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INTROBUCTION

In developing my knowledge of history, my professors
have instilled im this knowledge the realization of the
importance of the Wlittle men®; ¢that though the great
men of history, whose names are preserved in the annuals
af time, initiate brond and inclusive changes, it is
the Plittle men"™ who use and acecept these new ideas and
those who make it possible for the "great men® to exist.
To attempt to illustrate this principle I have chosen
to trace the development of the Methodisgt Church in one
particular community of Illimois. 1 chose Decatur,
Illineis, not as & community I was familiar with, but
because it would provide a laboratory in which I might
be able to invemtigate the eross references and re-
lationships of the currents of national history to the
sobivities of ome particular religious group on the
swericam frentier. The Hebthodist Church was & likely
eholce for me bDecause I am most familisry with it, and
hecause 1t is the largest simgle dencomination in Decatur,
though not & dominating denomination.

In the precess of my investigetion 1t soon becans
evident that not only had the currents of the developing
nation and church wade thelr impressions on this
comuunity, but that the detalled items of the history
of this perticulear cemmunity illeminated ang added &
dimension to the bread currents.

It has been my aim in tracing the development oif
the Methodist Churches of Decatur, Illincis, %o place
their development in the framework of national and
local growth in order %a give the best pessible pieciture.
of the development of & ploneer preaching point on a

frontier Methedist Civeult to full blown urban parishes



ef the 1820%s.*

It is alze necessary to point out that it has
not been my policy to attempt any development oy
sketech of the changes in theclogy which took place
in the growing church., The development of a histery
must by the foundation eof its material im the inter-
action of people meglect the essemnce of the church
which has given it a foundation for its actions
through time.

The chureh like Isaiah has the Spirit of the
Lord upon itees

to bring goed tidings to the afflicteds..
to bind up the broken hearted, to preclaim
liberty te the captives, -amd the opening
of the prison to those who are bound; te
proclaim the year of the Leord's faver, and
the day of vengeance of our Godi to comfeorst
all whe mourng to gramt to those who mourn
in Zion...t0o give them a garland instead
of ashes, the o0il of gladness instead of
meurning, the mantle of praisze instead of
a faint spirit; that they may be ealled saks
of righteousness, the planiting ef the Lerd,
that He may be glerified,

(Isaiah 61:1=3)

Therefeore let it mot be forgeotten that though the
influence of histeorical developments wpoen the chuveh
have a%aagaé and molded its being, the very existence
of the church also relies upon the dedication 9f the

men who were ilts members, to the Ged of History.

Steve Foster
Iliineois Vesleyan University
spril, 1963

*Because this paper only deals with the
development of the parishes to ths 1920%s, it
must be neted that one more church has been added
to the list of Methedist Churches in Decatur;
Christ Methedist Church in 1883,



TECHNICAL NOTE

In the bedy of this work wherever the chureh
is referred to,it will be the Methodist Church

patienzal as well as lecal.
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SETTLERS AND RELIGIOUS BACKGRQUND

Beve Mo Mo Ruker, im his paper “iistory of Macomn Coumby
says thet “as late asg 1840 there were very few people in ifacon
County who were not from the g@wthwwl He goes further to polad
out that mest of these southermners were of Sceotch-Irish origim.
In tracing his own family line bhe found that his forebearar, John
Martin, was located imn Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, which is
sast of the Applachian mountairs. In 1780 the same John Mariia
was living with his family in ldinceln Qounty, North Coerolima. He
points out that this movement of his great grandfather was part
of the general migration taking place at thig time:

ind as this Johm Martin found his way from Pemnsylvania

to North Carelina, so mapy others during the celonial

peried drifted from Penmnsylvemnie and other coloniss to

the Carelinas and Virginia. They concentrated in Meck-

lemburg County and are sazid te have issued a B@@Rawati@mg,
of Independence preceding the immortal decument of A776."

RB&R@PQ Reve Mo He, “Histery of Macon Coumty® (Decatur Hewald
and Heview, May 185, 1921 to Jume 5, 1921, weekly)
Mr. Baker's statistics fer the above statement are as follows:
Gf 189 persons whe weve in Decatur befere 1848, and whose
Linage wag- peseible teo-traee,

480eeoo@2re DOYR dlceo.sckent aeky

3@9@0%0 B b B neo e?@@ﬁl@@@@
T000o0oa I B MesoooVirgimiam
L3 PRI @ & Roooeollorth Caroilna
17c00es © 5 Posoo.d0uth Carelina
) ) P i ] ®o0eeoiinie
Coonpe M @ o0 0 o Mary land
Boooa B o #oeooconnecticut
Bosnes O € ®oosooliew Tork
Beveas & £ Ry eee o Pamngylvanis
Gneose 0 ¥oooeoliow Hempshive
Fovave i L Yoo eadilabana
Taoss B M., .. Mresachugetiy
fbevesa & % Pooeo Q@@@E‘gj‘&
[ P, i L ¥eovs oo laland
tssces O W W, .. England

“Ibid.



The fsetch-Irish had taken the Presbyterian church with thea
from Seotlamd te Ireland and frowm there breught it to the Uaited
States. The Scotch-Irish are thought te have been the seed of
the Presbyterian church as they moved West, as truly they were,
g@ryﬁﬁ?e Ne. Mo Buker was & Presbyterian aminister in Decatur. The
problem then is how Methodism get mixed in with these Scotch-Irish
whe made wp the settlements that became Decatur congregations.

There may have been sone early asquaintange with the powerful
evangelical work ef Devereur Jarvatt. Jarratt vas an fnglican
priest in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, follewing his lecation there
in 1763. His work included more than his owm parish. In 1772-=73
be welcemed the newly arrived Robert Wiliiams, a Methodist lecal
preacher from England, and werked with him in Evangelical work.

In 1978, in the company of Thomas Renkin, Wesley's #ssistant in
Aimerica, Jarratt made a preaching tour of the southern colenies’
of Virginia and inte North Cercolina. The result of the work of
the Methodist preachers mentioned and their associates, aided amd
encouraged by Jarratt, was the founding of several Methodist Cir-
cuits in this area, The Brunswich Circuit covering 14 counties im
Virginia and twe counties in North Carelina, the Fairfax Circuit
imn 1776, the Hanover ﬁirséitﬁfeveying gixz counties on boith mides

£ L
of the James Rivern and the i smelia, and Sussex Circuits

im 1777. 'The center of té@,%gansééék Circuit was Brumswick County
whiek ies Jjust west of Mecklemburg County, the home of the Scetche
Irish vhe wmade their owm declaration of independence., fnd what
iz more, John Martin and families like his . had to.pass through
this Methedist. ®infested® area on their way into North Carolina
from ?@Eﬁsyi%ami%,&a@ thos the connection was probably forming
between Methodism ard the ScoetcheIrish as early as the pre=vevelu-
tionary era.

fdded te the success of Jarratt and the Methodist preachers
in the pre-revelutionary era and during the early year of revelt,
Methodists made great gains in this area between 1784-1790 adding
3,200
1887 alone, and some 4,761 for the western area of the Virginia

bers in the Brumswick, Amelia, and Sussex Circuits in



and Hemtucky Glreuwit. The dMethodiet hed a tetal increase in these
years eof Ll.,48l. The Prosbylterians were alse busy in this peried
which is evidenced by the fsunding of the Hampden~Sidney College
im 1776 at Priace Edword County and Liberty Hall fcademy west of
the Ridge in the same year.

The spectavular years of growth and development of both churches
among the Scoteh-frish and other setilers of the area soon came %o a
halt betweem L1790 and 1797. The Gemeral fssembly of the Freosbyteriaen
Church made the Ffollowing observation im a report te its member
churches?

We perceive with pain and fearful apprehensien a general
dereliction of religious principles and practice among
our fellow citimens, & visible and prevalling impeity snd
eontempt for the lavs and institutions of religilien, and
an. abounding infideiity lewdness, and ev@ry~8p®g£a%\@ﬁ‘
debauchery and loose indulgence greatly abound.

The Methodimts alsc moted this religious deciime in their ietal
wembership loses of 6,000 in 1795 and 4,000 in 1796. A&lthough
some of this was due to the founding of Republican Methodism by
O'Kelly, moet of it was due to the spiritual deadmess of that
pericd.

The real bond between the Scotch-Irish, who were ethmically
Presbyterian, and Methodlisn was the outcome of this peried of
spiritual deadness. The answer %o this problem of spiritual dead-
ness was firast introduced by Timothy Dwight, newly elected presidents
of Yale im 1797, He noted that enly two members of the student &@&égﬁ
wore professing to be Christisns and he started preaching in Chapel
which soon became o revival that net ouly took held at Yale, buj
apread to Dartmouth, Williows, and fmherst colleges. The revival
also sztarted in the vest vith James HeGready, a PFrosbyterian minister
of Scotch~Irish payem&@g®fh?im$$ preaching in the Carolinas, began
the revival im Logan County, Kentuecky, h@@aws§ of his rejection by
the churches in the Carelinas., The Logan County wrevivel became bnowa
as the Cumberland vevivael, which took the name of the Presbytery in

which it was lecated..

‘Eg = - 8 2o ne bl 2 3 3 2
Yaweety Williem Warren, Hethodiem in American gﬁ&ﬁﬁwg,iﬁh&ng@@ﬁ
Press, Hew York and Nashville, L8984, po 134e)e




In the years before 1800, »s the revival was reaching e
peals it reached into the Methodist cemp im the person of John
HeGee. The great secial event of a revival could not be contained
in omne group, and soon the Methodisis, rresbyleriens, and Baptisis
(whe were alse making great strides among the SeoteheIrish at this
time) were holding joimnt meetimgsm.

in the year 1800 the Cumberland revival reached itm

sulmination, when in June of that year a greatl meeting

was held om Red River, one of the Logan County charges,

attended by thousands of people. Greoal excitement atiended

this meeting, which was encouraged by & Methodist preacher,
gohﬁ‘ﬁaﬁ§@9 whoo overcome by him &@Qlingﬁg shouted and ex-
horted with all possible feeling.
These revivals soom grew in nuabers and in duration; numbering
as many ag 20,000 and lasted as Long as two or three days.

Cane Ridge in Northern Kentucky scom ecaught the “spiritual®
fire im 1801 under the direction ¢f Rev. Barton W, Stone, & Presw
byterian. The exclusion of the Baptiste from this fellowship of
Revival and emotion was very subtle, but substantial. The meete
ings at Cane Ridge were not only revivalistic, but also centered
on a gacramental meeting after the preaching revival. The frese
byterians and Mothodistz mot haviny ¢closed communions gould page-
toke of o joint szcrament, while the Baptists having a clossd com=
munion withdrew,

The great emoticnal upheaval which oceured in comnection with
the frontier revival both shooked and wvorried the smore sedate wsnbers
of the Presbyterian General sssembly, and thus when the Cumberlsnd
Preszbytery lowered its edugcational requirements for the ainister
in 1808 in order o nrovide pastors for the numerous young churches
growing up from the revival, wore thenr concerm was voiced. Lfter
some censuring f the Cumberland Presbytery by the overseeimng Synod
of Kemtueky, the Cumberliand Fresbytery was dissolved in 1806, By
1810 the members of the Cumberland Fresbytery had formed theilr own

greup whiech was kaown as the Cumberland Presbyterian church., It

%E@i@%@ e Pe 158,



was much closer in its beliefs, follewing the Arminian doctrine

of man's choice of salvation, to the Methedists than to the

strict Calvinist doctrine of Predestimation of the elect, /8JA Found
19,000 in Kentucky and Tennesseey in ééé%?

X

”gsbg?griaa chureb.
The Revival soon spread uander the joint efforts of the
herian@ Presbyterians and the Methodists., -ss—mirirthm—irrraio o]
S egggg& revival did not stop §§§%@%a@ touched off the fire
that did not quite gﬁaﬁ%ﬁ@% until Billy Sunday had broken his last
chair and the string of the wooden tabernacles that he had left
across the country in the twentieth century had been tornm down.

It was inte the middle of this seething peol of spiritual
E@vévaﬁktéat Josiah Martin, the son of John Martin moved in 1812,
He settled with his family in Rutherford County, Temnessee. dJosiah
Martin had two sons and six daughters. Two of these daughters were
wives of men that moved to the ward settlement near what is now
Desatur,

The Frontiey Bevival also effected areas from which ministers

of the @e@&&uy area came. it was in the neighboring county of
E@@k@@gﬁréééﬁéiﬁan County) that Wilson Pitner was born. Wilson
Pitner, who will also be mentioned im a latexr chapter, served the
Lthens Cliveult im 1831, which means he grea@heé at Decatur as &
g@i@é,@@ that circuit. His brother, Levi C. Pitner, was later to
become a pastor of Decatur First Methodist Church and supervise

the building of the th#¥d church building for that congregation

in 1867. Thus it was from this hot bed of religious enthusiasm
that the settlers and some of the pastors of Decatur came. i M. Baker
points out that th¢s major migration route in his article in  tracing
the. line of -emigpation. to Macon Commtydis: -

The line of emigration then, was during the colomial peried,
from Pennsylvania and the neighboring colonies to the Caro-
linas and Virginia, and after the Reveolution Virginia and the
Carelinas. inte Tennessee and %@atggkg and Georpia, and later
from all these states to Illincis.

5 ker; No M., “History of Macon County.®




The gread movement o the West began in about 1818, bringling

5]

inteo being the state of Tllinoie by R8L6. By 1818, the

Beh-
tiew of Macon coeunty, Leopayd Stevens, had moved into Iliinels fyrom
Hew York and stopped frist in Randelph County end finslly sebttling-—
down im Macon County im 1821 or 1882, He end his family bullt a
homestead sbout three miles Horthwest of present Decatur on what:
came o be calied Stevens Creek. The sons of Leonard Stevens who
came %o Maccon Counly with him were Buel, Joeseph, Dorus, Luther,

ang James,

Mre, John Ward,; 8r., a widow with children,; aseccompanicd some
friends intve Illineis im 1819 from Logan County, Kentucky, the seat
of the Cumberland Bevival, She settled with the Smiths, Warnieks,
and Austine on the south side of the Sangamoen copposite tue Slevens
setitlement im 1824. Thie setitlement teok its mame from her family
and became known s the Ward settlement,

In 1828, the population arcund the Stevens and the Ward sete
tlements bad grown lerge enough that people felt the need of sems
means of Local government. The state was petitioned and Macon
Gounty, Illincis, became an official govermment with the coumty
seat to be cealled Deecatur and located =ast of the VWard and Stevens
sebitlements o) the Somgamon River and teo be laid out after Ghelby-
ville, Iliinovis.

Te chureh now made its eofficial entrance into the mewly-estab-

lighed sebtilenents in Macen Louniy,

in tae Stevenas Creok settlement were a number of adherents
to the Hethodist faith, That fact came to the attention o
Tev, Feter Cartuwright, militant leader of Methodisaw in illie-
nods, who was the presiding elder of the Hongamon district,
n the fall of 3@%@@ he started the Tirst Meothodist “soeietyy
in Macon county.

B u L . w o 4 ,
Richmond, Mebel B., Centennial History of Decatur and Macon
County (The Decatur Review, The Decatur and Mzeon County Centennini
Lsgociation, Decasar, Illimeis, 1930).
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In the fall of 1830 Dr. W T. Crissey moved to the newly-laid
out town of Decatur. In the spring of 1831 his nephew, who had
joined the Illimnois conference in 1830 and started out on the Faoli
Cireuit, Indiana, and on the Tazewell circuit, Illineis, im 1831,
came to visit him, Rev. W. 8. Crissey, while thus visiting his
uncle, delivered the first Methodist sermon in Decatur proper at
the home of Isaac Miller, during the month of May. Within this same
year the Society at Stevens Settlement relocated in the town of. -
Deeatur.

The First %ethadis§§Chupgh in Deeatur
1831-1850

As the Stevens settlement society had been a preaching point
on the Salt Creek Cireuit, the relocated Society in Decatur became
a preaching point om the following circuits (in the Sangamon Dissrict
except where specified): 1831, Carlton: 1832, Salt Creekj; 1833,
ALthensi 1834, the Athens Cireunit was under the direction of the
Chicago District; 1835 te 1837, Athens Circuit; and in 1838, De~
catur was made the center of the Decatur Circuit. The firsi preach-
ing place in Decatur was the home of Isaaec Miller, az menticned -
in the preceeding chapter, and in the homes of other members of
the congregation until 1832, when the Society received permission
to meet in theCounty court house. The County court house had been
built in 182%. It was a log structure, @ighteen by itwenty-four
feet and one and one half stories high. It had a clapboard roof,
but only a tamped earth (puncheon) fleor. The one meeting room
was warmed by a central fireplace, and was entered from either
the North or South é@@ysag

g?hés building was located on the scuthwest cormer of what

iz now Linceln Sguware. In 1837 it was =old to Robert Allen
and moved to a farm east of Deecatur and was used first as &
house then as & barn. In 1883 Mr. and Mrs. Jo M. Clokey
gave it to the 0ld Settlers fAssociation and it was located
in Riverside Fark., In 1829 it was located in Fairview Park.




| - 1834—1854
The FirsT MethodisT
CAvreh Bm‘u”“,



The Methodists were not the only group to use the Couri House
for religious meetings. In 1833, Rev. Joseph Hostetler, a new
resident of Macom county and a minister im the Christian Church,
éegaa a series of “protracted” or revival meetings. These meet-
ings resulted in the forming of the Christian Church, which alse
held ite meetings in the court house until 1838,

Llthough the court house could accomodate the numbers of the
meetings, it could not take the place of a separate building set
aside for preaching services and prayer meetings. In 1834 under
the direction of Moses Clampit, the circuit rider for that .year,

a site was donated for the first church building in Decatur by
James Remshaw. Although enough of the building was completed im
this year to heold services in, it was net completely paid for and
finished until 1839,

The building was located in a dense Hazel thicket on what is
now the east side of Church Street between Praire and Main Streets.
It was due to its location that the chairman of the Town Beard,
Richard Oglesby and his nephew, Richard J. {glesby, gave Church-:
Street its name.

This frame building was an advancement over the log court
house and peimts out the fourth peint of the Turmer thesis; that:
is, Fredrick Jackson Turner held that the third stage of setilement
of the fmerican frontier was the log eabin stage and the feurth
stage was the frame house. This 5uizdi§g wvas thirty-eight by ferty
feet and twenty-two feet high at its gables which were on the east
and west ends. Its foundation was made of sqguared loge one foot on
a side and fastened together by wooden pins. Twe of the sides were
weatherboarded with walnut and the other {two sides were oak hewn
elapboards. There is ne explanation for the use of different woeod,
but perhaps the recason was the relative searcity of wood om the
prairies due to the location of trees only along streams such as:
the Sangamon and in some moist holiows.

The roof of the church was of “home-made® drawn shingles. - There
vere two windows on the east and west snds and three windows on the
north and south sides. These windows had two sashes of tﬁsiva»gaiﬁs
of glass each. 4 person entered ithe church through the double doors

on the west end and sit in one of the two rows of hewn walnut pews
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aecording Yo bis gexy the left side being for the men apd the right
zide for the women, Tae floor was of unploned boeards one foot in
width and the walls were of unpainted plaster. Suspended from the
ceiling was a wagon wheel with twelve candles mounted on its rim.
The wagon wheel candeliar and eight other candles, four on each
side wall, mounted in reflectors, provided light for the congrega--
tion when they needed it., The room was warmed by & stove. In a
manpuscript histery of the HMethodist Church in Decatur, "4 Histery
of Deecatur's First Methoedist Chureh,® located im the files of the
Central Illinois Conference, e in the center
of the rocm. However, it was not mentioned as to whether the center
referved to was the center ef the reen, which does not seem too
likely, or in the cemter of the room off o one side, which would
seomn more plausibkble. Perhaps it was on the north, or men’s, side.
The center of the spiritual light and warmth was the pulpit plat-
form: Located in the east end opposite the entrance, This platferm
wes three feet wide and five feet long and reached by six steps,
The platform itself had a railing around two of its sides and im the
econter of the railing on the side facing the congregation was a
borrd two feet by two feet whiech served as the preaching stand.
Bebing this was a bench wvpon which the preacher could sit. Oa
sither side of the preaching platform were three benches set at
right angles to the pews. These benches probably served as mouprne
er's benches for revivals. There were no musical instruments dnd
no ¢hoir, The hymns were lined out, due to the scarcity of hymnals
on the frontier; the minister would read a limne of the hymr and the
congregation weuld sing the line...the minister would read the next
line, and so on through the hymn.

