W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research

Conference 2010, 21st Annual JWP Conference

Apr 10th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

The Effects of Marital Status & Gender on Health Care Insurance
Coverage in the United States

Jessica Kong
Illinois Wesleyan University

Michael Seeborg, Faculty Advisor
lllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

b Part of the Economics Commons

Kong, Jessica and Seeborg, Faculty Advisor, Michael, "The Effects of Marital Status &
Gender on Health Care Insurance Coverage in the United States" (2010). John Wesley
Powell Student Research Conference. 2.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2010/oralpres4/2

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2010
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2010%2Foralpres4%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/340?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2010%2Foralpres4%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2010/oralpres4/2?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2010%2Foralpres4%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

T H LEY POWELL ST T RESEARCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 2010

Oral Presentation 04.2

THE EFFECTS OF MARITAL STATUS & GENDER ON
HEALTH CARE INSURANCE COVERAGE IN THE UNITED STATES

Jessica Kong and Michael Seeborg*
Economics Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

Having health insurance is a crucial factor for many to sustain life in America. This study
examines the demographic determinants of health care coverage within the United States with a
focus on how gender and marital status influence the likelihood of having health insurance.
Using the human capital theory and the theory of statistical discrimination, it is predicted that
married females will have a higher probability of being insured than divorced and separated
females. Also, divorced males are predicted to have a higher probability of coverage than
divorced females. The data for this research is retrieved from the United States Census Bureau
for the Bureau of Labor Statistics using the Current Population Survey (CPS) for the year 2009,
with a sample size of nearly 100,000 respondents. An OLS and probit regression are used to
conduct this study, as well as descriptive statistics. The study also uses simulations to find the
probability of having insurance for various demographic groups in relation to gender and marital
status.
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