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; that though the 

men of history, vthose names are preserved in the alUluals 

, initia:te and inclusive changes, is 

men*W ulse and these new ideas aud 

who gnali:e it l}(Jssi b 1e f or the n grea t. illen fit to axis t Ii 

to illustrate principle I have chosen 

development of Church in ono 

particular 0 I chose Decatur� 
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says 1t,lw,t late as 1840 weJt'6 very few l)eol>le in �\1acon 
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out that most of these southerners were of Scot.ch .. lrisil origin .. 

In tl'acing llis 0\1in fa,mily line he found 'that his forebeal�er� 

l·fartin 1I was loeated in CwDber land 9 Pennsylvania 9 \;;ilich 

Jipp1.:tcbian mOl.w:tains.. In 1780 the same John Martin 

points {)l,t that tJlis movement of hJlS gl'fJ<:l.t grandfather was 
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halt Det'lHHUl 

Church made 

chwrches$ 

1791. The Gener",l liSc'sembly the Presbyterian 

on in a report to its member 

and fearful �.!)pl�ehension a 
religious l),t";i.nciIJles ana !)ractice 

, a visible aud prevailing impeity 
aud iJIlstittations of religion� cUld 

v.n and sp�ies. 
debau.chery and loose indu.lgence (�rea tly aboWld. 

The Methodists also noted t111s religious decline in their total 
; ';. 

some of this was due tQ 

of it 'lias due to the Sl)iri toal deadness of 

which it Viaa 

Timot41¥ 
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tllat 11101', 
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�vent oj: a 

ilr:a one group, 
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SOOllll ti'le 

at 

) were holding joint Meetings$ 

the year 
cul.inatioDfj 
was lb.eld on 

Cumberland rev�val 
when in June of that yeilLr a great meeting 

River, one of the Logan County charges, 
thOQ8cUlds of l)e�ple" exei tement 
, which was encouraged a liJetllodist l;)reachel" � 

'Ii overeollle "hIy ieelingsll shouted and OJ'''' 
all possible feeling" 

These revivals soon in nWiilbel�s and in duration; IAll.belrio&; 

as a8 20 �Uld as long as t"o or three 

Cane Ridge in Northern l\:entuc��y soon caught the uspiri tual. �t 

tire in 1801 under the direction of 

byterian" The exclusion of t�e �ptists this fellowship 

Revival and �otion was very subtle! but substantial. The �eet­

of 

were not only revivalistic, but also 

01'001" to 
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l\.e.Ul{.U�.Ilii:V' 9 the 

attol' tbe 
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� while Baptists having a e 
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Ward settlement", 
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• The state was petitioned and MaCOD 

an 0lt'io1a1 goverulDent wi til the county 

J!)eca"tl,lr and located east of and 

be 
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of Moses 
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was an advancement over the 

ou.t the fourth of the Turner 
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of 

unpainted 

'lith 

and , fow' on 

from th� 

wall \I mounted ill reflectors, provided. light for t,b.e congreg.:;\-

" room "as ,a <> In a 

bistQ:r'Y of the !4etllodist Cburcll. in Decatur � Histo,ry 

�s First Church located in files of 

Illinois Contel"'(tnCe'lt the stove 'Was said to 

was the center of the rooin" lJlhich does !lot see. too 

9 or in tbe center of tbe room off to o.no side, which 

se4UD .ore plausible" Perllaps it lias on tbe llortb1) 01" menasu " 

center ·t.he slli1'itQal light and. warmth was tbe IHllpit l)lat-

:for. located in the east end opposite the entrance" Thi$ platform 

'Was and five long and reached by' six " 

The platform itslii.llf .bad a railing around two of its sides" and in 

of the railing on t.be side facing the congregation was a 

two ll;'eet which 

bench u.pon which 

as the preaching stalld& 

preacher eould @ 

set 

were lined out� due to tbe scarcity of bymnals 

read a line of 

'Would Sing tho line \I> 0 0 ·tlle lld,nister. \\1ould 

'tbe 

llIloney �'\s 1.'0 

lfas a Illereillant 

ullereha11l.t� t8 

to that. bel" 



.:populatiQil of had. 

at thcl1: 

huudli."ed .. 

its. OWQ t i.t was 

r.;t1!;,her than the county gover1llllent preside over ito 

town board. was and beld its first meeting November 5, 

1836\1) The plt�esident of the bQal�d was Richai1�d Ogelsby (a )liethodist) tl 

the clerk wa. jI,Jndrfllw Love t and the Trustees were \liI'illiam T .. 

t Wi.lliam 

Hal"lrell� �r.he cOl1l:rtables were Jailles Carter� and 

.. most iraportMt pieces legisle,tiQIl 

by this boar4i ,vas the appointment Qf the bOfur(l Qf 

for the Methodist Chwrcb in 1839.. The following was taiten from 

court record book Ho, page lSa� record for �my, 1839� 

��c(:ording to previous notice tbe iUhi;\bitants of 1)ecatwr 
0,11 31st of May t 1839, to appoint 

for l..fet.hodist. Episeopal cluwch in said. townn 
"
the follow!llg persons wel�e elect.ed \I to wit; Bu.el stevens D 

