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From a 1931 booklet of pen sketches of Illinois Wesleyan University

We stand in a position of incalculable responsibility  
to the great wave of population overspreading the valley  

of the Mississippi. Destiny seems to point out this valley  
as the depository of the great heart of the nation.  

From this center, mighty pulsations, for good or evil,  
must in the future flow, which shall not only affect  

the fortune of the republic, but reach in their influence  
other and distant nations of the earth.
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Program
President Georgia Nugent, Presiding

Prelude: �Beethoven Piano Sonata in E major, 	 Ludwig van Beethoven  
Opus 109, second movement	 (1770–1827) 

Franklin Larey, pianist

Invocation	 Rev. Walt Wiltschek
	 University Chaplain

Welcome	 Georgia Nugent 
	 President

Introduction of Speaker	 Mark Brodl 
	 Provost

Founders’ Day Remarks	 William Murphy ’98 
“Mimicking nature to create new technology”

Postlude
Mozart Piano quartet in G minor,   	 Wolgang Amadeus Mozart
third movement	 (1756–1791) 

Franklin Larey, Farida Bacharova,  
Paula Gabriel, and Kristiyan Chernev

Bill Murphy ’98
Professor Murphy is the Harvey D. 
Spangler Endowed Professor of biomedical 
engineering/orthopedics & rehabilitation at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Bill 
is the principal investigator of the Murphy 
Group Bioinspired Materials Laboratory, 
which seeks to build innovative biomaterials 
to address significant challenges in biology and medicine. Bill’s research has 
been prolific and has produced 180 journal publications and 23 U.S. Patents. 
He also has an additional 30 pending U.S. Patents and has founded four 
start-up companies.  

After graduating from IWU in 1998 with a double major in physics and 
math, Bill completed his M.S. and Ph.D. in biomedical engineering from the 
University of Michigan. His post-doctoral research was completed in the 
department of chemistry at the University of Chicago.

Bill was previously the Director of the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine Center. Currently, Bill is a Fellow 
for the Wisconsin Institute of Discovery, Director of the Human MAP’s 
Center, and Biomanufacturing Thrust Leader for the Grainger Institute 
for Engineering. Most recently, he was named Director of the Forward 
BIO Institute, which seeks to expedite the transformation of innovative 
technologies into healthcare solutions with broad societal impact. He is the 
recipient of the National Science Foundation Career award (2008). In 2019, 
Bill was inducted as a Fellow in the National Academy of Inventors.
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