after discussing the matier thoroughly with our men, I
reached the Tinal conviction of the Lord®s will, that T should remain.oqﬁﬁ
Another call was issued to Bev, Z. Jo Otto of Guincey; he, teo, did not
accept. Reve He E., Simon of Appleton, Wisconsin and Reve Walter E, Busse
of Pekin also recelved calls. In each case the answer was the same--we
elect to remain. Finally, a call was extended to Herberht C. Fragwan of
Horth Little Rock, Arkansas, By February 23, 1658, the congregatbion had
been informed that Rev, Pragmen had accepted the call.

From the hills of Arkansas to the vrairies of Illinoiz would be a
blg change of scenery for the Progmants. Naturally, any ministsr who
aceepts a new position is going te wonder about the new surrcundings,

In a letter to lhe nebers, Rev. Fragman writes:
All of us are zetiing snilous and in The coming
weeks Tthe joy will grow at the prospect of serving
Shrish Church. Ve ask Four orayers in our %ehﬁLL
that God will keep us and bless usg while continui
here even as we remember the members of Christ. Gm
Sundayvs after the services are couplebted here we do
considerable musing--how were the services in Christ

Chureh, who condueted the service today, sre the .
students abbending the serviess in. gT@dT ﬁumaerwgs«‘

5Christ Lutheran Church, Sunday Bullebin, Sevtenber 20, 1057,
oChrist Lutheran Church, Sunday Bullebin, ﬁarch,Q, 1958,
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The Pragman's made the big move in April of 1958. They were in
town for only about & or 5 days when the installation of Rev. Pragman
took place on April 20th in the afterncon at 2:30 in the church. The
installation rite was performed by the Rev, Alvin Mueller of Decatﬁf,
president of the central Tllinois Distriet. Preaching the sermon was
Christ Lutheran®s Vacancy Pastor Rev, Eizold who spoke on "Peler's
Pottern for a Faithful Pasitor.® Rev. Otte C. Simonsen, retired pas-
tor and member of Christ Lutheran, was the lilurzist for the occasion.
A reception, following the service, was held for Rev. Pragman. Hembers
of the Ladies Ald provided the food and served the meal.7

In relating part of the story, The Panba

craph reporteds:

The Pragman family moved into the Christ ILutheran
parsonage at 308 Highland Ave., Normal, this week
from Horth Iittle Rock, Ark. Hr. Pragmsn was pas-
tor of Triniity Lutheran Church in that city. He
held pastorages at Buncelton, Mo., and St. Joseph,
Mo,

The Pragman®s have four children. dJames is attend-
ing St. Paults College at Concordia, Mo., Genevera
and HMarths are high school studenis apnd Sarah Elaine
ig 1% vears old.

Pastor Pragman is 2 graduate of St. Paul®s College
and the Concordis Seminary at S5t. Louvis, Mo, He
has gerved as pashoral comselor for the Tutheran
Women®s Missionary League and the Walther League,
board member of the Ste Paul's College Assoclation,
chairman of the Arkansszs-Tennessee Lutheran Pastor=-
a1l Conference, visgilor of the West Arkansas Cireull
and assistant editor of the Western District Voiece,
g puhlicatieﬁeg

7%Normal Tumtherans Get New Pastor,” The Pantacraph, 17 April, 1958,

8The Pantagraph, 17 April, 1958.
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After one month, the Pragman's were begimning to get accustomed
to the corn and prairies of their new home. Rev. Pragman writes io
Wis congregation:

We have been in your widst a2 little belbter than

a2 month, znd in this time have not only met many
of you but also know you. Another month and we
should be gble to match all the faces and all the
names. I am very happy that with just a few ex-
ceptions we have called at the homes of ocur mem-
bers living in Normal and in Bloomington. With
equal Joy we are now looking forward to our visits
in the homes of our members living in the counltrVee.
Last Sunday afternoon we were in the company of the
Married Couples at the New Salem State Park, Until
then we actually believed that Tllinois had nothing
but black soil; however, on the way we saw some
vellow clay, so even Illinolis must have a 1ittle of
this and a 1ittle of thate I still believe that
the Married Couples took us in the direction of
Athens and Wew Salem, where it is hillier and there
are nore trees, so that we wouldn®t forget the hills
and trees of Arkensas., All in 211, this is a beau-
tiful country, and we shall enjoy serving the Lord
Jesus and his people in this area.?

