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This Month at Illinois Wesleyan

> See more photos

Anticipating winter's arrival and the holiday season, we made the final push to the end of the semester, whether that meant
preparing for presentations or performances. Yet, we still found time to find joy in things large and small: each other’s faith
traditions, the first snowfall of the season, and late-night study sessions, when sleep deprivation rendered everything
absolutely hilarious.

Here we present a pictorial record of our December, and we wish you joy and peace in the year to come.

Associate Professor of Physics Thushara Perera (far left), senior and physics major Fiona Breyer and President Eric Jensen check
out their selfie photo at the annual Senior Dinner for students who finish their coursework in December. Students may invite a
faculty or staff member who has been instrumental in their lllinois Wesleyan experiences. Breyer has worked with Perera since
her sophomore year in his research at the intersection of physics and astronomy. He encouraged her successful application for
a highly competitive National Science Foundation (NSF) Research Experiences for Undergraduates position this past summer.
Breyer has also worked on Perera's NSF-funded grant to construct a custom-made spectrometer. "I'm very grateful for the
opportunities Dr. Perera has given me," said Breyer. "He's always believed in me, even when | didn't believe in myself, and he's
made me feel confident about my abilities to do lab work and to be a physicist." (Photo by Marc Featherly)

“First snow on campus and I'm in love!” Josiah Tennent 20 posted to his Instagram account on Dec. 4. The Sunday snow
blanketed the campus with about three inches, allowing for a few study-break snowball fights. Warmer temperatures the next
day melted the snowmen and igloos that had appeared on the Quad.

Students, faculty and staff wrote more than 80 letters petitioning for the end of human rights abuses and for the release of
Prisoners of Conscience at Write for Rights, an annual event sponsored by the Amnesty International Registered Student
Organization. Tung Nguyen '17 (left) from Hanoi, Vietnam, and Megan Zsorey '19 of Chandler, Ariz., write in support of halting
construction of the Site C Dam, which has been legally challenged as a threat to Indigenous cultures and ways of life in British
Columbia. Professor of French Chris Callahan is pictured in the background. (Photo by Kim Hill)
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