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Introductio

This paper was written to provide insight as

to how znd why our state grew up as it did. Hach
area's history helps explain why certain things are
the way they are toéay in the area. IHowever, just
as important are the influences of one srea on other
areas. The influences on an area by other areas
just as. the area's influence on other areas are too

numerous and weighty to deal Thus

some influences of major importance must be chosen.
This whot was done in dealing with the Illinois
Territory. Three forces or concerns of the neople
seemed to have dominated interest in the Iillincis
Territory between 1809 and 1218, They were:
indians, Land, and Slavery. Note thot they arve
presented in the order in which they first occurred

to the neople. Also these problems were not confined

Just to this period. But then again the issues nmust
be fit into a specific period of time to see their

influences on the times.

These issues were chosen because they infiuenced

the type of peoplie that came inte the state as well
s the tvyre of occupations thot were taken up. O

course, thevy were of major importance in laying the

basic political, indusirial and of the
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Iindians A

Of course the Indians were the first to occupy
the territory which is now the state of Illinois.
These Indians were organized in many tribes including

z

the Peorias, Kickapoos, Miami, Fottawatomies, Saul,
Pox, Winnebago, Illincis, Cttawa, and Chippewa.
These tribes'lives were simple. They had no
wvritten language and it is wondered whether they
had the ability to create one if they had been
stimulated to <o so. The men were preoccupied with
hunting and fishing which was highly productive in
most years. The women took care of the fanily tee-
pees, lean-tos, or caves. The womer alsc farmed
but in an haphazard manner. IKost productivity of
farming came frow wild grain and fruit which was

abundant in the area.

the area. HMuch of the family's +{ime was occupied

with preparatiosn for hunting, fishing, and/ or
farming. They had to shape their own tools and
weapons from stones and sticks. HMuch tine was in=-
volved at the end of the day in preparing food,

reserving food, and preparing clothinge.
g ’ ¥ g g









Indian art and sculpture resulted from the
need for tools and weapons and the cccupation of
leisure time. These pieces that I described befowe
are prehistoric art. Banner stone is the material
used in their sculpture.

Banner stone is the name given to a very large

class of objects which have wing-like projec-

tions of many forms flanking a central section

pierced vertically by an opening usually

round. They are found east of a line running

from central Texas to Ilnnesoi but are most

common in amn area including the Great Lakes

and the states just south »f them. The eastern

Indians' gift for sculpture is showm to no

better advantare than by the simple abstract

forms of their ma:;y polished stone tools,

ornaments and various artifacts of unknown

purpose.=

Different tribes in the middlewest sculintured
differently. In Ohio the sculpture was of men while
in iMinnesota it was of smoking nipes.

Bromw 1560 to 1850 Indian art and culture changed
extensively. The study of this perind of culture

can best be started by using a map which anthropologists

and historians have created.

Cheracteristics of the tribal culitures in this
later period were thot andimal skins, wood, bark,

stones, and berries were the tocls used, Pictures

1 Douglas, Frederic and Rene D'Harmoncourt, Indian
Art of the United States, p. 656-07
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of plants and animals were drawn on wood, cloth,
and even stones, Some very beautiful designs can

be found in the work of these middlewestern tribes

as well. Women did much of this ty

e of designing
in their clothes meking. DBags +to carry food, bubies,
tools, and weapons were created by women toOe.

den designed tools and weapons in a much more
complete manner than before 1560.

Other characteristics of the period were a large
amount of pottery being produced in the areas of
Lewistovm, Peoria, and along the middle part of the
Illinois section of the Kississippi River. Villages
and a large amount of farming characterized the
pericd between 1300-1700 A.D. The burial mounds
created by some central Iliinois tribes are believed
to be the result of a hard winter or some unknown
disease in the pericd between 1500 and 1600,
Anthropolegists still at work at Lewistown were
consulted by this writer in March of 1961. Although
they believe disease is the cause of the large burial
mounds of the 1600 and 17C0's they have not coupleted

1, -
i

heir study and

[

don't expect to for three to five

TOre years.
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The cescription of the Indians before the
strong influence of the white men from 1760 on is
important because it shows the many changes caused
in Indian 1life after 1760. The major influences of
the white men were the result of the many materials
they brough with them. Some of the major material
influences were iron pets, rifles, beads, iren
arrowheads, and metal needles for sewing skins.

Joliet and HMarquette were the first white men
in the fliinois country. The French governor general
at Quebec sent them to explore the territory in 1673.
The result of the journey was the realization of the
opportunities that the KMississippi and Illinois
rivers offered. UHowever, 'no immediate efforts at
colonization or further exploration followed the
discoveries of Joliet.”l

Father darqguette soon returned to establish a
mission at Peoria as he promiszd the iIndians he

would. After Harquettels death Father Allouez

continued the mission.
For the next one hundred years the French

trappers and traders roamed the region. The results

1 Illinois Historical Library Series (¥o.9) 1904, p.449
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f this period as far as permanent setilement were
few. The French had built one stone fort, one large
village, four small villages and three or four

water mills. Actually 'we <¢o no know how all these
years were spent. The record is incomplete. The
details are meagre for the entire periond, for some

years almost a blanl. We know enough, however to

Y

O]

assure us that all those days were not holiday

7S5 oY

ot

all those lives of listless ease and careless leisure.™

illinois was now an English colony part of
the province of Juebec, governed by George IIX
Under order from General Gages... a royal pro-
clamation was read at HKaslaslia promising
religious freedom to the French (settlers)
who were Roman Catholics. ZEven with this
assurance the inhabitants so dreaded English
rule that fully a third of them left their
homes, crossing to the Spanish at St. Louis
or going down the river to New Orleans. So
the newcomers did no more than leep the
population even during the British rule.”

The thirteen years of British rule in Illinois
are singularly eventless, especially when

you remewmber the remqlkable happenings of
these years along the coast. For during

this time Parliament was taxing the colonies
without giving them representation. The

great debt following the F:ench vars was

inc ulred snid the English, for vour defense
and yvou must help ?ayog

As we Imow the colonists refused and fought for thei

L

T
T {ilinois Historical Library Series (No.9) 1904, p.dd6
ie

2 Humphrey, Grace, Illinois--The Stoxy of tre Prair
State, p. 35
3 1bide pe 25

nl
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freedom. Although Illinois was eventless during

<

this thirteen year pericd it had already been actively

one of the basic causes leading up to the American

fol o

Revolution. Had there been no French and Indians

fighting in the Illinois Country the British would

)

not have had their finances extended.
Hafter 1768 due to the transference of the

manzgenent of the Indian affairs to the colonies,
Wilkins was forced to manage the local Indian affairs...
Wilkins succeeded in keeping most of the Indians pacified,
There were, however, continual rumors of an Inddian

war and threatened attacks upon Fort de Chartes in

1769 and several white settlers about the Post were
murdered.'t  Of more concern to the British government
when they took over was keeping the French and Spanish
under control. In thirteen years the British had

to worry about the territory .more than ever. The

to claim the Northwest Territory as part of the new

country. Clark's force was only 177 men but surprise

T 511ino4is Historical Librory Series (Mo.263 1019 p.195
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enabled the brave American band to capture Kaskaskia,
Cahokia and Vincennes. Ilad it not been for the
peaceful nature of the Indians left in Illincis
Clark's plan would never had succeeded.

