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Abstract Abstract 
This study utilizes data drawn from municipalities across the Philadelphia metropolitan area to examine 
trends in poverty amongst communities.While some research has been done on urban and rural poverty, 
this paper seeks to fill the gap in literature regarding poverty across the subksnurban and metropolitan 
landscape. A multiple regression model is specified, so as to provide an in depth analysis of observed 
trends. The central hypothesis that a relationship exists between poverty and labor force participation is 
tested and affirmed. The implication of this finding, as well as auxiliary findings, are explored and 
expanded upon. Recommendations are made for more human focused development strategies to 
alleviate community poverty. 
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