9Letter from Rev. H. C. Pragman to congregation, May 27, 1958.
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he fnd of the Deginning

At

How often at night when the church is alight

For a meeting of work, opraise and prayer,

Have 1 sLood there smazed and rejoiced as I gazed
At the crowes of fine folks that were there

Sing, sing of the church

Where the man in the pew does Iiis pard,
Where seldom is heard a discouraging Vord
And the service all comeg from the h eartl’

We are there! Where? At Trinity Tuthsran Church of Bloowington.

Whyt For a Loy=lty Dinner. The Culinarv Guild of Trinity has just

P

firdished serving the dirmer of sslad, corn, mashed poltatoes (with

gravy), Swiss Steak, and our cholce of either cherry or apvle nie, Tk

.4

iz now 7115 De ¥ ¥rs. Leoon Borcherdionz is now sbovt o lead ve dn o
community sing. There is a hush, a silence, then suddenly the room
£111ls with volces all singing (to the melody of #The Caisson's o Rolling
Alonz®) these words:

Gome along, Jjoin the throng,
Tet?s 211 sing some good old song
ind wefll drive all our worries from sight.
Gelt some pep, let's be hep,
t one person oub of shep,
1o a good %inme were oul for tonight.
S0 let's sing out loud,
I8 you want to you mey shout,
Sing one~=ging gll--with mein and might
20 when gll ig done and our homeward way begun
Wetll be happier for singing tondghi!

10hrist Inthersn Chroch, Dudldine For Christ, October 25, 1058,
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The clock now says 8:00 p. m. The singing stops. Mr. Otto Laesch
begins to address the group giving us a brief introduction to the church
expansion program. After Mr. Laesch we hear from other members concerning
the program. Rev. Hermsn A, Bizold, who is the pguest speaker for the
evening, concludes the speech making., The meeting ends with Vespers
conducted by Pasbor Pragman.g The members leave the church; they each
take home thelr own thoughts...perhaps remembering 1947...renembering
the struggles...remembering the suceessese.

Reve Pragman had come just in time. Christ Lutheran Church was
making a second start, and it needed leadership and direction more than
ever. Bxpansion for Christ would reguire a grest deal of sacrifice and
earnest work, Bub with time and God's help the job eould and would be
done,

The challenge was simply for a larger church. With the return of
the students, with church attendance being well over 200 every Sunday,
with five Sunday School classes meeting in the church auditorium and one
class in the balcony, with two Sunday School classes meeting in the base=
ment and the Adult Bible Class, Junior Bible Class and the Hursery Class
meeting at Tmmanuel Bible Foundation, the challenge was sll too obvious.
In answer to the challenge, the sum of $60,000 was needed by the end of
%%é&%B Tmmediste steps were taken to mset the pressing need. The Building
and Finance Committee debermined to sclentifically sel up a methodical

syastenm that would help meet the challenge. Perhsps for the sake of con-

ZIbid.
3Christ Lutheran Church, Church E
?§ 12;58*

sngion, Bulledin Ho. 1, October
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notation, Ihis comnitbes soon to YOhrist Tatheran

{2

hanged Ats mans
Clhwreh Bxbtension Fund.¥ A% a later date would anobher Bollding and
Finance Commitlee be created. Arvangenenis were made for publicity,
headed by AL Kothe; canvassing with 20 er more tesms participating:

a pledge systen including envelopes, vledge cards, and advance pledses;
fature loyalty dinners; and & philosephy basad upon o "need of the
giver to give for his own soul®s welfare and ¥not equal giving, but
equal sacrificing backed vwp by Fraver, Faith, snd Sacrifice, plus a

Lot of good hard wor ku“’!

