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MMPI PROFILES FOR ADULTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
Barbara L. Bentley, Dept. of Psychology, IWU, Dr. Robert Lusk*

Adults with learning disabilities have been relatively neglected in research as compared to
children with learning disabilities. This study compared the MMPI scores of forty-three adults
with learning disabilities, eighty-one adults with other psychological problems, and the normative
populations’ standard scores on the MMPI. It was predicted that overall psychopathology as
measured by the MMPI would be greater among those in the learning disabled group as compared
to the normative group. Also, three specific clinical scales were hypothesized to show elevations
in the group of learning disabled adults as compared to the MMPI normative group. These scales
included the Depression Scale(Scale 2), the Psychopathic Deviate Scale(Scale 4), and the Social
Introversion Scale(Scale 0). To evaluate differences in total pathology, the sum of the T-scores
on the clinical scales of the MMPI was obtained (excluding Masculinity/Femininity, Scale 5) and
then a T-test was performed comparing the learning disabled adults with the normative group.
For the specific scales of the MMPI (Depression, Psychopathic Deviate, and Social Introversion),
T-tests were also performed comparing the T-scores for each scale between the learning disabled
group and the MMPI normative sample. The T-tests revealed significant differences for Scale
2, Scale 4 , and Total Score at the p< .005 level and at the p < .01 level for Scale O.
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