The money used to bulld the church was probably borrowed, fer
Jo B» Gorin, who will be menticned in & later chapter, speke of
peying off the debt in 1837, He said that people were requested to
subeéribe money as gifits to help pay 0ff the indebtedness. (ue of
the persons approeoached was & werchant who claimed he could not affovd
to contribute. The merchant’s wife guickly saw her opportunity to

help the new church, She proezeded to mell a2 shawl that her husband
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had brought her fran the east. The shawl must have been & beautie
ful item, for it brought $285.00 which the woman immediately gave
%o the @h%wa&ag

By 1836 the population of bDecatur had grown to three hundred.
This wmeant that it was big encugh at that time to form its own
government rather than have the county government preside sver it.
The town board was clected and held its first meeting November J,
1838, The president of the board was Richard Qgelsby (a Methodist),
the c¢clerk was Andrew Love, and the Trustees were William T. (rise
s5eyy Ge Ro White, William Webb, Thowas Cown, ¥. M. Gorin, Hemry
Butier, and Landy Harrell. The constables were James Carter, and
William Webb, One of the mest lmportant pieces of legislation
handiled by this board was the appointment of the board of trustees
for the Methodist Church in 1839, The following was taken from
court record book H., page 188, record for May, 1839:

Acecording to previous motice the imbabitants of Decaiur

were convencd on the 3lst of May, 1839, to appoint trusg-

;@@Qﬁ for the Methedist Episcopal church in said town, when

the following nersons were elected, to wit: Busl Stevens,

Luther Stevens, F. Montgomery, William Greenfiele, J. M.

Fordice, Deniel Stickley, and L. Lapham, who shall hold

office during life, unless they move away or resign, ace-

cording to the diseipline of said church, which said

trustees assume the name of thelFirst Methodist Chuxch

of Decatur,

in testimony whereof we have hereunto subscribed and set

our hands and seals thip Jlst day of MHay, L8d9.

{Then fellow the @igﬁgﬁures of the newly appointed truse
tees of the chureh},

Jﬁ@@atﬁr Republican, Decatur, Illinois, Lprid 9, LBGY, srti-
ele on the elosing of the third Methedist Church bullding.

Money for the chureh at Ma‘;ﬁ &ﬂ?,;hm was reiged by gathering sube
serintions fron the comsuedly ?ﬁ@ﬁ@&*%bnnee&i@ﬂ betwaen the whole

community and the churceh dg fortheoming in this chapter.

iﬁﬁi@hm@mﬁﬁ @po eltey pe S,

The members of the town board in 1839 were Kirby Benedich,
pregideaty Jobhn §. Adaweon, Thomas Cown, Samuel B. Dewees, Jesse
He Blliott, Wiliiam T. Crissey, Thomas H. Read, trustees; H. Ho
Gorin, clerk; George R. White, tireasurer; H., Prather, assessor and
enllectory G. W. Gibrath, Zebulon Cantrall, and William Webb, ceone-
stables,



.
2

Soveral points must be diseussed in conneetion with this unvsual
phensmenon, which wes never known to have gccured in Deseatur after
1839, First, the Dsecatur Methodist Church had just been recontly
appeinted the cemter of a circuit by the annual meeting of the Ile
lineis Conference at Upper Alton, Illinecis, September L&-2k, 1838,
This meant that Decatur now was the official home of the cireuit
rider and that the church was probably the largest on the ¢izrcuil,
and thus was big enough now to have a board of trustees, Second,
there were some meubers of the tvwn beard that were well known
Methodiets; iec@cy We To Crissey and H., M. Gorim, but the percentage waig
big enough t0 say that 1t was the Methodists using the town board
@@Aeﬁecﬁ trustees. Pimally, the origin of the settlers of Desatur
must again he considered as te its influence;im precident and ace
quaintance with various practices)on the actions of tihe people.

Relying on N. M. Baker's figures again (see appendix) as a
means of measuring the origiam ef the people we know that the peo-
ple that came to Decatur were from the South, principally Temnesses
and Mentucky, and that they had migrated there from Virginia, the
_Carelinas, and were of Scotch-Irish and some English strains. In
further investigation the only clues that shed any light on the
phenomenon in discussion are theses 1) the Methodist Church grew
up under the state church establighment of the snglican church both
in England and in the colonies of Virginia and the Corolinas, and
thus was known %o have inberited some sentiments of the state chureh
as well as ite oxginization: %“at the opening of the revelubien the
Mothodist of Virginia presented a petitien to theVirginia House of
Belegaten in opposition to a movement on the part and the Baptists
and other disgenters to bring about the separation of church and
dhiten

tive. of their relatiomship to state-chureh form of government. 2} The

Llthough they later changed thelir views, this in lndica-

state-chureh form of poverpwment was the established iorm of government
in the colonies from which these seitlers migrated following the revos-
Llation, Thus, they had grown familiar with such & form ef pgovernmend

and had moved away from the area shortly aiter its denise.

ﬁﬁg@@%:g We Weay B %‘go@ Po LOD,

il
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William Varren Sweet has made 1% quite clear in the following
that the state and church form ef government was clesely intertwined

with lecal government:

It is significant in understanding the passage of Aets

of establishment in the Southern colonies...that parish
srganization in England was not solely a church affair,
but the vestry was an organ of local government; in the
Southern Colonies the parish became the local governmental
enit. It was the system to which they had been accustomed
in England, and its transfer to the colonies, where the:
Englican element was relatively strong until the revolu-
tion, was but natural.,  Vestries im Virginia were chavged -
with the duty of loocking after the poor. In Maryland the
vestries administered the Tobaeco fets of 1730 and 1747,
the purpose of which was to regulate thelgradaetﬁgn and
improve the quality of the teobacce erop.

Sweet also points out that the free holders of the parish
elected the vestry or board of trustees of the parish, Thus,
there is a precedent for the action 6f the town board of Decatur
in May of 1839, in that the settlers of Decatur had lived fov
guite some pericd of time in an area in which the English had set
up an established church prior to the Scotch-Irish migrations from
Pennsylvania, and that the Methedist had been a part of the Angli-
can church until after the official break in 1782,

3) The only other point that must be brought out is that the

Baptist Church did mot begin in Macon County until 1843 when a

3

meeting of twelve charter members was held at the howe of Captain
David L. £llen on September 14, The Baptists being the most veci-
ferous element against any connection between church and state since
the founding of Rhede Island in 1633, would have no @ﬁé&ﬁ protesied
any ‘such action as took place on May 31, 1839. The absence of the
Baptist made it possible for all of the elements mentioned above
to come inte play.

hfter 1839, the town grew and the church matched pace with it
threugh evangelical work. The first noted form of such work: was the
revival held by William Stoddart Ciissey in 1842. Thie revival lasted
for & peried of six weeks and gave a yield of geyenty additional mens

bers to the church,

135%@@39 William Warren, Religion in Colenial America (Charles
Scribnerfs Sons, New York, 195 '
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The dupration of this revival poses some guesticns that
wust be mentioned. As it bhas alvoady been mentioned, the
Beeatur Church was the center of the Decatur Cireuwit in the
period from 1838 ve¢ L8B4, The guestion then iz how could
ey, Crimsey serve the circuit, which was of an unknown lenghh
and hold such a lemgthly revival at the same time? In i831
We ﬁgwgrigaey had served the Pazewell Circuit which consisted
of @hﬁ preaching points and took three weeks to ride. ILf the
Decatur Circuit was even extremely smaller than this in 1842,
it would have been neceassary for Rev, Crissey to discontiaue
gervices at obher preachiang points in the circult during the
revival or teo leawve the revival imn charge of the local preacher
(o layman licensed by the church to hold services in absence
of the preacher).

If the Decatur Circuit was & small in 1842 as it was in
1863 (5 peints), which can ounly be relative, for the Decatux
charge was missing frem it in 1863, Rev. Crissey may have
ridden from Decatur 4o a preaching peoint and returned fer the
revival before goibg on to the next preaching poimnt. And Fimally
he may have just conducted revival wmeetings when he was in Dee
catur, ALl of these ansvers ¢an obly ke surnised due to the
lack of evidenee in this case.

Most of the Methodlist prayer meetings were held im this
chuprch, In the mid 1840's one ef such #f thesge prayer meetings
was directly invelved in the founding of a sewing soeciety. The
meeting mentioned was being conducted by four men areund one
love candle, when one of the women of the chuarch chose to at-
tend., ‘The small cirecle did mot open te receive ner, and the
group continued thelr small service. The service consisted
of a seripture reading, a hymn, personal prayers, a hyan, and
then without a word %o the lady present, the group dismissed
with 2 bopediction, blew out the candle and left the lady alone
in the davk. Heedless 40 say, Chis woman formed the sewing s0Ci-

o g . 13
oty that became the Iadles £id ﬁ@@l&tyci

ES50 0 s N
1 B istory of Decatur’®s Flrst Methodist Chureh®
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This chapter capnet be cenclusive, but can serve only as
the bagis for the fellowing chapters which are to deal more

with the Development of Dseatur as a community and the men

invelved in that community. The church in this period was
the center of social activity for its congregation, but as a
church it was also a unique preduct of the frontier as much

as the community itself was.

?ramiﬁen% Members and Preachers ii the gar%g Church

fme of the first of the many important men of the town of
Decatur and the church hag been mentioned in connection with the
preaching of the first Methodist sermon in Decatur by his nep-
hew, Dr, William T. Crissey. Richmond reports that br. Crissey
was the first physician to settle in Macon County. Ir. Crissey
spent his first year in the Stevens settlement, but.soon moved
to Decatur and established his practices

It is alse possible that Dr, Crissey was connected with the
preaching work of the church, other than the activity of his nep-

hew. In a record of Mr. Henry D. Dunham, an early resident of

Decatur, twe Crisseys are mentioned as ministers during his
childhood in the 1840°%s; one of these men is called Williiam T.
Crissey (probably & lack of remembering the middle initial of
W. 8. Crissey), and the @th@gﬁ% r. Crissey. Dr. Crissey was
not an ordained minister, but nothing would have stepped him from
being a local gr%achege$

Shortly after Dr. Crissey moved to Macon County, "Gemeral®
Isaac Pugh took up residence in BRecatur. Isaaec Pugh was born
and raised in Kemtucky., 1Im 1811, at the age of six, he was con-
verted along with his father at a fromtier revival meeting. The

next year, Pugh was baptized by Peter Cartwrighb.

Hr. Henry Do hamfs record is a part of the collection
of records belenging to the Historical Committee of the Pirst
Methodist Church of Decatur. There are no existing records of
the names of local preachers during this peried, therefore,
whether Dr. Crissey was such cannot be but a conclusion from
Dunbham’s record.



Pugh's militery euploits were many: he served as & second
Lieutenant in the Black Havlk wewry as a captaln of Company ©., the
Fourth Regiment in the Mexican wary and in the Civil War as the
firet capbain of Sompany L. of the eighth Illimele Infantyry and
a8 & colemel of the forty-~first Illinois Infantry;which he was
ingtrumental im forwing. In addition to his military skill,
Pugh was skilled in loezl government. He sexved Deeatur and
Hacon County as master-im-chancer, county treasurer, counly
clerk,; counly assessor, c¢ollector, mayor, postmaster, and as a
wenber of the state legislature,

48 a laywar in the church Pugh was a known worker. He
held various offices on Uthe church board. He was also a promie
nent member of the bullding comwittee during the building of the
third building in 1867

When Isaac Pugh returned from the Black Hawk War, he brought
with kin & young man named Jerome R. Gerin. Gorim had been born
in Hopkineville, Kentucky, October i, A8L7, and had lived for a
short time in Vandalim., Before his death im 1897, Gorin was able
to make sizable contributions to the city as a public offiecep
and as a churchman., The following statement from Richmond wiil
witness to Gorin’s publiec Lifes

He served the city in various capacities, city clerk,

city attorney and jJjustice of the peace,; in 1836 was

e&@@t@@ to the }@gi@l@&uwegkgervimg one term, a&nd was

well known as [Bibankerisces

Jdo Re Gorinm mever let his practice ol law and his business in-
terest interfere with his personal church life., He was awmong
the builders of the third chureh in 1867, and was a well known
advoeate of the Sunday School of the First Methodist Churceh.
In witness to bis churchumsnship and interest in the Sunday
School ;, the following resolutions were issued by wembers of the
Sunday School im 1897

Therean, God im his all-wise providence has taken

our Bro. Jup Ee Gorin, from labor to reward, and we

as individual members of this Sunday Scheol share
the common sorrow which has befallen uss

14
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therefore, ve it Hesolved, that im the wemoval of J. He
Gorin the Sunday Scheool of the First My B, Church has
Lost one of its wost zealous supporters, earnest workers
and faithful menbers, that ié hos seetained the loss of
one of ite most useful members, spiritually and soecially:
one in whose life was oxemplified many Christien graces.
Repolved, that not only the Sunday School has sustained
a loss, bubt the Sunday School workers of tihe citly and
county will miss J. Re GOorimg as a helper and counsellor,
Fesolved~-That in recognizing his excellence of charsecter
angé personal worth we commend his unassuming Life, his
kindness, his charitableness, and his devotion to the
cause of Christ, to all who knew him so well.
Resolvedw-that the adult elass ef which he was the
teacher so many years, will hold him - in gratelal memery=- ..

(Signed) George T. Tucker
Philena fA. Johnson
Henry Lunn

Decatur, Iil., Sept. 8, 1897

The importance of such men as . Crissey, J. R. Gorin, and
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isaac Pugh %o the early church can only be measured apainst the
Methodist cirveuit system. The cireult rider was called apon te
serve many Methodist societies in numerous and wide-spread come
munities, and thus the sgolidarity of the individual secieties
depended upon the strength of the laymen cowbinped with the spiri-
tunl Lzadership of the ¢ivecult rider,

The Life of the early cirecuit riders which served pioneer
communities was such as Deesturis. Peter Cartwright called the
bhardships of the civeuit rider’s life the college of the plioneer
preachers, being a2 pioneer himself:

veoWe crossed ereeks and large rivers, witheut bridges,

cften swam them on horseback, ok crossed oa trees that

had fallen over the streams, drove owr horses over, and

often waded out walst deep; and Lf by chance we gol a

dug out or a canoe o cross ovurselves, and svim ouy

horses by it was guite a treat. Only downy dectors and

learned presidents and professors of the present dny

[opx. the 1860¢E/ remember the above course of trainiag

was the college in which we early M@%%@@i&&& graduated,

and from which we took our diplomas.

Wilson Pitner, one of the most celerfuvl pastors of early

Illiineis and a graduate of the Ygellege™ detailed above by Cart~-

Ll
B&&u@ﬁaﬁ without eross reference

linsters, Bdgar Lee, The fangamon, {(Fervar & Rimehart, Inc.,
New Vorls, 1942), pp. 141-148,
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wirkght o wes oue of the eerly riders of the flthens elreuit on

which Decatur was & preeching poini in 183L. ¥Wilson Pltrer
was born on Cedar Creck im Wilson County, Tennessee, during
the spring of 1806. o was one of the older children of a
family that grew te¢ saven boys and five giris. One of the
brothers of Wilson Fituner, Levi, was to serve the First Meth-
odiat Church of Deeatur as & full time pastor thirty-five years
aflter Wilson served the Docatur preaching peint in 1831,

Wilpon Pitmer bed no early comnection with what his pap-
ents called the “melsy religien of the Methodists;® bhowever,
at the age of sixteen Pitmer could mo lenger resist the tomp-
- tatiomn to attend one of the revival weetings that was taking
plage in Wilson County, and it was at this meeting he was
converted, Hig eccentricity and colorfulness in connectien
with the c¢hurch appeared as early as the moment
In his ignorance of the practices of the chureh, Pitner had
mistoken gquaterage, which was the salary foz ithe preachor, as
the necesaary foe for membership in the church. Henecs, when
he went Xorward to join the church and shake hands with the
minigter, he h@&ﬁ@%W@BﬁnyiW@ ¢ent piece in his left hand and
lowdly prociadmed, ®I'vg get the money.™

In speaking of his own experiences shortly after he had
Jjoined the church, Wilsom Pitner made the following remarks
concerning the purchase of his first Bible:

Soon after I joimed the church I felt that I mnust

have a Bible. 1 had never ocuwned one, but I could

read,; and was determined to have a Bible of my own.

Pather had given me & litile picce ¢f ground to work

for myself, I put 1% in cottons and when it was

gathered I took it to Nashville and sold it, and with

the meney I reeeived I bought a Bible, I was so de=-

lighted I could hardly contaln myself. [ put it in

ny bosem and burried home as fast as [ dould o getb

an opportunity te read it. But I could mnot reaist

the temptation of taking it ocut of my hosom and

smelling of i, &nﬁ%i@ secmed te we that it sweld

of the Hely Ghest.

A@Lﬁa@@mg Rev. James, History of Methodism in Iliinmeig
1793-1838, (Valden and Stowe, Cincimpati, 1B85), e 216,




Lfter Pitner had joined the churech, his parents were
8till adverse to Wilson's association with the ¥noisy Metho-
éists,” so Wilson was not allowed to pray in the house. It
became his practice to remove to the field some distance %o
praye. 4t was in such & retreat fer praver that Pitner exe
perienced the ®varification® of khis call to preach.

Pitmer®s call into the ministry was not the warming of
the heart nor compulsion that seme of his frontier brethern
had felt, but wasg rather a verbkal eall like that of Samuel
of the Qld Testament, that awakened him in his sleep. He
refused this call. The next pight while im his accustcemed
time of prayer, he prayed about his eall and about his fam-
ily, and while still in prayer he was interrupted by one of
his brothers wheo teld him to come to the house. Wilsen went
te the house and that evening his whole family joined in
prayer and rejoiecimg. Wilson Pitner needed nothing more.

In L8829 Pitner, having moved to Illineis, was given & license
to preach im the Illineis Conference. He was assigned to the
Shoal Creek Circult as the assistant to William Chambers. It
¢id not take long for Pitmer to revsal his rough manners and
lack of education, and @fter ome year he was persuaded to spend
time in school. He went to Illincis College in Jacksonville
for six months and then quit on the gounds that if he learned
one more thing be would lost one of the things he had already
Biammed® inte hisg head,

Soon after he left Illinois College he was agaim accepted
inte the conference and was given the Athens Cireuit im 1831,
Hot %ge% is known of his activity in Decatur sr on this cire

e B A35EMED Ts hare baia (AT fa‘?\wgg &
cuit,, butfhis ‘eccentricity had not been Smoothed out by his.

education, & few years after he had served the Athens Circuit,
Filson Pitner was conducting & camp meetinmg in Hancock County.
The custom was to adjeurn after supper for prayer weetings bee
fore the service and to blow a horn or bugle to annouance the
beginning of the meeting. &%t this particular meeting the bugle
had been sounded and the prayer groups were entering the grounds
singing, vhen Pitner was selized by one of the WMementary flashes

of thought that he was accustomed to obeying. He grasped the
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bugle, which was already hangliang on the side of the pulpit,
and blew 1t Jong and loud. He then eried out with a loud
plercing veice, “Hallejuh, the Lord Ged Gumipotent reigneth.®
Some "Eell™ in excitment with another blast, and the saints
shouted and the sipbners eried for merey. With a brief invie
tation to the seekers, Pltner brought great numbers forward
to the altar,

Lithough he was unlettered, there were ¢imes whem he ceould
use the most c¢loguent speech that would evenm charm the learned
and professional mem of the coumunify. James Leaton records the
following comaents made concerning Pliner's talemnim; the first
is from Mr. Dickens and the second is from & wore well-known
preacher, Feter Cartwright:

His preaching, when he swung clear, as he expressed

it, was masterly and often overwhelming. When enerw-

gized with the Spirit; he was the most powerful and

succeossfal exhorter I ever kmnew, and thousands, I

deubt not, will own him in heaven as their spiritual

father. His preaching and exhortations were umnlike

any other mam's., ke was always origiral. L true
Reajaminite, he always hit on the left side,

ceooed VOrY singular and remarksble man AmoRE BSccocee

Hotwithstanding his want of learning and in ¢ommon

he was an ordinary preacher, yet at times, as we zay

in the backewoods, when he pwung clear there were

very few that could excel him in the pulpit, and,

perhaps, he was one of the most @1@@@@%& and power-

£ul oxhorters that was in the land.

Sowe of the other preachers of this pericd were unedu-
cated and eecentiric Like Pitmery one of these men was Moses
Clampit, who served the Decatur pregching peint in 1834, and
endod up in the Methedimt Church South in Californie in 1861,
However, not all pionesr preathers were rough cut, and uneduca-
bed. (oo such man was Normal Allan who served the Deecatur
Cireuit in 1841, 4&llen, like 4. . Phelps, Pitner's predecessor,
was of good manners and neat dress, and in more striking contrasd

to these sarliey men, and he had gone to mehool. &llan had ate

5
&gﬁbﬁga% DPhe 928 and $28 respeetively.
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tended Illimois College for some time and studied well, but he
did not spend emough time, for he mever graduated., But his
college training showed up in his sermons, which were “intel-
lectunl, and full of pathos, and the power of the Holy @h@s@.ﬁg@

Between the edusated men such as Allan and the uneducated
and eeccentric men such ag Wilson Pitmer were such menes William
Stoddart Crissey and Rev. Jomathan Stamper. These two men came
from varying backgrounds--Crissey was born in Salisbury, Con-
necticut and Stamper was born in Madison County, Keantucky--but
they had cone item in common: they both served the Decatur Charge
and later settled there in retirement. In order to do justice
to each man it is best to discuse them iandividually.