The Building Commitiee finally included five men: John Marinchek,
chairman, Blmer Nelson, Ralph Schroeder, Oscar Vosller, Harry Yobski.
The newly created Finance Comitiee was conposed of Charles Felloge,
chairman, Loren Bhling, Walter Wesselhoef+h, Herman 3teljes, and Bugene
Ogman,

The merbers had, more or less, decided to weet the challenge and
build but not withoutl disagreemeni, The following letier is an exnression
cf that disagreenent:

ese Ol would like all members o declare themselves
in pregard to: if, vhen ond how te bulld and procesd.

¥y personal. opinion: tc finance a $200,000 church
p?"weci:.wi don®t think the oresent memhercm:m Justie

fies such an evpenditure, The first drive bhm“,
shovld be for new members. We may hove ﬁo delay tulld-
ing to four or f£ive ysars bud that, in my estimation,

is good common Sense. « » Another important lten, we
should not place too wuch of a burden on the next gene
eration. cee s

Hevertheless, progress was being wmads. The canvassers visiied nany

Fi)

YChrist Tutheran Church, Recomendsiions of SubeCommities, Sephenber
'i 6‘} Oh%‘
SPersonsl letier Trom

Ty
L3

He Flachsbart to John Marinchel, Auzust 20,
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homes and by April 12, 1959 the total pledged to the Extension Fund
wés $36,284,20. On the surface things appeared quite favorable, how-
ever, o closer lock revesled that there was a negabive side Lo the story.
32 people were behind in their contidibutions while 33 members, although
they had planned to give, had not contributed at the time, In addition
some members had nelther pledged nor contributed at all. These people
were to be contacted once again.
What exactly was to be builil A number of plans were proposed
to answer-this question, Plan A called for Sunday School rooms, parish
hall, remodeling of the present building. Flan B called for a new church
(sanctuary) and Sunday School rooms and remodeling of the present build-
ing, The two plans were submitted to 72 of the members. When a straw
vote was taken neilther plan had a big majority. Beecause of this new faclor
Plan C was proposed=<to re-=locate for the purpese of bhetter serving Godfs
Kingdome This helped to confuse and coamplicate the piscture all the more.
This proposal raised a series of guestions:
1. If we bulld vhere we are, will the congregstion again be eonfronted
with the question, say 15 years from now? The question that faces
us now: Shall we build where we are or shall we bulld elsewhers?
2. If @e build where we are, will we 1limit the growth of cur congregation?
3o Lf we bulld where we are, will our people really be happy with the
arrangement? Will vou be happy o have our present building remodeled
into the sanctuwary, pews, carpeis, ete.? Will you be happy to have
our present building remodeled into a parish hall? Is remodeling ever

cheap or is it expensive?

. If we build on another site, what «ill it eost, what are the advan-
tages? Do you know?

5. Is there another site avallable? The Building Committee has been
looking snd they have found several. Before our people pass judge-
they should hear the report.



6. Can we sell our church? Again our people should hear the Building
Compittee. HNothing has been sold.

But the guestions would be answered and decisions would be made.

Soon it was all over...the ground breaking, the construction, and
the building., Christ Lutheran had its extension. In jubilation the
dedication service was held on January 7, 1962. Reburning for the
special coccasion was a man who was very much aware of church bulldinge-
Reve. Robert E, Weller. His address was "Dedication Daye==Thy Dgy Which
the Lord Has Made.® The new addition, designed by Keith Middlieton and
Associates of Hormal and constructed by Dell Construetion Co. of Washe-
ington, added muech to the overall impressiveness of ths church. The
102 by 61 foot addition included a sanctuary seating 300 peovnle and
provided room for 50 cholr members in the balcony at the rear of the
church, Seven Sunday School elassrooms can be found in the bhasement;
several can be divided to provide additional meebing rooms. A small
chapel seating 50 people is located on the main floor sast of the sanc-
tuary. A church library and a room in which to arrange flowers and keep
altar eguipment gre situsted behind the chapel. Remodeling of the old
church included g kitchen located at the back of the former chanecel with
the pastorfs and church secretary’s offices built at therentrancecof the
old sanctuary,

Other ministers who speke at this special celebration, besides Weller,
were Reve Herman F. €. Webtzel of Roek Island, Rev. Ermest Gerilke of Triniity

Imtheran, Rev. Holland Jones from Redeemer Lutheran, and Albert E. Gleck

OLetter from H. C. Pragmsn to congregation June 7, 1960,
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of River Forest.’

