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Fact or Fiction

Learning to discern fact from fiction is a truly interdisciplinary challenge that requires the full
array of skills developed through a liberal education. Mathematics and economics teach us
quantitative literacy so we are not so easily misled by biased data. The sciences teach a tried and
true method for evaluating scientific facts. Psychology helps us to understand the underlying
cognitive processes that make it so hard to see through fake news with which we agree.
Philosophy pushes us to consider epistemological questions about the nature of all knowledge.
When studying actual works of fiction, we often learn something about how to be our best selves
in the real world, while history shows us that fake news and propaganda are nothing new and
have been contended with before.
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