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The Nordic countries (Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland and Iceland) are widely 

known as progressive, open and tolerant. However, in recent years these countries have 

witnessed growing intolerance towards immigrants, particularly Muslims. This 

intolerance is manifested in violent attacks against foreigners and the rise of far right, 

exclusionary populist parties. This paper seeks to understand what causes some citizens 

in these Nordic countries to embrace anti-immigrant xenophobic attitudes and other 

citizens to, not only reject, but to fight such views. 
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