
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2015, 26th Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 18th, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

The Domestic Dogs’ (The Domestic Dogs’ (Canis Familiaris) Understanding of ) Understanding of 

Intentional and Goal Oriented Action Intentional and Goal Oriented Action 

KiriLi Stauch 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Stephanie AuBuchon 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Ellen Furlong 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

 Part of the Psychiatry and Psychology Commons 

Stauch, KiriLi; AuBuchon, Stephanie; and Furlong, Ellen, "The Domestic Dogs’ (Canis 
Familiaris) Understanding of Intentional and Goal Oriented Action" (2015). John Wesley 
Powell Student Research Conference. 2. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2015/oralpres9/2 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2015
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2015%2Foralpres9%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/908?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2015%2Foralpres9%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2015/oralpres9/2?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2015%2Foralpres9%2F2&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


The Domestic Dogs’ (Canis lupis 
familiaris) Understanding of 

Intentional and Goal Oriented 
Action

By: KiriLi Stauch, Stephanie AuBuchon, & Ellen Furlong



Picture: http://catalog.flatworldknowledge.com/bookhub/2105?e=stangorsocial_1.0-ch01_s02



Introduction



Introduction

Picture: http://www.forbes.com/fdc/welcome_mjx.shtml



Introduction



Human Infants’ Understanding of 
Goal Oriented Action 

Woodward, 1998



Non-human Primates



Chimpanzees Unwilling versus 
Unable

Picture: Call, Hare, Carpenter, & Tomasello, 2004





What about dogs?



Study 1: Intentions



Coding
Position 1

Position 3Position 2



Rowdie Refuse: Unable Drop



Rowdie Tease: Unwilling-
offer/pull back



Study 1 Results
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Study 2: Goals

Example of session: Same Side Condition



Brennan Same Side Trial



Brennan Same Object Trial



Study 2 Results
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Conclusions/Implications





Future Directions



Implications
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