Luther steyens� F .. Montgomery, William Greenfield� Jo 
...... "'''''",.11.'<' 'iI and � who hold 

t unless move or resign. ac-
cording to the diseiI:lline of said c.uw-ch, lwhich said 

the UaI!le of theFilr'st. 1>iethodist Chl,U'ch 

;JM1Il'''''Y''''oi' we bave hereunto subscribed �Jld set 
this 31st of � 1839 .. 

of '!;lle newly appointed tlr us "', 

1 9� 1868t arti­
building" 

gtil. l�li,er .ing 



appointed a circu.it by 

at Upper \1 

Th.is meant tbat Decatur now was the o1:ficial bome of the circuit 

and t,Alat church "as probably l�,u."ge$t on the Cil�cuit1! 

and thus was big enough now to have a l�oard uf trustees'il Second, 

were 808�e tillembers of the t!l)WO board that were w;all ImoliilD 

tl.!at it was the Methodists using the tuwn 

to elect <I> Fiu.allYlt t110 origin IJ>I tbe settlers of Decatur 

must again considered as to its influenceJin precident and ac� 

qua1utance wit11 vw, ... ious practices� on the actions of the peoplot> 

Relying on N0 M0 Bakeris figures again (see appendix) as a 

laeans of measuring the origin of the lleoplo we know that tbe peo-

ple �a.lile to \Vel�e the 8o"tb� prinCipally 

l{entu.c�ty 11 and that they had iilaigrated there frol. Virginia � tbe 

Carol.inas, and were of Scotch-Irish aud some English strainlS.. In 

only clues tllat any light <m 

ill discussion rure these t 1) !!fethoritist Church 

the 

ill England ana in the colonies of Virginia and the C"�rolina.s � arul 

. was knowm to h"lve SQUil\!i; of the st·at® 

<l'U,:; wfilll as i tl"J the opening of 

VilAginia iii. petition to 'tbe 

in oPPold tion ,to a KIlOVEHlilent on tile 1)&rt and the 

to about 'the separation ot eburch 

'they la:ter their views t in 

'the 

tl"'om vvhicb these settlers 

of government .. 

form of 
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in an area in 

t o  the 

that must be  

i n  Macon 

members was held at tb.e 
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in 
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for al l of elements above 
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holel Isu.ch a 

'j;,he 

ho?! could 

an 

�e tim.e? 1831 

Circuit which consi&rted 

preachillg ,points ana took three ifoel!;;s to ride @ If 

Decatur Circuit was even extremely smaller than this in 1842t 

it have 

at 

revival ()r 

pl"e�u�hel' ) • 

points iu the eireuj,t 

in 

:o.catUlr Circuit was all sreall in 1842 ns it lljaS in 

1863 (5 poil1ts ) II 

was 

\I wAlen one 

can only 

it. in 

relative, the Deca tw.� 

have 

point and returned for 

'tho next preaching point., tinaU.y 

\vben he Wl'U3 

one of si.acb 'Of 

of' a " 

condu.cted .If"our Kilen al�ou.nd f.}i1.lI.li1 

of the 'lvomen of 'tile chl,U'ch to atm. 

lfu;rt open ,to Allert ,and 

lService� The service cOtlsisted 

, a 

then a '!.vorO to the 

� blew �mt 
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of 

was 

as a 

was. 

of the 

Mr" 

are 

's; one of 

t and the 

.. 

moved 

with his 

can serve 

are to more 

the men 

was 

on, bu.t as a 

of as 

town of 

in connection 

@ 

was 

than the 

, an 

would 

to Macon 

" 

Dr" 

soon 

nep-

with 

his 

lliam T" 

was 

him 

, he was con-



of 

the Civil 

of 

instrumental in forming.. In achUtion to bi8 military 81'i11" 

Pugh was 811:111001 in a He served and 

Macon County as master-in-cbancert county treaSUl�er, eouuty 

clerk, count;,/' asseS80r'll lectoJ:'fj ma�-orw postmaster� and as a 

Qf the state legislature" 

a laY.lI1"Ul in choreAl l)u&.b. was Gil. l'.:DOVUl 'ivorker" lie 

various on the church boar01� He was also a 

llent of the buildin� cOIWIlj,ttee during tho inlill.ding 

third building in 1867� 

Whon Isaac PUSh returned from the Black Hawk 

with ai. a 'yoWllg Man nam.e<ll Jerome R .. Gorin€> Gorin had born 

in Hopkinsvillep Kentuek¥� October 12, 1817, and had lived for a 

sbor'Ci; time in Vandaliai> his death in 1697 t Gorin was 

�1zable �ontributiona 

never 

interfere tlfi th 

the 

of the 

follo"ving 

lite g 

�apacitios� city 
in 1856 was 

anO! was 

olf law and. 11is btlSineS8 

personal church litoQ He was G_IU�"A 

chulrcb in 1867 $ and was a wQ}ll Arnowll 

of the lIle e.4l'JlW.II..i:> 

and 

K:II.c.nBQ'JlfJ Ii) P • 

� .P" 1 .. 