It should:beé noted
United States leader of the Illinois Country had
many Indian troubles in the 1780's. The Chickasaws,
located in southeastern Illinois, became hostile as
the white men settled on their land during this

beriod. Soon though peace was made wi

7

real Indian problems were the result of

More important though the MNorthwest was foirly
secure for the American colonists. Virginia lay
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The house of delegates qcc01d;ng1y proceeded

to extend civil 1u130c1cL1on over that country,

t
in Cctober, 1778, bg enacting a law establish
ing the country of Illinois, containing the
aol7OW1ﬂn

N t « of the

ia who are already
fter settle on tne
he io shall be included
in a dgstlnct county which shail be called
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I1iinois County; and the governor of this
corzonwealth, with the advice of the council,
may apbpoint a county-lieutenant or commandant-
in-chief of that county during pleasure, who
shall take the oath of fidelity to this
conmonwealth and the oath of office according
to the form of their own religion. And all
civil offices to which the inhabitants have
been accustomed, necessary for the preserva-
tion of the pea ce and the administration of
justice, "hwl1 be chosen by a majority of the
citizens in their respective districts, to

be convened for that purpose by the county-
ilieutenant or cnﬂmandvnu, oxr his deputy, and 1
shali be commissioned by said county-licutenant.

Finally in 1788 the British ceded the Northwest

The fur trade and mining were key industries in
moving the Indians westward ahead of the vhite settler

f Congress though the fur trade

erce according TO many sources.

wt

The threat to the Indiang was not the fur trzders

and trappers. It was the farmers
1 ”osa §@hn§ illanois, Mistori




i7
merchants who foliowed them thet drove the Indians

off the rich Illinois lands.

L

An excellent example of the quickness with
which the Indians lost their lands was the loss of
northwestern section of Illinois in the early 15Z0%'s

after treaties had becn made to give them this one

I

at The miner was the prime mover

-
(0}
@

paxrt ot the s

~

in this area as the white men learned of lecad ore

in the area.

Tt at no great depth in the Galena

1 estone and the aborigines collected it
either by stripping it from the surfact or

ba inking shallow schafts from which it was
hoisted in deerskin bags. Shortly after

t dor of 1812 American prospectors pushed

i he region, and the Government began 1
g ng leases on easy terms to the operators.-—

3laves were soon brought in from southern Illinois

and sven further south. 'Smelters, miners, speculators

"

merchants, gamblers, and get-rich-quick folks o

o

every sort swarmed thither by the thousands from

every part of the United 3tates, especially the South,
and even from Hurope.'™

Fushroom towns s;zang up all over the district;

deep-worn native paths hecame ore roads betweon

the burrews and the river-landings; sink holes

abzndonded by the Sank and Vorxes, when no

longer to be operated with their crude tools,
T0gg, Frederic Austin, The Old Morthwest, vol.19, p.124
2 Ibid. p. 194
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were reopened and found to be excentionally
rich, while new diggings and smelting fur-

naces, fitted out with modern appliances,
fairly dotted the map of the country.l

Galena, a town that is old and small by today's

standards,was the thriving metropolis of the re

ginn.
Settlement took place rapidly when = trail was
opened from Feoria and ''roads were early opened
to Chicago and Milwaukee. In 1822 Galena was visited
by a Kississippi River steamboat, and a few years
later regular steamboat traffic.was established.

¥ven more important in moving the Indians out
of the cession made by the Kickapoo in 181¢ of an
area a little north of the mouth of the Illinois

River and southeast of the Illinois River. HNear the

pev)

area "many squatters anxiously awaited the survey

and sale of the land, especially of that

-y
i

famous Sangamon country.’
The following description of Indizns in I1llinois

in 1818 comes from Solon Buclk and Thoncs Forsyth.

Remember that when the Prench came to the Illinois

-

country few Indians were located there. Those five

small tribes that were had found a confederacy to

protect themselves from the larger tribes from the

1 Thvaites, Ralph, The Story oL ﬁigcozsiﬂg D. 163

2 Qﬂﬁ, @gaamtg e 195 T

2 Boggess, ér¢@h§~01§q10ﬁ, The S?iﬁl&“ﬁ vh of Iliinnis

1778-1830, p. 124
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ast being pushed baclk by the English on the east

coaste
By 1818, the Cahokia, Hichiganea, anc Tamaroa
had disappeared as distinct tribes; the
Kaskaskia, wmuch weakened, Iingered:on in a
reservation of 350 acres left them by the
whites near the town.of ‘Kaslkaskia; while the
remnants of the Peoria still lived near the
former ‘habitat of the confederacy on the
Il1linois River,

In an 1815 census of Indian tribes in Illinois the
Secretary of Wer found thet the "kaskaskia
been reduced to sixty souls and the Feoria were not

o)

included in the count at all."™

The larger tribes of the period were the Kick-
apoo who lived in the Sangamon Valley and the S=zulk
and Fox, 'who although not completely analgamated

<3

mingled with each other a great dezl and sometines

lived in the same wvillages.' An excellent description

of the location of the tribes in Illinois 3is this:

Generally speaking these tribes (Sauk and Fox)
may be said to have occupied the westezn part
of the triangle between the Mississippi and
the Illinois and between the Kissi551ﬁT1 and
the Rock rivess. The grrater part of th
domain of the Hinnebhago was in what is now
ﬁiscrnsin, but a gmall wedge-shaped portion
it extended intc Illinocis Detween the

ock River and the eastern watarshed of the
ssissippi. Some of the villages of this
tribe were located on the Rock. The whole
northeastern part of illinois was ocCupiad

L4

1 Buck, Solom Justus, Illinois in 1818, p. 2
2 Ibid. pme 3
3 ibid. pe. 2






by the rotawatomie with the associated bands
of Ottawa and Chippewa. They had villages
on the Rock, the Fox, the Kankakee, the
Ellinois, and also in the interior beLween
these streams and in the neighborhood of
Chicago. According to the Secreiary of
War's estimate the Eoiaw vtomie were the most
numerous,, having 4300 souls. The Sauk
numbered 2200 and the Fox 1200, The Winnc-
bago were credited with 2400 souls but only
a few of these lived south of the line.
Nearly all of the 1600 Kickapoo, on the

ther h%ﬁi were within the limits of
I1linois.

