
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2007, 18th Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 14th, 5:15 PM - 6:00 PM 

Gacela for a Dark Death Gacela for a Dark Death 

Benjamin Johnson 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

David Vayo, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

Johnson, Benjamin and Vayo, Faculty Advisor, David, "Gacela for a Dark Death" (2007). John 
Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 2. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007/music/2 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fmusic%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007/music/2?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Fmusic%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2007 

Music Presentation 

GACELA FOR A DARK DEATH 

Benjamin Johnson and David Vayo* 
School of Music, Illinois Wesleyan University 

Gacela for a Dark Death is 5'50" work for Guitar and Electro-acoustic playback. The poetry read 
in the CD playback is based on Federico Garcia Lorca's Poem with the same title. The electro
acoustic track consists of digital manipulations of recorded sounds of glass and bells. Also, the 
recording of the voice reading the poetry is manipulated to help reflect the dreamlike nature of 
the text. The guitar part utilizes extended playing techniques and evokes new sounds. The 
piece, overall, feels haunting and somewhat meditative. 
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