
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2012, 23rd Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 14th, 2:35 PM - 3:35 PM 

Come on Up: The Culture of IWU Slam and Performance Poetry Come on Up: The Culture of IWU Slam and Performance Poetry 

Dariusz Jakubowski 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Rebecca Gearhart, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

Jakubowski, Dariusz and Gearhart, Faculty Advisor, Rebecca, "Come on Up: The Culture of 
IWU Slam and Performance Poetry" (2012). John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference. 8. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012/posters2/8 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2012%2Fposters2%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012/posters2/8?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2012%2Fposters2%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE – APRIL 2012 
 

 

 
Poster Presentation  P16 

 

 

COME ON UP: THE CULTURE OF IWU SLAM AND PERFORMANCE POETRY 

 

 

 
Dariusz Jakubowski and Rebecca Gearhart* 

Sociology and Anthropology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 
 
 
 

This poster presentation provides an intimate look at the Illinois Wesleyan University Slam and 

performance poetry community through the use of images and collaborative ethnographic 

methods.  By analyzing the photographs taken during the creative process of composing poems 

and of the Slam event itself, the core values of openness, importance of the individual, and the 

vital role mentors play become apparent.  The research sheds light on lesser-known aspects of 

performance poetry generally and on the community of Slam poets at IWU in particular.  
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