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Ferradans Named 2019 Kemp Award Winner 
April!l, lei S 

8LOOMINGIDN, III. - carmela FforradAns has been named the 2019 

rec ipient of the !fmp Foundation Award for Teaching Excellence at Illinois 
Wesleyan UniVf'f!ity. 

The KempAwa,d winner, selected by the facu lty Promotion and Tenure 

Committee and announce-<! Wednesday at the annual Honors ConVOClltion, 
is recogn ized for bringing spirrt, passion and scholarsh ip to the art of 
teach ing. 

"I am very su rprised, and of course, honored; FerradAm said following 
Wednesday's Honors Convocation. "I nominated an amazing colleague, and 
I am just surprised that I was the one recognized, But. I am very honored," 

A Professor of J:ili,panic Studies. Ferradans teaches allle""l! of Spanish 
language, literatu re and cultura l history of Spain, as well as writing intensive 
courses for the Writing Program. As chai r of Il linois Wesleyan's Counci l for 

Excellence in Teaching and Learning, she has vMtured into the fie ld of 
multi modal pedagogies, espec ially those dealing with writing and speaking 
across the curriculum. 

"Every nominator shared that (Ferra dAns) CareS deeply about students," said 

Provost and Dean of the Faculty Mark Brodl while introducing FforradAns as 
the 2019 Kemp Award recipient. "She takes students beyond what they may 
haVf' thought they cou ld accomplish. She connects studMts. She connects 
co lleagues. She connects students and colleagues. She is the model of a 
teacher-scholar." 

Ferradans· scholarship includes critiCIII studies on the poetry of Ana 

Rossetti, which are well known - particularly her intertextual reading of the 

The 2018 KempAward winnerV"octoria Folse 
'86 (left) poses with 2019 Kemp Award 

winne! carmela Fe!rild/ins. 

Ca lvin Klein ildvertising campaign ofthe 1980s. She is the editor and trans lator of Incessant Beauty: A BjJingUQI Anthology 

which offers a wide range of ~setti·s poetry in dual language, Spanish/Engl ish . FerradAns is also a poet in her own right In 
2006 she publ ished a poetry chapbook, MyRightBfNltondOtherPoems. with eight poems engaging direct1ywith the 
aftermath of breast CanCer and radiation. 

Ferradans joined the Il linois Wesleyan faculty in 1992 and earned a Ph.D. in Spanish from the University of cal iforn ia, Irvine in 
1991. Fe! radAns completed a master·s degree in Spanish at the UniVf'rsity of Nevada. Las Vegas in 1988 afte! receiving a 
bachelor's degree in phi losophy and educational sc iMces at the University of Santiago de Compestela in 1984. 

Areas of FerradAns' research interests include: Contemporary Spanish literature and cultural stud ies; The Spanish avant·garde; 
The legacy of the Spanish Ovil War; Digital humanities: Translation theory; Writing and Speaking pedagogy; Multimodal 
curriculum developmMt. 

The 2018 Kemp Award winner Victoria Folse '86 is 
recognized by Kemp Foundation representative Chris 

Kemp. 

exce llence." 

Before FerradAns was announced as the 2019 Kemp Award 
recipient. Ket"I1p Foundation representative Chris Kemp made 
a presentation to 2018 award·winner Victoria Noltkamper 
Fo lse '86who serves asa pro~s.or and as the carol ine F. 

Rupert Endowed Chai r of Nursing. The Kemp Family 
Foundation began funding the award during the 2009-1 0 
academic year. 

Ferradllns' sa id she felt honored to receiVf' the Kemp Award 
following Folse's "wonderful, very powerful speech." In her 

presentation, titied "In Pursuit of Excel lence: From Patient 
Centered to Stuc1entCMtered" Foise shared her experience as 
a fi rst·generation college student raised by a sing le mothe! 
who was reiiant on welfare, food stamps and a medical card . 

"I now reflect on how fo rtunate I was to have known poverty, 

as my accompl ishments were in spite of - and perhaps 
because of - my unyielding deSire to climb the socioeconomic 
ladder; Folse said. "My focus on having a better life - which fo r 
me meant without government ass istance - and helping 
people around me improve their lives - was my catalyst for 



As a chi ld, Folse sa id she centered her attention on academic performance and her abi lity to develop and mainlllin 
meaningful relationships. Her soft ski lls - such as communicating and thinking critical ly - were cu ltivated by Iffe experiences, 
including a desire to be defined by mOre than be ing the on ly student elig ible for free lunch in her class, 

"Perhaps most important in my journey was my mastery of connecting with people and using communication to understand 
myse~ and the people around me; Folse said, "I committed eany in life to serving others, and 1 realized this was possible for 
me by earning good grades to aSSure scholarships to attend college and then deciding to become a professional nurse, and 
later, an educator of nurses." 

Folse attended Illinois Wes leyan University where she found that excellence in the School of Nursing was not optional, 

"We were keenly aware - and often re<ninded - thatwe had been admitted to the 
'Harvard of the Midwesl,- Folse said, "As a nursing major, we were charged with 

the respons ibi lity to demonstrate that a profess iona l school not only belonged on 
a liberal arts campus, but that its existence made uS a stronger campus 
community," 

Within th ree years of graduating from Il linois Wesleyan, and while working fu ll­
time as a registered nurse, Folse completed her first graduate degree, Her interest 

in understanding why a patient was experiencing d.-bilitating symptoms, and 
what she could do about it, turned into her master's thesis, and later, her doctoral 
disse..tation, 

"I recognized the impad simply ta lking - really ta lki ng - to another person could 
have on that person's well-being; Folse sa id, "I used not on ly the knowledge and 

skills I had developed in a small, private liberal arts university, but rel ied heavily on 
my soft ski lls," 

These soft skills, Folse said, are critka lly important for current college students to 
hone, Transferable skills such as communication, problem solving and critical 

thinking. allow students to adapt knowledge they are gaining at Illinois Wesleyan 
into real wond settings and prepare them for the complexities of the global 
society, according to Folse, 

"As we strive for exc"; lence in the School of Nursing, we place tremendous 

emphasis on critica l thinking and are confident that an education grounded in the 

The 2018 Kemp Award winner 
V"!Oria FoIS<!' '86 speaks during 

Honors Convocation, 

liberal arts serves as the foundation for clinical reasoning and clin ical judgment skills," Folse said, 

The 2018 Kemp Award winner Victoria Folse '86 
(left) congratulates 2019 Kemp Award winner 

carmela Ferradllns. 

Folse encouraged those in attendance at Wednesday's Honors 
Convocatkln to consider how to direct their own journey of 
excellence, She suggested "being authentic in your pursuits and 

surrounding yourse lf with people who are equally committed and 
who share your values." 

"Striving fo r excellence aSSUreS you take persona l respons ibility for 
decisions and actions, and requi res that you lead by example which 
will elevate the most vulnerable around you; Folse concluded, 

An annual celebration of exce llence, the Honors Convocation is 
dedicated to the Class of 2018 and to students who have earned 
scholastic and activity honors, 

At the ceremony, colleagues also paid t ribute to retiring members of 
the facu lty: Assoc iate Professor of English Mary Ann Bushman; 
Assoc iate Professor of Economics Robert l eekley; Chair and Associate 
Professor of French James Matthews: Professor of Art Sherri McElroy; 
Professor of Hispanic Studies Mauricio Parra; Professor of Art Kevin 
Strandberg; Professor of English Dan Te rkla; Director of Collections 
and Professor, Ames library, Marcia Thomas, 

ByJohn Twork 
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