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About the Authors

Amy Buenning is a senior political science and international studies major and a
recipient of the Harry S. Truman Scholarship. Amy hopes to attend graduate school,
obtaining a Masters of Science in Foreign Service and plans to utilize her degree in the
employment of the federal government. This paper, written for Senior Seminar, was
prompted by Amy’s study abroad experience at Oxford University.

Dan Glade is a senior Religion and Political Science major from Port Byron, IL. His
academic focus is American religious pluralism with special emphasis on the topic of
acculturation in American Muslim communities. The paper, "Dissonant Politics in
Mubarak’s Egypt" was written as a senior thesis project in Dr. Frank Boyd’s
ComparativePolitics Political Science Senior Seminar.

Megan Presnak, originally from Glenwood, IL, earned her Bachelor of Arts degree
from Illinois Wesleyan University in December, 2004 with majors in Political Science
and History. This paper was completed for her International/Comparative Political
Science Senior Seminar during the Fall Semester of 2004. Megan will be moving to
Washington, D.C. this summer, where she plans to pursue her MA in International
Relations.

Lavanga Wijekoon graduated from IWU in December 2004 as a Political Science /
International Studies double major. He is currently an intern at the McLean County
Public Defender’s Office as well as a Residential Counselor for youths dealing with
substance abuse issues at Chestnut Health Systems in Bloomington. He hopes to pur-
sue a Juris Doctor degree in International Relations at American University in
Washington DC. His paper was written as part of his International Studies Senior
Seminar.

Ryan A. Kemper is a senior Political Science major with a minor in Legal Studies. His
work has been concentrated in the areas of U.S. Social Policy and American Civil
Liberties. “U.S. Drug Control Policy: Clinging to an Outdated Philosophy,” was written
as a term paper for a course in American Public Policy (PSCI 350) in the spring of
2004. Ryan is currently considering law school options and intends to begin working
toward a J.D. in the fall of 2005.

Katharine Egan is a political science major currently studying environmental conser-
vation in Australia. In the future, she plans to work in the fields of human and (other)
animal rights and environmental protection. Someday, she hopes to found an orphan-
age. This paper was written as part of an independent study carried out as part of her
political science senior seminar.

Allison Bannerman is a sophomore Political Science major from Bainbridge Island,
Washington. At IWU, Alli participates in the Promise and Potential coaching program
with BJHS, tutors at Bent Elementary, works with Admissions through Ambassadors
Club, and is an active member of Sigma Kappa. She became interested in the US
Constitution in high school, and Constitutional Law at IWU renewed and deepened
her inquiry.
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