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Three Named ‘20 Under 40’ Connected to IWU

BLOOMINGTON, Ill.— One Illinois Wesleyan staff member and two alumni have been named
to the Pantagraph’s 20 Under 40, recognizing accomplished and dedicated individuals in the
community under 40 years of age.

“It’s really an honor,” said Deborah Halperin, coordinator of the Action Research Center
at Illinois Wesleyan University. Halperin, Brian Beam, vice president and art director of
Business Builders, and plastic surgeon Chad Tattini appeared in a special section of the
Pantagraph on Sept. 19, and will be celebrated with others chosen as 20 Under 40 at the
Community Leaders Breakfast on Nov. 8 at the Doubletree Hotel in Bloomington.

An active volunteer, Halperin was the general coordinator for building of a playground for
Washington Elementary School in Bloomington, which raised more than $100,000 and took the
work of more than 1,000 volunteers.

Halperin’s dedication to community service, however, reaches past the playground. As
president of the board for the Day Care Center of McLean County, she helps to ensure quality
childcare for underprivileged youth. She also serves on the board of directors of the Founders’
Grove Neighborhood, where she helps with community assessment efforts.

Giving back is a natural to Halperin, whose position at Illinois Wesleyan helps boost
local not-for-profit organizations. At IWU’s Action Research Center, she connects students to
internships and research projects at local agencies. “It’s great to be able to match students who
are filled with energy and promise to groups who need them,” said Halperin, who has worked
with social organizations for more than 15 years. “I understand not-for-profits. I can come in and
ask about logic models and strategic plans, and it helps get the best fit for the organizations and
the students.”

Beam, a 1991 graduate with a degree in art and business administration, is president of
the American Marketing Association of Central Illinois, and oversees graphic design for the
marketing firm Business Builders. While at IWU, he was a member of the Student Senate, Theta

Chi fraternity and wrote for the Argus and Illinois Wesleyan University Magazine.
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Tattini, a 1994 graduate with a degree in biology, is a fundraising chairman for the
McLean County chapter of the Make-A-Wish Foundation. The speaker at IWU’s First-Year
Convocation in August, Tattini said Illinois Wesleyan was a foundation for his community
service. “Here, you learn how to channel your enthusiasm into successful ventures,” said Tattini,
addressing more than 500 incoming students. “There were those volunteer organizations to the
community where I learned giving back to my hometown was gratifying. Consider your years
here not only as a stepping stone to the next phase of your life, but also as a permanent
integration into your development as a person, as a friend, as a student, as a worker and team
player,” said Tattini.
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