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Student Wins Mini-Grant to Support Bloom Community School 
March 30,2018 

BLOOMINGIDN. 111.- Illinois W~leyan University student Josie Blumberg 
'19 is the winne< of a SSOO miniilrant that wil l continue to support Bloom 
Community: School's efforts in p roviding students with an innovative 
education. 

As a student in the course "Grant Writing; Blumberg and each of her 

classmates completed a "mini-grant" application on behalf of a community 
partne r. Th i rt~n students applied for the S500 grant funded by IWU 's 

Action Research Center and presented to a panel of judges, who ultimately 
ch~e to fund Blumberg's proposa l. The funds will allow Bloom Community 

School. an elementllry school in Bloomington, to purchase a 3·0 print",. 

"I was honestty ecstatic to hear that I had won; SIIid Blumberg. an 
internatioMI studi~ majo, and economics minor. "I want to work 

supporting nonprofit! that work abroad and knew that having experience 

writing and winning a grant was going to be something that I wanted on 
my resume." 

The 3-0 printer supports Bloom's education model and expansion into 
snAM (Science, Techno logy. Engineering,. Arts and Math) curricu lum, "an 

education that strengthens knowledge in al l areas to al low the ch ildren to 

A S500 grant earned by Josie Blumberg '19 
wil l allow Bloom Community School to 

purchase a 3·0 printer. 

be we ll· rounded; acco rding to Blumberg. She said the printer will encourage Itudents to dewlop problem sowing ski lls and 
think about innovat~ solutions to problems facing their communities. 

"3·0 printing is important because it truty is revolutionizing education; Blumberg said. "The students wi ll rece~ an 
education that enSureS that they not onty have a Itrong understanding of the STEM field. but also of the arts." 

Adjunct instructor of soc iology Holly Ambuehl- who teaches the ' Grant Writing" cou rse - agreed. She said "students at 
Bloom will benefit from their school's effo rts to stay on the forefront of mode<n techno logy; and hopes that othe r loca l 

schools will be able to replicate simi lar opportun ities. 

"I know all of Our loca l schools wou ld agre@thatexperiential learningisawel l·established.powerful teaching tool, and all 

share an interelt in developing additiona l STEAM learning pathways; Ambuehl said . 

Expe riential. Or hands·on.learn ing combined with the 3·D p rinte r, ' al lows Bloom Community School to be an 'innovator of 
bell practices; according to Blumberg. "This means that they are able to test and determine the belt cu rriculums and 
methods of teach ing that will he lp ch ild ren to best succeed in the envi ronment they are g rowing up in ," 

Not only wi ll the g rant continue to help Chi ldren succeed, Ambuehl said one ofthe Itrongest and m~t appea ling aspects of 
Blumberg's proposal was the sustainability p lan. in which the school intends to sell products that students make with the 
p rinte r on Etsy.com. which is an e·commerce website focused on handmade or vintage items and s.uppl i~. Ambuehl said the 
revenue generated from these sa les will a llow the school to purchase replacement parts Or add itional p rinte rs and "provide a 
learn ing opportunity in smal l busin~s enterprise; 



"Al l of the grant writing students work realty hard and pour the ir hearts into writing propoSllls on behalf of OUr partner 
agencies, and I am proud of Jos ie and al l of her fe llow students; Ambuehl SII id, 

Josie Blumberg '19 

Blumberg's efforts to identify a need in the community and work alongside a IOCIII 
organization to propose a solution, show just how the grant writing course "is anchored 
in the real world, The grants students write are not just academic exercises, They are 
writing real grants with real dOl lars at stake; Ambuehl SIIid, 

From working with real grants and rea l dol lars, this course is one that teaches students 

skil ls that are valuable in many professions, according to Ambueh l. These skil ls range 
from inter-personal skil ls. to communication skills, to budgeting.. planning and learning 
fundraising methods, as students "develop an understanding of how local leaders decide 
to invest resources and solve problems," 

"My hope is that students look back on this course as one that prepared them well to 
begin their careers. and that thei r improved underslllnding of how the public. nonprofit, 
phi lanthropic and private sectors interact with and depend upon one another, helps 
develop their worldview; Ambuehl SIIid, 

Blumberg, who has multiple experiences abroad and has worked with nonprofits within the development departments. SII id 
the skills she acqui red from this course are ones that she has already put to use, As the volunteer for a nonprofit that works in 
the u.s, and Ghana on youth empowerment, Blumberg serves as the head ofcommuniClltions and manages the 

organization's soc ial media platforms. She SII id that this position constantty requi res her "tell the story of the organization; 
and communicate the organization's mission in a concise way, which are ski lls that she learned in the grant-writing course, 

"I hope to continue to use these ski lls in the future by working wfthin the development and program departments of 
nonprofits that build the capac ity of international nonprofits engaged in peacebuild ing.." Blumberg SIIid. 

The president of the German dub,and member of the International Honors Society, Blumberg is also a Peace Fel low on 
Campus, She studied abroad in Germany during her freshman year and is going to South Africa this May Te rm to study post­
conflict reconst ruction with in the context of the contemporary politics of South Africa, 

She hopes to work in the nonprofit sector before receiving a masters degree in monito ring and evaluation of programs, in 
order to work for an international organization, such as the United Nations Development Program, wh ich has different 
programs that support nonprofits overseas, 

By Vi KO/;D'fi '20 
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