" The life of the tribes chinged with the coning
of the white men yet =many of their ways of culture
remained the same. '"Their agriculture was of a
rude and primitive sort, and they had come to rely
upon the white trader for o laxgesr number of articles
vhich, once uninovn, had become necessities of 1ifes
and these they secured in exchange for the returns

5 . ") - . -
of their hunts. It soon resulted that their growing

wants couldn't be satisfied snd their condition o

h

living became a wretched one in sorie cases. A4S a
result they were regarded as werds to be cared for
as well as possible enemies to be feared by the

governments. I

owever, I feel the white men of the

day expected too much of the Indians when I found

this statement from a government official in the
1 “arSVi‘ Thomas, "An fAccount of the Sauk and PFox
Nations, The Z

T G - L - o
G439 Cél, ‘:?;) e Sl T » ;? a &
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Northwest Territ

to
Since the ¢s

Ve
ablishment of the National
Government p ions have always been
gratuitously distributed to them, and

more recently goods to a considerable amount
have been given. Without these annual
gratuities, it is difficult to conceive

how they could support and clothe themselwves.
Ang even with all this assistance their
condition is wretched, their wants increas-
ing their feelings czsponding and their
nprospects drearve.

g
a2

L
o

0 e

s
v
i

The white men overcredit themselves with this
statement too. Just remember the Cherokees being
forced in the year 1821-32 to move from MNorth

arolina to west of the Mississippi, The United
States government gave them no food or means of
transportation. The Indians' culture was of
different type and when it clashed with the white
men's it resulted in the Indian culture losing out
because of the more and varied demands of the white
nen's culiture,
After the War of 1212 ended in 1814 =many =more
farmers moved into the Illincis country. "The advent

~ ~

of the picneexr w farmer was an even mere prolilific

source of friction of the irregularities of the fur
traders, for the Indians regarded with the most

jealous disfavor the pormanent clearance and settle-




nent of the hunting grounds over which their ances-
tors had roamed in perfect freedom.™ Cortainiy this
was highly upsetting to the Indians that they retained
little of the independence and self-sufficiency of
their ancestors. Whot made it even worse was the
white men “regarded the land as theirs by a sort

of racial right and considered that they weore justi-

fied in using every mecans possibie to wrest it from

The Indians were considered less of than the
Nepro slaves. In fact, some of the Indians were
bound into slavery. The fact that Indians were killed
if they didn't leave their iland and the 1ittle con~
cern shown by the English religicus lcaders for them
made matters worse., Through all my reseaxrch I am

unable to find wmany religions ministering to the

Indians by the fAmer ns before 1840, The HNorthwest
Territory haod fewver Indiam Missions than the Zast

#

had had. Giowever, it should be noted that the early

it such easisr to "buy" the Indians' lands, trade

with them, and keep p=ace with them,

L ibid, pe. 2
5 T e
K,
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The Baptists and lethodists were the first
English groups to start missions on the frontier.
A brief description of this movement follows:

of the outstanding leaders in the Baptist
ions wovement was John Mason Peck (1876~
luou), a convert from Congregatiomalism. In
1818 under the auspices of the Triesnnial
Convention, he organized a church in St. Louis
then éevozed several vezrs to the establish-
ment of Bible societies and schools in Illinois,
Indiana, and Missouri. With the assistance of
Jonathsn Going, a pastor in Worcester, llassa-
chusetts, he heiped to found the American
Baptist Home Mission Society in 1832....

During its first year it placed more than

50 missionaries in New York, Ohio, Michigan,
Indiana, and Illinois. Perhaps the most
CO3OlLL1 of these missionaries was Ezra Fisher,
who foundgd churches in Indiana, Illinois,

and Eowa.l

.J-

It should Dbe noted that the fethodists forwed

a missiorary society in 1319, This society "cooper-
ated with the Annual Conferences in the creation of
new mission fields and the recruitment of an itinexr-
ant ministry. Thus in 1829 the Illinocis Conference
founded threc missions and approinted a committee
chaired by FPeter Cartwright to estimate ithe cost of

However, befors this time the

a NZ5SIONn amon

in 1822 on the Fox River in ncrthern Illinois.

1 Ulmstead, Clifton E., Historv of Relicion in the
United States, p. 270

o ibide De 271
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Jesse Walker of the Illinecis Conference thus
describes his mission to the Potawatomies:..

o
in the spring of 1325, toge%hcr with five white
families, I proceeded to ithe mouth of the Fox
River, (prescntly at Ottefa,illlno is) shortly
after vhich I had a most satisfactory council
with five chiefs of said tribe. We immediate-

v built cabins for the accommodatiocn of the
amilies, I opened a school, into which I

eceived fourteen Indian children; but finding
at the school was not located on iIndian land,

proceedsd up Fox river about thirteen miles,
elected a 51tuablun, aind am now preparing to
emnove to it, wyich I will accomplish z2& soon
S :

in the period of the settlement of the 0Ola

give missionaries experience

the Hississippi. Certainly "the painful

reriences of indian wars on the frontier combined

In 1818 when Illinois was asimitted to statehood
was far from civilized. Hany communities existed

the Indiam tribes on Indian londe Oniy

occasionally would a village be destroyed though,

a whole life was happy in 11 ineis in 1818,

béi;a 1". 275

ad. p. 274




Indian wars happened

them were extensive. The

1532 i

of1 hes

(o)

¥os  one. T
of poor thinking and
side. HNext 'is ‘a.discussion:

thich took place between 181%

o

indian violence

the result

confederate and save the land

12¢ deemed to be theirs
1 cemed 1 e thears

of "Tecumseh's apnpea

1s

one-half year

the wh

i

te

The violence

1o
that

forever,'l

the Grea

the

indiansg

The wh

T

N
L

c

the Tort Wayne

in the territory became greatly alarmed
and began ere ng block-house for or near
all the settlements. There were a time
only about 12,000 to 14,000 vhite p in
I1iinois and they were probsbly out red
over ten to one by the IndianSe...
forts were constructed at this time or
near most of the small settlements. Hore
formidable nlaces of defense, however, were
at Chicego, Fort HMassac, Fort Rusgell near
Lk and Port Lplotte and Port
Vi the Wabash.”
Al small forts were build the set

1 Dunne, Edward, &llinois, vol. I, p. 212

2 Ibide po #1Z

&)
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were nearly helpless until the federal government
provided aid late in the War of 181Z.

the forces of United States

oned in Illinois and near

tory were as follows: Fort
Chio, 36 menj; Port Madison

on *qe ¥ississippi, 44 men; Vincennes, 117
men, and Port Dearborn, 52 mean. These 250
men were confined in iheﬂr duties o defend-
ing these forts and the t@rritorg immediate-
Ty surrounding them and were no %vailable
for general Don—c;untry warfare.

At the time
Regulars stat
illiﬂOlS Te

Thuts the seitlers in Illinois were left pretty nuch

~

r own. Territorial officers did try some

on the
activities of their own. The encouragement of
Governor £dwards to the settlers to form their
ovn defenses was importante.

Many

ful. &n excellent example of this is the two campaigns

e

n 1812 led by Governor Edwards., These brief des-

riptions Dbest describe the dismal failures.