William Steddart Crissey was born in Salisbury, Connecticut,
on April 21, 1811, Im 1815 his parents, who were Fresbyterian,
moved to Cincinnati where they died in 1818, William T. Crissey,
the uncle of ¥. S, just bappened te have been living in Cinecin-
nati and he took care of his newly orphaned nephew,

Iin 1821 ¥. 8. Crissey’s connection with the Methodist Church
started when he was converted and united with the {ld Stome Church.
In 1823 the Crisseys moved to Louilsville, Kentucky,and im 1825
they moved to Bloemimgton, Indiana, where young Crissey received
a license to exhort., In 1828, W. S. Crissey received his license
to preach at Paris, Illincis. He was them sent to the Paoli
Cireuit, Indiana, It was in May of 1831 that he preached the
first Methodist sermon in Deecatur and in the Fall of the same
year he was assigned te the Tazewell Circuit, He served the
following circuits and charges until he superannuated in 1839
due to his depleated health: 1833, Mt., Carmel Circuit; 1834,
Bugene; 1835, Danville; 1836, Milwaukee (the Wiscomnsin territery
was a part of the Illinocis Conferencs until 1840 when the Reock
River Conference was formed, and did not bsecome a conference
until Wiseonsin became a state im 1848)s 1837, Joliet. Crissey

rejoined the Illinois Conference as an active member in 1842,

g%iéaﬁﬁﬁg Rev, James, History of Methodism in Illinois,

%ﬁ%%%? {Unpublished), p. 201,
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wt which time he sorved the hecatur Olreult and he spent one

more year in the conference~=1i4d--in which he served the fpring-
field Statieon until his health gave out and he was again forced
to superainuate until 1848 when he wade one more try at Rushville
and then could not finisgh the appointment.

Buring his years as a preacher, W. S, Crissey h@%%ade more
than an ample contributien of new sociities and revivals; he
founded a new seeity at Lockport while he was at Joliet; he
held revivals im Deaville, Springfiled and Decatur. His suge
cess as a circuitl rider may have been due to the traits which
James Leaton ascribes te hims

He was scruplous in observimng all the requirements

of the Biscipline, fasting every Friday, visiting

among the people, and regualrly meeting the classes,

In this duty he was particular in inquiring of the

members in regard to their attention te family and

secret prayer and iheir abstinence from intoxiecating

drinke, He was a faithful administrator of diseci=

pline; and while blesszed with many gracious revivals

of religion, his forts seemed ﬁz be purification

and building up of the churech,
fnd even im his retirement frem the active ministry due to bhis
health, he wae an active evaagelist, for Yit was sald that
through hisz evangelical work that J. T. B. Stapp became & member

e s 23
of the Methodist Chureh,®

Buring bis segond peried of superannuvation he settled im
fecatur, Nothing much is hknown about his activity until 1847,
when be toek the jeb of County School Comaissioner which he
held im the years of 1847 te 1860. Hpr. Crissey’s interest in
education expanded. His dream was a college for Decatbun and
his work had begome well=known epough to make him a considera-
tion for the nomination to Htate anissioner of Educatiem in

the Republican Convention at Bloemington in L856; however, he

€y R
agﬁﬁaﬁ@m? Gpe edte (see footnote #LB), po 403,
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From the fbituary of Margeret Crissey, the Dseatur Review,
June 31, 1288, Mr. Stapp wes o well-lo-do capitallist that became
instruzental in the founding and building of Stapp's Chapel im 1867,




did net recelve the nomination. He alse served on fHtae town

]

board of trustees beotween L85L and 1858, and gerved as presie
demt of that beoard in 185L. In 1860 he made amn effort to bulld
@ busivese bullding al the northwest coyxymer of the Old Sgquare, but
he bhad te stop due to a lack of funds, He sold this partiallye
completed building vo another member of the First Metbodist
Chureh, Frapiklin rFriest, who mupleted it and it became Priest‘s
Hotsl,

In the period of the Civil War, W. 8. Crissey served as
a chaplin in the Uriom Army, and his son served in the cavaliy.
Bhern he returned, ¥. $. Crissey was one of the prominent members

of the second Methodist Church $¢ be formed in Decatur; as late

as 1883 his name appeared om the records of the Ufficial Beard
of Ftapp's Chape. It was sometimes: shortly after this last

entry of his name on the church records that Reve Crissey died,
but his exact date of death is not knewn.

Jonathan Stamper did not come to Iliineis watil 1841, by
this time being fifty years old. The majer part of his career
as a elergyman vias spent in Kentucky where he had been born.

e was converted at a Kentucky campmeeting when he was hine-
teen years old., He had earned great acclaim im his home stale.
He wae sent Lo the Gemeral Conforence six tiwes, and itwe of
these times he had headed the List of delegates. In absence

of the bishep, he was also twice elected president of the West-
ern Conference.

In 1841, he was $ransferred toe $the Illimois Conference and
was glven charge of Springfield Station., In L8444, he returaed
to Kentucky having served the previous ysar at (uincy, Iliinois.
¥hile in Kentucky ke served as &geat for Transylvasia University
gne year, and as Presiding Elder of Maysville Bistrict for fwo
years, He spent 1848 in Jeffersom City, Missouri, as a member
of the 8t. Leuis Conference and returned in the fall of k84D
to sexve Newport, Kentucky. During his tW0 yearas a¢ Spring-
field, he must have acquired soae properdty in Decatur, for in
1880 he superannuated in Kemtucky and took wup residence on his

own property in Desatur.



Im L858 ke decided to use his preaching talents again and
rejoined the Illinois Conferecace, subseguently being essigned
to Decatur. In 1359 he vas too feeble teo keep up the work =0
he was left without a charge until the next eonference., J[n
1860 and 1861 he served the Mechamicsburg circuit and super-
apnuated again at the end of this term.

Stampor, like Wilson Pitner, had beemn s powerful preacher,
although his form and manner differed from Pitmer. The follow-
ing description of omne of Stamper’s sermons by D. Redford bears
out Stamper’s contribution to Iliinois arnd Decatur as a preacher
and his membership in the pioneer college of preachers:

He emtered with calmness upon the investigation of

the subject, gradually leadimng his hearers iIrom

point to point until he held over them a coapleiw

mastery. Showing the necessity of a general judge-

ment that men may be rewarded or punished for all

their works{he went om to the handing out of crowns

or doom to the imaginary assembly of the dead].

A bhush like the atillmess of death permeated the

congregation as crowns were distributed or the up-

podly chazed away to the blackness of darkmness for-

gver. Yhen heightening his rich and mellow veice

and throwing his whole sould into the appeal, he

pleaded with those whoe heard him, whe though on the

Bdgel of hells..to turn and live, Commotion was seen

in every direction, more than one hundredé rgEsons

pressed to the altar and pleaded for merey.

LE%er bhis superannuation jn 1361, Jonmathen Stamper ape
parently eontinued to fail in beash for om February 26, 1864,
he died, The death of Stamper, and ithe death of Crissey and
churchman Gorin much later were buil sxtinguishing e few candles
of the pioneer fires which had begun te die sut in 1880 with
the change or Decatur and the movement of the fromtier to the
far west. The men listed above were producits and formers of
the frontier and builders of the foundations that supporied the

peat-fyontier period,

[3) .
“gL@a@@ng Jamen, Volume 3 conltaining sonference nostes abnd
kiographieg~--unpubliched and im the files of the Central Illinois

Conference Historieal Secciety Librarye=-p, 68,
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From Yagon Huts to Eallroads
1829-1860

In the year 1828, Macon County had no towns, no churches,

me railways, no markets, no librayies, neo jails, ne post

offices, no newspapers, three schools, and but few roads--

vwhich were 1ittle mere than trails. The most G&E'ogs

things which were, were the land and the people.

The population of Decatur in 1829 was between thirty to
three hundred, and the total census of the couanty in 1830 was
1,122, By 1860, the population of Decatur had grown to 3,839,

Such growth meant an extensive changing in the composition of

the town and the actual business machinery of liviang. The
effects of this growth cannot be diveorced from the growith of
aschurch, for they effect the members of that chureh in a
direct way. To see the effecis of such growth and to deter-:
mine what brought it about we must start with pioneer Decatur,

In 1831 the Sprimgfield-Paris road was relecated to pass
through Decatur, £ road was alse developed to Shelbyville and
extended to Bloomingiten. But as much help as these roads were,
they were not thought of as the permasent route of connection
with the world; mail was brought from Shelbyville once a week
by horseback. The dream of the Dacatur inhabitants in 1830 was
to navigate the Sangamon., Abrahkas Linceoln gave a speech on this
topie in the same year. Even as late ag 1846 a flatbeat run was
tried and finally reached New Irleansafter a winter stay at Leng
Point where it had been lodged on the sand bars. After this ex-
perience, horses and later the stagecoaech were relied upom as the
means communication with the rest of the world.

The small population of Decatur was not due to its ifasige
nificance in comparison to the surrounding villages, but rather
was due to the very lack of population of most of the Illinois
section in which Becatur is located., In 1847 the mail was still

carried by a rider who traveled to the mail poinits and returned.

gé&i@é%&gs Mrse L. Ho, ¥The Illincis Prairies and Macon
County 100 Years fLgo¥...appesring in the BDecatur Herald bstween
March 3 to Pebruary 24, 1929, written for the D.A.R. Centeanial.



Thip rider vwas Siles Packerd. Nis journeys to the maill poinis

o W

idillustrate the sparcensss of populetion even as late as L847:

In the lonesome journey b@tﬁaemf@@@&&@%?anﬁ Paris

nearly seventy miles, there were not a half dozen

houses. On the route to Bloomington the first

bouse after leaving Deeatwr was at Salt (reek.

Ther came the tiny village of Clinton, But be-

tween Clinton and Bleoomington there was not a

house] His h@g&e and the wild deey were his

only company,”

The folk lore of our frontier has left us with tales of
hnrdehip and ceaseless toil that wmarked the life of the piocnger
in this lonely area of prairie, but N. M. Baker has suggested
that these tales, though neot exagpevaited, have been set down
in undue proportion, He pointed guf that Yihe real pioneer
had more leisure thanm we, their sons and grandsons, have today
fio2f) +*2% He pointed out that it took lees time to build a
house of unsaved logs than it toek in 1921 to build a house of
cut lumber.

it was in this pattern of leisure and lonelimess that the
church found its appeal through the campmeeting. The campmeeting
and the revivel provided & necessary, funchtional , and contemperary
means of contact between people on the wide prairies of tall,
galet grosses. Daker describes the social bebavier of the pionesy
as follows:

Lfter the fev acres of corn were lald by, the whaat

pateh havvested and tramped out, and the flax in the

flax-pen, there was 1little more to do during the

ghorious monthe of the falli but te hunt and fish and

visit the neighbors, and attend camp-mectings Lif re-

ligiousgly imelined; and horse races and shoobting m&ﬁ@hg@
2 ]
furnished plenty of exgitement for these whe were not.

It was the need for exciitement that wmade “polize® a necessary pard
of the fromtier church within the social needs of the piencer, The
development of the revival will be discussed at more length in a

later chapter.
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In 1848 gold was digecovered in Californiz and brought on a great
movenent from the “middle beoarder®™ 4o the far west. MHany men
went t¢ Califernia from Decatur., Sowme of them died there er on
the way, and some, like Richard Uglesby, returned rich. UOglesby
brought 4,300 back to invest in Deeatur land, But as iaporitsnt
as the gold rush was ir populating the far west and bripging gold
inte Decatur, another evemt cceurred im 1830 that was of mueh
more importance to Decatur and all of the ceatral west or "aiddle
bearders® Congress made the first land grant for railread cone
structien in 18850, The grant had been wade possible by the werk
of Ztephen L. Douglas &n&é%h@ southkern votes he received heln
Erom ko congress. ‘The railroad to be constructed Was to cennect
Chicego, which had no rail connection with other cities at this
time, and Hobile, Alabama. ALl told, the land grant ran o 3,736,000
peres of which some %,800,000 were in Illimcis. %he wallroads were
to be financed by the selling of alternate gix-mile-=decp plots along
the righi-away of the road, and thus the grant made possible & new
means of transportation and encowranged movement of settlers aleng
ite paths

I 1851, the Iilincie Central Paillroad was inceorperated to
transport governnent trooeps and mall and to connect Galema to
Caire and Ghicngo bo ¢sire, the two lines meeting at Centialis.
Yhen the Galema teo Calrso line was first swwveyed it was (o pass
gix piles west of Decavur. Be D Smith backed by ithe fown, re-
guested and sveceseded in getiing the track releoated in erder jeo
ran throuwsh Decatur., The first actual lire to pass through Doe
eatur was the Great Western Railroad which seant iis first lovge
EM%?;:EV@ W The Froatier,®™ into Decatur froam Springfield in 1884,
Thie road vas later. to develop into the Yebash and eonpeet Hane
aibal , Missouri, to Iundianas,

im LBEL. the Iliineis Ceniral rap its fivset drain throush
Decasur at the point wheve the I.C. crossed the Uabash. A dapel
had beon pﬁ@@i&@%~%@@ in & deed given %o the Iliisois Ce mmr%& by

% 2w . TR
e He i‘i&{éﬁ%ﬁ% B3 q??gwg 74 4 § L8080,

TET , ‘ ' i,
Eh@ &r@aﬁ Yestern &@@am& the wa&aﬁh Lot dm E&?Eﬁbuaﬂ CORSO=

lidated with the St. Louis, Kansas City, and Northerm Bailway Come
peny im 1879 In 1869 the Iirst Sreat Yestern Roundhouse was Luild
in Decatur and by 1884 the reoria shops were wmoeved &@ Decabiy,  This
nmeant a great sourse of income to Decatur for Aha s and dn 19829

alone the annusl payroll in Decatup f@r he %@b&w % =35 D00 000 . For
furthey informa xiﬁ BOe F%@ 3 @%@ Qo & % PUs @%ﬁ S2isy ?
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point of vhe c¢hange thal rapidly took place in the frontiecr and

antrance of the rallreads inte Deecatur was the focal

in the town of Deecatur. Some of the clements of this change must
be mentioned in develeoping an accurate picture oF the L¥b0's as a
pericd of change.,

The first berbinger of change was the entrance of James B.
Shoaff into Decatur on a atagecoach from Bloomington im 1851k,
Ahlthough Mr. Shoaff saw a community of frame buildings along a
wheel-rulted, undrained muddy street, lined with wooded sidewalks,
he felt that he could prefit by stariing a newspaper in Decatur.
in June 26, 1881, the first edition of the &Shoaff Fumily Gazetteer
appeared. The paper was well received by the community, and many
other papers were starited but only some of these lasted,

In 1882 William Martin located in Decatur and set about
tesiing the clay, which he noticed was abundent in the area, and
he found that it was good for making bricks. He took a trip te
Baint Louis md roturned with four men and a vagonpload of eguipment
and fet up a brick works that provided bricks in abundance where
they had previously to be imported from Bdgar County for those few
brick buildings that did exist.

With the coning of increaged dbusiness, money began te in-
crease in use and demand. FPrier to 1850 no neoed was apparantd
for such items as banks, but by 1852, J. Jo Peddecord was holding
money enough for the custeners of his grocery store te find it
necesgary te install a small private safe. By 1835 there was
enough demand for banking services to make it worthwhile for
Feddecord to quit bis store and to go into a partnership with
Le L. Burrows te open a fulletime bank. This firm was to develop
and firmally merge with the Natiomal Baak of Decatur im 1912 after
the death of the twe original pariners.

With the presepce of morey and growth that made way for more
wmoney making, Decatur began te atiract men with meoney to invest,.
fme of the first real capitalists of Decatur was Pre Jo Fo Be
Stapp who came t¢ Decatur in L1855 with $20,000 in eaab.
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Br. Stapp. an aristecrat, was Dera in Weedferd Coundy, Hehe
tusly. 4bthough he was a doctor, his prime imterest was in fipancial
affeirs, having starited as a cashier in the State Rank of Iliinois
after the Black Hawk War. He had served as the recelver of the
tnited States land office at Vandalia as an appojintment from
Preeident Tayler, and continued under President Tayler, Fillmore,
and Plerce. In 1885, he remigned to come to Dscatur, Ir. Stapie
importance to the church has already been mentioned and will be
further elaberated on in a later chapter.

Fith the influx of the well-to-do people such ms Ty, Stapp,
Decatur Socliety began to develop. Dy 18585, big social events such
as the bemnefit dance held at the Revere flouse for the support of a
da&%i@u%& widow of a raeilread workoan were not uncomnon. This
ewem&i?%h@ incorporation of Decatur as a eity in 1855, marked
the definite end of the early frontier and an advancement into
the second ora of change and development, which the elemeats in

this chapter have marked,

v
The Church in an Fra of Change

Iin the same yeapr that ithe great western locemotive, "Fron-
tdor,* entered Decatur, the second building of the First Methe=
dist Church was completed. It was alse in this year that Reubem
indrus was appointed to the newly renamed "Decatur Station.®
When the First Methedist Church had grown te the size of single
harge without an attached circuld, it was alse this same y@arag(
It was this general change, taking place all over the freniier,
which ¥William Werren Swoot saye ushered in the change in the
type of college attended by the Methodist preachers frowm the
type of Peter Cartwright's day teo en academie institulbion:

in wiew of all the ecircumstances of the case, the change
from the circult to the station system--gach young preacher
hoing alone, instexd of having an elder brothsr with bhim o
teach him, the elevated siate of maai@ivq and the wish of
our good people te bave educated mgnir@&ulé%ﬁ in a geneysnl
move toward an educated ministrysl

28 \ , s R co s
““ror the detzils of the construsiion of this building see
the appendin,
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Sweet, dethodism in Auerican History, pe. 2243 alfter Brungoi,

Alfred,f Western Plomeer: or incidents oL ﬂli% and Times of Rev.
Alfred Brunson, 2 Vols. (Cion.: litchcock & Ualden, Le79).
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Heuben indrus found the charge with eighty~four members
and increased the membership to one hundred and forty. As has
been illustrated in the preeceeding chapter, this increase im
membership relied as much upon the entrance of the locomotive,
BFrontier,® as upon the evangelical abilities of Reuben Andrus.

With the increase in diversity of the origins of the popu~
lation of Decatur, the religious complexion of Decatur began to
take om various new hues. In 1852, the Presbyterian (not Cum-
berland Presbyterians, who never entered Decatur proper) formed
a church in the home of Samuel Powers under the direction of
David Hopkins. In 1888, the increase in their membership er=
abled them to build a chureh at ¥, Praipris and Chureh Strests,
where the YMCA is now located., The Episcopalians also opened
meetings in the 0ld Masomic Hall with fifteen members in 1855,

With the presence of German and Irish workers in the rail
gangs., whe built both the Illimois Central and the Great Western,
a new aspect of the frontier was illustrated., By 1880, scme
Germans had already settled in Boody, or at that time, Friedricks-
burg, southwest of Decatur, Herr Friedrich Niemtker had started
preaching among his neighbors in 1880, and by 1853, he reyuesisd
that a German Methodist preacher be sent as a missionary to the
Becatur area. That missionary was Herr R. Scheobe, the first
minister of the German Methodist Church of Deecatur. Another
German chureh te avpear in Decatur during this periocd wasg the
United Brethern Churech under Rev, Ambrose in 1886,

The Irish influence should be givenﬁfregit for the appear-

b ,
: were 1809 Roman

ance of Father Pendergast in 1854, for' i
Catholics., Father Pendergast held the first Reman Catholic ser=~
vices in Decatur in a frame house on West Main Street. The Roman
Catholics then used the brick courthouse and private residences,
In 1887, Father Cassack was instrumental im purchasing a frame
church on West Frairie and a brick church was started in 1863,
The founding of the Antioch Bapitist Church with fourteen
members in 1858 marked the inclusion of amother group im the

changing population eof this eity. In 18853 Steve Stewart, the
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firet full-bloeded Hegro in Decatur, opened o barbher sLop.
Pressure of the abolisiconist wovement in the Horxith upon the
South wes making it more difficult for free Kegroes to live

in the Eouth, and thus the appearance of the free Negre in
Decatur was the effeet of the mational $f*f*% wirich later comn-
tributed to the start of the Civil War.

The appearanee of the Universalist Church ip 1884 with
nine charter members and the Chureh of God in 1857 with eleven
charter wembers under Elder A. J. Fenton, merked the ¢omplex
changes taking place im the populatiem.

