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Director of Institutional Research and Planning, Assistant Provost Named at Illinois Wesleyan
June 4, 2007

BLOOMINGTON, lll. - Michael Thompson, director of institutional research at The College of
Wooster in Ohio, has been named assistant provost and the director of institutional research and
planning at lllinois Wesleyan University.

Thompson succeeds Mona Gardner, the Adlai H. Rust Professor of Insurance and Finance, who will
retire from lllinois Wesleyan at the end of July.

Illinois Wesleyan President Richard F. Wilson announced Thompson's appointment, which is
effective August 1, 2007. “We are delighted that Dr. Thompson will bring his expertise to Illinois
Wesleyan,” said Wilson. “His knowledge and leadership skills will be strong assets to the university.”

Michael Thompson

In his role at Illinois Wesleyan, Thompson will report data to the federal and state governments,
provide information to college guidebooks and conduct special data-collection and analysis
projects for administrators and university committees. He also will work closely with the university Provost Beth Cunningham,
the provost’s staff and the faculty on assessment initiatives.

Thompson earned both his master’s degree in sociology in 1997, and his doctorate in higher and adult education in the
Department of Leadership in 2000, from The University of Memphis. He earned his bachelor’s degree in social science from
Cumberland University in Lebanon, Tenn., in 1995, and his associate’s degrees in communications media and liberal arts in
1993 from St. Clair County Community College in Port Huron, Mich.

While a doctoral student at The University of Memphis, Thompson became assistant to the editor for Research in Higher
Education, housed at the university. He moved to Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire, in 1999, serving as assistant
director of institutional research, before joining The College of Wooster.

Honored for his research, Thompson received a grant from Johns Hopkins University in 1997 and the R. Eugene Smith
Fellowship for Higher Education Research in 1998. He employed his research skills to assist downtown development and
revitalization in his community, earning the Main Street Wooster, Inc. Award in 2005. His research has been published in
professional journals and he has presented papers on institutional research to the Association for the Study of Higher
Education. Thompson is a member of the Association for Institutional Research, the Higher Education Data Sharing
Consortium, and associated with the American Educational Research Association.
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