Q

The information was that at Peoria there wes
a large gathering of Fottawatomi, ﬁé“”i, and
mlckagoo “Indian ns, and that these indians were
organizing for assaults uron the {rontier
settlements to the south. The first of these
zpeditio ﬂu? composed of recruits raised in
Illincis, were accowpanied b; the governor
hzmselz, and in ranks there narcned one

the
John Reynolas, afterward a governcr of Illinois.
eeeCn the march from TFort Russell to Yeoria,

1 ibide pe 216
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10y encountered m belligerent Indians until
1ey arrived ot within four or five miles of
1 indian village on Peoria Lake. Here they
illed an Indian vhose arms were raised and

ol B
5o

who was asking to surrender, and captured his
squaw. Unron the arrival at the vfilawe itself,
they found the huts deserted, and the untrained
militia plundered and burned the villagCeese

The second expedition organized by Governor
Bdwards traveled by water to Peoria. Upon
arrival at that point, thev found it descrted
by practically all of its inhabitants, in-
cluding the United States agent, FOLSyto,
Jheleuwon Captain Craig began appropriating
all of the 3ronerty left by the deserters.
Upon Forsyth's cowing inte camp, however,

he returned some of it Por several days

te
heleaf er Cmvuqﬂﬁ Craig and rOLSv h were
J.

Craig's boats were f1~er unon bv ‘some
unknown person whereupon C1“1q plonounced
the people of Peoria guilty of the offense.
He thoreupon plundered and burned most of
the town and carried away forty of its
inhabitants as pl$SOQelS. Later on these
prisoncrs were released by Governor Edwards,
To his credit it can be said thet he com=
rensated them for their losses qut of

Indinn funds in hic posSsession.w

Seeing that Indians were restive and belligerent

3

the British supplied the Indians with guns and

ammunition freelye. For a time the British assistance

e
UI
(]
G
ll
)
[
“
g
a
(3
o
n
o
~
o)

vas given secretly and was
ill feeling between Great Britain and the United

o

>tates developed, hardly any attespt was made at

secrecy. '

1 Thid. p. =21
2 Thicde Do 213
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With all the disastrous results of 1812 the
surrender of Detroit and Mackinac and the destruction
of PFort Dearborn the Illinois settlers were on edge.
The situstion encouraged the British to helicve
that they could re-possess the licrthwest Territory.
As a result of the activity of Robtert Uixor who mus-
red sunport for the British of the strongest tribes
of the Northwest 'in Illinois and¢ Indiana, the
frerican authorities beliesved that any day the British
orces with overwhelning Indian allies would be upon
them. Many of the settlers gathered in their own
forts and around other forts occunied by American
troops and begesn to cry loudly for Federal assiatance,’
“PFor two-thirds of the time, the war went badly
for the Illincis settlers. OCther activity in the
area took place under Hajor Zachary Tavlor who in
August 1214 led an expedition to Rock Island vhoxe
"Taylor was compelled to retreat with his troops
to Fort Edwards, a fort which was built near Warsais,

o a e s 2 <
i1llincise.™ The British and Indians controlled the

2

-

1.

territory north of a line drawn from Feoria to

Worsaw. Sven though they lost the war we should

note that they controlled one half the state of
Thid. D, 220

1
2 ibide De 222




Page 7

30

18)18-1330

g2 /3¢

i



31

nm,;
[ _
/, ;/WWM
: 1816
v 1§09-1318

| ' f/aﬁ,e, /04
e/ / Tbid.

1918

(809

. 515
“

Paqe,c?/



32

\\

)
~ i | 1795181t
\ 13'6 _704\,3;, Y

Y, ) The Atthrmend
& of Mma«t.aﬁz?"/?BO
1908, Jliine Feslouan!

fage |



'.n'- iy "I,.. I'l- " T Foql | [0 A -\
,%J»Tr‘ e ¥ \ﬂ& P il
T e

- -vh-n--"wn;g"egﬁ':" "J‘_ ok -:i r

£ O 4 il o ".’,J\’ - .

R R :'““:?f}'“‘" A

B e o | T

Cessions complete
beSove (818

C,o\/eveC’ by cessions

bosth beSeve +aSter 1818

Ceded and re:‘\"'b‘ede"
te the Indians be Sore 88

Not covered by cessions

beSore )8I¥



I1lineis and were considered militarily successiul

in the Northwest Territory.

The reason for their successes other than having
a greater number of men in ar then the Iliinoisans

is the character of the troops and officers. 'The
material from which the regiments were recruited
was intrinsically good, but utterly raw and untrained.

The men could ghont well; they had great powers of

&}
-

endurance; and they were brave., But ehre the 1is

With the end of wrr in 1815 the Indians returned
to make prace treaties. "Although the redskins
were still numerous and discontented, their spirit
of resistance was brol»:ene“2 With the United States

hasis on land purchasing retuined.

-
=
0]
<
2.
(@]
O
H
0]

Many new settlers came from the Uast. Indiana's

population alone grew from 25,000 in 1810 to 70,000
in 1816,

iy

The Indians wezre the big losers in the land

fuguste Chouteau. This treaty of August 24, 1814

1 Cgg, opeCite Do 154
2 :{bf..{:io }‘:‘e j..’/?{)




at St. Louis with the Ottawas, Chippewas, and

.

Pottawatomies provided ''by which they ceded a strip
of land twenty miles wide on the eastern boundary

at Lake Michigan and extending generally South

West so as to incliude the Chicago Portage and a strig
of land extending to the mmouth of the Fox River.'

Two other important treaties were: (1) Treat

of Greenville, August 3, 1795:

Some 16 tracts of land comprising all the
principal trading posts and portages in
the terzitory mnow comprising the states of
Chie, Indianz, Michigsn and Illinois werxe

ceded to the Government, incluclng Mackinac

Island and ‘one piece of land six wmiles
square at the mouth of Chikago River
ewwtv1ng into the South West end of ,
Lake HMichigan where a fort formerly stood.”™

"After the Treaty of Greenville the settlcrs

Ja

not only came rapidly and in great numbers, but

ending of the Indian occupation moved rapidly forward

hence during the first third of the 19th century
Indian treaties of importance were conciuded with
unusual frequegcya”z

(2} Tresty of 1804 with the Sacs and Foxes:

In 1804 General W, Il. Harrison, Governor of
Indiana Territory “was at »aint Louis seeking

sa 115L&CL&QL of the Sac Indians for the
murder of three settlers and tzking advantage
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of the situation, secured execution of a
) P .
[}

treaty by five of the chiefs of the 3ucs
and Foxes ceding to the Government over
50 million acres of land in Hissouri,
Illinois, and Wisconsin, including the
land bDet tween the Illinois and lississ ilp
rivers, for ?m,uu4 50 in goods_ and a
promised annuity of $1, 000,00,

;.s.

Later Blackhawl and his foliowers repudiated

this treaty. They charged that the treaty was made

~ 4

without the consent of the reople. Disputes growing

.

out of this treaty resulted in 1830 in the Black-

.

the

=

The land situsticon was of much concern o

oavernmont and settlers. In fact meny, many tinmes

il

~

ot more concern than the treatment or amount o

~

paynent for the Indians at the time. Nobody scemed

to e concerned about where the Indians went or

~

r did as long as they lived west of the

didn't kill any vhite peoples.
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Land

Before the American Revolution no naticnal
land syster was used. The states that had open
lands to the West of then claimed sections extending
to the iississippi River. At the time of the American
Revolution the colonists emphasized their claims
to the West. All this emphasis would have gone for
nanght had not the British been so little interested
in the wild western lands. Even at that the British
with their Indian allies would have controlled the
area had not revoluticnist George Rogers Clark
captured the Illinois Countrye.

