
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

News and Events Office of Communications 

4-21-2011 

U.S. Congressman Lunches with Associates Members U.S. Congressman Lunches with Associates Members 

Rachel Hatch 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news 

Recommended Citation 
Hatch, Rachel, "U.S. Congressman Lunches with Associates Members" (2011). News and 
Events. 1747. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/1747 

This Article is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/univcom
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F1747&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/1747?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F1747&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


U.S. Congressman Lunches with Associates Members  

April 21, 2011 

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. – Community leaders gathered to hear about 

issues affecting the nation at a luncheon with U.S. Congressman Adam 

Kinzinger (R-11th District) on Thursday on the campus of Illinois 

Wesleyan University. 

The luncheon in the Hansen Student Center was sponsored by the 

Illinois Wesleyan Associates. “The Associates are comprised of local 

leaders who are at the forefront of business,” said Illinois Wesleyan 

Director of Government and Community Relations Carl Teichman. 

“Speaking with Congressman Kinzinger offered them more information about what is happening in Washington, D.C.” The 

Associates, founded in 1953, consists of business and professional leaders interested in the advancement and support of 

private higher education through scholarships and internships. 

Kinzinger, who is a member of the U.S. Energy & Commerce Committee, spoke on the current financial crisis, and the 

effects on the federal budget. “We’re in a financial mess,” he said. The Congressman warned the audience that cuts “are 

going to hurt” as the federal budget restricts spending, but he believes the direction is a positive one for the nation. “The 

dialogue in Washington has changed,” he said. “We are no longer talking about how much to spend, but how much to cut.” 

Addressing members of the Associates, as well as local and state political leaders who also attended the event, Kinzinger 

emphasized the “importance of creating an environment for jobs to flourish,” he said. 

Answering questions from the audience, Kinzinger addressed concerns on taxes, military spending, Congressional benefits 

and banking regulations. 

Kinzinger, who was elected to U.S. Congress in 2010, and was a McLean County Board member from 1998-2003, noted 

McLean County was “in good shape” financially compared to other areas of the nation. He tried to stay optimistic in between 

the “doom and gloom” of the financial outlook. “No matter how big of an obstacle, we can overcome it. I would not be doing 

this job if I thought it was hopeless,” he said. 

The Congressman is one many prominent speakers the Illinois Wesleyan Associates has brought to campus, such as the 

president of the Seventh District Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago and a chairman of Fortune 500 company. Next month, 

the group will host the CFO of Caterpillar, Inc. Edward J. Rapp. 

Contact: Rachel Hatch, (309) 556-3960 

 

Congressman Adam Kinzinger speaking at  

Illinois Wesleyan University. 
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