
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2012, 23rd Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 14th, 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

Athletic Expendiutres and Academic Achievement Athletic Expendiutres and Academic Achievement 

Tommy Gilbert 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Sumer Seiki, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

Gilbert, Tommy and Seiki, Faculty Advisor, Sumer, "Athletic Expendiutres and Academic 
Achievement" (2012). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 14. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012/ESposters/14 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2012%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2012/ESposters/14?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2012%2FESposters%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE – APRIL 2012 
 

 

 
Poster Presentation  ES 

 

 

ATHLETIC EXPENDITURES AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 

 

 
 

Tommy Gilbert and Sumer Seiki* 
Educational Studies Department, Illinois Wesleyan University 

 
 

 
 

During the recent period of economic difficulty, public school funding has become a major 

source of controversy in many communities. In addition to commonly discussed topics such as 

standardized testing and pension plans, the monetary requirements of interscholastic athletic 

programs have faced considerable scrutiny. Though various organizations have conducted 

studies of the relationship between athletic expenditures and academic achievement, few of these 

localized studies have produced results that are easily extrapolated to most American schools. By 

analyzing a variety of research studies, I found a negative correlation between athletic 

expenditures and academic achievement. Additional research is necessary, however, to 

determine the significance of the correlation. It is clear that schools will need to grapple with 

difficult budget decisions in the near future, as alternative sources of athletic funding appear 

limited. 
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