IJllany 
SWlday 

worl<GJrIEJ of the 
60riu<;I as a helper and cOI.mselloI' .. 

in lqeco�nizing .tUB excellence Qf c.ilaracter 
and personal we eoolmend bis unassuming life, .his 

t b.is cbaritablenelEJs� and 11is devotion to the 
cause of' Christ t to all who knew him so well .. 

class of \'diLicn he was the 
te"u�lu,nr so many , \1d.l.l hold him in " " .. 

btethodist 

.. 

) 

.. Crissey, J,. lit., Gorin � and 

circuit was called upon 

in nlwerous W1Q wide-spread com� 

solidarity 1(;he individual 

rider" 

ear circ�it riders 

9$ the college or the 

oneer himself� 



!�e wae one 

and 

8Grved the Deeatar preaching point in 1831" 

had no early eOllnection witb wbat his 

tiUllt&l called the Ulloiay religion Qf' tile Me thOt'tLsts ; u howevel.� tl 

in (:ounty � and it WaS a1; meeting be was 

(lwnverted" His eceentrieit7 colorfu.ln4uuil in connection 

w1t11 the cbUl"cb. appeared as as Uu� mt,fltllEll'lt he joined it� 

hl his ignorance of the l;)ractices the dUlrcb, Pitner bad 

, l'hicb was salary foJi,� ,Pl'oaclleT 11 as 

the .. emberl!l11ip in the Chl.lrcJilm liEHlce, when 

he \vent forwal"" to joilll!. cbureb and hands with the 

cent 

l�otthe 

he had 

the followinS remarks 
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his 
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head. 
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one of 
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one of the 
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ex-
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in 
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tation to forward 

�lse tbe mos't eloquent speecb. that wotlld even �bj;,rtJl the 

men of the c(/tlWuuity., JaOles Leaton 

o 
o 

preaching, when be sWWlg clear, as he el'llreSsed 
it, was masterly and often overwhelming., ener-
gized with the Spiritt he was the most powerful and 

exhorter I evel' knew � and thOUSiiUlds t I 
not" Yd.ll own him in �"IS tAteir 

father" pl'eachill('� and exhortations were u.nlil�e 
any other man llie was abiays ol'i&;iw;tl (> Jt 'true 

in 

ilo'llvovor!} not; 

� he always left side., 

'tha t. wa.s in 

wan. 
learning and 

at 

of -I;.his period lIyere Wledu ... 

; one of tIlese lilI.IEm. Vias £iioses 

11 and 

ill Califol'nia in 186].@ 

cut, and une(luea­
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to 

on 
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and Reve 
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in 

to 

's 
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to AU'".!!.'.,. .... "" t 
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It was in 
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to 
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SI/) 

He was 

of 

1-

were such men 68 

In to 

t wh.o were 

with the 

two men came 
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in 
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when the 

not become a conference 
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active 



an W41ple 

1848 wh.en he !JiaaO@ Ol1e !l10re 
the aplJointment" 

at 

as a- preacher? Q' ,;:;I. Crissey ha�ade 
contribut,ion ne�lI socj, and revivals; he 

more 

founded a new socity at LoC.kpol�t While be was at Jol.iet; be 

ceBs as a circuit rider may have been due to the traits which 

James Leaton ascribeii ,to him: 

held 

He was aerup]Lous in observing all t110 requiremen'ts 
the Discipline \? fasting eVEU'y Friday � visi tillg 

alBong the peOl)le jj and reguallrly meeting 'the classes>o 
In this duty he was particular in inqUiring of the 
members in regaJ:'d to their .ttentioD to falllily and 
secret IJrayer ruu.'l their abstinence frOilll intoJticating 
'""",ILJU."",",,. He was a faitbfUll ailwinistrator 0:1 d1ll1ci­
plillle; and wh:lle bles.se4li with Ulany graCious revival21 
of relision, his forte seemed �� be purification 
and buildir�g 'l.lP of 'the cburch<l' ' 

his 

1 for 

superannuation he 

ilis "otil 

COWltY School «;o.ulissioner Yfhicb AJl.e 
years of 1847 1860Q Crissey0s interest in 

