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Inaugural Unity Gala Brings Campus Community Together 
March 30,2018 

!> EjKebook photo Galieo: 

BLOOMINGIDN. III. - The Black EiKUIty:-Staf( Association 

(!!ESA), the Office of Divers"lr and Inclusion (QU!l and several 
RSOs invited Ihe Illinois Wesleyan University commun ity to 

dress up and dance the night away at the first-ever Unity Gala. 

hosted at th ... Hansen Student Center on s.atu rday, March 3. 

A diverse group of stud.mll turned out for a night of dancing. 
food, and a liV<! jazz band. Totlll att<!n<iance reached 

approximatety 400 people. which far surpas~ th ... 300 
people that the event coordinators had hoped to d raw. 
Indeed, unlike manyothe, formal dances on campus which 

are spedfically designated for m<!mbers of ce rtain 
organizations, the intent behind th is event was to op<!n ft to as 
many students as possible. The re was no attendance fee. nOr 
was the re a registration cap. Even students without formal 
_ar could d ress up, thanks to the g.-.nerosity of IWU alums, 

faculty, staff and students who shared their ext ra suits, shi rts, 

ti~, dres~s, shawls, gowns, shoes and accessori~. 

Illinois Wesleyan students danced at the first·ever Unity 

Gala. 

Creating this inclusive space to celebrate IWU"s diver~ community was the primary motwation to host the Unity Gala. BFSA 

chair Shana Brown Ajayi and director of the ODI Greta Franklin led the infiiative to make th is unique. cross-cu ltu ral experience 

possible. The night also gave students ' a chance to interact with faculty, staff. and alums as people - as fellow Titans getting 
to be together and share in a glamorous, truly joyous even ing.." said Hannah Mesouani, Assistant Oirector at the Office of 

Oiversity and Inclusion. 

Appfoximately 400 people attended the first·ever Unity 

Gala. 

This event also marked a chance forti'll' BF5A to engage with 

the Illinois Wes leyan campus on a larger SCIIle than ever before 

and to promote its endeavors to financia lly support black 

students at IWU. It has created a support system for students 
throughout their time on campus, as _II as networking and 

mentorship resources that a im to ~t students up fo r success 

in their CareerS. The ir ove rarching goal is to promote ethnic 

and cu ltu ral divers ity across campus. and the Un ity Gala 
seemed to make a po_rful impact on some Illinois Wesleyan 

minority students. A ~nior of South As ian descent told 
Mesouan i that she had "neve r fe lt mO re _leome or never felt 

asat home" as she did on the night ofti'll' Ga la . 

At the end of the night, accord ing to Mesoua ni, the Unity Gala 

helped students get away from the "st res~s of the classroom 

Or tensions of status" in a fun·fi lled, memorable even ing, one 

wh ich the Black Facu lty-Staff Association and the Office of 

Divers ity and Inclusion plan to continue for years to come. 

By Roc"",! McCarthy ·21 
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