W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research

Conference 2007, 18th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 14th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Chinese and US Engagement in Africa: A Development
Perspective

Shannon O'Rourke
Illinois Wesleyan University

Michael Weis, Faculty Advisor
lllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

O'Rourke, Shannon and Weis, Faculty Advisor, Michael, "Chinese and US Engagement in
Africa: A Development Perspective" (2007). John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference. 2.

https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007/oralpres6/2

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Foralpres6%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2007/oralpres6/2?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2007%2Foralpres6%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 2007

Oral Presentation 06.2

CHINESE AND US ENGAGEMENT IN AFRICA: A DEVELOPMENT PERSPECTIVE

Shannon O’Rourke and Michael Weis*
International Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Long considered the de facto dominion of the West, Africa has recently seen a new foreign actor
from the East, in the land of the rising sun. China's rapid industrial development and recent
resource scarcity have led it to Africa, touting a foreign policy of non-interference. In contrast,
the United States has its eyes set on Africa for both national security concerns as well as oil
reserves while promoting human rights in the region. This paper will look specifically at the
official intentions of both countries, including, business venture development, current impact on
development, and potential outcomes for the two very different approaches. It will address
whether the approach to future development in Africa should focus on either social or economic
conditions or whether a combination of both is best. The findings of this research indicate that
China's strategy is a strong short-term method but ultimately will fail while the US's official
strategy is a better long-term approach. A more successful strategy would be one that is inclusive
and incorporates both human rights and infrastructure building as well as the creation of jobs for
African citizens, which are ultimately the building blocks to development that Africa needs to
establish while maintaining existing foreign relationships.
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