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Authors’ Biographies

Amber Anderson: Amber Anderson is a senior political science major. While at IWU, she was President
of the Pi Sigma Alpha Political Science Honor Society and Co-Editor of last year’s edition of Res
Publica. After graduation she plans to attend graduate school to obtain her Masters of Public
Administration.

Melinda Burgin: Melinda Burgin is a sophomore political science and studio art double major. On
campus, she is a Multifaith Ambassador, a tutor at the Writing Center, and serves on the Executive Board
of the Student Sierra Coalition. She also participates in University Choir and is a member of Sigma Alpha
Iota. After graduation, she plans to attend law school and pursue a career in human rights law.

Zoe Hovde: Zoe Hovde is a junior double majoring in political science and international studies with a
minor in hispanic studies. She is a peace fellow, the President of IWU Amnesty International, and the
Co-President of IWU Veg. This summer she will be an intern at the World Friendship Center in
Hiroshima, Japan. Her interests include political theory, transitional justice, international politics, and
human rights.

Itzel Mendoza: Itzel Mendoza is a junior double majoring in political science and hispanic studies.
Throughout her time at Illinois Wesleyan, she has interned at the Western Avenue Community Center and
the Immigration Project as a translator and interpreter.

Morgan Tadish: Morgan Tadish is a December 2022 graduate of IWU where she earned her degree in
Political Science. She is currently employed at New Chicago Consulting LLC as a Research and
Communications Associate where she works with political candidates and elected officials ranging from
the local to federal levels. During her time at IWU, she participated in the IWU Symphony Orchestra,
Titan Band, Jazz Band, and was a member of both Sigma Alpha Iota and Pi Sigma Alpha on campus. She
also had the opportunity to spend a semester in D.C. where she wrote an original research paper on the
war in Afghanistan, interned at The Borgen Project, and joined the Bill Foster for Congress campaign as a
Communications Fellow. Within her last semester at IWU, she was brought on the campaign full-time as
the Congressman’s Digital Coordinator and interned at the McLean County State’s Attorney’s Office.
Morgan thoroughly enjoys her work in Chicago and is excited to start graduate school in Fall 2023
through University of Denver for a Master of Science in Environmental Policy and Management with a
concentration in Energy and Sustainability.

Rachel Williams: Rachel Williams is a senior political science major with minors in English-Literature
and Advocacy-Law from Monmouth, IL. She is deeply interested in religious freedom and constitutional
law generally. Throughout her time at IWU, Rachel has been involved in Tributaries, The Argus, Res
Publica, cheerleading, dance, and Student Senate. Post-grad, Rachel plans to work for a few years before
attending law school.
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