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Bouras '18 Presents at National Research Conference 
March 9,2018 

8LOOMINGIDN, III. - "Anti·elite sentiment is a phenomena 
that is preva lent everywhere; accord ing to Zoe Bemas ·18, an 

Illinois Wesleyan University senior and member of Pi Sigma 

Alpha lPSA), the national political science honor soc iety. 

Beuras shared her find ings on th is phenomena at the PSA 

National Research Conference at George Washington 

University in Washington D.C. Feb. 16-18. 
,leMA AI.P!-1A ------

A pol "tk al K ience and international studies double major, 

Bouras began her research on populist politics as part of her 

poHticlJl science senior seminar course. As a member of PSA, 

Bouras submitted her abstract and rece ived an invitation to 

present her resea rch, which explores the relationship between 

anti·el ite sentiment and pol itical distrust in Europe. at the PSA 

conference. 

"I th ink the Pi Sigma Alpha research conference was a great 

opportunity; Bouras said. "I got to see a little of Washington 

D.C. and I received great feedback from a PhD. cand idate who 

acted as a discussant. I got to meet other pol itica l science 

Zoe 80uras ·18 presented at the PSA National Research 

Conference at George Wash ington University in 

Washington D.C. 

students, and I was able to share some of what IWU is doing with the wider academic community." 

Bouras said her interest in modern populist pol itics - which supports the rights of the common people aga inst the privileged 

elite - emerged from Il linois Wesleyan professor of political sc ience Kath leen Montgomerys senior seminar course that 

focuses on the poIfliC! of inc lus ion and exclusion. 

"lhat led me to questions of po lit iCIII trust and trust in elites; Bemas said. 

According to 8ooras, anti-tol itist sentiment is the "ha llmark of populism" which can lead to feelings of pol itica l distrust and 

resentment. As someone who has studied abroad at the University of D><ford through the IWlJ Ptmbroke Program, and 

worked as a Freeman N ia intern in Seoul, South Korea in 2016, Bouras sa id anti·el itism can be seen virtua lly anywhere. "At 

home, abroad, but also in OUr daily lives and in the Facebook comments section; she said. 

As part of her resea rch, Bouras hypothesized that the mOre socially integrated a pefiOn fe@lsandthemoresecureape rson"s 

self·identified social status, the less likely the pefiOn wil l be to hold anti·e lite sentiments. 

In order to test her hypothesis, 80uras used data from Round Seven of the European Socia l Survey and SPSS Statistical Data 
Package to anatyze how individwl characteristics can bring about fe@l ingsofanti·elitism. 

From her data. Bouras found that both economic and cultu ral factors playa role in the formation of anti·elite sentiment at the 

individual levei. The resu lts supported her hypothesis, showing that there is a re lationship between both socia l integration 

and self·identffied socia l standing. and anti·elite sentiment. 

Bouras presented al l of her findings in a presentation tflled "Dam Ptrignon VI. Mil ler Ute" to over 100 people at the 

conference. 

"We enjoyed having Zoe take part in the Pi Sigma Alpha Student Research Conference last month; said Executive Director of 

Pi Sigma Alpha Sean Twombty. "She was a great addition to the program and represented the Universfty in the best possible 
manner." 

Bomas works as a writing tutor at the IWU Writing Center, is a member of Kappa Delta Sorority, and is the president of both 

the Rock dimbing Club and IWU Model United Nations. She is a member of multiple honor societies including: Mortar Board. 

Phi Kappa Phi, Pi Sigma Alpha, Phi Beta Delta. and Alpha l ambda Delta . 

By Vi Kalcarf's 20 
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