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Interview with Professor Kumazawa

Had the phrase*gonefull circle’ not been so
ancient, | would have guessed that it wasinvented by
someone who met with Professor RisaKumazawa.
Her interest ineconomicsstarted & IllinoisWedeyan
as a student, only to be brought back to good old
Wedleyan in the capacity of aprofessor. Thisisn't
the only circlethough— shewas one of thefounding
membersof the Park Place Economist. Her associa-
tionwiththejourna started asan editor, and hascon-
tinued now intheformof an articlein her name.

Thisisnot to suggest that she has spent her
lifeonly inareasfamiliar to her, however. Quitethe
contrary, she cameto Wedeyan straight from Japan,
where she had been born and raised — quite a bold
move in my opinion. Why Wedleyan all of places?
Her brother was studying here, so sheand her twin
ggter followed in hisfootsteps. She started pursuing
her bachelor’sdegreein Economicswithaminor in
Mathematicsin 1990. After gettingaMaster'sde-
greefromlllinois State, shewent to the Univergity of
Texasat Austinwhere she completed her Ph.D.

Her dissertation wason the effectsof welfare
generosity on the behavioral responses of welfare-
pronewomen. She madequiteafew rather interest-
ing observations, but the onethat fascinated me most
wastherelationship between welfare generosity and
womenwho oftenremarry. Women divorced froma
first marriage and later married were morelikely to
have used welfare benefits as a substitute source of
incomewhilethey weresingle! She chosethis sub-
ject because of her love for labor economics and
through her interest and coursework insociology. Dr.
Sikora, currently a professor of sociology at
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Wedeyan, was her host father, and he helped in nur-
turing thisinterest during her Research Honorsproject.

Whilefinishing her dissertationat Austinlast
year, she started her first faculty position at the Uni-
versity of Missssppi’seconomicsdepartment where
shehad aresearch grant fromthe U.S. Navy. It was
thispostionthat helped her determinethat she needed
moreteaching experience. Shereturnedto her dma
mater for thispurpose. A biginfluenceinthat deci-
sion was Dr. Seeborg, with whom she has shared
great relationshipsinvariousareas. Hewasher advi-
sor, mentor, and co-author, and isnow acolleague.
They wrote apaper together on the educational at-
tainment of teenage unmarried mothers, further evi-
dence of her interest inlabor economics.

One of the biggest changesthat she noticed
since her returnto IWU, isadeclinein the number of
international students. She enjoyed the variousper-
gpectivesthey would bring to class, and isdisappointed
by the waning numbers. A lot of things have stayed
the same though. She was taught by professors
Leekley, Chapman and Seeborg, who aredl still es-
sential membersof our economicsfaculty.

Unfortunately, she will beleaving usat the
end of thesemester. She plansto pursue abalanced
career inteaching and research but at alarger univer-
Sty, something that she cannot do at aliberd artscol-
lege like IWU. She hopes to be remembered as
someone who encouraged studentsto continuein
Economics. Encouragement waswhat helped her in
deciding to pursue a Ph.D., and she hopesto help
someonedseinasmilar fashion.
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