In returning to the effect »f the growth of the popula-
tior of Deecatur during the 1850°'s.on the Methedist Church, we
findé that the numbers of this church also grew. Im 18358 with
the evangelical activity of Jomathan Stamper, the membership
of Decatur Station was raised te 247 with forty-ihree proba=
tionary members and seventeen adulty baptisms. In this same
year, the Becatusr Pistriet was created, due to the neod for a
Presiding Elder to be located in the center of a growinmg area
for the Methodist Church. The first Presiding Elder was Hiram
Buck from 1858 to L8860,

Hirem Buck served the Decatur Station im 1864-065 and served
twice more In the position of Presiding Elder of the Decatur Dige
trict during 1268 and again in L876-1879, Rev. Buck possessed
many telents. He was a great thioker, his sermens glving evidence
of bhard thinking and reseaxch into the theologieal peimnits of his
talks. e served periecdically as an administrator of the chureh
a8 & Presiding BElder, be served periodically as an agenﬁlfam both
the Iilincis Female College (whieh was to become MeMurray College),
and be served for a mewly-formed umniversity at Bloominghon, Il-
lincis-~=Illinpis Wesleyan University, which he had helped te found.
Fipally, Hirem Buechk was & finoncial genius. He collected guite &
sizable amount im wreal estate throughout the ecentral I[llinels area.
It was from his estate that Buck Mewmerial Library was constructed st
Illingis Vesleyen University in the 19280's. 4 general discription

of him scems to bear out his characteristics as a “man awong mengi®



ey

fae haes an ivemn constitutien, lavge physiecal firame, and
Lungs Like a Beagal tiger, and uses them with au uhe
limited service. He uvsually preaches from an heur and
& half to three hwmr@%@na at the tep of his voice [rowm
text teo application,®”

It was wmen such as Andrus, Stamper, Buck, and many others
that developed the church during this era of change, which saw
the population of Deecatur imncreasing ik size. The membership
of the BDecatur Methodist Church, under these men, grew frow
eighty-four in 185¢ o 300 im 1860 with a Sundey School of 330.
Ae the city of Decatur was born and began to grow, and new in-
nevations appeaved in its Life, the church responded to this
growih e

Vi
The @ff@@%ﬁ of Civild gtriﬁe

£t 43130 a.me, April 18, 1861, the batteries of Charlesten
began their bombardment of Fort Sumter off the South Carolina
conat, and these shois were to be heard areund the country.
By &pril 14, the new had recached Decatur, and was read from
the pulpits of the chuvches. On the follewinmg day, President
Lingoln had issued a call for 75,000 veluntsers and .he town
of Peeatur teook up flags to show 1ts loyalily tothe Unien. Within
the next two days, two full companies of L00 wen each had been
enlisted and stavted off from Decatur to Springfield to join the
Eighth fegiment under Richard J. Uglesby.

in the fall of 1L8GL, the Hebthedist Church welcomed Rev. Jesse
Hines Moore as their new minister. It was not long before his
patriotic flare was neted. It was just such pasriotis convigs
thons that had lead his father, ubcles, and grandiather to be
soldiers in eother wars, and so 1t was with Jesse. In L1862, Jesse
Ho Moore joined the Loreces of the Union frmy o2 colonel oif the
One Hondred Pifteenth Regiment. He vas a brave lLeader in batile

%wimgi&g Bokor to his regiment io the battle of Chichamsugs:

=
>0 ; = s
Leaton, Volume 3, p. 152,
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The Cme H
tion of any regiment in il
place against great odds.

smdred Fifteenth was in the most exposed posi-
t Bloody battle and helt its

In 4pril of 1868, President Linceln gave Colonel Moore the
rank of brigadier-general and the Une Hundred Fifteenth Regiment
was given an honorable dismissal. After hisreturn from the army
Moore became the Presiding Elder of the Decatur District frem
18651868, In 1868 he superannuated in order teo go to Congress
for five years. A4As will be seen later in this chapter, J. He

Moore became invelved in the action of the Methedist Chureh in

Decatur in the office of Presiding Elder, as well as having
been an officer in the Uniom Army for a three-year perieée52

Jesse Moore was not the only mimnister in the Methodist
Church to leave Decatur temporarily to go to the battle. W. S
Crissey, & retired Methodist minister, alsc went into the fray
as a chaplin, Some other members of First Chureh to go were
Isaze Pugh and ¥illiam T. Crissey. Many others alse went from
théa congregation, for by 1868 Macon County had sent 2,5000 men:
inte the Uniom Army.

The women at heme were also occuplied with the activity of
the pericd. In November, 1861, the women organized the Sick
and Woumded Soldiers? Aid Society of Decatur (the name was
changed to Hoespital Aid Society) to work in conjunction with
the National Sanitary Commissicn. These women spon were giving
their time teo vigitimg trains of wounded men that passed through
Becatur. The women attempied teo work with homeless refugees
from the South im August of 1862, but the filth and condition
of these people were too much for the ladies, so the work was
turned over to the county, at the 2id Society's insisiance.

The preeccupaticn of the city with the activities of the
war dropped the membership of the First Methedist Churceh frem
300 to 275 in 1862, and had its effects upen the activity of

3£§ﬁa§&a&§§,§g@ Citey Peo 245,

32?@@ further information om J. H. Moore, one of Decaturfs
greatest mep . next to Lincoeln, mee the appendix.
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these 273 members. No official record sxists with the pastors

;}7

Decatur, but the following pastors'® reports wmight be indicse

tive of the offect of the war upon the church membership:

The sound of the drum enrlling for veolunteers, the
training of soldiers, companies leaving for the seat
of war, are but scenes of every day’s occurrencd,
Anid the exclitement...you can readily understand
the difficulty of sustaining the institutions of
religion, In fact the pastor and his church are
continually in danger of having their feelings more
deeply interested in the' fearful conflict beiween
the North and the South [fsuch as Jesse Moore) than
in their owm growth in grace, or in the winning of
seldiers for Christ.

{1862 frem Albany, New Y@rk}
Of the geoneral state of religion indhis city and
neighberhood, I regret to say that our worst fears
in regard teo the effectms of the war are realized,
Ever since the calamitous conditions of the counbtyy
became the allwengrossing subject of theught and
conversation, the higher interests of Christ's
kingdon have been thrown properticnately in the
background, The additions te most of our churches
have been few; the interest in cur week-day meetings
has diminished; the preaching of the gospel has not
excited the accustomed power; im short, the humilia-
ting confession must be made that the church and world
geem te & great extent to have fallem imte a commen
elumber. A4BJ4 the saddest thimng is that our comdifion
in thie rospect seems to be but too faithiul a repre- 55
sentation of the congdtions of m&aE&£ the Whols elurche

Bweet records that after the initial shock of the war, that
some revivals wepre started and the Y.M.C.4. began its work., Like
the rest of the country, the Dscatur Hethodist Church noted &
burat of cuergy after the first effects of the war. In L8635,
under the spiritual guidance of Rebert Hiner, the chureh had
grown o 333 with 33 probitliomary members...they had mot re-
corded & probitioanary member sinee 1859, 4Llthough probltiomary
members continued bto appear in the conference records between
1865 and 1866 with 30 adult baptisms in 18685 and 1§ in 1866, the

membersghip rese only to 400 in 1865 and returned $o 3063 in 1866,

ity
a»

&%&@%§ Wiiliam Worren, The Story of Religion im fwmerica,
{Harper & Brothors, Publishers, New Vork, LUsO, revised A@@@}g
Pho ©28-326 (underliining minej.
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The church remained static, but during the post war years

the eity of atur continued to grow, for by L8700 the pepula-
tion of Decatur was 7,161, for a percentage increase over 1860
of 86,8%. However quiet the church may have seemed in these
two post-war years with growth and expansion all around it,

it could net remain agzleep, and in the yesars 1867 through 1868
the Methodist Chureh of Decatur became a center of aetivity
and grewth,

It was in L8686 that Levi C. Pitmer was appeinted as paster
to the Decatur Stationg Levi Pitner was & brother of the searly
and coleorful ¥ilson Pitner who had served the Decatur preaching
point in 1831, Not only did L. ©. Pitner have a connection: te
frentier tradition of revivalism through his own family but
throughk the family of his imlaws; for in 1847 L. €. Pitmner had
parried Arminda Cartwright, the youngest daughter of Rev. Peter
Cartwright. Like his brother Wilsomr and his father-im-law,
Capturight, L. C. Pitner became kneown for his ability to held
revivals:

buring his active ministry Mr. Pitner was one of the

post useful and successfiul preachers in the conference.

He had extensive revivals in most of his charges, and

was iaséfaae%%ai'ia ég@ﬂiug hundreds and perhaps thou-

sande to the savier.

Becatur proved to be no exceptien te the evangelican preash-
ing of Levi Pitner, and by conference time im L1867, the Decatur
Station reported 577 members, 233 prebitionary members, 108
adult baptisms and 17 childrens baptisms. The difference be-
tween the number of prebiticnary members and the adult baptisms
was the amount of ney members takem in by letter of transfer,
The Pitper revival was apperently just what the town had beenmn
waiting for. Another eventigiated {te this revival in time was
the organization of a second Methodist congregation in the city
of Deeatur in the latter part eof 1886, and this was at first

knewn as the Franklin Street Methodist Episcopal Church. The

ééiﬁaﬁﬁﬁg,ggiﬁ%% Sy Po L84,
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complete story of this early start of what is now Grace Methe-
disgt Church will follow in the mext chapter, but it must be men=
tioned here that an erronous bit of ¥feolk history' comnects that
founding of the second congregation and the revival in the al=-
leged conversion of the capitalist, J. T B. Stapp. This is
definitely not true. ®ir.* J. T. B, Stapp and J. J. Peddecord,
the two major contributors to the consiructiom of what became
Btapp'!s Chapel were listed as members of Class #9 in the Deea-
tur Station church as sarly as 1863635

Hewever, even though the epinion that J. T. B. Stapp was
converted in the revival is erronecous. The revival had its
effect upon Stapp and the city by centering their emotiomnal
concentration wpen religiom. Alse the revival may have been
a spiritual "strange warming of the heart,® for Stapp, just
as kltersgate Street had been for the father of Methodizmm,
John Wesley, over a century before.

in the Fall of 1867 an advertisement appeared in the De-
eatur Republican preclaiming the Methedist Chureh property omn
the corner of Water and Praivie Streets for sale. Thus, it
became knewn that not only had Levi Pitmer added to the n@&éey
of the church, but that also that numsber had created a gegd fox
a new building of larger dimensions. On April 9, 1868, the 0ld
Chureh was officially closed and the Sunday Schesl was moved
to the basement of the new building. Several people speke,
among them J. B. Gorim and Isaae Pugh. Ir. W. B, Wilsen, who
speke before Pitner, eupressed sorrow at leavimg the old church
which had been built oaly thirteem years before., Pitmer replied
that,

He felt a compensating feeling, however, in contemplating

the mew siructure whieh would, beforg the fall of next
winter'is spows. rear its siately tewers to heaven en.the

gs?%? the incorrect view mee Richmend, p. 140. For ithe

record of Dr., Stapp as & substantial supporter and member of
the first church, see The gﬁggclal Board Minutes of the Decatur
Station, Marchk 9, 1863 to January 1, 1877 (& ﬁaaasezxgt in pog-
sion of the Historical Committee of the First Methodist Chureh,
Decatur, Illimois), pp. 5-6.




spot where he then mioed. The spesker discussed the

apea of a new chwreh, the abllity of the people te

aulild 1v, and the certalnity of the success of the entere

prise. He argued that proposition at seme lemgth, and

cengratulated the congregation on the flattering prose-
peect under which the work was about to commence. [He
assured the audienee &ha%@the new chureh would be built,
and that right speedily.

A8 Rev., Pitner hed said, the commupity vas anxious to see
the stately towers of the new church rise above the c¢ity. The
twoe towers were to he 15® and 180 feet high and the ®audience
room® gixty by eighty-seven feet in dimensionse. The new church
could seat LOUQ if seats wers placed in the aisles, and 750
without such seating arrangements. The Decatur FHepublican was
also behind this move teo build and it let the community know
its pesition on September 28, 1868:

e are glad to see that thosze having charge of the

matter are determined to push it {o ap early come

pletion, and trust that our citizens, hoth ingide

and outside the church, will net zlew in furnishing

the needful funds vo enable the cengregation to finish

their magnificient temple of g@rshiy in a style that

will be a credii %o our ¢ity,

The product of this ilndustyry was fimally dedicated om
Sunday merning Javvary 14, 1872, The dodicetion services
were preached by Rev. M. Eddy of Baltimore, Maryland. In the
morning bhe preoached for oune houwr and twenty miontes and asked
Loy fumds at the emnd of the service to liguidate the indebied~
ness incurred in building the new building. In the evening
gervice Dr. Bddy again asked for money and the $4,000 needed
was pledged and the dedicatlion took place.

But to retrace owr steps to the Fall of 186%, we fimd that
one of the most spectacular trials of ministers in the Illiimeis
Conference of the Methodist Church took place in November over

L
, X . . , 38
the guestion of Levi O Pitmer e integrity.

|

54

The Deecatur Republican, Issue 3¢, April 9, 1668,
7 thid., Sept. 28, 1866

L Emms

Bror details of trisls of Hethodiet Mimisters im the Il
lincis Counference see “Church Trials in a Changing Society,” an
honers paper written ln the bistory departwent of [llineois Wes-
loyan University, 1960, by Robert Williams.
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antrim concerning what she felt to be misconceptions by Pitner

‘ge made ageinst Pitner was advanced by Hrs. Sophia

ef her character during & call he made at her home in the after~
noon of the 2%th of Gcteober, 1867. The center points of con=~
tention were & pheoto album, a bed roem, and a parting gesturs
made by Pitner. Mrs. Atrim, who was home aleong at the time,
claims that Pitner had placed his hand on hers while locking
at the album, and suggested that they had to be careful what
they said, for they might Yset the werld on fire." Mrs. An-
trim claimed that she was uncertain as to the meaning of this
behavier, but when Pitner kept remarking about the bedroom as
he was preparing to leave and that he allegedly threw her a
kiss saying %shall we sezl it when we meet again,® she was
certain that he had been making remantie overtures to her.
Pitner claimed that he did loock at the photo album, but that
he had only bumped her hand, and that he bhad remarked that
one of the faces in the alba&H%W@ui§ never set the world on
fire."® He claimed that his mention of the bedroom was in a
passing tour of the new home, and that his remark was to the
effect “that it was a good thing to have the bedroom off the
parlor in order te provide heat for it im the winter.® The
alleged kiss-throwing Pitner asserted was nothing but a sim-
ple salute that he was acecustomed to give by passing his hand
near his chin or face and saying that "I'll see you again,”
or words to that effect. "

This simple misunderstanding was not simply settled as
easily as it might have appeared. The first knowledge of the
problem spread through gossip. When the first hint of trouble
reached the official board of the First Hethodist Church, a

committee was sent to the party in guestion to see what the

truth of the matter wasy Rev., Pitner was kept out of it.
ﬁ@@@@%&g 11, 1867, the official beard, in the absence of Pitner,

'5§§§§ the @3&@@ specifications of ¥Mrs. Antrim's case,see

the appendix. Alseo, the transcript of the trial is on file in
the Library of the Central Illinois Conference Historical Seciety.



met te come %o sowe couclusiens regardiag the goseip. The
following was drawn up by J, Re forin, €. €. Burroughs, and
Jdo Wo Coleman, and agcepted by the boards

Proamble and r@&axuﬁxoma passed by the Offiecial Board
of the Lat M. B, Chuwrch of Decatur, Iil., Novewber Llth.,
1867,

Wherens reports are and have keen in circulation in
this community derogatviry to the character of our
esteemed Pastor Reve Ls €. Pltner and

Whereas upon the first knowledge of the existence

of such reports a commitiee of two members of this
gfficial Board procesded to investigate the truth

of said reporits and after o falr and impartial hear«
ing from the persen who 1% is sald first gave cire
culation te anid reports, they unhesitatingly de¢id-
ed that there was uoe foundation in fruth uvpon which

to base them and having the utmest confidence [Biesy
in the strict invegrity and aigh moral werth of Broth-
ers Wm. H. Mitchell andW, J. Condell, who composed
the aforesaid committees, who also inquired into the
matter, we unhesitatingly believe the statements which
‘they have made to be just as they received [Bicy bhem: -
from the persen ik questien.. After Wngh¢mg all she
testimony.

Be it resolved by the 0fficial Beard of the First M. Ho
Chureh of Deesbtur that in their opinion, Bro. L. C.
Pitmer has not been guilty of sny iameoral conduector
any evil intentioms in the premises and we hereby
tender him our sympathy and pledge him our confidence
(Bicds)and support in the firery trials through which

he is called to pass and that we will hold him up

in our prayers before the threne of Grate,

Fepolved that a copy of this preamble and yresolutlions
be presented to Bro. L. €. Pitner and to the Presiding
BElder of this District,

{Signed) J. R. Gorin
Co s Burr@uggg
Jde Wo Coleman
The situntion was then complicated by the efiorts of
Pitner to sebtle the situstion, by ealling at the heme of
Hra., spirim a second time 4o make an effort to get to the
botton ¢f the case. Bult before anything was accomplished

he was interrupted by the arrival of her husband, and for

yne Minutes oi the Official Bourd of the Pirsi Hetho-
gigt Church Decatur Illingig, 1863-1877, pp. 117-118,
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feay thet she had not mentioned the situation to him, he
proceeded to talk about Mr. Antrim's new house, and never
did get back to his origimal purpese. Thus following the
second call of Pitner and the above resolutions the church
felt things were settléed, when a printed attack on Pitner's
integrity was published by Mrs. Antrim with the help of ome
of her neighbors. Upon this outburst Pitmer called for anm
ecclesiastical trial, which was common at this time as a
means of solving the guestion publicly and in keeping with
the best court metheds of the day. Pitner wrote the fel-
lowing letter to his Presiding Elder on November 21, 1867:

%@?’@ : 's«‘e' ﬁe»? E@%ﬁ@”g&

Dear Sir, I hereby renew my demands for a legal
investigation inte gmrs@ieg against my Ministerial
character, I only consented the delay ocut of deference
to the wishes of my brethren. Please attend to this
matter at your earliest -convenience.

Respectfully

(signed)L. Ce ?itner%i’

The trial was held starting December 10, 1867 undewy
the direction of Jesse H. Moore, Presiding Elder, and the
committee appointed to hear the case were the revereands
We Ao Wilmer, James Shaw, B. D. Wilkins, W. H. Webster,
and Preston Wood, The consels for the defendant were
Reve P, N. Manier and W. J. Hemry. The cousels for the
chureh were Rev. 4. B. Cochran, Seeretary, and Geerge ¥,
Bright, 4sgistant Seerstary.

ks the trial developed, the eossence was unfolded as
earlier memtioned. The Decatur Repablican noted that

Yerowds of spectators are in attendance at every meeting
2f the court.® It became evident that not only Reve Pite
ner's perseonal integrity had been attacked by M¥rs. Antrim,
but that his politiecal preferance had also been attacked

by  some REWSHAROrS. The Decatur Republican was quick %o

%Lﬁakﬁaafraauﬁﬁ@ transeript of the trial, p. 87



podnd out these blasged views of the Douwseraitle "copperboad
popers B the areaj the follewing guete is {rom the Doecomber

18, 1087, iszue of the Decatur Republicams

To these busy copperbeads, whe have used every means
im thelxy power (o spread abroad the reporis of M,
Pitner's alleged improper conducs, we would recome
mend a speedy change of tactics. Their sifort te
fasten the blame of all clerical shortcomings o
the Bepublican purty iz doubtless a very mpleasent
pastline %o théleocoo

The szeal with which the Copperhead paper of the
country hesralded abroad gwroled and incoxrrect
statewents of this affair is in perfoect keepiug
with the eordinary course pursued by the scandal
leving acribblers who control ihemo..Will the Cep-
perasad press take back any of their slamder? The
fagt that he is & Republicanm would not make nis
exrime, if bhe were guilty, any the less heinous.
Willd that fact make his acquittal any the loss
honorable?

in the course of the trial meation was also made of
possible friction existing botween the older cstablished First
Methedizt Church and the new Franklin Avenue Church. The fol-
lowing appeared in the examination of Mpr. Antrim in the BOCEES
@f the triel concerning the work of the church investigating
conmities:

Condlell says we have been wp o your house 0 mee

your wifs and there was a repert pumered Bicg around

about something of Mr. Pitnsr's thoowing a kiss av

yowrr wife, sald I where did you hear it, they said

they hewrd it in the meeting the night before, and

spoken te My. Pitoer about it and he remarked, My

Geod iz that se, ¥ sald (o them how did i% geot oub,

they sald it cawe Irem Mys. Hargis., Condell sadd

there was o fedling between the dwe chuwrehsa, aud

it was a ruser 49 injuwre our Church and wished o

ow if & wouldd not cowme ts chureh on the nexy

Sabbath, akd said that would egy to the peeple

there was pothing ef ibeccssoo ‘
(95 L 30N

Hewever, il aust alse D Baid that (ov much cr@a@an@@ﬁb@

placed en this statement as svidemee of {yiction existing bo-

sween the twe congregations.

