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Not as One Doubting”

Thomas from the Beginning of the




Legacy of Thomas

In antiquity and/or In
Eastern Tradition:

Recipient of Secret
Knowledge

Apostle that brought
Christianity to India
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The Gospel of Thomas — a
sayings gospel

The Book of Thomas the
Contender — a revelation
narrative

The Acts of the Apostle
Thomas — a narrative of

the apostle’s travels to
India



Thomas in India




Small World

Roman Empire S

Roman Trade Routes
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Methodology

For Indian Thomasine
Traditions:

Archaeological findings

Discussion of India in
writing from Syria

EXisting oral tradition




Summary of the Mediterranean Findings

Emphasis of the Kernel
Gospel: revealed knowledge
and immediate
transformation; general
Instruction

Emphases of the Surviving
Gospel: immediate
transformation to a specitic
- lifestyle emphasizing
encratism and gnoszs




Summary of Mediterranean I'indings

The consistent theme
between all texts
(including early

versions of the Gospel):

evelation and

Transtormation




Thomas in India — T he Arrival Debate




Where?

. South Indian Hypothesis
bothesis

« Tablets proving
Christian presence in
KRerala in 372 CE

Tomb venerated as
Thomas's; constructed
in 1% Century

Family lineage traced to
Thomas




When?

debate South Indian Possibilities

» 1°' Century with Thomas
or a contemporary

4th Century with
merchants

16th Century with

Portuguese




Aspects of the South Indian Thomasine
Tradition




My Conclusions

message that arrived in South India must
e-bones/general

ns recelved a message of urgent

evelation from the divine in

South India was founded
formative soteriology
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