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Incoming National Merit Scholars 

July 21, 2010 

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. – Illinois Wesleyan University is pleased to announce that eight of the 
incoming first-year students in the class of 2014 have been named National Merit Scholars. The 
students are recognized for their exceptional academic ability, potential for success in their 
college studies and for their accomplishments. 

Initiated in 1955, about 200 universities and colleges are underwriting Merit Scholarship awards 
through the National Merit Program. The independent, not-for-profit program recognizes 
approximately 8,200 high school finalists out of 1.3 million Preliminary SAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT) entrants with an award between $500 and $2,000 
annually for up to four years of undergraduate study. 

The National Merit Scholars enrolled as first-year students at IWU are: 

Daniel Burr of Bloomington, a graduate of Central Catholic High School. 

Patrick Cavanaugh of Wheaton, Ill., a graduate of Wheaton-Warrenville South High School. 

Tyler Gedvilas of Naperville, Ill., a graduate of Benet Academy. 

Brenda Miller of Downers Grove, Ill., a graduate of Community High School District 99 South 
High School. 

Troy Sennett of Bloomington, a graduate of Normal Community High School. 

Victoria Whitaker of Urbandale, Iowa, a graduate of Valley High School. 

Stephen Whitfield of Palatine, Ill., a graduate of William Fremd High School. 

Ryan Winter of Wheaton, Ill., a graduate of Wheaton-Warrenville South High School. 

Jessica Hinterlong ‘11, (309) 556-3181  
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