After the American Revolution the questicn
arose to whom did the western lands belong. Thanks
to conflicting claims and the jealousy of the states
that were unable to claim western lands a naticnal
land system ceme into being. Incorporation of the

following provision in the Articles of Confederation

resulted in Maryland and other small states working

to defeat the Articles of Confederation resulied

finally in & change. The hated clause provided
that a Court of Commissioners to determine disputed
boundary claims be set up and that no state shall
be deprived of territory for the benefit of the

United States.
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Almost two years after the ratification of

the Articles of Confederation some of the large

states followed the proposal of the Committee of
Finance and ceded their western lands. 'Cf the

. 0ILS

fade

seven deeds of cession three were without condit
of any kind while four contained stipulations.'!
Virginia was one of the four with stipulationse.
Hevr most important stipulation which set a strong
precedent stated that the land ''shall be considered
as a common fund for the use and benefit of such of
the United States as have become, or shall become
menbers of the Confederation or Federal Alliance
of the said states, Virginia inclusive, according
to their usual respective proportions in the general
chazrge and expenditure, and shall be faithfully aand
bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no
other use or purpose whatsoever,™

It should he noted that although a national
land system was instrumental in successful settlement
of the United States it had the immediate tragedies
of Clarlk and his soldiers getting no land grants
until after most of them had died an< the encourage-

ment of speculation such as the Scripto business,

1 Treat, Payson Jackson, The National Land System
1785-1820, p. 8
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in Ohio.

The close of the War of 1812 threw the country
into financial disorder and the government's land
credit system was worlking out badly. The Act of
1817 permitted the sale of six sectinons in each
township in quarter sections or half-quarter. sections
(80 acres). Of course, this meant less money for
the government and opened land speculation to a
greater extent.

"Bdwards, of Illinois, presented an amentment
(to the National Land Offices bill) designed to
benefit the squatter, for it would have given an
actual settler on land already offered for sale a
pre-emption and right to purchase under the existing
system up to 160 acres. This would have resulted
in a mongrel system, part cash and part credit.nt
This amendment passed when Senator Johnson added
a sort of graduation in price clause. This act
"was the most important piece of land legislation
since the Congress of the Confederation laid down
the princinies of the Amezrican land system in 1785,

seesslts texms provided for the abolition of credit

1 Ibid. p. 140
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and the establishment of cash sales after July 1,
1820, for the sale of 80 acre tracts, and for the
reduction of the minimum price o $1.25 an acre."l
This act is known as the Land Acto of 1220 and
"considering the period and the circumstances a
commendable piece of lan< legislation.™

Criticisms of the 1320 Act are in order. The
auction systen permitted wealthy men to continue
buying large sections of land +thus leaving the poor
s=ttlers the poorer land in an area. However, the
government had to have income and the old unsold
lands brought only the minimum price in wost cases.
Senator Morrow best summed up the situation thus:
"The idea of providing ecgual facility to the poor
and to the rich by any regulation is incompatible
with that of disposing of the lans for a valuable
consideration.”® Of course, the Land Act of 1820 was
unable to deal with credit land sales before that
date and $21,000,000 (more than one-fifth of the
national debt) was outstanding. For many years
Congress worked on the problem and in most cascs it
ended up granting "relief." (free land is what it

amounted to)
1 Ebiée t)e 140"141

2 Ibids.pe 145 . -,
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Payson Treat macde the following notahle ob~-
servations about lznd grants to the soldiers.

The extent of the grants had been due %o the
great wealth of 1qnd of which Congress has
been the trustee. And yet the ziving of
land was more expensive than it appeared.
These millions of acres were surveyed at

the expense of the nation and the 1l

revenue suffered for every warrant 15515d.
It would have been better to ‘have given
bounties in cash rather than inlands, the
soldier would have been freasd from the
speculator and the general system of land
sales would not have come into competition
with bounty lands which generally sold below
the minimun price. Neither the soldier

nor the nation received jhe maximun of
benefit from the system.

Grants in Xllincis were given for fighting

o

with Clark; in the War of 18125 or in the Blackhawk
War,

Land sales first took place in the Indiana
Territory in 1806 at Vincennes. Although soune

tribes ceded Illinois land in 1803. *,..much of the

same region was not finally ceded until the trezties

~

<

of 1816, 1818, and 1819.'"" The federal land sale
business started "big time™ in Illinois after the
Land Act of 1820. 1In 1821 large lznd sales took

place at Vandalia and Falestine, Illinois.

1bia. p. 261
Toid. p. 173

£ =4
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"Probably nothing affected settlement in
Illinois from 1809 to 1818 more profoundly than did
changes in the land question, for during this period
Congress passed important acts relative to land

sales, and this was also the period of the first
sales of public lands in the territory.''y Large
public land sales were a long time in happening
because of the unsettled French claims. The situation
was explained thus: "Although begun by the Governor
of the Northwest Territory at an early day and cont-
inued by commissioners authorized by Congress and
appointed in 1804%5 the settlements were incomplete
when Illinois became a separate territery. To top
it off the young United States government adhered
to its policy of selling no land in the territory
until the claims were finally adjudicated.

Still problems continued as in 1809 soon after
the confirmation by Congress of the commissionerts
decision on claims "a long list of rejected claims
arose chiefly from the work of professional falsifers
was reported.'s So it was 1813 before the anxious
Illinois squatters were relieved of their concern.

Two memorials resulted in Congress allowing

the Illinois Territorial Legislature to act on the

N\

\rthur Clinton, The Settlewment of Illinois, p. ©
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land sales problem. The Illinois delegate in Congress
was instructed to get a deal for Illinois similar
to the Chio Enabling Act of April 30, 1802 "granting
to Chio two salt springs on condition the state should
agree not to tax such public lands as should be sold
within her Dborders, until after five years from the
date of sale,"l
The Iliinois Territorial Legislature also desired
that the United States Secretary of Treasury authorize
the designation of the college township reserved by
the Ordinance of 1787 and the Act* of 1804. The
result was:
the enabling act and the Illinois constitution
the salt springs to the state and agreed that
public lands sold in I1linois should be exeupt
from taxation for five years from date of sale;
the Illirnois Constitution proviced for the
employ:nent of slaves at the salt works; an act
provided for the locatim of the college town=-
ship; and in 1816 the making of the desired
road was authorized, although at the beginning

of 1218 _the route had been merely surveyed and
mapned.

One part of the above bill was carricd out as
follows in 1818. "Illinois received two townships
for a seminary and the thzee per cent fund in that
state was to be applied tc the encouragement of

1 fbid. p. 101
2 Ihid. p. 101-10Z
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learning, of which one-sixth part shasll De exclusively
bestowed on"a college or university."l

Note that the Illinois government followed the
exaiple of Chio in land sale procedure and in-turn
Wyoming, Colorado, and other western and southern
states followed Illinois® example. An example was
the Alabama Act of 1819. Congress too much be
given credit for keecping public land sales in order.
The Ordinance of 1787 certainly s=t down solid basic
rules.