of in 
ill ; liu)wevll:lln 11 he 



'ii and 

in made an effort to 

a a"t corner of 

'��j) a 0 

!I 

of the Civil 

a 'II. and his SOD served in 

.. S., Crissey was one of the 

of in. Deeatur; as 

as 1883 his llalllle appeared on the recQrds of 

of 0 s Chape" It was sometimes.:, shortly aftel� this lEu�-t 

entry of his name on the church records tl��t Rev. Crissey died, 

bi)J.t his exact date of. death is 110t known., 

not cOUlie to Il.U.noi® wltil 

tlllis ltJeing fifty years old" '.rhe or part of his career 

as a clergyman was spent in Kentuck� where he had boon born� 

lie was converted at, a Kent"elty earup£illeeting whe& he was nine-

had earned great acclaim in his home 

ern 

was 

to 

While in 

sel"'ve 

he .bad 

was 

of Springfield 

_I've. -tbe 

as 

, he m"�rt have 

ke 

times, and 

In abJienee 

of the 

to 1�be Illinois Conference and 

year at 

at 



and 

a·1; 'the ena 

StaHl.per, 1l.1!te 

tbis terllll", 

Pitne:rll had a powerful preacher� 

although. his 

ing descripti.on of one of st�u.per�s sermons Ti>,y Dc. Redford 

""""'-'V""'" 08 contribution to JCUinois and Decatur as .a 
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.fQ tbose I)WIl)'< €;op'p�r.b.eads � who h"wf: l.isoct �very me�ns 
;1\.111 'libeJ.I' l()o'ij�Qlr to S,Pl'eaa abroad 'tlle report� OX' ]1!1.' .. 
Pit.lller Q S  a.ll. l�gl!ld !!lllpx'a!)�u;' eonduc'ii w we would recom­
meDd a speedy �hange of. tactiq;.fh 'their effort t,Q 
fasten ',lAe blame Q Jf all 1C1eri(Cal sh.ol"tcomiu,�� �)n 
the R:epublicaD pm'ty i s  doubtless a very p10aijj(:mt 
pasttilile tG tllellh " "' "  .. 
Tho m�al wiUI. IJIIh1cb. t!a@ CoppeJ"hea<ll l?aper 01' the 
e o\mtry b\\llraJkded abrot1.d $arbled aud incol·rect 
statelUOo.ts of 1;b16 .. �;ffa1!· itll in pEu'flDGt lteepiug 
wi th the orflinal"Y c�')wrfJe p�Il�t3"ed IJJT 'tlhe li)candal 
J.o,riIlS scribblers " hu CQut,l!."ol thofta.:. � " ",\flitl l  the (.:op­
peraead press ta�e back any oi their &llaudel'? Tile 
faet that be i�J. a Repu.bl.iealf4 1j'j'Quld not �J:t<iJ ,bis 
criJ!le s if he ',ere guilty \jI any the less b@1nQuli\I u 
Will 1;hat jffilGt. �ke bif� a.�ql.ait.tal any the l<IJss 
honol'abl!.� "1 

:[n 'the eoural{1) 01: the trial mention WIaID also &\il.00 of 

IJOssible fl�1et.j'�(,.ln ljxistin� DotlWe en the Ql del� establif.ibe� JF1rst 

�lfet.uodist (:hureh ana the new l:�WJJ�lin JWfJIHM',;: CJi�cll .. The :loA­

l@w;i.ng �ppeared in the el!;WllinatiQ.Q oft :'!I' " IUiAtl�il�n in 'tile lOI'o�es3 

�t tho tx'JJ,u.l ��nGeli."l'P.ing 'ttlil� work of f!;i!"ie ebw.-ch invesl;1f1,:atil1lg 

e�itt<ee : 

(;011.41011 says 1ifie bay€]) l)e�n up ti\Jl ;YQur hQuse <'0 f;�<ee 
yoUl� Ilfife w:ad tbeJ"& ,va:as Vi l"I.{IPQ;t .. t ,r,'IL1muU" e d  @j�ci/ �l"OUfid 
abQ�t s�e thing of. llk� �, !?it,li;\@l", u /j  '&lM�olinL!ag a ]dss at 
�row'� i,'YifO 'l) saicl I lwl1'3,UrlU did YO'll be,:!.!!' it t 'they llia:i.d 
the,- ll.i.�t'u\'�1!.i j .. �; 1al tilt;) !ijJeet�h!g ,titll� night betQrliJ s �.\Irtd 
�poken to " Pi titer �bout it ,and. h(� reQ�l!:·!te(ji 'i) 
tGlJQ is i;!�iat sOI,l  I 1S�i.d to tbem hoy; did i t  set O"t. � 
'�h�y said it CWllEl fl1�O!1l> MJI."ISI CI Hal"sis" Condel1 ISfi�id 
tholl."c walill <l:t f!JHilIlia,lg between tbil 'i\>ViQ cluu·c.b.es � <:;�nd 
it wa.:r;. is! rWROl" '�,e inj�u�li.l Q\l.1'" C.b.ur.cb 4:UlU 1ilisile{l <'Q 
1ulO'lfli if ! wou.l,(.\ U\;I,t q;ome "to E;�ilMJllI,'Cb, on the o.ex.�� 

�.li.ul 6ai� t . .I�a�; would 5���� t () t,l1.(.� :!peoplt!.l 
, ,,� J, • ,� . ,,. ",Ill 

't.u.e,C;!>"1i} mas tH)'''''lJUl!.�' tf..iI)JJ. .l', i1> "  Q " II< " I) 'J 

(�(H) �t.t. 
How�veJl,· � i",t ml,ll$t f�l£$o be $",i� th�t , 'C I,)U much l;:l'e��t�un�l,\} ,1be 

plac0�a @n tlui.s s1�ai,�mOJ1t ae; ovid€lue<&� ()f .ll'A�ic'ti'llIl eJ�i6t,:i.ng 
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t o  1920 when f olJ.ovJing e l ection 'vas rec orde d :  