John Kealts once said in a poem that ¥g thing of beauty is a joy
forever.® Well, whatever makes up the quality of beauty can be found
at Christ Lutheran. The sanctusry presents a certain curious solemnitby
about itself thatl makes the worshiper feel the beauty of the church,

There is 2 serenity, a calmness about the sanctuary. Perhaps it is the
elamsntai simplicity of the struecture thal conveys the silent beauty to
the worshiper. The gigantic, mechsnical equipment of modern industry,
the skill of the wood craftsman, and the dexterous fingers of the artist
have all combined to produce the desired effect of a simple yeb 2ll em-
bracing beauty.

As we éxamine the church, we are immediately impressed by the inter-
esting vel meaningful symbols of the chancel. Designed by Fred B. Brian
and carefully and mellenlously constructed by Roger E. Herberts, the sym=
bols have a story to tell. They are basedyan g familiar Biblieal text
from E@h@sigas 2: 19-22: "lNow therefore ye are no more strangers and for-
eigners, but fellow citizens with the sainbs, and of the housshold of Cod:
And are builﬁ upon the foundation of ths spostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
HWimself beiﬁg the ehiel corner stone; In whom all the buvilding fitly framed
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: TIn whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the spirit.®

The four Major Prophets are represented in symbols to the left of
the zltar. Isalah®s symbol is a pair of tongs and a hurning coal from

the altar of God., Jeremizh is represented by a shtone, since he is sald

7¥Nomz1ts Christ Lutheran Church To Dedicate Addition,” The Pantacraph,
5 January 1962
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to have besen stoned Lo death, and by a scroll containing words of his
prophecy. Bzekial is shown by strong towers and a closed gate. Daniel
is pleture by a ram with serveral horms. The four Bvangelists are re-
rresented in symbols to the right of the altar by the four winged creatures
mentioned in Hzekiel and in the Revelations to St. John. The winged man
represents Matthew because he begins his Gospel by tracing the human
descent of the Savior. The winged lion plebures Mark because he begins
his Gospel by telling of John the Baptist, who was *no reed shaken by the
winds.® The winged ox denotes Luke who gives z detained account of the
suffering and death of Christ. The symbol for John is the winged eagle.
From first to last, the Gospel that John proclaims soars on eagles® wings
and is carried to men everywhere.

On the east wall in the nave is Fred B, Brian's multi-paneled painte
ing depicting the Savior®s Parable of the Sower and the Seed. The first
panel Shawé the woy=side; the second panel reveals the rocky soil; the
fourth and fifth panels show the thorny soil and the good soil. The cen=
ter panel contains a mmber of symbols. The eross in which Christians
glory-is placed in the center; the vine in ils lmmedizte sense represents
the Savior and in a secondary sense also denobes the Christian Clurch,
which is made up of true believers who abide in the true vine, Jesus Christ.
Also the familiar Chi-Bhe is placed upon the fish.

9 3

Because Christ Lutheran had alweys worked closely with the studenis

of the universities, the chureh wns given a grant of $25,000 toward the
construction of the new extension. In this same spirit, within the recent

vears, the Missourli Synod has recognized the heavy responsibility and bur-

den on the minister in his job in working with these people. In May of
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1963, the Synod assigned a vicar to assist in helping with this tremendous
work. Arthur Krentz of Windsor, Ontarioc, Canada arrived in August of ‘63§8
He served the church for one year when another vicar, Dale Erickson, was
sent to assist in the growing duties of the church.

Christ Lutheran is still a young churchy its history is a mere 18
years. Lits history of yesteryear has happened and has been recorded; its
higtory of tomorrow remains to happen and to be writhten. Bul certainly
the great bulk of the happening will occur in that tomorrow, for these

past 18 years have been only a prelude, a begimning.

This history merely marks the end of that beginning.

BLetter from He Co Pragman to the congregation, May 14, 1963.
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A Pictorial Epilogue
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