Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

1995, 6th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 22nd, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Division of Labor and the Economic Determinants of Divorce
Ginny Shull
Illinois Wesleyan University

Dr. Michael Seeborg, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Shull, Ginny and Seeborg, Faculty Advisor, Dr. Michael, "Division of Labor and the
Economic Determinants of Divorce" (1995). John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference. 9.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/1995/posters/9

This is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital Commons
@ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any way that
is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses
you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are
indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material has
been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please
contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

DIVISION OF LABOR AND THE ECONOMIC
DETERMINANTS OF DIVORCE
Ginny Shull and Dr. Michael Seeborg*, Department of Economics, IWU
The theme of the 1992 National Republican Convention rang out with such

phrases as the "traditional family" and "family values," and many conservatives
asserted that a return to these molds of the established institutions of marriage and
family would be the solution to the societal ills America now faces. Using Gary S.
Becker's neo-classical theory on the family, this study researches the economic
causes of divorce and hypothesizes that, from an economic standpoint, the
"traditional family" is more likely to remain intact than a household with a non

traditional family structure.

A sample of married couples were drawn from the

National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY), and logistic regressions and

descriptive statistics were utilized to measure and explore the economic variables
affecting the dissolution of marriages in terms of Becker's theory. Although support
was not found for Becker's theory, several economic determinants of divorce were

revealed.