197
iy @Eﬁ ..

sranserdpt of the Le ©o Pitwor trial, pp. 44=-30,
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The committee foumd all the specifiecations under the charge
not sustainable and thus the charge of immorality against Pitner
was dismissed. Pitner was exhonerated, but what is more the
integrity of the revival he had instituted was saved and as a
consequence the new building preject. It is amasing to note
that Pitner continued to hold successful meeting in 1868 after
such an experiemnce, which might have thrown guestion on his work,
but the acceptance im the ¢ity of his work continued to exhonerate
bhim. He received & gold wateh and chain from the gou&g men of
the church on Degcember 14, 1867, as a token of their appreciation
for his work. History shews that he left no evil impression on
Mrs. Antrim. Mrs. Antrim was not a member of the church at the
time of the dtrial, and yet in 1834 she was 94 years old and still
an active member in the WSCS of the First Methodist Church.

However, the trial did not c¢lose without some hard feelings
in the church., The members of the 0fficial Board were so anxious
to have their pastor exhonerated, that they found fault with the
manner in which the Presidimg Elder, Jesse H. Moore, conducted
the frial, and they immediately sent their complaint to the Bisbop.

It is the opinion of the author of this paper that J. H. Moore
must have made a real effort to be homnest and impartial in light
of hig comnection tc the town as a former pastor, efficer im the
Union Army over men from this area, and imn light of the follow~
ing statement from his diarys

Lpril 22, 1864, This day I am forty-seven years of
age. I ought te be & wiser and better man. The
greatest desire of my heart is to be a true man,
true to Geod, true to man, true te my country. But
ne Banp ean bope that in his life his motives will be
fully understood. But it is sufficiemt to kmow shat
to be misunderstood does not effect one's real char-
acter, I will try to be homnest theggwﬁeﬁhar I am
understood by my fellow men or not.

However, the charge made by the Official Board was not just
a misunderstanding, It was a erime in the church for the Presiding

Elder to be partial im his judgments, and this charge put Moore in

%3&@%i@§9 volume 3, op. cit., pe 217,
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Jeopardy of dismissal from the Conference. Thereifore, J. He
Moore wrote a letter te the official beard of the church ask-
ing for removal of this charge by a resolution from the beard

t0 the bishop; the following is from that letter:

I have never had a hard word or personal alter-
eation with any one of you that I cam now call

to mind. I have merited and am entitied e your
respeet, but after all I feel that you wronged me
deeply wronged me. This wrong I shall forgive in
any went., VYou have in your official eapacity made
an attack upon and charged me with an offence before
one of the highest functionaries of the church more
hideous inm its nature if not so scandalous than that
upon which: your minister was put upon his trial. All
this I shall fergive in any went. I come before you
therefore asking simple justice at your hands. The
adoption of the resolutions which I hold in my hands
will do me the justice which I demand.

I ask that you adopt them enter them upon the journals
of this board allew me a copy and order a copy fore-
warded to Bishop Kingsley.

44
(Signed) J. He Moore F. Ee.

The reselution stated in brief, that although the FPresiding
Elder had been %charged® with prejudice and partiality that he
had %acted" fairly and impartially in the trial of Bro. Pitner
and in accerd with The Discipline of the Methedist Churche. It

was passed by the board and signed by W. B. Hubbard, the Secere=
tary; however, Pitner still hald his feelings against Moore,
and he signed his name to the records as dissenting from the
reselutions.

In recapitulating the evenits related in this chapter, we
find that the growth of the First ﬁei?@@;si Church under Pit-

% pesd OF
& the period of stagnation

per's direction, took place dud
the chureh during the war, coupled with the population growth
of Decatur during this peried. It is a marvel that the church
éid grow in the light of the trial of PFitmer and the hard fesl-
ings created by this trial, but to call this & complete amarvel
iz to have underestimated the will of the lay wembers ef the
chureh to.live in Christian harmony and forgive as they should

do as Christians.

éé?h@ Official Board Minutes, 1863-1877, the First Methodist Church.
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VIZ

THE FOUNDING OF A4 SECOND CHURCH

Between 1863 and 1868 Rev. A. Bradshaw, a teaporarily
superannuated circuit rider, §&@% his home in Decatur, haviag
@eée&e familiar with the city as preacher of the Decatur Cir-
cult in 1862-63. During his stay he became known to several
members of the ee&mé&ity who joined him in 1866 in the found-
ing of a mew Methodiet seciety. This group was to meet in a
house on the Southwest coraer of Franklin Ayenue and Cerre
Gorde 8treet, and became known as the Franklin fgenue Church.
For the first months of 1867, the pulpit of this church was
supplied by Presiding Blder Rev. Jesse H., Moore, the first
regularly appeointed preacher being appointed at conference time
in the fall ef 1867545 &%t this conference Rev. L. B. Carpenter
was appointed to the Framklin Avenue Methodist Episcepal Church.
Reve. Carpemter apparently was not unknown to the ecitizems of
Deecatur, for the following comment appeared in the Decatur

g§3§§;§§§§“;§ copneection to the anncuncement of hiz appointment:

MED Carpenter is not altogether a stranger to our

peeple, having preached here om s@verai @gcafig%sg

always with the greatest acceptebility /sic./.

vithin a short amount of time the socliety outgrew its
guarters in the house on Franklin Ayenue and the guestion of
constructing a new k@iléing was raised. J. T. B. Stapp and
de d. Peddecord made a friendly deal that enable the congrega-
tion te raise the money necesgsary to build a chureh; Stapp
agreed te previde §8,000 if Peddecord would provide half that

%52% is not knewn whether Rev. Bradshaw preached in the new

chureh in 1866, There is alse some guestion as to the date of

the founding of this church. The record made by W. F. Gilmore

in 1897 in the Membership Roles of Grace Church (manuseript in
possession of Grace Methodist Chureh, Decatur, Ill.} lists the
first organization of this church in 1867, approximately in

Mareh, while the Hostess Reference Book (published by the Women's
Home Missionary Society of Grace M. E. Church, Decatur, Ill., circa
1620) lists the founding date as 1866. 'In noting the reference to
the new congregation as early as Janusry 18, 1867, in The Official
Board Minutes of First Hsthodlist Dacatur,. the 1866 date seen more
plausible, -

éﬁﬁagaﬁaf Republican, September 26, 1867.
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amount. With the example of Stapp and Peddecord other members

made slizeable conitributioms, which are listed below:

de Te Bo Sﬁ&pﬁ)eeeeeecoegoesceeeoeaeeooeooeoeeegggagge%
Je de ?@ééécéﬁéﬁeeeoeeeooeeoeoeoa.saoéeoeeeoeeeéggggs%
B Se ghéliﬁéafgeﬁ‘naoebeoceeeeooeooeso.esoeeee92§§2596{}
George PriegfeccccocccccscsssoscvosonscensoanesonydideUl
Filliam %@w%?%%eeeooeeeeeeeoaoeo.aeee&eoeeaceeaé 800,00
‘Boyd, Haskel, and Myers (each $1,300.00)ccs00008,800,00
a@@?g@ S%axeeﬁ@‘.‘ﬁ.eoﬁ".QQ'QGGQQQ.QQQQGQQQG051 g@@e@@
Izaac S&@llaéag‘g@r““ee.n..e.ee.eeeeeeeeaeeoaeQS(}(} 00
Samuel K. %in@l%y’eeeeaeeéeeeteneoa»eeeeoe;eoeeeoeézaegg

Total of the ,,  $25,315.60

firet major subscriptiom

The final cost of the building was $35,000
tude of the congregation to Bp. Stapp for starting the first

o But the grati-

gubscription and donating the land on which teo bulld a parsopnage,
was strong encugh to bring about the naming of the new church
Stapp's Chapel. This name was kept for twenty years, and changed
in 1887 during the pastorate of G. E. Scrimger to Grace Chureh.
‘The loss of such men as listed above from the roles of the
First Methodist Church might well be expected to be a major finan-
cial question., Action was taken January 18, 1867, to determine
whether the pledges made and overpaid te First Church should be
left in the First Church 'treasury or transferred to the Franklin
Street Chureh., The result of this investigation was asg follows:

Cemmittee on conference with Franklin S§t. Chureh in regard
te finances reporied threugh Bro. Condell that they had
agreed that each charge should take care of its own fi-
nances, That a few leaving here had overpaid 'the amount
subgeribed by them for the tiwe they remained here, and
that the committee had agreed that this should be refunded
them. The tﬁaggﬁsr of members is left with Bre. Pitner
and Commities,

We cannot be esrtainm that all of the wmembers of the new
church came directly from the First Church congregation, or that
they were recent converts to the Christian faith under the Pitner

revival 3 however, there was mere indication than the abave state-

%gﬁélmg§%§ “Ope €ite
%5% Official Board Minutes of the §Erst Methodist . ﬁsureég
Decatur, L%é&wiS??g Pe 10U, o
It is interesting te note that in the same m&naserggt four
years earlier, J. T. B, Stapp and J. J. Peddecord haed given $22.50
each in their class offering im which the standard donation was ap=-
proximately ome to two dollars, with W, J., Condell, E. M. Hemkle,

and W. T. Stamper the only others in the game rank as Stapp and
Peddecord. {(pp. 17-19)
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ment as to their transfer. In L8628 the membership of the First
Church had dropped from 8577 in 1867 teo 566, but with a continued
addition of people: ineluding 150 probationary members (some of
these from the previous probatiomary list of 1867}, and sixteen
adult baptisms. There was also a markeé difference betwsen the
two churches in evamgelism; the 12B-member Stapp's Snépel had
only five probatisnary members and mno adult b&ysisés? and only
ten children were baptised, tAius hx&fa&?ﬁﬁ* PronsFereb  miwbets
o0 @*éhéizwéﬁ%é§§i§§*§§§§%§ﬁ§§’§§§ definite altercation between
the charter members of the Franklin Avenue Church and the members
of the First Methodist Church, except the one reference made’ in
the trial of Pitner. The basis for drawing any conclusions as

to the reasons for founding a second chureh is not to be found

in feuds, but in the growith that characterized the ¢city and the
church in this period. The energy that had been used for war

was turned teoward the chureh and the community and the peried

of stagnation of war m&@gﬁprepar&ti@% for this peried of growth.

VEIZXZ
Methodist Minerities

The Germans

Bad political and economic conditions in western-Burope
gent &8 flood of German immigrants to seek their foriunes
in America during the years from 1830 to 1860, This im-
migration became particularly large during the forties,
and in 1847 &igﬁg more than fifty thousand entered the
United States.

In conmnsetion to the first germgiggiﬁt%ﬁéé country, the

Methodists had made no effort to serve them or include them

in the HMethedist Chureh, partially due to the languistic temn-
agity of the Germans. However, with the great wave of Germans
that began coeming to this country in the 1830%s, the Hethodists
began to realize the possibility of working with this groeup. The

editor of the Western Christian Advocate began to urge that some-

thing be done among the German population. William Nasti, a young

German who had come to the United States in 1828, was appeinted to

%ggwaeég Methodism in American History, p. 270.
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begin the German work in Cincinmati in 1835, This was the
beginning of an aspect of the Methodist Church that developed
inte four separate conferences before 1864,

By 1850 many of the newly-arrived German immigrants had
found their way out imto the land of the “Middle Border®, some
of them settling in the Decatur area, and especfally southwest
ef Decatur in Boody. In 1LB50 began the seeds of what developed
into the Trinity of German Methodist Episcopal Church at Deca-
tur and the German Methodist congregation at Boody, with the
conversien of Friedrich Nienther. Bro. Nientker called for a
pastor and missionary to come to the area, amd in 1858 Rev. R.
Schobe was sent to Decatur and Dr. Peter Yenner was sent to
the Beody area as a wmissionary. The Boody Church then was united
with the Decatur Church under the same pastor from 1855 to 1871,

The ovamgelical effeet of the presence of a Gexmaa—speakiﬁg’
church can be seen in the fact that between 1858 and iSSS‘ﬁhere
were 79 adult baptisms in the German Methodist Charéh el Dsecatur:
however, due either to mobility of these people or to the ap-
pearance of the United Brethern Church, the German Methodist
Church grew only from twenty-eight im 1856 to fifty-four with
fifteen probationary members in 1883.

The svangelical work of the German group was advanced by
the work of F. William Hiedermeyer, who had been pastor of the
Prinity Church in 1856=58, and had retired from the conference
and located at Decatur in 1862. In 1866 he and a lecul preacher
from Boody started work ameng the Germans at Mowequa in 1866,

Fo William Hiedermeyer also illusivates the movement of the
Germans inte the Baglish-speaking chureh, for in 187% his

name appears in the Ufficial Beard minutes of the First Metheo-
dist Church as a member of that board.

During this early period the church was a missionary dis-

triet under the Illinois Conference, but in 1864 the Sudwestliche

Deutche Konferenz was formed in the Gemeral conference at Phila-

delyphia. This new conference contained 87 preachers and 5,308

mombers., The Districte of this cenference were Belleville,
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Burlingten, St. Joseph, Kansas, and Saint Louis. In 1878 the

Saint Louis Conference was @@%ﬁ%%igheé with 100 preachers and

8,244 members, and it grew to be 149 preachers and 10,923 mem-

bers in 1801,

It was in this period that Philip Kubl served the Trinity {Decalsr)

Gemeinde or congregation in 3%81e18825 Kuhl was born in Darme

stadt, Germany, March 17, 1814, He came to America in his late

teens and settled in Beardstown during 1840. After two years

in Beardstown he joined the German Methodist C&mrc%g
B

fhere the Illineis Conference received him on %r;a%
in 1845. He served as Presiding Elder of the Quincy District in
184% and as superintendent of the frphan fsylum and Bducatieonal
ingtitute at Warrenton, Misscuri. He was sent to six general
conferences between 1852 and 1872. He died while serving the
Burlington, Iowa, church, on Jume 28, 1887. He was acclaimed

by James Leaton as ®a.leader in. Western German. Methodism."

Ho one of the Cerman ministers was morve widely known or
moere highly esteemed in the territery in which he labored.

80

it was shortly after the pastorate of Kuhl that the Trini
Gemeinde decided to build a new church. The compound lot on

which the church and parsonage were to be builil was purchased

from David L. Hughes and his wife for $500.00 and from the

Citizens Street Hailway Company of Decatur (D. 8. Shellabarger,

president} for $1,700.00. The lot was bought in February, 1887,

and the church and parsonage were erected on this lot the same year.
In 1902 the Trinity Gemeinde bhad reached its zenith with 1189

members, 21 §r@bati0ﬁafi@§§ and a Sunday Schoeol &f L10. It was

not the failure of the church that brought about its demise in

- 1920, but rather the inability of the Germans %o hold to their
ethnie and linguistie customs. Many of the members, such as

¥, William Niedermeyer, had been drifting to the English-speaking
churehss in Decatur. Op May 11, 18518, the thirty-five members of
the congregation passed the following resclution (with some hope

of contipuing the church):

sgiga%@ﬁg Volume 3, op. ¢it., po 192,
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&g the present locution of the Trinity Methodist
Episcopal Church of Decatur, Illincis, that we, the
undersigned members of said chureh agree to and give

our consent for to %@5& the present church properiy

at the gest price obtaimable and authorige this @#f-

ficial Beoard to seel such property and purchasgla

more suitable location for a place of worship.

The vote was 38 ayes with no opposition. The committee
made up of G. J. Schultz and H, T, Wencke were instructed to
accept bids for $12,000 and no less than $10,000.

On November 15, 1920, the church was sold to the Ceolored
Hethodist Bpiscopal comgregation which had takem the name of
Trinity Colored Methodist Episcopal Church., Although mention
of the building of another church had been made, the document
appearing below iz the last official action of the Trinity Me-
meinde des Deutche Methodist Episcopal Kirches

Albert C. Vitzeman, Henry T. Wencke, August Kusch,
Theodore Sheppard, Charles and John Kusch, as trus-
tees of the German Methodist BEpiscopal Church eof
Decatur, Illineis (also known as the Trinity Metho-
dist Bpiscopal Church of Decatur, Ill,) by virtue
of power and authority conferred upon them by the
reselutions hereto attached and made a part of this
instrument TO

8o Lo Pucker, C. ¥, Taylor and Iszaiah Teyler, as the
trustees of the Trinity Coleored Methodist Episcopal
Church of Decatur, Illinois, and their successors
in office forever, conveys a btract 485 feet insgiéﬁh
off the entire East side of Lot 13 [8tc ccess

The African Metheodist Church

The first organization of the African Methodist Chureh

was a convention called by the Bethel Socciety in Philadelphia

91 spgtract, No. 173981, showing title to E. 45 ft. of Lot

13 in &llen McRaynolds & Co. additiom; made for the Trustees
of The Trinity Colored[Christian]Methodist Episcopal Church--
prepared By de Re Larson, Official. Abstracter ef Macon Co.
Illincis-~County Building., Decatur, Illinois.

égéisstrac‘é No. 173981, document 125314. The Saint Louis

Conference was dggéaﬁ@@é in 1925. Thus the Decatur church pre-
ceded the demise of German Methodiam by five yvears.
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in 1789, in objection to the practices of discriminaticen. The
Bethel Chapel had been dedicated by Bishop Franecis Asbury im 1793.

The orgenization of Saint Peter's Lfrican Methodist Church
in Decatur during l863 came just tem years after the first Negro,
Steve Stewart, had setiled in Decatur and opened his barber shop.

The first organizational meeting took place im the Masonic
temple in the downtown area, under the direction of Elder P.
Heyer. Like the pioneer Methodist Church, they held services
in various places for two years. In 1868, Captaip Bllen of-
fered the congregation two lots onl his estate as a lecatien
for a building. The only stipulation placed upon this was it
would revert %e the Allen estate. The building was erected in
1868, This first building and three of its suececessors met
their fate by burning,

The early St. Peter's Church ran a schoel for Negro
children in the building until 1874 when the children were
&ﬁmgéteé to public schools., By 1876 the church had grown to
forty members with a building value of $1,500. They had a
corresponding Sunday School of 40 members,

The present building was erected by this group on Green-
wood Avenue in 1927. The building fund and drive were set im
motion by Rev. J. H, Sydes, and lasted through the pastorate
of Rev. L. M. D. Washington to be cempleted under the direciion
of Rev. R. H. Hackley,

The Christian Methedisgt Chureh

The Colored (remamed Christian in 1956) Methodist Episcopal
Church like the African Methodist Chuwreh, was formed as a separate
body from the Methodist Church proper. While the African Metho-
dist Church had been o northern church until the pest-civil war,
era, the Colored Methodist Church grew out of this post-civil
war era in the South, In 1866, the Negro members of the Metho-
dist Episcepal Chureh, Petitioned the cehwrch for their own sepa-

rate church, and this request was granted in 1870,
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With the movement oi the Hegro population btoward the North
foliowing the war, it is wmost Likely that this church orgapisza-~
tiew would be foumnd im a city such as Decatur im the central
Illinoisregion. Though no exact date is knownm for the forming
of this chureh imn Deeatur, it would not have beem too lomng priop
to 1920 when the follewing election wes recorded:

I, Revd $. 5. Lancler do solemenly swear, that at a

meeting of the members of ME Church held at Deecatwur,

in the County of Macon and state of Xllineis, on the

first day of November £, D. 1920, for that purpose

the followimg were elcted as trustees oi said society,

te writ, %o Lo Tucker, &, W, Taylor, ilsaih Taylor, ac-

cording to the rules agg ugages of the Colered Hetho-

dist Episcopal Church.

It was also on this day that the church adopted the cor-
porate name of Trinity Methedisi Episcopal Church. Following
its official organization the congiegation bought the German
Hethodist Episcopal Church building onr the 15th of Noveaiser,
1920, As to the origin of this congregation we can onrly go
back to the legal abstracts.

Conclusisn
T s N e e

It must be noted in concluding this chapter that the growps
Ligted above were not and are nobt members of the Methodist Church
proper, but were off-shoots of that main body as early as 1787
and as late as L8700, wita the Germans forming their oun con«
ference in 1864, However, the Germans lost their identity with
their language and mirged with the Methodist Chureh again in
1925, and the other Hwe groups in gquestion are not mewmbers of
the Methodist Church preper due to the continued restrictions
against people of their coloyxy in this country. Vhen and iF
such segregation breaks down completely, there is a great pos-

sibility thet these greups will cease to be “Mirorivy Methodists.h

AR

‘abstract No. 173981, document 124692,

€5
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IX

Mutations ¥ithin the Church

The period from 1850 to 1920 was a periocd of growth for
the United States and a peried of urban development. It was
within this period that the church underwent variocus radical
changes in expressing its internal organization and its evan-
gelistic efforts. It was within this period that the chuxrch
of teday was conceived and borne.

