
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Digital Commons @ IWU Digital Commons @ IWU 

News and Events Office of Communications 

Winter 2-15-2018 

Ames Library Additions Highlight Social Justice Ames Library Additions Highlight Social Justice 

Matt Wing 
Illinois Wesleyan University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news 

Recommended Citation 
Wing, Matt, "Ames Library Additions Highlight Social Justice" (2018). News and Events. 
3052. 
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/3052 

This Article is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital 
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any 
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For 
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights 
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material 
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at The Ames Library at Illinois Wesleyan University. For 
more information, please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu. 
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document. 

http://www.iwu.edu/
http://www.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/univcom
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F3052&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/news/3052?utm_source=digitalcommons.iwu.edu%2Fnews%2F3052&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@iwu.edu


Ames Library Additions Highlight Social Justice 
Feb. 15,2018 

BLOOMINGIDN, III. - Two new addit ions to The Ames 

Library collection were unveiled in a dedication 
Wednesday in conjunction w ith Black History Month. 

Illinois Wesleyan University officia ls unveiled a bull of 
Martin LuthI" King. Jr. donated by renowr.Ni sculpto rs 

Jeffrey and Anna Koh Varil la, and a fi rst edition of A 
Lett", on the AboHtion of the Slave Trade. writtO!n in 

1807 by British politician and abolit ion;!! Wi lliam 

Wi lberfo rce, purchased at a generous discount from 
local non-fo,-profit organiZlltion Books to B",nefit. 

Un iversity librarian Ka ren Schmidt expressed gratitude 

for both additions to The Ames Library. "The MIIrtin 
Luther King, Jr. bust is an exceptional ,end<!ring of Dr. 

King. We are very honored to share this w ith the IWU 

community. as ft reflects Dr. King's connection to IWU 
and celebrates his vision; she sa id. "The Wilberforce 

first ed ition is a significant contribution to the libra ry"s 

SculplOls .Jeffrey and Anna Koh Varilla pose with a bust of Martin 
Luther King,. Jr. which they donated to The Ames Libfary. 

Tate Archives and Specia l Col lections. It connect! directly with OUr Unive rsity"s long-llanding commitment to social justice, 
and will be an important centerpiece in Ou r student!· research on histo rical struggles with slavery." 

The Martin Luther King.. Jr. bust will be pe rmanently d isplayed in The Ames Library First Floo r Rotunda . The sculptors, Jeffrey 
and Anna Koh Vari lla, are a husband·and-wife team that has wo rked on pur.ic monuments for nearly 30 years. They are the 
pa rent! of a current IWU IIOOent Adam Varilla ·18. 

Wednesday"s ded ication coinc ides with the ann iversary of King"s firs t of two speeches on Ill inois Wes leyan"s campus. King·s 

first speech, to SOO attendees ofthe Relig ious Emphas is Banquet, took place Feb. 14, 1961 . 

"Our son wi ll be graduating from Ill inois Wesleyan this spring and we've been very grateful for the support and academic 
scholarships the Un;vers ity has provided him. We have been impressed with the progressive direction Illinois Wesleyan has 

displayed for many years, especially given the fact it welcomed Dr. Martin Luther King tw ice du ring the I 960s; Jeffrey Va rilla 
said. "As. sculptors, we want to express Our apprec iation to Il linois Wesleyan in the best way we know how by donating a life· 
size port rait bull of Or. King we created based on OUr ove-r·life·size ful l figu re Or. King monument on the University of Texas 
CIImpus in Aullin. Thank you, Il linois Wesleyan, for accepting Our gestu re of appreciation." 

Books to Benef", representatives (from left) Ginny 

Schmult, Dr. Mal)' Rydef and Jackie Langhoff, and IWU 
archivist Meg Miner pose witll A Ltlte..on the Abolition of 

thtSlaw Trade. 

A Lette.. on the Abolition of the Slave Trade will be kept in 
Ames' Tate Archives and Special Co llections along with other 
prominent abol itionist texts, including a first·edition copy of 
Harriet Beecher Stowe·s Key to Uncle Tom·s CIlr.n . 

The book was acquired from Books to Benefit, a Normal, 
Illinois·based non·for·profit that co llects and resells books to 
support loca l literacy prog rams. Representing the 
organ illltion Wednesday we re Jackie Langhoff, Ginny Schmult 
and Or. Mary Ryder. 

"Wi lberforce·s book played an importllnt pa rt in influenc ing 

AmeriClln history. Finding a local home at Ames Library 
enSureS its preservation for futu re generations; said Langhoff, 

president of Books to Benefit. "We are passionate about 
literacy and preserving scholarly works like this one that have 
such signifiCllnt historka l content; 

Opened in 2002, The Ames Library featu res five levels and 
103,000 square feet of space. The libra ry is named in honor of 
B. Charles Ames ·SO and Joyce Eichhorn Ames ·49. Specia l 

spaces within the build ing include the Bates & Mefwin Reading Room, Beckman Auditorium, John Wesley Powell Rotunda, 
Thorpe Center, Tate Arch ives and Special Coilections, along wfth stained glass windows from Pembroke Col lege, Oxford. 

The Ames Library is open to al l students. alumni, faculty, staff, visiting scholars and retirees. For mO re information, visit ~ 
Ames Libfary on line. 

ByMott Wing 
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