Although Illinois is one of the heaviest pop-
ulated states today 'the loug <delay in opening the
land-offices in Illinois was fatal to on ezrly settle-
ment of the region, because the old states had public
lands which they offered for sale at low rates, thus
depriving Zllinois of a f=ari chance as a competitor.“g
Also we should note thet before the pcace of 1815
Indian fears kept many settlers from moving on to
the I1linois Country.

Land speculation did take place in fllinois.
However, as compared to Ohio or areas just west of

the Mississippi land speculation was a very small

I Treat, opeCite Do 279
2 Ibid. p. L
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problem. Over one-hzlf of Illinois'® land was sold
after the 1820 act. On top of this =such of the
southern and western part had been in one family’®s
hands so long that no bedy dared try claim the land.

Of special interest to historians are the
pieneer letters of Gershom Flagg which were published
later by Illinois historian Solon . Buck. They
describe life in the Illinois country in the early
19th century. Flagg'®s journey to Illinois is a
typical example of emigration to the Illinois country.
for the purpose of purchasing land and becoming a
pertanent settler. He started out from New York
to Ohio in 1816 where he located in Springfield for
the winter. "...It was not long before his *Chio
fever began to turn' and he was seized with the
'Missouri and Illinois fever® -~induced apparently
by the hope of teing able to secure work as a surveyor
by going to St. Louis." After spending the sumrmer
in Cincinnati on the advice of friends "he joined
with ancther Vermonter in the purchase of a flat
boat and on October 19, they started to float dovn

2
the Ohio.""

T T1iinois Historical Library Series (No. 15) 1910 p.140
2 Ibid. p. 140
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Flagg purchased 260 acres of land above St.
Louis and then returned to St. Louis in hopes of a
government surveying job, but none were available.
"In the spring of 1818 he established himself on a
quarter-section of land six miles north of EBdwardsville
in Madison County, Illinois. Renting pazrt of the
farm, he cultivated the rest himself and boaxded

with a neighbor."l

Soon after his farming venture

he married Jane Paddock. He spent the rest of his

life farming, and "serving as justice of the peace

and as nostmaster of Paddock's Grove. He died

lMarch 2, 1857.... It is interesting to note that

five of his eight brothers and sisters followed him
~

to Illinois."”

What encouraged the Illinois land settlement

discovered, and the Panics of 1819 and 1837 which
forced people to go West to survive.

In Illinois the land laws were sirict enough
that the federal and state governments were able to
kecp their debts down more than some other states.

Also the strictness of the Illinois laws resulted
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in most of the settlers improving their lands
rapidly and thoroughly,.

The Illinois Territory Laws provided that

all the debtor's property, both personal and
real, could be sold under execution: and

the lané did not sell for want of bidders, the
tiff hod the fight, 2t his Oﬁtion, to

t at its annrhlsed value by twelve men.
wes not sufficient ﬁrﬁwerty the body
debtor could be taken and committed
countv jail, or to the prison bounds
ing security that he would not depart
OTle Plﬂssn bounds were required to be
f by the countly courts, by metes and
, SO as not to extend in any dire o1
han two hundred yards from the ja
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The laws for the collection of lenés, and for
the recovery of the possession of land, have

not been mate liollv changed Dby our 1resent laws
from whet they were under the territorial govern-
ment. Under the laws of the territory, ﬁlowertv
taken on the premises, let by execution, was
liable to be aprlied, first to the navment of
the rend due; and no property exXcept such as
might be found on the premises, unless the
tenant had clandestinely rewoved the same,

could be talien by distress.-

\.\

1 Edwards, dimfem.Wimt; Jed, The Life and Times of

Winian EBdwards, pDe. 162-1063
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existing between masters and servants were friendly:
but the easiest service was doubtless on the lands
of the Jesuit missionaries.'l This was in: strong
contrast to slavery conditions in Louisiana. Not
only was the worlk harder and unpleasant but the
weather was hard on the workers. On top of this
more larger plantaticns resulted in the masters
being harsher.

Captain Philip Pittman described the two largest
slave holdings in the Illinois country as M. Beauvais'
"240 arpens of cultivated land and eighty slaves"
an¢ . Balet's who controlied "a hundred negroes,
besides hired white people constantly employed.™2

With the opening of the fZnglish rule in the
Il1linois country in 1765 a population decrease
occurred when many of the French families moved
across the iississippi River. As noted before
this movenent reduced the slave populaticn as well.
In 1770 the population of the Illinois country fell
to 1600 of which 600 were slaves but by 1800 English
immigrants soared the territory's pepulation to a

ew record.

1 ibid. p. 145
“ Patiman, Captain P., "The Present State of the
European Settlements on the kMississippi®
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Next the new United States received the Illinois
country. in 1737 an ordinance wasS passed conccrning
the Northwest Territory of which the Illinois country
was a part. A major provisicn (No. VI) of the
Ordinance said, "There shall be neither slavery nor
involuntary servitude in the said territory, other-
wise than in the punishment of crimes, whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted.™

Ilany residents were upset over the provisiocn
and thought of moving West. The article caused
great uneasiness among the slaveholders especially.
Their fears were soon calmed when "Governor St.
Clair, and subsequently Governor Harrison, toolk
the positicn, however, that the Crdinance of 1787
should be given a prospective effect, and that it
did not affect the status of slaves held in the
Northwest territory prior to 1787, These positions
resulted in the people and courts following such a
procedure for many yearse.

Article II of the Northwest Ordinance which
reads '"Virginia stipulates that the French, Canadian
and other inhabitants of Kaslkasliia and the neigh-

boring villages should be allowed to retain their
1 I1linois Historical Library Series (No.15) 1910
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possessions and to enjoy their ancient rights and
liberties' gave the governors a chance to permit
what slavery already existed to continue. Slavery
was not a great problem politically at the time as
can be seen by this statement: 'No reference was
made to the subject of slavery in the first three
General Assemblies of the Northwest Territory,
other than the levying of a tasx on all negroes
over twenty-one years of age.”l

Action was taken to encourage slaveholders
to emigrate from states south and east of the Chio
River. A system of voluntary servitude was created.
Its description follows: "Under the voluntary system
slaves were indentured to their masters, males until
they were 32 years of age, and the children born
to persons of color during their period of service
might be indentured tc¢ serve, the boys until they
were 30 years of age, and the girls until they were
28 years of age, and unless slaves were indentured
within 30 days after they were Dbrought into the
territory, they could be removed by their masters

from the territory. 'The legality of the system
L Chase, Stuart, Statutes of Chio 1788-1833 p. 68
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of voluntary servitude was recognized by a statue
of the Indiana territory passed in 1807, which was
subsequently re-enacted in the territory of I1linois.™
In 1802 the Indiana territorial convention at
Vincennes memorialized Congress to suspend the VI
article of the Northwest Ordinance for ten years.
No suspension resulted. In 1803 the Governing
Council of Indiana proceeded to draw up a slave
code '"the chief material for which was obtained f{rom
the codes of Virginia and Kentucky."z These laws
were as described before with two clarifications.
A1l owners of slaves must register their servants
within 320 days with the County Clerk and transfers
from one master to another were permitted, providad
the slave gave his consent before a notary. Also
if the slave didn't consent his owner had &0 days
to remove him from the territory.
However, not everyone went along with the liberal
view. "The soundness of the doctrine that the pro-

