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tainty, both politicaly and economically. 1f theUnited
Stateswithdraws, there are numerousfactionsinthe
country that would loveto bein control, which could
create great economic unrest in lraq and the entire
region.

Also, any attack against Iraq by the United
Statesismogt likely going to creategreat unrest inthe
Arabworld. Itisconceivablethat the deathsof thou-
sandsof Iraqgi citizens could lead to yet another gen-
eration of Americahating terrorists. It doesnot even
takethat much resentment toward the United States
to causeagreat disruptionto our economic system.
Thereare numerousunforeseen coststhat could come
asaresult of this.

In addition to these uncertaintiesthe United
Stateswill be faced with huge back-end costs, such
asthereconstruction effort following thewar. The
United Stateswill be undertaking bombing campaign
over Baghdad that will nearly demolishthecity. Sure
the United Statesnow operatesprecisonguided mis-
sles, but eventhey will cause* collateral damage” to
underground and surrounding infrastructures. 1f the
U.S. plans on establishing a friendly post-Saddam
regimeit will beforced to supply assistancefor the
reconstruction of this city and many othersthrough-

out thecountry. Inadditionto thegtructurd collatera
damagethe United Stateswill be faced with the pos-
ghility of thousandsof civilian casudties. Again, if the
United States plansto prevail asthe good guy it will
be forced to spend billionsof dollarsnursing thein-
jured back to good hedlth.

Thesearejust afew of the uncertaintiesand
back-end coststhat the United Statesfacesinitsde-
cisononwhether or not to go ahead withwar. How-
ever, war should never be decided solely on eco-
nomic costsand uncertainties. Therearesureto be
many Iraqi liveslogt inthe conflict, aswell asthelives
of brave young men and women servingthe U.S. and
itsallies, which the government must consider before
moving ahead. It must also look at the political rami-
fications; canthe United Nationssurvivea“dapin
theface” fromthe United Statesand the United King-
dom, two of itsmost important players? All of these
things and much more should be considered and
openly debated before the United States moves
againg Iraqg.

Even as economists we must occasionaly
cometotheredizationthet not everythinginlifeshould
be dictated by the strict laws of supply and demand
or economic costs and benefits.
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Jeremy Sandford, ' 02

Jeremy isinthefirst year of aneconomicsPh.D. pro-
gramat the University of Wisconsin- Madison, and
working feverishly to preparefor hispreliminary ex-
amsin July. After that, he hopesto do researchin
labor or public economics. He suggeststhat anyone
interested in doing graduate work to take as much
math as possble, even at the expense of economicsif
necessary. He also adviseseveryoneto enjoy them-
selveswhileill &t I1linoisWedeyan, because hisbrief
experiencewith thereal world hasnot been asnice
ashismemoriesof IWU - alot morewalking involved,
for onething.

Justin Etnyre, "99

Jugtinisworking at Household Internationa asaBus-
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ness|nformation Analyst inthe consumer lending bus-
nessunit. Hisposition liesbetween thebusinessusers
and technology services, and he usestools such as
SASand SQL to ensurethat reporting and datare-
quirementsare met. Heisalso working onhisMBA
at Roosevet Universty withaconcentrationinMIS,
which he plans to complete in August of 2003.

Bryan C. McCannon,’98

Brian hasbeen at Penn Stateworking onhisPh.D. in
Economicssince hegraduated fromlllinoisWedeyan.
Hewiill be defending hisdissertation on strategic prod-
uct differentiation and labor raiding thisspring. Start-
ing next fall, he will bean assstant Professor of Eco-
nomicsat ElmiraCollege. Hisareas of specidization
areindustrial organization and micro theory/game
theory. Alongwith hiswork ineconomics, heisaso



working on a series of papers in plant physiology
which apply economic modelsto plants’ alocation
decisons, such aschoiceof root depthinvariousen-
vironments and competition between plants.

Faizal Chaudhury,’96

After spending amost 6 yearsin public accounting,
Faizal isnow a Senior Internal Audit Consultant for
Stepan Company, aglobal chemicalsmaker based in
Northfied, lllinois. Hiscurrent postioninvolvesiden-
tifying opportunitiesto improve operating efficiencies
and internal controlsat Stepan Company’sfacilities
inEurope, Asa, Northand South America. Hehopes
to beginapart-time MBA programthisfall. One of
hismost memorable momentsfrom economicsclasses
was Dr. Seeborg taking students on a tour of the
Cabrini-Green housing projectsin Chicago. Faizal
thinksthat gentrificationischanging thelandscapeand
demographicsof thisareaand that it would probably
allow for agreat labor economic lesson.

Dianalmaka, ' 96

Dianareceived an MBA from City University Bus-
ness School inLondonin 1999, andisin her fourth
year working as abusiness consultant with Deloitte
& ToucheinLatvia. Her specidtiesare cost contral,
business process re-engineering and implementation
of European Union legidativerequirementsto intro-
duce competitioninto traditionally monopolisticin-
dustriesin order for Latviato jointhe EU in 2003-
2004. She sends huge thanksto Dr. Chapman, Dr.
Seeborg, Melinda Carlson, Jack Fields and many,
many othersfor dl their help during her timeat 1llinois
Wesleyan. Shewould also liketo sharetwo philo-
sophical lessons: 1. Thingsthat you do and say make
an enormous difference in other people'slives, so
don't heditate. 2.'Y ou never know whenlifewill give
you that big chance, so make sureyou do themost to
beready for that moment.

Ming Sun Wan, ' 96

Ming Sunis currently working in Hong Kong asa
director of equities salestrading for hedge funds at
UBSWarburg. Oneof hismost memorable moments
from economics classes was when a bee stung Dr.
Seeborg on the nose. He looks forward to seeing
thisyear’s edition of the Park Place Economist.

Gnanika Suriarachchi-Wijayaratne,’ 94

Gnanikagraduated fromTexasA&M University with
an M Sin Human Resource Development inMay 2000
and aM S in Human Resource Management in May
2001. Sheand her husband Ravi had their first child
Niviruin2001, and moved to Cdiforniain 2002. She
worksfor ChevronTexaco Corporationintheir Hu-
man Resource Development Program, wheresheis
currently finishing her third rotationin the Overseas
Petroleum Division. Gnanika saysthishasprovided
her with somewonderful opportunitiesto work with
adiverse group of people fromall over the world.
She has one more assignment inthe program, after
which shewill be placed in aspecificjob withinthe
HR function. She wishes good luck to everyone
working onthisyear’s Park Place Economist.

ThomasM . Smith, '92

Thomeasiscurrently theassstant director of the Cen-
ter for Economic Education and avisiting assistant
professor inthe economics department of University
of Illinois- Chicago. He hasamonograph coming out
thisspring called* Raisng the Barre: The Geographic,
Financial and Economic Characteristicsof Nonprofit
Dance Companies’, which isthe culmination of a
project that heworked onwith the National Endow-
ment for the Arts. Heiscurrently examining the eco-
nomic conditions of nonprofit theater companiesin
theU.S. and coordinating the on-ste activitiesfor the
Asociation of Cultural Economicsinternationa Con-
ference 2004. Heisaso playing eectric and upright
basswithjazz and rock bands all over the Chicago
area.

Sabeen Ali, 01

Sabeen has been working as a consultant for Ernst
andyounginNew York City Snceshegraduated from
IlinoisWedeyan. Thisspring she has changed jobs,
becoming aProgram Coordinator for the Council on
Foreign Relations.
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