Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2005, 16th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 16th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Heartland Head Start Program Evaluation
Michelle Uhlenkott
Illinois Wesleyan University

James Sikora, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Uhlenkott, Michelle and Sikora, Faculty Advisor, James, "Heartland Head Start Program
Evaluation" (2005). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 32.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2005/posters/32

This is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital Commons
@ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any way that
is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For other uses
you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights are
indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material has
been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, please
contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2005

Poster Presentation P55

HEARTLAND HEAD START PROGRAM EVALUATION

Michelle Uhlenkott and James Sikora*
Sociology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Head Start is a federally funded preschool program for low-income families that nurtures
the children academically, socially and nutritionally. In the past couple of years recent
literature and the federal government have begun attacking Head Start arguing that the
children in Head Start do not make enough progress in academic areas. The local chapter
of this program is called Heartland Head Start, and is in charge of 1 3 preschool
classrooms in the area. The federal government mandates that the children are tested
three times per year on multiple indicators to view their progress. This data is then sent to
the Heartland Head Start office where is it cataloged. In collaboration with Heartland
Head Start, this study evaluated their program using the data they received from the Head
Start classrooms in 2002-2003, 2003-2004, and the fall of 2004. The data was used to
evaluate the academic progress of the children between the different years and within the
2003-2004 year. This study also determined the effect of the children' s native language
and the children' s age on the children' s progress in the 2003-2004 year. This study has
found academic areas where the children excel and other areas that are still problematic
for the children.

