
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

John Wesley Powell Student Research 
Conference 2016, 27th Annual JWP Conference 

Apr 16th, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Can the Working Industry Tell about Your Chance of Getting Can the Working Industry Tell about Your Chance of Getting 

Health Insurance? A Study on the Health Insurance Coverage of Health Insurance? A Study on the Health Insurance Coverage of 

Working Adults in the U.S. Working Adults in the U.S. 

NgocGiao Nguyen 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Robert Leekley, Faculty Advisor 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc 

 Part of the Economics Commons, and the Education Commons 

Nguyen, NgocGiao and Leekley, Faculty Advisor, Robert, "Can the Working Industry Tell 
about Your Chance of Getting Health Insurance? A Study on the Health Insurance Coverage 
of Working Adults in the U.S." (2016). John Wesley Powell Student Research Conference. 
15. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016/posters2/15 

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information, 
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Fposters2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/340?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Fposters2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Fposters2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2016/posters2/15?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2016%2Fposters2%2F15&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE – APRIL 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster Presentation  P30 

 

 

CAN THE WORKING INDUSTRY TELL ABOUT YOUR CHANCE 

OF GETTING HEALTH INSURANCE? A STUDY ON THE HEALTH 
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Employer-provided insurance plans are by far the most utilized form of coverage in the 

private sector because of their lower costs and less adverse selection consequences. A 

survey conducted in 2013 by American Community Survey estimated that about 74% of 

the insured population were covered by their employers. However, the insured rates 

reported vary widely across eight working industries according to the report issued by the 

Kaiser 2014 Annual Survey, with the lowest rate of 37% and the highest rate of 92%. 

What can be the possible explanations for this erratic variation? 

My research hypothesizes that individuals who work in industries with more large-sized 

firms will have higher chance of getting covered by employers than individuals who 

work in industries with more small-sized and medium-sized firms, with regard to the 

same level of income. This research employs logistic regression to examine the 

probability of an individual to get health insurance coverage through their employers on 

the basis of income level across different working industries. The data set used is 

published by the 2014 Medical Expenditure Panel Survey (MEPS), which can be 

extracted from the MEPS online database.  

The results can potentially be used by policy makers to evaluate regulations with respect 

to different industries to expand employment-based health insurance coverage and ensure 

adequate healthcare for more U.S. citizen. 
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