The early chureh in Decatur was more a part of the church
of Jehn Wesley and the American Bishop Francis Asbury than it
was of the church of the present. It contained the early cele-
ments and means ¢f conducting its organization and business
that the earlier Methodist sccieties had employed, The class
groupe that were to be found in the pioneer church and the
church of the mid nineteenth century had originated in England
under the inventive genious of Captain Webb and the continuing
guidance of John Wesley. The first class was organized as a
means of ralising money for the Methodist society in Bristol
when ¥ebb and VWesley remodeled a Toundry for this seociety to
meet in--the class was composed of twelve people who would
donate a penny & week to the church and what they didn?t have
their leader ¥ebb would give. Wesley saw the way in which
this could be employed for study and prayer, and also the
way imn which this could £it into the erganization of the socisty
and provide some practiecal means of keeping in teouch with each
member of the Methodiszt Societies from the top leaders down to
the class leader, and from him to his classes. Thus, the elass
became an integral parit of the Methodist groups. This class
was in no way connected to a Sumday School class, for the Sunday
School clags was & peparate and individual contribution %o the
chureh in the 1830%'s. The class was made up of no mors than
ten o twenty people and met at any time during the week which
was convenient for ite members.

In Decatur First Methodist Church in 1863 evidence of the
strength of the classes was teo be seen in their fumction in

gathering the pastor's salary:
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The stevards appointed the esgtimating commities re-~
ported the sum 9f $1280.00 guarterage to be paid to
B, Hiner pastor for serviece suring this conference
year. fHald amount...and the Presiding Blder's €laim
appointed to the different clasgses in Decatur Station
é§££lawiﬁg this was the apportionment of the amount
needed among the classes in exact amounts to each

clasE/e "

However, though the classes were strong in 1863, the growth

in the number of church members and the increase in the business
and community activities had their effects upon the people and
perhaps upen the system of classes through the people whe were
members of them. The gradual change of the distance of time
@a§§£a¥e caught up with the system, for aiieg the 1860°%s the
classes began to wane. In 1872 efforts to retard the demige
of the class system resulted in channeling the classes into
a General Class.meeting to be held on the first Sabbath of
every month. Im 1873 a committee on classes and revivals was
appointed, consisting of Gorin, Condell, Baker, and Taylor.
The report of this committee shows concern over the gradual
decline of the classes.

It was recommended that assistant leaderse-or rather

additional leaders--be appointed; that we do our best

te revive the classeg and to that, visiting the members

ghould be observeds aﬂgstha% we bold an old=fashioned

Methodist revivaleccoo

By 1874 a gemeral slump in the ecenomy had begun, and
lack of the class system to include the whole church as a means
of supporting the church became evident. It was in Jume of
1874 that the envelope system of collecting the offering was
instituted for the first time in Decatur. No longer were the
classes a cohesive force withim the congregation, able to
support the churchk through their pledges.

In the February 22, 1886, meeting of the Official Beoard,
the name class had been dropped and the name Cottage inserted.

But, as muck as the name makes. them sound important. (one .cottage.

5§%§@$§ias%es~g£ the Qfficial Board of the First Methodlist

Church, 1863-1877, October 86, 1863, pp. 14-15.
554pid., November 10, 1873, p. 221,




fow each ward of fthe city), thelr strength and uniiy was &

far cry fvaer the classes of L6 for im 188Y the following

motion was made and carwieds

Hotion prevailed to employ 8. $. Ewing for ene month
et o salary of $145.00 3o coanvas the membership, se- 56
cure pledges and provide all who need them with envelopes.

Dupring the pericd of the Jdecrease of the power of the classes,
functions of the Official Board became stronger. In respect o
the things which the classes had probably been doing among their
poorer members, the following motion was made in 1864

n mobion resolved that we will take a coeliecetion on

the first Suaday %gening each month for the poer of

. 2

our congregatiok.

The newly-established poor fund treasury was used to disburse
a load of weod fer Bro. Moreland in 1868, a cord of weood, and
a saek of flour %o sister Miller im 1847, Reports from the
pastor in seeing %o the cars of the needy awe such as the one
that follows:

Bro. Leaton reported the family of Mr. Locum oem N.

Water St. as being in & destitute conditon, and sev-

eral bretheren agreed to respant_iﬁiei? to thelir neg-

sesities by contributisn. (o motion Bro. shull has ree

roried as certain the needs of Bhe. Sleoat aaé‘ﬁ@mi1y§@
with power to draw on the treasury of the poor fund,

&& has been seen in the mutative change from the class
system to the gawre for the needy by the whole church, the church
had become more of & valfied jgreup cemntered in the Official Beard
rather then in the clesses which made up bthat church. It was
in this peried thoat the church became more of & separale ene
tity within the community than it had been previously. Frior

4o L8854, the Chureh had been interlocked wiih the comuuniity:

5
Qﬁﬁgggcial_ﬁoaw& Minutes oi the Piyrst Methodisl Church,
Japuary LB, L8¥7-Uecember 7, 1880 lwanuseript in the posséssion
of the Higtorieal Commlittes, the First Methodist Church, Decae
tur, Eil.} Hovember 14, L8887, p. L5l.

5Y oy G L , .
Ibid., 180G3-1u77, Oetober 17, 1864, p. 41

BE_. . . ; o . .
ibide., Wovember 2, 1878, p. 342,
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the comimng of the eircuit pridepr was a social event for the

whole town. The town board elected the first trustees and

the Methodist Revivals was a secial event thai concerned the

total community. But with the appearance of the complex and

growing population of the city that started in 1835, the church

came into itself, gathering in its classes and its social functions.
The Sunday School activity became sironger among the child-

ren in an effort to interest them in the church, as is seen im

this article which appeared in the Decatur Republican:

The teachers and scholars of the first M. E. Church
sabbath School repaived te the falr grounds yesterday,
headed by the Decatur Silver Band, and enjoyed them-~
selves in partaking of an elisquent and sumptous pic-nic,
The appearance of church socials in the late 1860's and
early 1lB870's i

evening together once every two weeks, but with the demise of

% may seem nothing but the emjoyment of anm

the class system and the change of the community, it became
necessary for the church to hold together its members by a
different m@anse§§ The ocecurrance of sociables must alsc be
seen in the light of the church ban on entertainment during this
peried.

The erigin of the Methodist concern with morals was the
same as that of the class system; John Wesley, Wesley would
admit anyone te the societies that wanted to know the Christian
way of life, but was very quick to expel any person that did not
Live up to the @ﬁrai expectations of that Christian life. The

effect of VWesley's views on morality camn be seen in the question

5§T§e Decatur Republican, June 18, 1868,
ﬁﬁfﬁ@ sociable also bore great similarity to the class, which
is pointed out in the following quote from the Quarterly Conference

Records of Stapp's Chapel and Grace Church, L867-1882, p. 15.

T & church sociable has recently been organized to meet weekly
at private residences and promises much good in the culti-
vation of the social ePement and in the promotion of a Spirit
of Unity and love,

Therefore, the formation of the sociable in light ot this quete is

& convincing proof of the demise of the class,




of the use of liguwer which came before the General Conference
of the dethedist Chupreh in 17086

If any member of our sociely retail or give spivituous
liquors, and anything disorderly be transaeted under his
reel on thelr acecount, the preacher, who has the overw
sight of the circuit shall proceed against him, as in

the euse of other lmmoralitics and the person accused
shall be cleared, censured, suspended, or excluded, ac- 5
cording to his conduct as on other chavrges of immorality.

The question of morality became & common guestion in the of-
ficial beoard minutes. The question was, “Aire there any who walk
disorderly?* 4{ne case wggﬁoteﬁ in 1863, but no more were to be
seen until 1865. The numbder of cases in the Deecatur Pirst Metho-
dist Church eofficial board began to increase with the demise of
the strength of the classes, for previocusly the class probably
- investigated the occurrence of rumors such as wag reported in
the foklowing:

It being stated that there are evil reports concerning

Bro. David Strolm. Ok motion a commitiee of three was

appointed %o investigate h&ﬁ case and report at the

next official meetingoecos
n Deecomber 17, brother Strohm was found to be imngcent of the
rumors asbroad. If the cherges concerning unchristian conduct
were serious enough, and valid, the offender wasz asked to with-
draw from the church.

By 1870 another eclement other than the history of ihe Metho-
dist Church bed entered intce the comcern of the Firat Methodist
Chureh over morality, that clement being the appointment of
Rev, James H, Moble to the charge im 186%H. In 1870, starting
in February, there was a wave of cases that came before the
board, such as the following entry for one meetings

Bro. Chals. Halb reported as walking very disorderly &

Bro. Gorin having talked to him promiges amendment. Wal.
Lo Smith and wife reported haveing borene /sic,/ with thea

&ﬁw@@%g Methodian in jimerican Histery, p. 136 (underlining
by the authoer of this paper).

82 . » e oy B, -
BH@E@R@&&& Board Minutesn, 1803-iBY7, Dee. 10, L8066, p. 95,
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a leng time hoping they would amen were expunged. John
and ¥r. Swaringsn reported as walking and talking unbe-
coming Christians their leaders appeinted as a committee
to see them. [Nete here that the leaders are appointed

by the board, a sign of the continued effort of the class
to exist, but uvnder & new sﬁaadaré}' Bro. &£lf, Bally alse
reported as acting and talking enbecoming a Christian.
Gorin and A. Imboden to see him. The Girt family reported
as doing Badly.Bro, Baker to see them, No other business
we adjourned.

During the next yéag,f@ag other cases of disorderly conduct
and habitual drinking were brought up before the board; one of
these involved the expulsion of Bro. Charles Halt, and the other,
a trial of a member for drinking. The efforts of Rev. Nobel to
raise the meorals of the church, had become evident in the conduet

of the efficial board, and by 1871, the board made mote of this:

In looking back over the past two years, we feel highly
gratified in the faet that the membership of lst. H. E.
Churech, has beem highly edified and instructed in spiri-
tual matiers under the Presiding of our beloved Pastor
Jo He HNeble, who bhas been untiring in his labors te edu~
cate the members of the church and the congregation and
raise them up te a higher elevation of morality and it
give ‘us pleasure to be able to testify that he has been
eminently successful in his efforis in this regard, as
alse in the able manney in which he has conducted the
affares /Sic./ of the church which today occupies higher
grounds than it has ever dome before since its formation.

The concern of the Methodist Chureh, as a total amit, had not
died over the guestion of mewality in the chureh; imn 1872 the
General Conference passed the feollowing items at Brooklyn, New
York, among which was the concern fer meorality:

The important legislation enacted was the recognition

¢f the newly formed Women's Foreign Missionary Socisty,

which had been organized in 1880...3 the recognition of

the Freedmen®s 21d Society; the adopiien of a plan for

the forming of Bisitriet Conferences; the adoption of a
rule on amusements, which specifically condemned the

égﬁffaexal Bearé ﬁlﬁ&tesg 1863-1877, Pebe 7, 1870, p. 1EG,
“pia,, suly 17, 1871, p. 174,
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buying, selling, or using intoxicating liquors; dancing,

playing at games of chance, atiending theaters, herse-

TRces, a%gcuses, dancing parties or patrenizing dancing

scheools.

By 1876 the question of imforcing this rule against amuse-
ments came before the official board of the First Metbodist Church.
Bro. Gorin moved that the rule be enforced against “dancing and
all other worldly amusements,® and it was carried unanimously by
a rising vete: Januvary 24, 1876,

In the next itwo years eleven cases of theatre attendance
were noted and taken care of. Cases vere usually dismissed with
the acknowledgement of the complaint by the person in guestion
and & statement of change of habit. The circus was imncluded as
a ®werldly amusement® and people were brought into question by
attending such things; the following appeared in the board min-
utes of 1877: ‘

Bro. Bayne acknowledged havimg attended cirecus. On

motioaﬁ%t was decided ta,ggar with him in view of the

confession made to Board.

However, it must not be assumed that the scorn of the
church upon the means of worldly entertainment cannot be said
to be just narrow view. The theater today is as differemnt from
the theatre of the growing city of the post-ecivil war era as
the church today differs from its predecesser. The foelleowing
item appearing in the Qecaéﬁyygapablicéﬁ“in 1868, although not

typical, still peoints out the éiiﬁé?e&eé mentioned:

Last Friday znd Saturday evenings that portion of our
citizens who delight in witnessing bloody and brutal esx-
hibitions, were entertained by a series of fights between
a bull-dog and a2 black bear, at Macon Hall., The inhuman
wrétches who cater to a depraved taste by advertising

and giving such brutal entertainment should be arrested
and fimeﬁmen~§$§e$ai principles, if we have no law cover-
ing the casoc.

%5$§@%ée Methodism in American History, pe 325,

8%0¢sicial Boara Minutes, 1877-1896, August 27, 1877, p. 18.
67 ‘ ‘

The Decatur Republicam, January 30, 1868.
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However, we would consider ap attack upon dancing and
card playing a somewhat narrow view when they teook place in
the home. The following note was made in 1876

Bros. Condell and HMitchell were appointed a committes

te visit Bro. and Sister Greef im relatiom to charges

of having social dances and card parties at their resi-
dence, -

[ene week later/...moved that Bro. Condell and Pastor

walt on Bro. and sister Greer and inform them of coh-

seguences of their propesed action as to dancing par-

ties at their residence.
/tWo weeks later then the second note/

==

The Pa%ter reported Br@: gnd Sistermérggﬁ ag having with-
drawn from the church without letters,.

The chureh todey would not consider the banming of card
pilaying in the beme and dancing in & private residence as a
serious moral gesture, but it must be remembersed that the
communities in which the Methodist Church exists today are
much different than the merally instable and extremely newly
developing cities of the post-civil war era. The results of
these cases cannot be disputed, in that they helped the people
within the church to realize that there was a connection between
baptism and their daily lives. Hor were all the cases that
appeared over matterse of & less conseguentisl manner. Beitween
Hovember of 1876 and August of 1877 several cases of serious
matters develeoped. Mr, McComss was charged with using bribes
to sway votes im his favor fox the office of County Prosecuting
Lttorney., and investigation was undertaken by the church. Mre
John Dilman was dismissed after bhis conviction for larceny, and
C. B. Prescott was removed of false charges rumored that he was
swindling his customers. James Fowler withdrew from the church
under charges of adultery with his niece,

Important iteme to the Christian Community of the church,
suech as the ability of the members to behave in a brotherly

fashion toward each other, were brought before the board. In

ﬁgﬁffi@iai beard Minutes, 1863-1877, np. 346, 348, 380,
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187¢ & case of disgagreement betwsen “brothers®™ Baily and Thrall
was settled, after which the two agreed to “walk in Christian
love and barmoby." In 18885 a family gueryel came befors the
board for investigation. The man of the family in question was
ordered to withdraw from the church if he could not returm to
his wife and live in peace and harmony with her after she had
offered to make ammends for her actions. No fimal notation
appeared as to whether the persons appointed to the committee
of investigation were successful in patching up the marriage.
£fter this period of 1870-1890 the itrials of the members
of the congregation were dropped from the minutes of the efficial
board, and are assumed to have ended; at least in the case of
theater attendance. ¥For in June « 1804, the First Methodist
Churech accepted amn oifer from the Upera House as a meeting place
during the time im which the olé church building was to bs Lorm
down and the present one to be build ip 18085.
But in eeontinuing in this peried, the effect oif the trials
was evident in the establishment of the sececiable in 1872 and
the growing use of the revival as a means of entertainment. By
the geparatien of the congregation from such means of entertain-
ment as the theater and the ¢ircus in the 1870°'sy the Decatur
stage had been set for the great revival under RBev. James P.
Dimmitt in 1882, But the comncern of the church over the “warmth®
of religious feelimgs and the comnection of this comncern to
the revivalistic method of ceonverting nonbelievers, was rooted
in a peried when Decatur vwas nothing but wild prairie grass
and iiewers. To congider the revival and its growth and muta-
tion, we must consider its teotal growth on the American scene.
The birth of the camp meeting in Kentucky with the bagin-
aings of the great frontier revival of 1800 was possible due to
the fronitier situation in whick it was spavned. The camp meseting
held at Steven's Steelement in 1830 was just such a fromtier phemo-
penon. The camp meetings in Macom County were common gathering
for the inhabitants of the area. The Cumberland Presbyterians

bad established camp ground at Mt. Ziom, %@téi@&@m, Horth Pork,
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and Priends Creek and the Methodists had set up such a camp at
ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ.ﬁiig&éa ¥hen the various revivalistie groups came into
Decatur proper, they took the camp meeting with them establish-
ing a camp west of town.

The camp became Oskland Park in the 1884°'s when the Citi-
zens Railway Company leased the land,{the street-car line being
built to it in 1884 and a large wooden tabernacle built there in
the same peried). Albert F. Smith was manager of the park and
seon had prohibitionist speakers at various meetings because of
his personal feeling about liquor. The camp became a chataugua
grounds, and the camp meetings lost the flavor that the pioneer
preachers such as Wilsen Pitner had given them in their sarlier
days. The camp meeting moved from a religious social gathering
to a social educative gathering as the fromtier left it behind
in s@ttled arease

The revival itmelf was a little more adaptable to the growth
of towns and ¢ities and it moved imndoors away from the great camp
meetings. Revivals such as that of Levi Pitmer took place in the
evenings over long periocds of time. The Pitner revival itmelf
was actually periods of afternoon and evening meeting meetings
lasting for several weeks at a time from October of 1888 to Februe
ary of 18€8. Some of the meetings were held during the day in the
winter due to the rural nature of part of the community; that is,
some of the farmers would be able to attend mid-merning meeitings
in the winter after their basic chores were done.

The participaticn of the congregation was essential to the
later revivals, where the frontier meetings had been centered
only on the preachers. In 1877 a suggestion for a revival was
turned down, not beecause it was not needed, but because the con-
gregation was not yet ready to make the reqguired efiort to support
such meetings and bring them to success.

The element of entertaisment became the drawing card of the
revival where the eclement ¢f a sccial gathering had been the

drawing point of the camp meetings on the frontier. The need
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fer emtertainment within the church becawe strong with the ban
on entertainment which has been noted in the 1870°'s. The ability
of entertainment to draw non-church people as well as church people
into the meetinge coupled with the need to reach large numbers of
the rapidly growing population of the city, continued to preduce
revivals when the congregation felt that it could put forth emough
effort to make the revival a su@@ess.sg

The lack of entertainment in the church in 1882 coupled with
the growth of Decatur during this decade made possible the revival
which was the greatest of all in 1882, James Dimmitt, minister at
that time of the Pirst Methodist Churceh arranged for Thomas Harrisen,
the ®Boy Preacher® to hold the revival. The revival lasted 21 weeks
with exeellent results for beth the First Church and Stapptse Chapel.
The evangelistic work of the churches had been in a slump prier to
the revival and beitween them they had reported only about 20 adult
baptisms for the four-year period. In the fall of 1882, the pepu-
latiom of the twe churches stood as follows: First Chureh, 428
members, 15 probationary members, 12 adult baptisms; Stapp's Chapel,
208 segﬁeysg a probaticnary member, and only siz adult baptisms.
The impaect of the Dimmitt-Harrison revival was one of the greatest
for the Methedist Church in Deecatur. 4t conference time.in 1883,
the churches reported the following changes: First Church had
acded 200 members for 625 members, 180 probationary members, 131
adult baptisms; Stapp’s Chapel had gained 138 mewbers for 340
members, 28 probationary members, and 74 adult baptisms.

. Between the two churches thers was alse a marked increase
on the family level as well as the imdividual adult interest in
the chureh, for in 1883 there were some 53 childrem baptized gnd
a teotal gain of about 250 in the two Sunday Schools. The interest
of the family is noted by Bernard 4. Weiseberger as a function of
the period as well as the effect of adult conversions within the

revival itseli.

68@%% growith of the city of Decatur during the period was
directly coupled with the occurance of revivals. From 1860 to
187¢ the population had risen from 3,839 to 7,161 and from 1870
to 1880 it rose %%35?%% 547 while 1t tock a ggeaﬁ ieag from 1880
to 1890% growing te 16, 841 in 1890,



Farting and dealth were real terrors to that gemeration,.
Yhe sentimentalidy whiech vverifloved in the short sbories
oi both the populer and religious presses, hovever mawke
il &t might be, had a foundation imn real anguish. The
prospeet of a familiy reunion in feaven was more teaphily
then anything held out by the prophets of “realism.”

Hevivals were held at various times in the L8cl's and 1890°s
in Becatur, but none of these could sven atiempt to measure up to
the results of the Dimmitt-Harrison revival. The smaller growth
of RDecatur during this period may also have had its eff@ct&>@p0ﬁ
the lack of spestacular succeoss in revivals of these decades, 54le
though the 1880°s were a period of great growth, the Dimmiti-Harrisen
revival had tapped part of that growth, and the growth inm the 1880°'s
had dropped from the 76.4% increase of the 80's to a 23.2% increase.
However, the revival was not dead, altheugh secme devieces that
were to ke its place in the entertainment field, such as the mickei-
pdeon which was %o become the wmotion picbure, were in their infancy.
The appearance of Billy Sundgy, an ex-baseball player turned revivalig

g iPes @reedames
in the middle west in the first decade of the twenticth cemturyj Biily

Sunday was te become nationally lknown, bui he began his first meetings

here in de middle west in such places as Bloomingion and Deeatur, Lllinois,

In May of 1907 Sunday met with the pastors of Decatur and are
apranged for a yevival to be held in Docatur im February of 1908. In
the winter of 1808 part of Union Street was temporarily closed and
a barn-like wooden taberamacle was built at the corner of Union and
Eldorade Streets by bhine pastors, the THCA secreiary, and & lawyer.
The tabernacle could seat 5,000 and was lighted by 430 sixtsene
candle«power eleciric lamps.