I � meV .,) 5 1>  fAncier do solomenly sweal� II tbat (:11:& �£ 
meoting o t' tbe members of ME Church at Decatul� ID 

in t,he CQ utlty of l·u\co.n and state of Il linois � on the 
first of November !� <>  De 1920 � for th�lt 
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investigated -tlle occurrence of rumors SUCll as was l'eported in 
the .f ol l owing : 

Gist 

in 

being stat�Hil tbat al'e e'ldl rel)l()rts concernin.g 
<} .. a of three was 

appointe� �o inves'�igate bt� case and report at the 
n.eJ,t QIlfJ.cJ.al meet.lng ., ., e .. " 

t o  be 

H tbe 

than 01: t he 

con.cern of the First 

e lCJiIllent 

Noble to the charge in. 



an4 up 

a .. 

of the had 

o f  the 

e oneern of the 

d.ie4 over 

whieh 

eases o f  

be fore the ; one o f  

j and the other , 

of 

made 

Rev .  Nobel t o  

in 

note of 

" 

, had. not 

in 1 872 the 

" t 1870 t " 



menta came 

Bro .. 

all 

a 

, it and 

24 , 1876 .. 

amuse-

was 

In the next 

were noted 

e leven cases of 

care of e Case s  were 

attendance 

o f the 

a amusementtt and 

However , must not be assumed 

the person in 

circ us was as 

in the board min-

On 
the 

the scorn of the 

the means o f  

to b e  just narrow vie w e 

entertainment cannot be said 

i s  as 

of war era as 

1868 , not 

cover-
caso ", 

Ii' 325 .. 

27 t 1877 , 



the 

second 
Bro . and 

drawn from the church without 

not c onsider o f  card 

different than 

of the 

cases cannot be 

t o  

of 

in residence a 

that 

are 

war era., of 

was 

were al l the cases 

manne r " 

several cases 

_tters 

t o  

Co B e  Prescott was 

c ustomers " 

o f  

t hat 

withdrew from the 

his niece 

was 

of the church , 

behave in a 

In 

� 350 .. 



board f or 

t o  

wife and 

o :ffered to  

and 

as to whether the 

of were 

of 

were 

board , and are assumed t o  have 

" For in June 

an o f fer from the 

which the old 

down and the one t o  

But 

was evident in 

the 

not ret urn to 

t o  the 

up the 

trials of the members 

from the minutes of the 

in the case 

d 

House as a 

church was 

" 

the trials 

in 1872 and 

the 

the 

use of the revival as a means of 

of the from means of entertain-

ment as the theater and in the 1870 t s ,  -the 

of 

in 

set revival under .. 

But the concern of the church over 

method o f  

c oncern t o  

nonbel ievers t was rooted 

and its muta­

scene $ 

b irth of wi th the 

was due t o  



r� �" u "  tk. :15,, ; l ltNt 
" f � P\r�V- t\«- .J...."I� r �� 

) <l� '1 -



Decatur the camp with them 

a camp west o f  town $ 

zens 

to a 

in 

to it in 

s uch as 

areas. 

of t owns and 

was 

some of the 

turned down II not 

and 

i s  when 

line 

wooden tabernac�e built in 

was manager of the and 

vari ous because of 

was a 

camp became a 

l ost the flavor that the 

had 

a 

as the 

more 

them in their 

01.118 · social 

le it 

t o  

i t  moved indoors away frolll tIle 

as that of took 

of  time ., 

at a tir.�e 

were held 

nature of of  

camp 

in the 

is , 

would be t o  attend 

chores were 

of  

the frontier 

In 

e 

wa,s essential t o  

had 

for' a 

centered 

was 

it not neede d , but because the con-

to make the 

to  success $ 

e f f ort to 

of 

the e leMent 

on 



of 

the 

revivals 

the 

t o  a s  well as 

with the need to reach 

, c ontinued t o  

i t  forth 

s uccess .. 

lack of entertainment the church in 

decade made of Decatur 

with 

which was the James at 

that 

the 

lat i o. of 

on 

a 

for 

revival lasted 21 

results f or and 

w ork of the churches had in a sl ump 

had 

In the of 1882 , the 

12 adult 

one of the 

Decatur . 

the two churches 

level as we ll  as the 

were 

adult 

55 children 

in 

in the two 

is noted function 

t o  



of _Dee�.tUI· 

lack o;f 

thi� period may also have had its e f fe cts 

succe�s in revivals of 

o f  th;:lt; growth , (;md the 

:li;'rou!I the 16 .. 4% increase of tlu� 80 v s 

iu -the 

a 23 

were t o  i t a  lllace i n  the ent ertainmellt fie l d , au-en as the nic��.e l -

of Bi lly 

in the m.iddle in th.e f irst decade of tile twentieth 

was t o  bec oD10 nat i ona l ly Imown � 

bere in -be 

a 

west i.Xl <is 

me t wi'th the 

:i.n 

Qf Uni on 

was t 

nine pas t ors � the 

CQuld seat 5 �O(l() and! was 

at, the c ornel' 

