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Multiculturalism and Metamorphoses: CH minorites (Farrl, Medvedeva, 2010)
How Changing Racial Demographics in the United States e 11111,
are Influencing Museums in the 215t Century e . e s i

Abstract
This poster presentation reviews literature related to museums and Questions
their ability to cope with the shifting demographics of our nation. It
aspires to facilitate discussion pertaining to topics significant to
educators as well as the general public. Through the analysis and

How are the changing racial demographics of the United States —
affecting museums in the twenty first century? <%, W R 3 Asian and Pacic sander

“ ’l"l"l“l"’ﬂ""’l‘ Chart (left) shows the shifting racial demographics in the
1 'l"'l‘""ﬂ United States. In 2008, only 9% of museum goers were
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Figurz 1. Racial and ethnic composition of the U.5. population in 2008

By race
White 223966009 74.3%
Black or African American 13T 123%
Asian and Pacific Islandar 13,610,333 4.5%
American Indian and Alaska Mative 2419.855 0.8%
Some other race 17.533,940 5.B%
Twa of more races 6571705 2.2%
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By sthmicity
Mot Hispanic or Latimo: 255,805,545 84.9%
- - White 158 420,355 £5.9%
Educational Studies Department i w
Asian and Pacific Islander 13,413,600 4.5%
American Indian and Alaska Mative 2041, 265 0%
Some other race 7374838 0.2%
T 0T MOre races 4,794 461 165
Hispanic or Latino: 45432158 15.15%
White 25, 544 654 8.5%

Black or African American 733849
196,733
American Indian and Alaska Mative 378 626 0.1%
Some other raca 16,801,052 5.6%

Twed OF MOMe races 1777244 0.6%

review of current research articles on the topic of multiculturalism Subquestions e :
and museums, it has been determined that the changing racial * In what ways are museum exhibits, program curricula, and
makeup of our country is affecting the museum world greatly. Upon educational tools shifting to encompass a multicultural approach to
reflection of the pieces of literature read, it has been revealed that learning?
the altering demographics and the majority-minority shift in populace * How can (and how have) museums use(d) new information about I R C N
has led museums to focus on multicultural education, race and ethnic our country’s increasing diversity to their advantage!? _ g I Figure I'('?buve) shows the raciail anf:l ethnic
relations, and programs targeting minority populations. The research *How can (and how have) museums transform(ed) into classrooms SCOmAR Bt e e composition of the U.S. population in 2008,
highlights the demographic move as a whole, how these and enable(d) the teaching of race/ethnic relations and muiticultural — Minority pnpulatlun-s are increasing -thruughﬂut
transformations are affecting cultural institutions such as museums, values? the country at a rapid rate, which will eventually
and what solutions individual museums are incorporating in their lead to a "majority minority” populace.

practices to solve the quandary. A universal feeling expressed

Visitors at the Monterey Aquarium (pictured above) \ 4
enjoy an exhibit. The museum worked diligently to |

throughout the poster presentation is the museum world’s need to
see museums as living breathing advocates of cultural pleurisy. It is /

thought that they should be strongholds for communities where all 'E | e [ s

people can come to be represented. 8y ravesethnicty
Hispanic
Mon-Hispanic White 8.5
African American 5.9%
Other 6.6%

Methodology
By racessthnicity
Hispanic 17.5%
In the identification of research to support this inquiry, many types of — —
sources were explored and utilized. Scholarly sources such as Other 28.45% :

publications from national museum organizations like the American |
Association of Museum, Center for the Future of Museums, and \

16.1%
29.5%
14.6%
2%

13 5%
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gure 35, Percemtage® of U.S. adult population visiting art museums/galleries

Al 26. % 26.5% 22TV

1455 Farrell, &, F0.D. Medvedeva (2000). Demogrophic Transformeotion -and the Futurs off

6. 0% KidsWark Children's HUSEum. ankfm IL Musermms [Ardcle]. Recriev ed fram AAM Center for the Future of Museumns websice:
ncepaivens futureofmuseums.arg/reading/publications!

12.0%

7 4% Jowanz M., & Olivera, G, 2000, |uy). Intercultural dizlogue in the museum contexe

T

\ market to Latino populations by identifying a need for
family programming in the community. Through these

efforts they increased Latino attendance from 8% to
24% in less then six years (Farrell, Medvedeva, 2010).
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Smithsonian Institute provided the background knowledge necessary to

begin an in-depth analysis. Other literature, such as professional and
scholarly journal articles, were investigated and selected based on their
relevance to the subject of racial demographic change, museums, and
multiculturalism in the recent past and coming future. Most importantly,
museum teacher-research, rather than just academic and scholarly
research, was sought out in an attempt to bring many perspectives to
the analysis.

/ Primary Findings

The inquiry is structured thematically in a continuum or storyboard
fashion. Firstly, changing racial demographics in the United States are
looked at as a whole. These statistics show the transformation
through which our country is going. Close attention is paid to how
individual museums have been integrating multicultural notions,
racial and ethnic studies, and diversity perspectives in the field.
Overall, a shift in the thought process surrounding multiculturalism

is having a profound affect on museum practices now and will
continue to influence the field in the future.

The figure above shows the percentage of U.S adult = . 2 2k i K SRR RGeS e et
populations that visit museums/galleries. An explainer (student =% | | - _ o B it i) S0
helper/interpreter) engages a child in the above photo taken at | —

the New York Hall of Science. These explainers help guide
individuals through exhibits by giving them individual attention.

Meoderveen Pieterse. |. (1997). Muldculowmadism and Musewms: Discourse about
Orthers in the Age of Glicbalmaton. Theory Culire & Society, 14{123).
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Conclusions

What will the majority minority shift mean for museums? It means that museums will have to
continue doing what they have been doing for centuries — adjusting to their surroundings and
modifying themselves to meet the needs of their communities. Museums that want to draw in a2
diverse populace will have to continue rethinking what diversity means for the audiences they are
attempting to educate. What is certain is that our country is undergoing a monumental shift both
racially and ideologically. VWhat diversity means now may not be what diversity means in the future.
That being said, research shows that individual museums are beginning to think outside the box and
broaden their understanding of what the museum world can give to communities near and far.
Relationships between communities and institutions will need to continue to grow in order for
museums to accurately represent their populations. Listening to the youth and compiling focus

groups aimed at getting more nuanced information about racial changes are two solutions being 7
utilized by many museums. Overall, making better use of existing data, continuing to collect more The Nassau County Museum of Art uses
data about museum visitors, sharing this knowledge, and partnering with other similar educational language programming among immigrants

institutions will help further the museum cause. By broadening our sense of identity we can begin to to get people into the museums and tackle
see museums as catalyst for social change as well as educators for a more collaborative future.

~

the problem of illiteracy in the area
\_ (Farrell, Medvedeva, 2010). Y,
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