W Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU

John Wesley Powell Student Research

Conference 2017, 28th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 8th, 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Crime and Punishment: The Culture of The lllinois Criminal
Justice System

Hannah Scatterday
Illinois Wesleyan University

William Munro, Faculty Advisor
lllinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

b Part of the Political Science Commons

Scatterday, Hannah and Munro, Faculty Advisor, William, "Crime and Punishment: The
Culture of The Illinois Criminal Justice System" (2017). John Wesley Powell Student
Research Conference. 3.

https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2017/oralpres7/3

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at The Ames Library at Illinois Wesleyan University. For
more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.

© Copyright is owned by the author of this document.


http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2017
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2017%2Foralpres7%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/386?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2017%2Foralpres7%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2017/oralpres7/3?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fjwprc%2F2017%2Foralpres7%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE — APRIL 2017

Oral Presentation O7.1

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT: THE CULTURE OF
THE ILLINOIS CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Hannah Scatterday and William Munro*
Political Science Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

In the United States, criminal justice has been the subject of immense controversy and
close examination throughout contemporary history. Several, like Michelle Alexander
and James Kilgore have explored the intersections of race, class, and injustice in the legal
system. This paper, however, aims to take a step back from federal, identity-focused
analyses, and evaluate the criminal justice system with a broader lense on a smaller scale.
The concept of a “culture of punishment” describes the legal system as a set of
institutions and norms that are systematically excessive and arbitrary. Through the
theoretical framework of historical institutionalism, | examine the formal rules,
compliance procedures, and standard operating practices that constitute the culture of
punishment in lllinois, and how it functions in practice. In conclusion, I further describe
some of the literature’s explanations as to why the culture of punishment exists, and how
it relates to the ideas illustrated by Alexander, Kilgore, and others.
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