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What Works with Writing?

Educational Studies Department mbyrne1@iwu.edu
Research Questions Participants

1.What does a supportive, process-based writing 26 fourth grade students

program look like? *14 boys and 12 girls
2.\What techniques and practices can | use to *Ages 9 and 10

motivate and engage students in writing? *Mostly middle-class, white
1 gifted in Language Arts

Goals Brainstorm "\Y) 5 identified for reading/writing
I 0 support
Differentiate writing i r M
experiences to support e .
Viethodolo students at ALL levels Mn:,mj N K o M

| developed a four-week -Balance grammar N R R .Self-contained 41 grade class
workshop plan involving three | linstruction with writing ponen | MUNCIN .K_5 Elementary School of 713
large-scale writing projects workshop model Edna,.dm,nwm o | *Residential neighborhood
with a relevant mini-lesson, Provide consistent time ———" p ‘Mid-sized Midwestern city
and three smaller experiences. | |for writing R —

Data was drawn from:

Personal Reflections Results

*Lesson Plans Evaluating the successes and shortcomings of my experience, | found:
*Student Work Student-Teacher writing conferences provide opportunity to tailor

* Iranscripts from Writing assignment to needs of individual students.

Conferences Graphic organizers help struggling writers begin the process.
*Public and personal celebration make students excited about writing.
*Students take personal responsibility for quality writing when they are
allow to choose a topic in which they are invested.
*Mini-lessons should focus more on process than grammar in early
stages to develop workshop mindset.

L ow-stress, ungraded assignments build positive attitude toward writing
while still practicing writing skKills.

*GGiven choice, students often use writing to deal with personal trails.
*\When the teacher Is excited about writing, the students will be, too!
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