, 

an.d ,f.:.�r"'w 

of 1 908 " 

cl osed and 

"l.n.'� 

" 



a flourish , threw 

the 

sermons " 

zens 

and 

chair 

and his 

never sermons , and 

t t ie s . and his starched 

o ut the unrevived and the IJooze ,, ·t Be 

hell , which was common to  

to  

dialect , 

his 

a 

He 

of  a 

won 

enemy , 

and a sup­

he was in 

hands 

also 

the 

with 

riot was 

revival were 

nwaber of 

ttl at 6 

make the 

U�IJ��DWD , and an increase in 

, or those who 

actual 

there were f.; 

seem a 

members and from to 

frODl 748 to members , 25 to 84 

of the Revival other 

62 saloons out of 

) 



, who 

from , and then went 18th " 

amendment in 

the 

that 

o f  

etfects.  his 

was s.on to die . In De catur 25 years the revival 

What 

turned to 

that 

fire o f  

stone ? No , his 

lIlovement 

the 

in the needs 

revivalists 

; 

the lath e amendment in 

the 

w as 

revivalis­

more 

was 

made thrift a vice . discord 

a minor 

the e conomy 

became recon-

it 

upon the same the view of 

ot creation and the view o f  

t o  

revival i n  the 

more 

f oretr ont in 

rather 

entertainment 

of  

a 

of t out 

soon to lose 

of 



nickolodeon and the 

t and crowds of  

of 

In 

1 914 

f rom the themes of the 

of 

with his 

from the 

doors of the new 

and its 

and within the churche s who had 

as 

�U�&Ui�� t Bernard 4 .  We makes the 

the 

that the revival 

turned a new c orner . 

l ine ., 

the 

taken , 

new members 

as 

' S t  and thus the mission 

means 

need f or 

needs were in a state mutation 



and <lila a 

'tile chu.rch "  

not t o  bavt.'! a 

they al�08e , 

nEl\\! 

the 

were re f l e cted in ac ti ons oi 

01 '!;"h,e ohw'en in this period appears 

which 'las to lneet the 

l�atller the abili'ty t o  chnnge with tbe 

society t> 



of 

t o  

was one of 

.methods o f  

ill t 

most 

up 

.missioll i s  not to De f or a rescue 

it may' have o ften reached 

or the church 

the 

in such 

the 

out into sec -

and means f or 

area ; i .  e & t  the 

of such .means " 

each other 

few of tbese 

bee n  

menti on o f  

in 

next 

was not 

c lass was of 

arose in this 

d ue 

l ose the 

o f  

and after s ome 

serv ice for the 



many morals 

was the removal of 

year the name 

;p 331 

church , f or 

f or 

control 

for another 

he had re­

there as 

came 

74 

from the 



f or 

two had no 

Pre -

were -., '  .......... n 

in 1888 , the 

: 

throw In 

after some classe s to  mee t  

and the name had been 

was on , the 

was t orn down and the which had to  the 

the t was used t o  a 

parsonage on . o f  a mission to into a 

church not of run of in 

d oned a 

in next few pages .  

t o  the 

some wlknown reason 

in the 

in anse�to the new 

aban-

to 



need for perma-

nent arose . months 

of t Dr. T e  I .  of started 

G Tw o  the in t Mr "  and 

the land ( sold church 

e .ftect ot the 

in 

J.WIJl.fIljfllj d.IlJiU was 

was called 

e ould be 

was " 

were in ot 

and was 

as S,. the 

, which was not too tar trom 

But i t  "lust be noted that it was 

two 

of 

of 

were collecte d  

ot  the 

treasurer t who 

4eed 

tor 

workers 

the 

the 

the 



j oint f' o,� 

this ,j 

to the 

, aud as the city 

other 

l�oman Catholic Churcll. bui l't on E. :In 1 1. t 

t and 

of tlu� untiring e f f orts I)f Rev "  J "  '1' ... 

I;!f 1925 , 

;t'rom tbe f oundation 

.. 

in 

"Ii�as noi� the 

this 



fal l  of 1888 

was 

.. of Grace 

the 

new b ui ld-

to and in the fall 1807 a church 

1900 , 

North 

this 

was formed with 

Mission were 

" 

the years 1898 and 

5 6  C .  