~

visions of the Crdinance of 1737 did not apply to
Negro slaves held in the Northwest territory at the

time of its passage, and that negro slaves subsequently

0D fmaf

I1linois Historical Library Series (MNo.15) 1910 p. 43
Ibid, pe. 7 ‘
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brought into Illinois by their masters might be
deprived of their freedom by contract by virtue of
the Territorial Act of 1807 or the State Constitution
of 1818, was challenged by wmany of the best lawyers
in I1linois,.™

""Blaclk Codes'' came into being in Indiana and
I1linois soon after their territorial governments
were set up. Before discussing the '"Black Code"
let's note who the slaves were. '"The greater
proportion of the negroes came from ¥entucky and
Tennessee, although numbers were brought from Vir-
ginia, the Carolinas, Marvland, and cven Louisiana. "
These slaves were,of course, coming in all the time
until the Constitution of 1818 in Illinois. Some
even came in after 1818. HMost were brought by the
settleréd%dhthe hard physical labor. 'Some, it is
true, like Governor Coles, came into the state for
the expressed purpose of freeing the negroes, but
these were exceptions.”3 In the four counties of
Gallatin, St. Clair, ¥adison, and Randolph alone,
there were over 300 and the whole number of slaves
in the Territory increased frow 135 in 1800 to 749
in 1820.4
1 Ibid. pe 44
Harris, op.cit. p. 11

Ibide Do 11
U.5. Census 1500-1820
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The emphasis was on young slaves as the law
limited the age to which slaves could be held.
Many slaveowners thought were not satisfied even
then. "They registered them for periods of servitude
far in exmcess of the legal limit, wmany being booked
to serve from 40 to 60, and even 99 years. ul
Another 'case in point is Ninian Edward's Joseph,
whom he registered at EKaskaskia on June 14, 1810
to serve 35 years. Joseph was then 18 months old,
and had just been brought into the Territory with
his mother.'2 A more extreme case of emphasis on
youth is Benjamin Stephenson who registered six
negro children: "Moriah, 42 days old; Barkeley,
two years; Debb, 4 years; Winn, 6 years; Frank,
8 years; and Louisa, 14 years old." 13
Although some leadurs were against slavery,

nost were not. Ninian Edwerds' attitude and nractice

assured the settlers that little would be done to
enforce the no siavery expansion laws. ZEdwards,

the first governor of the Territory, 'who kmnew the
law well enough to register several slaves in strict
accord with its provisions, felt gquite free to enter
1 Ha :is on County Records, 1815-1817

- -v

2 1riy Cleriz's Register at Chester, Jjune 14, 1210
ladison County Clerk, June 15, 1817
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his servants: Rose, 23 years of age, for 35 years;
Antony 40 years of age for 15 years; Maria 15 years
of age for 45 years; and Jesse, Z5 years of age for
35 years of service.'l

The '"Black Code' created an unusual situation
in that the free Negro was made an outcast who
might be hunted down and by force or fraud deprived
of his freedom. This statement best describes the
situation: '"'The Black Laws were passed by the leg-
islature and administered with a view to force
all the negroes in Illinois, other thaﬁ the French
negro slaves, into the voluntary system.”2

Thomas Jefferson and others had quite a time
eliminating slavery in the Northwest Territory. 1In
1784 the first ordinance of government for the
territory was passed. However, an article of the
compact saying, 'that after the year 1800, there
shall be neither slavery or involuntary servitude
in any of the said states, otherwise than in the
punishment of crime, whereof the party &hall have
been convicted to have been personally guilty,”3

was defeated when one of New Jersey's delegates

1 County Clerk's Register-Randolph County, June 8
and July 14, 1810

2 Il1linois Historical Library Series (No.15) 1910 p.43

3 Ibid. p. 90
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failed to attend the final meeting. Thomas Jefferson
was very chagrined over the defeat of the above
clause,

He was so™n pleased though when on Cctober 27
the Ordinance of 1787 was pzssed without one dissenting
vote, The sixth article provided that '"there shall
be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in
such territory, otherwise than in the punishment of
crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted with a provision for the reclamation of
persons, from whom labor or service was lawfully
claimed in any of the original states who had escaped
from their wasters.’l Certainly this provision
seens thorough enough to prohibit slavery but
Congress lacked the authority to enforce it 'as
circumstances were recognized in other portiocns of
the instrument”zwhich enabled slavery in a modified
form to continue. 1In fact the modificétion seens
to have existed only legally. Some of the circuin-
stances recosnized were seecn in the suffrage clause
which restricts suffrage to free male inhabitants,

and in estimating the population it was restricted
1 ibide p. O1
Ibide p. 91

™
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to free dinhabitants, and in the provisions for the
conveyance of propsrty, the act of Virginia, pre-
serving the civil rights of the inhabitants who
recognized the authority of the state to their
rights and property was substantially copied, thus
recognizing the rights of that class of inhabitants
to hold their slaves.'!

Thus slavery seemed established in the territory
until statehoods made their decisions. Only one
court case was tried to test the legality and it
never met because the colored people involved were
kidnapped.before the trial. Slavery in Illinois
between 1787 and 1843 seemed to be very similar to
the segregation practices in some Southern states
today. lany within the state disapprove but it was
so accepted as part of the way of 1life it was hard
to removes.

Strong opposition did come in 1735 when Thomas
Jefferson asked Reve James Lemen to go to Illinois
to establish churches. Jefferson encouraged Lemen,
"a born enthusiast against slavery,'" to speak up

against slavery in the new territory. Thus the

Lipia. p. 91
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Jefferson-Lemen Anti=-Slavery Pact was formed.

In 1787 after family illnesses had been cleared
up,Lemen amxt his family moved to Illinois. There
Lemen founded eight Baptist churches.

At first Lemen was successful in getting his
congregations to oprose slavery. They petitioned
Congress against slavery to balance Governor Har-
rison's pro-slavery petitions. "At length Congress
denied and defeated Governor Harrison's request
and purpose; andit was understood that President
Jefferson, loyal to the cause for which he had sent
Mr, Lemen to Illinois to establish, through some
of his powerful friends in Congress caused them to
secure the defeat of Harrison's demanéso"l

However “this’anti-slavery majority by 1808
turned into a minority. Even Lemen's congregations
were pro-slavery. Again with Jefferson's encourage-
ment Lemen spoke out on the slavery issue. This he
did by getting the large minorities in his churches
to form new congregations. The Lemen fanily mernbers Were
Iknown right up to the Civil VWar as anti-slavery

leaders.
1. ibid. pP. 75
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The first settlers,most of whom were from the
South, dominated the political activity of the day.
Several petitions were presenied hy residents to
suspend the operation of provision VI of the Northwest
Ordinance. None were acted on by the federal govern-
mente.