Gunday errived in Decatur om February 5, 1908, having come Irom
Bloomington by private car. His reception was indicative of his at-
tractive personality, for he was met by & crowd at the §W&m&@§g,@%m@%wA
%§§§?§ And from thers.after-a day of rest, he glavrted his reviwval.

The opening night ol the Sunday revival was a spectaclie of

unique proportions. The tabernacle was jamned with people, reporters

TO.,. . : , . , .
Welseberger, Bernard A., They Gathered at the River (Little,
Brown & Company, Bosbton, 1958}, p. 217,
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flapked the platform in benches, and the platform itsell was
decked with a Bl8-voice cholir, the ministers of Deecatur, and

ap emmence banner bearing the letters ¥Decatur for Christ.Y
Billy Sunday entered with a flourish, threw his coat off to

the side and began one of his typical roll-up-the-shirt-sleeves
Bermons. Feor approximately two weeks he entertained the eiti-
zens of Decatur with chair smashing, basgeball field dialect,

and rearings at the Devil and his followers in Decatur. Sunday
never stood still during his sermons, and usually lest his

coat, ties, and his starched collar before he was through bless-
ing out the unrevived and the evils of "hoozme.® He preached a
theology of a literal hell, which was common to all revivalistse.
He often won the sympathy and union of the crowd against a sup-

posed enemy, such as saloon keepers, by declaring that he was in

danger and that a planned riot was under-foot., The Decatur Herald
and Review reported that these claims were not credable due t@Véés
constant order in or about the tabermacle during the whele period.
of the meetingse?l

The results of the revival were numerically impressive. The
Swnday staff placed the number of comverts, or those who ¥shook
hands with Sunday for Jesus ,® at 6,200. Tramslated inte actual
memberehip roles in the Metheodist Church there were some sirong
figures, wvhich even though they make the primary figures secem a
little out of proportion, they are nevertheless impressive: by
conference fime, 1908, the First Methodist membership had jumped
from 1318 to 1900 with 150 prebatienary members and from 22 to
400 adult baptisms, and an increase in the zize of the Sunday
School from 840 to 1200. Grace Church (formerly Stapp's Chapel)
also shewed a great increase from 748 toe 1177 members, 25 to 84
prebationary members, 22 to 332 adult baptisms, and a jump in
the Sunday School from 716 to 886. Decatur alsoe feld another
pressure of the Sunday Revival other than growth in numbers im.
the churches. - Just three weeks after Sunday preached his last

sermon, Decatur veted its 62 saloons out of business. However,

'?E?%@ Becatur Herald and Beview, February 19, 1933.
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this was not only work of Sunday. It had been prepared for by
Margaret Crissey, the deughter of the frontier preacher ¥W. S.
Crissey, who with many other people had carried on an untiring
attack upen liguor. The toen then moved back into a “wet spotW®
from L8210 to 19214, and then went dry to the end of the 18th.
amendment in 1833.

The Sunday revival had left lasting effecits. Yet nis iech-
nigue was @gon to die, In Becatur 285 years after the revival

the felleowing statement appeared im the Decatur Herald and Review

in an article reviewing the Sunday revival:s

4 Billy Sunday convert, who is a loyal worker in one

of the Decatur Churches, was asked if he would be in-
terested in a meeting %o recall the famous protracied
meeti&gégaf 28 years ago. He frankly declared he would
not be.

¥hat had happened to¢ the religious fire of this convert?
Had his heart turned to pharisaical stone? No, his feeling was
that ¢f the whole country. The movement away from the revivalise
tic fires that had been kindled om the Kentucky frontier more
than & century earlier was a change in the needs and practices
of ths whele chureh,

The early demons that the revivalists had cursed became
but shadows in a changing society; the **booze® question was
fettled by the 18th. amendment in 19193 smoking became a minor
vié@g the radio pul the theater into the parlor; and the economy
made thrift a vice, The discord é§?%§§$%%%le B00n DEecame IEeCoit=

ciled as asggéypagiéiea

but as views from a different vantage
point upon the same item; the view of science being seen as the
How of creatiom amnd the view of religion as the ¥hy. The Scopes
trial brought this discord to the forefront im July of 1925, put
it was the end of the comtroversy rather than its beginning that
this event marked,

The revival in the realm of entertainment was soon to lose
its appeal with the growth of new means of spectator enteritaine
ment. Baseball began to rise in populariity as Billy Sunday wit-

negsed. But more than sperits of a spectater type, the rise of

72 tpid,
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emotional entertainment in the moving picture made emotional
experiences available to all, The first picture to appear with
a plot was The Great Train Robbery in 1903, and by 1914 David W.

Griffith had liberated the movie camera from the themes of the
nickolodecon and the simple filming of stage action with his
$100,000 production of The Birth of a Nation, By 1817 the mo-

tion picture industry had developed into a multimillion dollar

business, and crowds of people were attrackedeway from the gerish
entertainment of emotional religion te the doors of the mew
#ilickers.®

In summing up the death of the revival and its effeoris as
culminated in the nation and within the churches who had sponszered
Billy Sunday, Bermard £. Weiseberger makes the following observation:

BBilly"® symbolized the price of popularizing religion

and burying its discords in a rush to emroll new church

members. mly a handful of wministers was ready to claim

that he was too expensive. His career came to a sudden

downfall in 1820, not because the church assessed his

worth and decided to do without him, ba%sbecause Life

in America sébruptly turned a new cormer.

&s well as the abrupt corner thait American 1ife had taken,
the Church was turning new cormers in reaching the new members
of the community. 48 the new urban communtities developed the
Sunday Schoeel grew. But with the death of the class greups in
the Methodist Church adult Sunday School classes soon developed.
The Sanday School had one advantage over the church, it was more
mobile;due to its ability to be rum by the church in different
parts of the eity, other than where the church was located. Soom
classes were held in many different parts of the communiiy as
they were in Decaiur during the 1870°s, and thus the mission
had been borm. The mission became a strong means of reaching
into the communiiy and this helped to answer the need for evan-
gelism that the revival had omce filled.

b pevival WS ,
It was also a permanent %@&§§?§t§%§§f§§ in evangelism, the
2

misgion was a continuecus line. The church structurs @a§§%£§r@$w

sion. of its needs and those very needs were im a state of mutatiom

?ggaisaéarg%r% Ope eites po 223,
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betwesn L850 and 1920, The impact of the growth of ths cidy
and industry within the eity had strobg effects on thub come
muniiy and £i% a conseouence were reflected in the actioms of
the church, The %é%@&ing oL the chureh in tals period appears
not teo have been a plan which was prepared %o meet ithe problems
before they arose, but rather the ability to change with the

appearance of new problems and new structures of society.
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X

Missions

Leeording to the commision of God glven to me,
Like a skilled master builder I laid a founda-
tion, and another man is building upon it,

(I Corinthians 3310)

The missicn scheol was one of the most interesting and ef-
fective methods of evangelism that grew up following the changes
wropght in Decatur by the locomotive, ¥The Frentier,¥ im 1884,
The mission is not to be mistaken for a rescue mission for the
downtrodden, although it may have often reached people in such
positions, but rather it was an ovgenized extension of the Jody
of Christ or the church organization that reached out into sec-
tions of the city and provided Christian means for drawing people
together in that areaj i. €., the Sunday School class was one of
the first of such means. Several missions arose in this period
overlapping cach other im time, but not in locaticn. And due
to their separateness in leecation it will be best to relate the
growth of each miselion as a subsection of this chapter, rather
than tackle them im time, for we might lose the connection that
a few of these missions have with the various churches of Deca-

tur that have been built on their foundations.

Jame ‘s Chapel

The first mention of Jane's Chapel as a mission “Sabbath
School®™ oceccurred in 1866. Brother 8hull the superintendent of
the secheol brought his problems befoere the board and after some
discussion it was decided to raise money by a collection to be
taken at the mext Sunday evening service fer the mission school.
The miesion was then supperted financially by the church. The
wame of this school was not Jane’s Chapel dering this periedy

rather it was known by the prosaic name of the "West Mission.®
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Things went guietly with but little mention of the exis-~
tence of the mission in the official board mimutes. In 1873
some mention was made of adding a preaching service sach sab-
bath at the West Mission.,and it wasg decided that Hrothers
Burrough and Barber weuld procur a preacher for every sabbath.
Brother Luttrell was appointed leader of the class. Work al
the mission did not separate the members from the church, for
Burrough and Barber were in charge of the preaching services
at the mission and still hed time to be considered for leaders
of two classes at First Church.

The First Church kept strong financial and moral control
over the mission., In 1875 the lot on which the mission building
stood was sold, and mention was made of looking for another site,
when Mr. Uykoff a member of the beoard mentioned that he had re-
served the land and that the building could remaim there as
long as the board wished, providing the board of First Church
paid the taxzes. In 1876 the integrity of Bd. Lutirsell came
into question iﬁ onz of the many merals trials of this peried,
The follewing action was taken:

Metion: that both classes be united at the mission

to meet on Friday evemings. That Bro. Bd, Luttrell

be cited to appear and answer informally certain ru-

mors touching his character and standing in the church.
The result of this action was the removal of Luttrell from the
position of class leader.

The preaching at the mission also underwent some change in
1876, The question was at first referred to the local members
and the superintendent, and by conference time a minister was
appointed te the West Mission of Decatur. The Mission's first
minister, Rev. J. R. Locke had the privilege of serving two
missions at the same place within two years for after his
first year the name was changed to Jane's Chapel in 1877 and
was knewn by é&isg%&@@ until 1894; when it was é@%&ﬁ%@ﬁ;i@ the

Lo -
years 1882-1883 £ wasplisted ag

. as Fest Miszione

@ffi@i&£ Board Minutes, 1866-1877, p. 331,
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The success of the preaching services at 4:00 P, M. on
Sunday apparently waned after Fev. Locke had tried it for
two years, for in L1879 te 1885 the charge had no regularly
appointed pastor, but its preachers were supplied by the Pre-
siding Bler. Regulaer pastors were gppointed to Jane's Chapel
between 1885 to 1888, but in 1888, the folleowing item received
approval and ended the preaching services:

£t the Paster’s regqguest the Reoard advised that the services

&t Jayne?sligiggy Chapel be a Sunday Scheel and Class

Meeting every Sunday without preaching except at the fur-

ther direggion of the pastor {the pastor of First Church

that is)e

The Offieial Beard of First Church unsuccessfully tried to
throw off its responsibilities at Jane's Chapel im 18882, In
1893 after some effort had been made to get classes to meet
under the directiom. of the Young People's Christian Endeaver
Society and the name had been changed to West Main Street
Chapel, the mission was on its way out. In 1894, the building
was torn down and the leot which had beem given to the First
Chureh by the iZnnuwal Conference in 1892, was used to build a
parsonage on. ‘This early failure of a mission to grow imnto a
church iz not indicative of the gemeral rumn of Missions in

Beecatury as will appear in the next few pages.

Sargent's Chapel

In 1888 & wind-fall came to the beard of %ﬁ%%izsi Metho-
dist Church: for some unknown reason the Fresbyterians aban-
doned a Sunday Scheeol in the &guéﬁeasée%gﬁérﬁ of the city. The

felloving tock place in ansex¥to the new siituation:

The guestion in regard to the Sunday Schoel in the 4th
ward [The fourth ward was east of South Main and South
of E. Prairie Streef] formerly controlled by the Pres-
byterians, what sball we do with it?7 4fter some dis-
cugsgion, Bro. Lunn moved that the Flrst M. B. Church
take the same as & mission school and to be under our
contrel. OQCarried. & motion . M. We per was appointed
Buperintendent . of said Hissieon Schools

?ggffieﬁaé Beard Minutes, 1877-1896, March 8, 1888, pe. 140.
?éﬁiﬁieiai Beard ﬁin@@esg 18771896, Cctober 19, 1885, p. 120,
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This school was greatly advanced by the effori of Miss
Ws Miranda Sargent who had joined the church after 1877. Hiss
Sargent vent into the area arcund the mission school and visited
children and used some rudimentary medical skills winning many
by her actions and cheerful spirit. With the growth in the
school that follewed Miss Sargent's work, the need for perma-
nent guarters arose., In the last of 1885 and the early months
of 1886, Bre. T. I. Coultes, the pastor of First Church, started
a building pregram. Two of the workers in the mission, Mr. and
Mres. B, 8. MeCarty donated the land (sold it to the church for
$1.00), on which & chapel could be erected, sn the 900 bleck
&. Broadway, and the chapel was completed that year. The deed
for the chapel and the property were in the hands of the pastor
and beard of First Chureh and the property was kept by the workers
in the mission, such as E. 8. McCarty, and the board of Trustees
of First Church.

The growth of this mission may have helped deplete the
effect of the West Mission, which was not too far from the
Sargent’s Chapel. But it must be noted that it was net that the
congregation was unwilling to maintain two missions at the same
time, for in 1885, shertly after the collapse of the West Mission,
a Mission was establishedin the northern part of the city. This
migssion was called Wesley Mission,

The work of the congregation itself grew and with the growth
in the missions it became necesgsary to have s assistant pastor
in 1898. Funds were colliected at both the Wesley and Sargent's
Chapel for the support of the assistant and turned over to the
treasurer of Firat Church, who im turn paid the assistant's
salary from the regular funds. The ties between Sargent's
Chapel and First Church were regularly tested by such things
ap sidewalk ordaninances thet called for a sidewalk pzst the
chapel, and a leaky roof which was repaired by the First Church
board in 1802,

By 1915 the Sargent's Chapel had grown to be more thamn a

mission. Im that year the Distriect Superintendent (the new
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nawe ior the Pregiding Eider) appointed Beve A« o Jockish, a
man whe bhad znown She osongpegation fox & yaur BB GG

sitant pastor of First Chureh im 1814, to the Joiut charge of
Sargent's Chapel and Sheren Church. I 1%3Y, ithis joind churge
was broken up and Hev., Jo L. HeGifiin took cun the weork ¢f Sare
gent®s Chapel .z an individueal @hmreh@T
The growth of the community added to the growth of the
work at Sargent's Chapel, and as the c¢ity eunpanded to he moulh
im this pericd, several other churches came into being such as
the new St. James Roman Catholic Church built on B. Clay in L1811,
net top far from where the chapel was to relecate.
In 1925, the District Superintendent bought the Lot on

the cornsr of Maffit Street ard Cleveland Svenus at the ¢ost

=

of #2,000. With the untiring efforis of Rev, J. B déreiie
botusen 1924 and the September of 1023, the Cleveland Avenus
Chureh was born and built from the foundation of the growing
Barpentts Chapsl. The old @ha@pﬁ was sold and bthe furniturs
moved into the new church, which had windows donated by tae
8%, Paul's Methodist Church and the G. 4. He The bell that
had gnece belonged to Stapp's Chapel was also moved from the
old Sargent's Chapel to the new church., On September 1Jd, 1933,
Heva. e He Wells, the District Superintendent, dedicated the
churech that was built on the foundation of the misslien stayted

by the First Methedlist Chureh in 1885,

Sebury Chapel

The appearance of the phenomenon of the wmission was nol the
only result of elforvits made at the PFirst Methodist Church in this
apres. The relatively new Grace Methodist Church saw the needs of

of the eity for evangelisal oubreach and they founded a mission

on the Herth side of the ¢ity in 1887,
4

ey o S .

'g{@@@ Sharon Church wag as ¢ld as the First Methodlst
Church. It arose frem the SievegyCreek camp weeting of

L8306 and met dn- Bagdad Zchool northwest of Decatur after

the Fivst Church groups amoeved to Decatur inm 1831, It built
the building used at the tise of its attachment to Sargent's
Chapel in 18%2.



Thie orgenization took place in Jume 1887, im & roon

of a bouse on the ceoraer of Broadway and [eafland Ave-

nue. Mr. J. D. Spence was ¢lected superintendsnt. By

fall, the school, which was known as the Decatur HMission,

had outgrown iis q&ar%erg and was g@%%é?gnta a house

on the corner of Herkimer and Broadway.

This mission was a rapidly growing school, and by the
fall of 1888 subseriptions had beenmised and the new build-
ing was begun on the second site. This building was dedicated
by Rev., Geerge Secrimger, the pastor of Grace Church., Prayer
meetings, Sunday Schoeol, and an Epworth League gave yitness
to its conitinuing growth and in the fall of 1807 a church sprang
ap from this mission foundation; on Uctober l, 1897, Asbury
Chapel was formed with a membership of 38, This chapel and
Wesley Mission were appoeinted a pastor that same year--Rev.

Ao Wells.

Buring the years 1898 and 1892 the Asbury Chapel was served
by W. 4., Beynolds and 8. C. Pierce respectively in conjunction
with the Sharem Chuwrch. In 1900 the charge @éigg&pplied a preacher
by the Bistrict Supsrintendent. But this was not due to its laek
of growth, for with the appoiniment of ¥W. D. Weems in Sepltember of
1960, 2 continuation of pgrowth was marked by Weems instituting
plans $o build again in 1901, and getting as far with the plans
as to buy a let at the cormer of Pugh (neow Grand Avenue) and
North Main Streets. This buildimg program progressed, and in
1903 the Asbury Chapel was moved to this new building and re-
named the North Main Street Methodist Church.

fe prosperous as this churchws, it was decided with the
égiiéiag of a new church by the Grace Metheodist congregation
just a few bleocks south of their chureh om North Main Sireet,
that it would be better %o joim with the bigger church., In
1905 the decision was made and the union agreed upon.

By Spring the Church was so near completed /Siec./ that

services could be held in the basement. O{n the first

Sunday when services were held, the two Sunday Schools
marched in 2 body froem their respective Churches. The

?gﬁgsaggg %@i@@@@g% Book, Pe S




hool being headed by . B, Y.
rintendent. He continued %o

Wesley Mission

The Wesley mission was first established in 1895 with

the feollowing motion:

Whereas the Youmng People's Society of Christian
Endeavor ¢f this church desiring to advance ithe
pause of Christ and the Chureh in this eity and

to increase the nscfulness of cur Churceh in pare
ticular a Sunday Schoeol in the novthern part of
the city, Ubereas to suceessfully continue this
work they desire to purchase a Lot and erect there
o suitable chapel, therefore be 1V reseived that
we the official members of the Fivst M. B, Chureh
do hereby endorse any action they may have taken
n the premises and promise there our hearty ¢o=
pperation in their further efiorts to the successe
ful geccomplishment of their desires. (ommitice
added %o help: Speaseﬁgﬁo Huff, J. 5. Luboden,
and Milton Johnson sr.

The Wesley wmission coentinued in the hands of tue First
Chureh uwatil 1904 when it beeame the property of the Grace
Methodist Church. ‘The sitvation in which this transaction
took place was the dividing of the town inte bhali by the
$wo churches mentioened., The Ffirst notation of this division
was made in a meeting of Firet Church on Sepltesuber §, 1804

Resolved..  That First M. . Churca of DBecatur will

retire from the {ielc Hopdth of the ralilvroad in De-

catur in favoy of Grace M. B, Chureh as sooh ag

Grace M. %, Chureh shall build a goeod chureh Heoerith

gf the rellroadeo....Tois retirement to mean that

thersalter the Pirst M. B. Chureh teo maintain @%
piace o worship North of the VYabash Hailyoad.

The Lificial Beard Minutes, L877-1806, Jume 17, L8868, p. 126,

gké}’@‘;}i@f‘éﬁ;t Me . Chureh, Dodatur, Iliincis,
Hovember 19, 1908 (in the hends of the histe
churehls pe 10%. This
ful attempt to WETEey

Hoveaber ¥, 1598
el commitiee of :
heele of ah unsuecssns




This action met with the acceptance of Grase Church on
SJune L, 1900 and was made olficinl by Lthe ¥irst Chureh om May
30, 19089, TFhus the Yesley Chapel becaue the property and the
charge #§ Grace Church, In 1927, Vesley Church of Decatur gp-
peared in the (onference rocords under the care of Fannie Be
Sinkhorn., After this it wes and individual charge under the
care of pastors appolinited by the Illinois Conference, and it

is 8till a church today,

Gt Paul 's Methnodist Church

Thiz church unlike the olher missions was started by a
minigter as an individusl mission church under the directiomn
of the District Superintendent rather than under & congrega=
tion. In 1914 Rev. J. C. Brown @%ar@e&%ﬁ?@ﬁfﬁwifﬁfﬁ the east
slde of Decatur ringing door Dbells. In 1915 he had established
the churceh with 202 wmembers, and an intial baptism of 63 adults.