In 1900 

the c orner of 

l t  1897 , 

of 38 0 Tbis 

that same 

this was not due to its lack 

o f  D "  Weems 

as far with 

and re-

named the North 

as this 

af a new church 

s ou.th 

be better 

was 

�nur�u 1RS , it was decided with the 

on North 

In 

the union 



adv�m.ce the 
in Ulis city and 

our in par -
llor" thern pal�t of 

contin.u@ tlli rs 

desire s "  

hi;I.Ve 
hearty co­
the success�p 

• Hlai! , J 0 S �  1111bodeu � 



'tilt Grace 

in 

Sinkhorn .. 

care ot' 

1.8 a till 

of the 

l"ecorda under Ule care of 

it 'illttS and imU v i d tlal c.b.ar�e WIder 

the IJ. :U.noi s , and it 

KDi ssion cblAlt'clt under the directioll 

ra thel' tillal1 mUle!' a congrega-

the east 

of Decatur ringing 1;1001' b e l ls " III 1915 he had establ ished 

in 

l�e\? i Vall$ siJ.ch 

the {:hv.rch 

int.Q the 

\) and .EUl intial 

e ff orts in this period were to be seen 

:In Grace 

Unaided any large 

iallll� f or 

had gl� O'lin 

for "'\ bul 

t o  

818 " In 

aUt! ledcl 

in 





� e � o � @ " O Q & e . � QKentu�ky 
(P.ddeeorO � 8  ) 

R!chalt'O Oglesb1' <> " t> '" '" " " (l e '" .. >ZI 0 

(Senator ) 

j,a 184:0) 
�iat fit ., G .. ., '" " 0 " " .. " " " .. G .. " " ... " .. Il' ;!> " Unknown 

(miss ) 
JollA to <l> " �> Ib " (J> " (l " " " to " " <l> II> >ZI . TeWlessee 

) 
" " .. ., " " " ., " II> <I> " <I> " II>  .. co to "  <1> "  <II .. ICentucky 

< ) 



March 22 � 1852 

of the 

Bros .. and Elson--authorized to purchase 
Jot il 8� as soon al:l ascertained ...... .not ,to ex-

Blro.. that we accept the l)roposals of G "  
Nichols and J f> (> lPattersou '11;0 build and furnish a church 

Decatur aecordins Draft and specifications .. 0 .. cal'riea. .. 
Speei fication &--$1920 bui ld and enclose 

560 balance of church 

cost oj.' tbe 
trus1.e�u; of 

(as ) 

) 



th1s t the L .  C �  Pitner did call to see Mrs ., 
Sophia II While she "as alone ill ,own bou.se t and after 
passing t.he cOIlpJ.iaents of -tbe dli!.JI' , lii«!. say bel' t I aa your 
friend , are you not triend , why can � t  we friends t real 
friends ., BlAt we Jluusrt i�1ft careful what we sa.Jr or a word lDight 

the 4)D fb'e 1\1 or ,to tbis aMlount ., This in 
catUl� t  Illinois on the 25th day of October 9 l867 � 

Specif.ication � 
In this , that the said Rev ., L$ Co Pitner � on the same day , and 
date , swne l)lace and same occasi on , as forth in 
the !tift specification did taA.:e up Mrs " Sophia .Ll�ntrim 0 s  Photo­
grapll Jallum laic .. /, and asked her to be seated by bi s side ana 
introduce to him. , the persona WAGSe likenesses were conta.ined 
therein , and while thus seated he did t twice � move his seat 
Aearer tbe said Mrs¢ Antrim !) and did la.y his llancll on 

and sbe had withdl"awn bel' II did soon 
lay his band upon .hell' arm ; aud furthermore t while engaged 
looking at the � the " l::litner did -to tlle 
said <it Sophia. Jmtrilll t) tl1at 1110 could read i'aces , that he eotlld 
nd � I � 

ag¢I,in shal!:.. 'ii't;h Mrs .. 
Q oor bis hand t o  

her 11 and rem.:"U:'ked $ 
<Ill t, tl\e OOIilO aud on 'the S�IIilli(; 

.. jL" 
own house tQ 

had l'Hrt 
mailno!" 



ljUest:i.on was 
immediately rose 

calle d to 
he was studying , house building t that he thought so�e of re-

Ministry alld �;lid not Know tlu\i;. he sbould 
build a nouse t and thereiore desired to lo� through 

Antri� e s )  h.ouse and observe tho lllan of it * 

( sign.a ) Meol'e 
:8 .. .l eo  Allison 

LIST OF OF THE METHODIST CIiURCHES OF DECATUR 

not available ) 

L. »e.eeD e @ � 0 ® . � c>  • •  o �  • •  1829 
Asabel Phelps .. .. .  0 8 8 0 0  . ..  1830 
Wilson Pitner o .. o .. .. .. ..  o o o 0 & olS31 

Spriuger e Q 0 0 o  .. e .. .. .. .  e .. 1832 
JaRes Di�kens . 0 0 0 G Q  .. � &  .. 1833 

0 . ,, � ., o  .. <> <>  .. .  1833 
'J.I..'ll'III11j.J'.(f,'i; .. .. ..  e, '" � <> '" ., <l> .. <I' .1834 

l�euiten 'II{ " Travis .. ..  \> .. €I "  .:U�59 ... 60 
Jesse ll", Moore .. ..  " . ..  �, e Q e .. .. ..  1861 
Robert Hiner . � $ O � o " . � � 9 1662-63 
HiraM BuClt., /li e "  Q ., .. .. .. ..  " '" v 18 64-65 
Levi C. Pitner . "  .. ..  " .. ..  @ .. lB66-67 

