
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2006, 17th Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 8th, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Smetanaís Libuöe: Political Statement and National Symbol Smetanaís Libuöe: Political Statement and National Symbol 

Kelly Brinker 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Stephen Press, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

Brinker, Kelly and Press, Faculty Advisor, Stephen, "Smetanaís Libuöe: Political Statement 
and National Symbol" (2006). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 3. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/oralpres13/3 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2006%2Foralpres13%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/oralpres13/3?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2006%2Foralpres13%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2006 

Oral Presentation 013.3 

SMETANAis UBUOE: POLITICAL STATEMENT AND NATIONAL SYMBOL 

Kelly Brinker and Stephen Press* 
School of Music, Illinois Wesleyan University 

Czech opera during the 1860is was the nation's primary medium for nationalistic 
expression and consequently tied inherently to the politics of the era. At the time, the 
natiog was divided into two to political parti\<s, the conservative Old Czechs (the 
staroEeiii) and radical Young Czechs (the mladoEeiii), under the shared goal to increase 
the home-rule of their nation. Czech operatic composer Bed-ich Smetana (1824-1884) 
sided strongly with the younger party. This presentation will examine how Smetana 
exploits the current political and musical trends to convey his own political views in his 
most sacred nationalistic opera, Libuiie. 
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