
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2009, 20th Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 18th, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Retention of Spanish in the Home: A Replication of Hart-Gonzalez Retention of Spanish in the Home: A Replication of Hart-Gonzalez 

and Feingold (1990) and Feingold (1990) 

Matthew R. Young, '09 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Christina Isabelli, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

Young, '09, Matthew R. and Isabelli, Faculty Advisor, Christina, "Retention of Spanish in the 
Home: A Replication of Hart-Gonzalez and Feingold (1990)" (2009). John Wesley Powell 
Student Research Conference. 3. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2009/oralpres5/3 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2009
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2009%2Foralpres5%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2009/oralpres5/3?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2009%2Foralpres5%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2009 

Oral Presentation 05.3 

RETENTION OF SPANISH IN THE HOME: A REPLICATION OF 
HART-GONZALEZ AND FEINGOLD (1990) 

Matthew R. Young and Christina Isabelli * 
Hispanic Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 

This paper is a replication study of Hart-Gonzalez and Feingold (1990). The authors' intention 
was "to discover the extent to which cumulative language choice (that is, retention or loss of 
Spanish in the home) can be determined by knowledge of an individual' s  social and personal 
characteristics" (13) .  To interpret data cohesively from a diverse population, the researchers 
examined their data through an amalgam of methods used in previous studies. The problem of 
Spanish retention was divided "into three concepts: (1)  time and change, (2) ethnicity, and (3) 
language choice" (6). Information was gathered from the Current Population Survey 1979 (Nov. 
1 979 CPS). The present study is an analysis of the United States Census 2000 that uses the same 
methods as the original study. 
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