The legislature of the Indiana territory in
1307 adopted severa:l provisions which attempted to
invalidate the Ordinance of 1787. Even though
Indiana rejected the several provisicons protecting
slavery, three years later the Illinois legislature
re-enactad the provisions into Illinois law in 1812,

Ironically no cases are on record until 1817
of challengiing the obvisusly invalid territorial
laws which were repugnant to the VI section of the
Ordinance of 1787. Some settlers did notice the
violation as the diaxry of one read: "In violaticn of
the Ordinance of 1787 we find this statement: There
are among us, chiefly between Alton and Chester,
several hundred slaves, held in perpetual and absolute
servitude in the same manner, so far as I Lknow, that

they are held in the South. "™t

1T Tilinois Historical Library Series (Mo.1i5) 1610
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In September 1802 an act of the territorial
legislature of Indiana, which at that time included
Illinois, made the following major provisions with
the intent t» materially avoid the prohibition of the
Crdinance:of 1787.

The first section of the act provided that,

"It shall be lawful for any person, being

the owner of any negroes or mulattoes of

and above the age of fifteen years, and

owing service and labor as slaves in any

of the states or territories of the United
States, or for any citizen of the United

States purchasing the same, to bring the

said negroes or mulattoes into this territory.'

The second section provides "“That within
thirty days after bringing the slaves into
the territory, the owner or master should
take them before the clerk of the court,

and have an indenture betwesn the slave and
his owmer entered upon record, specifying the
time which the slave was compelled to secrve
the master.'" (The term was.usually fixed at
ninety-nine years.)

Section three provided that if the slave
refused to consent to the ‘ndenture, the
master should have the right within sixty
days, to remove the slave to any state or
terzitory where such property could he
legally held.

Section four, gave the right to punish the
slave with stripes for laziness, misbehavior,
or disorderly conduct.

Section five provided that any person removing
into this territory, and being the owner of any
negro or mulatto under the age of fifteen yeurs,
it should be lawful for such person, owner, or
possessor to register the same and to hold
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the said negro or wulatto to service or
labor,the males until they arrive at
the age of thirty-five and the females
until the age of thirty-two years.

Section thirteen, provided that children
born in the territory, of a person of
color, owing service of labor by inden-
ture, according to law, shall serve the
master or mistress, the males until the
age of thirty, and females until the

age of twenty-eight years.l

T T1Tinois Historical Library Series (MNo.22) 1916
Pe 02



Bven though slavery was not even supposed to
be permitted, some laws allowed slaves to be treated
roughly. Whipping was practiced but only in areas
of the Illinois country where the "poor whites™
from the South wers predosinate. Some attempts
were made to protect the slaves in the county
courts where owners were punished if the white
neighbors testified that the slaves were being

mistreated,

Slavery was carried on to such an exXtent that

in some areas negroes had to have passes to leave

their land.

Negroes were also bequeathed by will and sold
at ;auction lilte any species of personal
provertye .... No attempt was made to conceal
the traffice in slaves. Frequent notices of
desirable negroes 'for sale' and ‘wanted’
appeared in the Western Ihtelligencer of
Kaskaoskia, The liissouri Gazette published

at St. Louis, and enjoving a considerable
circulation in ?11%ﬂoiu, contained, from

1308 to 1320 many similar advertisements...
It was easw for the settlers of 3outhwestern
Iliinois to cross the Mississippi to 3t.
Charles or St. Louis, and the inhabitants

of Gallatin County to visit Kentucky at

any time to purchase slaves,

On top of this slaves whose terms of service were

1 Harris, op.cit. npD. 13
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almost over were Lkidnappecd and sold again in a
slave state. The territorial legislature passed
a law imposing a penalty of %1,000 for kidnapping
of this source but it continued anywaye.-

What kind of work did slaves in Illinois do?
As well as tilling the soil of the plantations
and household work they served as waiters in taverns,
as dairymen, as shoemakers, as cooks, and as toilers
in the salt mines. In 1814 a statute legalizing
the hiring of Negroes for salt mining opened the
way for more slavery in the Illinois Territory.
it should be noted of slavery that "it was not
lirited to the settlements and tovms along the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, but was practised
all over the southern portion of what is now the
State of Illinois, and as far north as Sangamon
County, which was then just beginning to be settled.''l
thin the Criminal Laws of the Illinois Ter-
ritory was the following one.

for disobedience of children or scrvants to

their parents or masters, upon compl

made it was lawful for a justice of the peace
o

to send the offender to jail or the house of
corraction, there to remain untii he or she

1 Ibid. pe 15
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should humble himself to the parent's or
master's sztisfaction; and if any child or
servant assaulted or struck his parent or
master, two or more justices of the peace,
upon conviction thexeof, might cause the
offender to,be whipped with not exceeding
ten stripse.

Zarlier it was noted thet Governor ZIHdwards
was in favor of slavery in the IZlincis Territorye.
However, I ran across the following letter to the

editor to the Xllinois iIntellisencer:

I cannot imagine how Gov. Ford could have
committed so grest a mistake in ranking Gove
Edwards among those who wers in favor of making
this a slave Ztate. His sentiments on that
subject were well know, for no one indzvzcual

in the ESta*te had Deen so active in his oprosition
to the introduction of slavery. In a messSgge

to the Territorial Legislature, in the year
1817, returning a Dill entitled ”An act to
repeal so nmuch of an act enL4L1ec ‘an act
concerning the introduction of negroes and
nulattoes into this anr5t017 "' fe says:

"I am no advocate for slavery; and if it de-
rended upon my vote alone, it should never be
adwitted into any State or Territory not already
cursed with so great an evil. 1 have no objection
to the repeal which I suppose was **Lenﬁed, _
tut there beiqg no such law as thaot which is
described in the preamblie and referred to in

the enacting clause of the bill which has

been referzed to me for my approval, the pro-

posed repeal would be a mere nullity, and with
every possibie aid of legal construction and
intendment would leave in full force the act

of 181z2."

O
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At the session of the Legislature of Illinois

in 1317, a bill was passed by both houses to

repeal so much of the act (Act of 1807) as

authorized the bringing of negroes and mullatoes

into the State, and indenturing them gs slaves,

The governor veteed the bill, giving as his
reason, that there was no such law in Illinois

as the Act of 1807, as it was a law of Indiana

k e;hnically true, although re-~enacted

which was 1
o}

Slavery was very evidently protected in Illinois

during its early years. The criminal code of Illinois
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the "underground railroad™ did start about
1810 and informally even earlier. GMany of Illinois’
residents were against slavery and wore willing o

provide fond, clothing and transpeortaticn. Actuall

a formal "underground railroad™ was not organized

slaves fled through Illincis from Kentucky and

Actually the beginning of the slsvery movement

The four condidates for the governorshin were
Philiips, Browne, loore and Coles, Fhillips and
Browne were pro-slavery candidates while Coles freed
his slaves upon entering Illinois. The governorship
or by the four condidates
Coles came out on top with 2,854 votes to Thillin's

2,687; Browne's 2,443; and Foore's 622, It should
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be noted that "the licutenant governor, Hubbaxd,

tv of the
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to have a convention to legelize slavery. It failed.
And on and on went the battle between pro and anti-

slavery forces. Although Illinois was not a slave

However, the increased settlement from the

night have been forced to accept slavery in the

rl
decision on whether to have slavery be heid off
J
until later years but the ones nmentioned in this

1 Tiiin0is Historical Library 3eries (Mo.9) 1904, 1».420
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