W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

Jé)gllf_}fggrsllceey Powell Student Research 2006, 17th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 8th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM

When is Intuition a Reliable Problem-Solving Strategy?

Amy Kowalski
Illinois Wesleyan University

Jean Pretz, Faculty Advisor
lllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Kowalski, Amy and Pretz, Faculty Advisor, Jean, "When is Intuition a Reliable Problem-
Solving Strategy?" (2006). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 22.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/posters2/22

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2006%2Fposters2%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/posters2/22?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2006%2Fposters2%2F22&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu
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WHEN IS INTUITION A RELIABLE PROBLEM-SOLVING STRATEGY?

Amy Kowalski and Jean Pretz*
Psychology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

This study tests the hypothesis that problem attributes affect how appropriate the strategy
of intuition is for solving problems (Hammond et al., 1987; McMackin & Slovic, 2001).
The study investigated the appropriateness of strategy (intuition, analysis, or no strategy)
when solving everyday problems with varying levels of complexity and social content.. It
was predicted that highly social and complex problems would be solved more accurately
using intuition than analysis. Results indicate that there was no significant effect for
strategy condition. However, further analyses indicate that individual differences in
intuitive and analytical cognitive style affect the accuracy of problem solving, in
particular for problems that are highly complex and non-social.
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