W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research

Conference 2016, 27th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 16th, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Identity Management Among Students of Color at IWU

Katherine Serrano
Illinois Wesleyan University

Meghan Burke, Faculty Advisor
lllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

b‘ Part of the Education Commons, and the Sociology Commons

Serrano, Katherine and Burke, Faculty Advisor, Meghan, "Identity Management Among
Students of Color at IWU" (2016). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 3.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016/oralpres3/3

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Foralpres3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Foralpres3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/416?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Foralpres3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016/oralpres3/3?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Foralpres3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 2016

Oral Presentation 03.3

IDENTITY MANAGEMENT AMONG STUDENTS OF COLOR
AT IWU

Katherine Serrano and Meghan Burke*
Sociology Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

College students of color face various obstacles, which are often times emphasized when
they are the only student of color in their classrooms or social settings. Students of color
at Illinois Wesleyan University make up less than 25% of the student population, and
most have experienced microaggressions or other negative responses. Students of color,
therefore, may have experienced negative feelings about their identity, which can affect
their academic and social success. The study utilizes of interviews with open-ended
questions on racial identity and its impact on students of color at Illinois Wesleyan
University. The data shows that despite feeling supported by some staff and faculty, most
students of color have been affected by microaggressions on and off-campus, and
experience feelings of inferiority and exclusion in social settings. Based on these
findings, | argue that there should be enhanced efforts to incorporate diversity into the
school’s curriculum.
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