James I "  Davidsen. Q � ,, � o  .. . ..  1868 
JiiuDes H .. Noble " ... .. ..  ", .. " .. .  1869-'11 

N. Hilla tb. .. .. .. ..  " <> � .. .  ' " .. " .. E> D 1872 
N.. McElroy 0 " .. ..  " .. ..  " .. " " .. ..  18'73 

Horace .. .. .. ..  � "  .. � ,, � o1874-75 
.. " " "  .. " "  .. .. ..  1876-77 

Gibbs .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  " "  .. " .  

iY .. Davidson .. .. ..  II .. " .. ., ,, 1902-07 
�lOM C "  itts .. ..  " .. ., ,,  .. 

" "  .. ..  <, ,, 1913-:lS 



$ $ "  .. .z; " " {1 " " " � 4l "' ''  
1880..,.1882 " III " fill " {' " 

$ $  • •  $ V G Gl O $ (I 'i 1jil  " 

1884-1886. � 0 0  .. ,, � e c 0 o �G. St�vens 
1887-1800 " .. u .  " � ,,  ]¥!" SCria&ger 

1 919-1920 " ,, � @ o o .  
1 920-1922 " .. � @  . .. .. " .. .  Bucholz 
1922-1923 " � . "  .. " . � �G,, Baldridge 
1 923 .... 1924 0 .. " "' .. .. ..  " .. Q " "  '" .)1 .. Flalk 

i:11i1��lI: ''''''' "'''''''''' '' !I Co Q • () 0 0& � f) J � 

1896-1897 .. ..  " .. " "  

1908-1913 .. 0 ., "' . . . ..  

1914-1915 <;> (1 ,, 0 0  
191 6-1918 . & .. .. . . . . .  . 

1919-1922 .. .. ..  * " " � ,,  " 

1923 .. " .. ..  ., " " ,, €I  .. '" Viilbert DQwsoQ. 

1926-1927 .. " " " " ",  
1927-1928 . ,, 0 ,, "' ,, " "' ''  
1928-1929 " " " . " � ,, . o Henry Nylin 
1 930-1931 " " .. o lll $ " " $  • •  Jonn Neal 
1931-1935 . � " . " . o o GiDDs 
1935-1931 ,, 0 $  



• • • • • • • •  � �  • • • •  0 � . G . O � �  • • • • • • • • • •  0 • •  � • • • • • • • • W. 
� � . O  • • • • • • • •  0 • •  9 . 0  • • •  � • • •  e • • • • • •  6 . e . N • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  6. 

lSS5 @ .. " • • •  $O "  • •  "' ''  .. ., ,,  .. .. . . . . . ..  <II> ''HJ) '' 4>  .. . ..  ,, 0I> ,,  .. '' '' '' ''  • Randolph Schooe 
la56-1857 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • � . . ..  o • • • • • •  � . �  • •  F. Niedermeyer 
1858-1859 . . ..  e . ..  " ., ,, ,, ,, . ,,  "' .  "' '' '' '' . 0 '' ''  " lie  . . ..  Ii> • ., .. .  " • •  " ,-carl Holtl!;.amp 
1800 .... 1861 . .. .  " .. <) .  "' . "  .. ..  " .. " "' .. .. ..  " .. ,;a " .. " "  .. " "' .,  <> " " " " "  " Henry 

V�""·.JI.OV';' o @: () Q .  e £) ® '® I) � e Q -Q 'i) "  Q '0 it 0 (t Q c eo  0- ¢. 0: Q Q 3 Q "  ® <> $ Pln.illip 
1864 Q @ o . o � � . �  • •  w 0 . �  • •  0 @ � � o @ � 9 . o Q � . e e � e o e o � o  • •  

lS65�1866e & q e 0 Q o $ ' Q � � Q � G � o e � q ® o . Q o o o e � 9 � � 0 . o 0 Q $  

1867-1869 .. ., Q � � e "  .. " o  .. ..  $ .. " & " *  .. o .. .. . .. " 0 0  .. � <> " ft  .. o ,, & ,, .. ,, .. 

Buehn.er 
Ritter 
Harmel 

1870 Q '" 0 4) • <> &J () J:t! W: IJ) IP C)l ., Q � 0) 41 () @ 'Ill> 9 . 0  () ¢' 'ilJ ¢I' IQ 41 • tl 0 '9  " ¢J t) 'll . ,& 00 (,po E) Tanner 
I£t Q 1lJI Q Q 0 @ 0. e .. 4t 0 e CI 9 i) ,If} @; 0 Q oj) Q .,  $ Go ¢> oft 0 0 (]I iP 0 (I -Q Il) .. \4 $I Ifi1 • 1& Q J ..  If� liilmors 

1872�1873 . 0 Q $ o . � . Q o . � o * Q  • •  Q . Q e o � G c . o e � . 0 Q _ q .  
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