W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

Jé)glli}fggrsllceey Powell Student Research 2006, 17th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 8th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

A Study of the Movement and Structure of Genus Halteria

Bridget Wall
Illinois Wesleyan University

Elizabeth Balser, Faculty Advisor
lllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Wall, Bridget and Balser, Faculty Advisor, Elizabeth, "A Study of the Movement and
Structure of Genus Halteria" (2006). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 36.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/posters/36

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2006%2Fposters%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2006/posters/36?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2006%2Fposters%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

Poster Presentation P75

A STUDY OF THE MOVEMENT AND STRUCTURE OF GENUS HALTERIA

Bridget Wall and Elizabeth Balser*
Biology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Freshwater ponds teem with life of many varied and strange sorts, and the protozoan of
the genus Halteria is an example of the great biodiversity present inside a single drop of
pond water. These ciliated protozoans have the ability to move up to 20 body lengths in
the blink of an eye, giving the appearance that they ijumpi through the water. The body
structure of Halteria has been studied by previous researchers, revealing a possible
anatomical structure for this jumping, but the mechanism for this movement remains
unexplained. However, some hypotheses have been put forth by scientists attempting to
account for the odd movement patterns of Halteria. Additionally, the evolutionary
significance for this type of movement also remains unknown and unpostulated, but will
be discussed. In this study, the jumping movement will be both observed and evaluated
for time between jumps and also for velocity calculations.
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