The evangelistic efforts im this period were to be seen
in both tégﬁiﬁﬁion and the First Church., Unaided by any large
revivals such sg the Sunday revival eof almost a decade before,
the mission under the direction of kev. Brown had 138 adult
baptisms and 329 members in his charch, while the First Chureh
with 1940 members had 124 adull baptisms for the saue year.
The efforts of Brown and his fellow preachers bore frult again
in the next year with 21 adult bapiiswe in the mission, 97 in
Pirgt Church, and 83 in Grace Churean.

Under the efforts of C. H. Zooth between LHIE to 192e the

wembership of 8t. Paulls Church had growa to 818, Im 19ZL the

congregation of 755 made plans for a building ana laid tos core

_herstone the same yearv.
Concivgien S . _ L . ,
UGS the church had foumd s new and efiective metieoed of
Feaching into the uanchurened populetion of the ¢ity without

the badgering of what had Getone an emollenal speciaitor play

in the revivai. The churceh hut regalaed its intiante comtact

and sel ocut om & new era im & pluralistie urban community. Upen

the foundation of the picmecr cpmmunity and churen the contemperary
urban parishes were erected by the genseratlions theil sprang up in the

E &3
Eervaie

i

30l tilled by their forefathers.

7o



APPENDIXR



Prominent Mon and ga@ir ﬂwig&&&

{Freom N. H. Baker's “Histery of Macom County™

dJasper J. Foddecordeococooosooii@ryland
{first bank)

Laaber BUrro¥scocccoesocevsceliew England
{Poddecord’s assistant)

dJerome P, GoriReccosceoosesochentbucky
(Peddecord's pariner)

Richard OglesbYoccccososcoae JHeatucky
{Senator)

GENERALS OF THE CIVIL VAR FROM DECATUR

Ri@hﬂx‘d %l@ﬁhym ceeaRew wﬁgeﬂtmck.y
Isaas PUEBcooovcr o0 s oo chibuglky
Go fio Smithessecvos o%nngylvanj,a‘

Hermar Ligheooecoeooee.Switierliand
0880 He MOOPC@eocosonooceblliNOls
HpanglerecoreccccoooasoseFennayivania

{mill in 1840)
Maffitocovosovoosnsoosseansesesliiinown
(miss)
Jobnt BellcocescosconeacsoecasTOnnNessee
(£irst threshing machine)
MaleMooooocoevecssvancasoeceolieDbucky
{second throsher)

Jense gﬁ.m@ Moore

Born S$t, Cladr Co. ITile, 4pril 22, 1817. dJoined M. L. Church
early boyhood.

L837 Attend Mo. Kendree (ollege, gradusted in 1842 with honor

in clageical departmens. Taught at Hashville Ililinois. L1844
Principal of Georgetown Male and Female Seminary. Entered the
Iilinois Conferemce of the Methodist Churceh on tirial 1840, ap-
pointed to Shelbyvilie 1848&. 1848 becawe principal of Seminary
at Paris Tll., dropped from the conference next year. 1854,
Fresident of GQuinéy Circuit Eaglish and Gewman Qollege. L8506 re=-
turned to the Illincis ConferentC.....merved Deecatur im 1BOL,
enlisted im army 1862, Brigadier General 1885. 1868 returned
to the HMethodist Church as a Presidemt Elder in the Decatur
Pistrict. 1868 superannuated frem the church to ge to Congress.
1877 returnsd to Conference after serving LBTS-1877 as U, S
Pension agent at Springfield. 1877 preached at Mechanlcsbury.
superannuated in 1878. 1881 appointed U. 8, Consul at Calloo,
Poru. Died July L1, 1883 of yellow fever. 1880 returned to
Greenvood Cemetary, Decatur, Illineis.




The Sapa of the Second Bullding
CETATE, | S = T .

of the
SRR SATRRRSTE

Firgt Methodist Church

(liotes from the records of the Trusicese~January 5§, L852-January 22,

Januvary U, 1852
Coumitites of Bros. Candle and Elson=--autihorized te¢ purchase
Yhe Wld Jail Jot ¥ as soon as title ascertained--not to exw
caed $HL30.

March 2
Plan of B ©O. Smith adeopled

March &, 1882
Bids let for the building of the churech

March 22, 1882
Moved by Bro..Blson that we accept the proposals of Go L.
Nichols and J, A Patterson to build and furnish a church
ip Decatur according Draft and specificatiens,..carrvied,
Specification a=-=$1820 build and enclose
b= 560 balance of church

Mareh 20, 1852
Bid changed to
Cash Dideooc.$52480 (as before)
Expense of
antiesesecls o4
Beduct on
subseriptiong 250
Totadocosveo o@kﬁ?g“'}

In view of Nichols and Fatiterson changing their proposal so
much gsince their former proposal was accepted: Hesolved thers-
fore that the motion 4o aceept be rescinded and that the lLast
propesal be rejected. Hore that the building comnittee inform
them of the resolution., Reselved that the trusitees proceed
without delay to building said church uader their direction.

August 24, Bo {3« Snith euployed at $L.78 per day to superintend
the building of the church,
Total cost of the completed building under the direction of the

trustees of the churehoscs
svooeepil 000

igea)



SPUCIPICATIONS OF THE TRIAL AGAINST LEVI ¢, PITHER 1867

CHARGES
EMMORAL CONDUCT

§§@eﬁ§ica%i@n Llate

In this, that the sald Rev. Le Co Pitmer did call to see Mra.
Sephia Antrim, while she was alone in her own house, and after
passing the compliments of the day, did say te hery I am your
friend, are you not my friend, why can’t we be friemds, real
friends, But we must be careful what we say or a word might
set the world on fire, or words te this amount., This in De-
catur, Iilinois on the 25th day of Uctober, LB67.

ﬁpecifi@aﬁiam~2mde

in this, that the said Rev, L. €. Fitner,; om the same day, and
datey at the same place and the same oecasion, as set forih in
the 1lst specification did take up Mra. Sophia fntrim’s Photo-
graph flbua /sic./, and asked her to be seated by his side and
introduee te him, the persons whose likenesses were contained
therein, and while thus seated he did, twice, move his seat
nearer the said Mrs. Sephia Antrim, and did lay his hand on
her hand, awd after she had withdrawn her hand, did soon after
lay his hand spon her arms and furthermore, while engaged
looking at the Llbwa, he the Rev., L. E. Pitner did say to the
said Mrs. Sophia Antrim, that he could read faces, that he could
read her face, that he could read all abouit her, except one
thing, or words to this awnount.

SGpeeification Srd,

In this, that he the Rev, L. €, Pitner, affter having been shown
througk the house on his own request, arcese as if %o leave, shoek
hande with MHrs. Antrim, and afterwards stepped to her bedroom
door, opened 1%t and remarked what & nice bederoom; how handy to
have a bed-room off of the sitting room, this on the zame day

and date and on the same occasion as above stated,

Speeifiication 40h,

In this, the said L. C. Pitner did again shake hands with Mrs.
Sophia  Antrim, stepped outside the door put his hand to his
Lips, hissed it, torew i¢ at her, and remarked, "Shall we seal
it when we meelt again.® This al the same place and on the same
day and date as above stated.

Snaglification Bth.

in thisg, that on the 30tk day of Octeber 1867, he the Rev. L. C.
Pitner did again call on Mrs, Sophia Anitvim, at her own house 1o
apelogize and sailid he had felt worried ever szince hisg previous

vigit, on the 285th. day of Octobor, and feared she had not com=
prehsnded his meaning and might be offended at bis mavner during




his previousz vimeit, upom Mres. intrim statiag that szhe was dise
pleased, and that he had talien her to be the wrong person,; he
saids "Ho, 1 always took you to be & good woman.® Her husband
Just then coming to the door, he the Hev. L. €. Pitner, said to
Hrs. Sophia Antrim, “Have you told your husband anything, the
husband coming in befere the guestion was answered by Hrs. Ane
trim, Rev. Lo €. Pitner immediately rose wup and greeted hiwm,
and gaid to him that he had called te look at his house, that
he was studying, house buildimg, that he thought some of re«
biring frem the Ministry and did not know but that he should
soor want to build a house, and therefore desired t¢ leok through
bis, (Mr. Antrin's) house and cobserve the plam of it,

(signed)

Ee. Ws Heoore
Be A0 fKllison

LIST OF PASTORS OF THE METHODIST CHURCHES (F DECATUR
{Some not available)

We Lo DOREERooccozcevoccosolBS9
hssabel E. ?helpSc osv00o00ec A0
Vileon PitnercecocncsocceeoA8SL
Levi SPringelecococcoccoooobBBE
James Mo DickenBoooocooos oo b S0
Bmanuel MelboalfoiosoovooceodB3F
Mones @iﬁmﬁi“& cooescove0osoiBOE
8o Pa ﬁ“?mﬁwé@mawewawcoae@ﬁ&35
Richard Birdccsoses XTI EX cABGE
Mones WobdeoosssoscencosnodBI0
Levi SPTAIREST soecs e v 0 00 hBOT
Bavid CoulsaoticecosccooeooohBBd
E@ii;ﬁﬁ&ﬁk ﬁgﬂﬁm{ﬁe@ﬁzﬁw 9&!&&@0@@»0@1839
Arthur Bradesba¥WicosocsosooolB40
Bopman Allenicescororoson s bBEL
We He CrisgBelscsconoconsosdtB4d
Johm Uather8svscsesosseos o lBESD
Micheel ShunkicecosoovoosseslBdd
Rishard @i&"@s BEERCONOOQ @1@%@‘“‘%%’
Calvin LoWiBecosovevoo  AOET=4E
Joel Goodritbeessova e oe0 1349
Thomas A F200%cos0s009000L8850
danes §. BUched oo 100 1851=52
Be To SterritbececscocanoobBha
Do BarGickecsvorosernoecooltBio
R@iﬁ%@ﬂ gﬁ:ﬁ%ﬁ&?d&zv PeR TR ITEC O 9&85‘%
do HonbgomerFoesosssoe o b8
B Tie Gubthrices s B EA DG afﬁ»ﬁ%?

S s raer oo oo hBOD

Reuben Wo. TravisSoceoceooes18359=60
Jesse He MoOrescescosvosoeolhB61
Robexrt HinePeccocoocooeolBO2=03
Hiram ButleocoosooocoeoclB804=65
Levi Ce Pif;ner svev0voe e bB6G=07
James Lo Davids®Reeeoesoas 1868
James He Nobleccooes oo o LE6G=7]
Ne ¥ HeathBoooooovosoooneolkT&
Te No MCEIroyeoceoscocsoaeold87S
Horace ReedecooncoononolBT4=7H
James Leatoleoceoco woeol@?@"??
We Boe Goo@WilloscoseocoosslhB?B=80
Jﬂme@ p@ ﬁimi'&&e PR GO @ 92881“83
To Lo Coult@Boooceccas o hdd=86
@m@ﬁ% 3%3’:3&3.@1{' CCV O T P0G elﬁ%?“@«i
To fio ParkePcoooovocaosoosoddBE
David Fe HOW@coo o0 0000 tlBR=00
Frost (raftcocccocs e hB897=1000
He ©c GibbBBocoscocscoesaosess LBUL
Woe Jo UAVIASONo00 006000 0lB0&=0F7
John Co Willitt®oocoooo 2 L808=-12
Eugeﬁ@ Me ARLTiMcooso000el@LlI=lE
Pe Ao k}iéil*ffighw:sﬁ}a esoooadBlE=-19
Chestoen Smithecsoscoeo0lB80-24
P e Eng‘ﬁ’ pldstadesoo 0. LB26=28
Eo Hay GRUNEORscoov0000 192953
Thomas B, Llug‘%;aa oe@e@a@&@&@“""%‘%
baren Speaileccscecsvosveooliidis



Gtapp’s Chapel=-Dhecanme Grace Church in 1887

IB67=186%c000s00lue Be Carpenter
1870=18%kccvocavocHe Ue Hoffman
L872-1874000vc0coaciie Stevenson
LETD=L870s 00ccovcooooWe Do B&S'@
LB877=1878c0voscovavelde lﬁ@Burme;y
L879c00ccccocscaveeliec Wo Millerw
1880x1882¢0s0c0ssile He &i%ﬁgf?@\f@
L883s000v00cosvecale Ho Webster
1884=1886sssc00coccesle Stavens
1887-18800c0 000 0sofie e Seriager
1881180360 coovcveckls He O'Neal

1884-1888, s oo ovooils Gu Hobba
1396-1887ccocce e Fo Gilmore
LE98=L000s 00 00dc Fe Wohldarth
LO0L-R00&c ccw oo ve oWty Branden.
180G=Ll80Tscoovoedo We VanCleve
1908=1913s0e00sccels Ne Ewing
1914<1918.0000cRe Fo MeDaniel
191‘5-1918999@90@«;001@59 e Rﬁ-@é&’
1919"1922’3@00@0*00 oﬁie ;R‘ﬁé ﬁ!’@llﬁ
1@23 Vovoseos0000@ Wiﬁ)@ﬁ'ﬁ Dﬂwsgrﬁ

Gargent's Chapele--became Cleveland Avenue Church in 1925

191B«lBl%0sc0s0eofie Jo Jockinh
I9LT=190B0vso0evede feo HEGLELTin
1919=19206:0 00 e 0ohe -E@€ "Hnotis
102@-1922¢0s00vs00vols Bucholz
1922=1923¢cc0eco00o Kia.l.dm.dg@
1923“192400 fEeP0OoO9 PO OTQ @gﬁe mlk
1924=1828000ccccecacde Gtretton

Wenley Church

19287 ccosceqcFannie B, Sinkhorn
198BecsococacnacosiBan W Kern
19880 ccvcececssosanele Lo Yook
E@:&Qewaﬁa@meawﬁmaﬁa ﬁw Hﬁr@x’i@%ﬂ

&t Paul'ls Church

L91l8=00180ceccovevode e Broun
1917=19288cccs0c0ncolio Re Booth
19283 ccvccsccovonclic Fo Powell
19271920 c00nvsvs0oobe e 3:3@;}?’@5
18930ccoscovcsocvoneVo TAOBRSOR

1926-1827cccecaslio He Johnson
1927=192800 000 e 0eolls Gampballd
1928-1929 e00e 0T OG aﬁenry Nylin
193001831 cosoccoeescdohn Neal
1931“19350 eV OO0 eﬂml&i Gibhs
18935«1937 0 ¢ o Thomas Parkinson
L937=1840c0000c Lewis Ellison
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Asbury Chapel---Deceme Norih Modn Street Methodist Church in 1903

L8970 cccvocovtvoosrconosceasECATUr MingloReoo. 80 Mo Welip
1898vovsvovovesocccasas s oo s EBbUrY. ChapilecoWe £ E?@ym&ﬁ.dﬁé
1899 cccovsvusserecuscosonoeoccnccaboteoaocosuoide e FAEIEE
1900 Supply

190k osenvoovocovorvocnovoscosansanboooococesooscoollo e WCEHMS
I902cosaecccnocrccscccocsnococonosscecoscscsohe Ne mamdlifer
1803-1808c covaoscovconcoooccocovencsosovocvoscole Ve Mebzal

The German Methodist Church
Trinity Gemsinde des Deutche Methodist: Bpiscopal Hivchs

].@55000ooa@o@@ooo@aeewoooowae@oaeoea@wo&ooooﬁ%‘audolyh Sehobe
1886-1887cco0v0nco00000no0eveocscsevcssooescle We Nicdormeyer
1858=18080csccccocscoccoscvcnovosscvsnosssoocoiiarl Holtlkamp
186@"186}»90.@@90@@0&@9@-@uwoaoehoeeoeeaoeooaeeoﬁﬁﬂx’y Navmaun
1362“186306!090@oeoa@eooovoawo@rue-oaaooaoooo@?&liliip Nawnann
1@6@@@006@0@@00&00@@»0oawooeoOoaoaaawnuoo@eoowﬁ@@?g Buehner -
1368=1866c00000c0s0sscnoccancccscneccssooescsosedRil Ritler
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Baker, Hev. N. M., "History of Macon County,” (the Decatur
Herald & Review, May 15-June 5, 1921)

Brockway, Edith, The Anti Bellum Uays of Decatur Lllinois
1822-1855 (Published Dy the Girl scouts in honor of their
50th. anniversary, 1912-1962, Arthur Graphic-Clarion,
Artbur, Illipois, 1962)

Clarke, 5. J. Past and esent of the Cityv of Decatur and
Macon Count (Lo Do Jo blishers, Chicago, 1903)

HZrva J. Kirkwood, series ot articles ot the hastory of
Methodism in the Decatur Area (The Decatur Review January
27~ February 22, 1929)

The Decatur Republican (Decatur I1linois 1867, passum)

austad, HZdwin Scott yiStQEEVaE atlas of Religion in America
{? arper & dow, Publishers, New York and Hvanston, 1962

Hostess Reference Book (Women's Home Missionary bSocietvy,
Grace Methodist zpiscopal Church, becatur, Illinois, circa 1920)
contains a section on history of the church.

The Illincis Confterence Minutes, 1829-1930

j%&xggn? vq@fipﬁ Beneuly lliinois in the Fiftaes
Fe Publishers, Champaign, 1il., 1918)

0
ht
n
©
o
<
<
o
i

;H&iiﬁ&&%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ der St. Louis Deutschen Koufe enz , dne Lo,

Friedrich Munz & George AAdicEs 38% ings und Graham,
ugw@lﬁﬁasz? 1901}

ames History of Methodism in Iilinois, 1793~
nd stowe, Licinnati, 1883)

<
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Lindsey, Mrs. L. N.y,¥he Illinois Prairies and
100 years ago,' (written for the D. A. R, centenni
ithe Uecatur Herald, March3-February 24, 192

Masters, M%éQf Lee The Sangamon (Farrar & Rinehart, Inc.,
New York, 1942)

Nelson, William Hdward City of Decstur & Macon County
(Pioneer Publishing Co., Chicago, 1910

. Louis German Conference, 1879-1925

Ofticial Record, St
(published in 1925)



et., al., Lentennial Historv of Decatw
stur Heview, in QO»O;@E@E?%F 13?2 the
0 &Qaﬁ? Centennial Association, becatur,

storv ol %QQQ Lounty “Eliamiq From its

i
Crganization to 1876 (Barker's Printing House, springfield,
Lil., 1876)

omath, John W. Hd

sweet, William Warren Methodism in American Jistory
(Abingdon, New York & Nashviile, 1953 revision

Sweet, William Warren Religion in Coionial America
(Charies Scribner's Sons, New YOTk, 41953)

sweet, william Wearzren The Story of 2e in America
(Harper & Brothers, New York, 1930&195
Weiseberger, Bernard A, They Gathered At the River

(Little, Brown & Uo., Boston « Lloronto, 1958)

Unpublished Jocuments and Records

Abstract No, E?Sﬁgig showing title to bast 45 feet of
10% 13 in allen McReynolds & Co. Addition (Made for the
rustees of the iyzgliygféigfseQ Christian Methodist
ﬁpzﬁcea~ Church==prepared by J. Re id&SGﬁy Ofticial Abstractor
ot Macon County, E§E2Q015ww%9§35? Building, becatur, Illinos )

A History ot Decatur's First Methodist Church,® (3
of the First Methodist Church of Decatur and the I
Conference Historical Society)

in
lidinois

Asbury Lhapel Records, Uctober 1, 1898-1904, Noxrth Main Street
Chmrch 1904,,.. (in the saté of the Grace Methodist Chuzxch,
Decatur, Illinodis)

Board of Trustees Records forxr Decatur First Methodist Chuch
January 5, 1852~ January 29, 1861 (property of the Historical
Committee of the First Methodist Church, becatur, Illinois)
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& Rev, James Minutes, Illinos Conterence, 1L840-18351
compiled by Leaton (C. Il1ll. Cont. Historicael society Libre ryv)

a

Official Board Minutes, First Methodist Church of Decatur, 111,
March 9, 1863~January 1, 1877 (Historical Committee, Fairst
Church, uvecatur)

Oftical Methodist Church of Decatur,ILL
January 1896 (FHistorical Committee,

44 e

FATET Ll

Otficial Boaxd Minutes, Fairst Methodist Zpascopal Chuxch,
becatur, 1il,, November 7, 189Y8-November 1Y, 1908
Historicel Committee, First Church, becatur)

Transcript of the Yrial of Levi C. Fitner, vecember 10, 1867
to December 14, 1867 (L. 111, Cont. Historiczl Society ézas'zj,

fuarterly Conterence Records, otapp's Chapel & Grace Church,
1867-1892 {(Grace Lhurch sate)

o
]
e

Imboden, J. 5. Uiarv (December 25, 18Y3~1895, propert
ey i T

35 T3 e e el e N S e oy T - / 2 2 £,
Mrs. derl (Florence) White, January 25, A. M. , 1963

WN

Mr. Zdwerd Imboden anuaxry 27, F. M., 1963

sz

?

Mr. Blwell Crissey, February 23, P. M., 1963
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